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ALPHABETICAL ANECDOTES. 



LAUDER, WILLIAM, author 
of a violent attack on the 
originality and literary reputation 
of Milton, whofe imitation of 
the moderns, he endeavoured to 
cftablifli, by producing a variety 
of extrafts from Paradife Loft, 
with analogous paflages from pre- 
ceding writers. His book excited 
a confiderable degree of public 
attention, and the writer of it was 
for a fliort time, encouraged by 
Dr. Johnfon, becaufe he thought 
. him too fftintic to be fiauduUnt ; a 
fentcnce more remarkable for alli- 
teration than argument, as it is 
a common art of felfifli defign, to 
affeft the cant, and ufe the language, 
of warm zeal, and flrong convic- 
tion. 

Lauder was a man of refpe^lable 
literary attainments, with a good 
(hare of the charafteriftic acutenefs 
of his countrymen, but foured in 
his temper by early misfortune, 
and repeated difappointments. In 
confequence of a blow from the 
golfer players, on Bruntsfield Links, 
he had been under the neceffity of 
fubmitting to an amputation of his 
\\ in two attempts to fucceed to 
Vol. IL B 



a profefTor's chair, and afterwards 
to the office of library keeper to 
the univerfity of Edmburgh, he 
failed. Laftly he was tempted to 
publifti a fplendid and expenfive 
edition of the Poetarum Scotorum 
Mulae Sacne, in two volumes, 
a work, which promifing both fame 
and profit, dropped JtiU-bom from the 
prefs^ and ferved only to exhauft 
the little money he had faved. 

Thus driven by neceffity to Lon- 
don, eager to attract notice, atixious 
to. procure emolument, and not 
very fcrupulous in the means he 
employed; it ftruck him, that 
Milton had laid himfelf open to 
the charge of plagiarlfm, and he 
thought the opportunity a good 
one, for buildmg his own famp, 
at the expence of a poet, whofe 
eminence, the greater it was, would 
in the fame proportion, elevate 
the man, who could make good 
his charges againft him. But con- 
fcious of the general partiality in hi^ 
favor, he commenced with a decla- 
ration, in which a malignant inii- 
nuajtion was artfully wrapped, in a 
mixture of circuitous candor, and 
contradictory panegyric, while his 
praife, 
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praifc, and profcflTcd defign were 
fineularly at variance ; like a timid 
enemy, meditating an attack, 
Ready to wound, and yet afraid 

to ftrike, 
He hints applaufe, and hefitates 

diflike. 
" I have no intention,*' fays Mr. 
Lauder; " to derogate from the 
merits of the author of Paradife 
Loft, to whom great praife is 
Undoubtedly due, for fo beautiful 
a ftrudlure, even if it fhould be 
proved that a good part of his 
materials were borrowed from his 
neighbours. But it cannot be de- 
nied, that he is confiderably in- 
debted to the following productions: 
Sarcotidos Libri Quinque, pub- 
bliflied by Jacobus Mafenius; to 
Adamus Exd, a Latin Drama, 
written by the learned Grotius; 
and laftly, to a volume of Latin 
Poems, publiihed at Edinburgh, 
, by Andrew Ramfay." 

Some of the following paflages, 

with thofe they are compared to, 

perhaps may be thought worthy of 

attention ; from the urong reiem- 

blance both in texture and thought. 

Gravior orcus, fub pedibus tre- 

muit. Grotivs. 

Hell trembled as he trod. 

Milton. 
Adfit ambitio nova, nam me 

judice, 
Regnarc dignum eft, etfi in 
Tartaro ; 

Alto praeeflejuvat, 

Coelis quam in ipfis fervire. 

Grotius. 
. And in my choice, 

To reign is wortli ambition 

tho' in Hell. 
Better to reign in Hell than 
ferve in Heaven. Milton. 



Satan's addrefs to Eve in Paradife 
Loft: 

" Sovereign of creatures, uni- 

verfal dame; &c.*' 
Mr. Lauder pronounces as evi- 
dently borrowed from the follow- 
ing paflage of Andrew Ramfay : 
' ^ ' Poli fceptra capefTerc 
digna. 
Quid terras humiles habitas ? — 

■ Cur Terrae ex- 

cludere fru^u? 

, Et pomum in- 

videt ille ? 
Quod dabit et fecum aetheriis 

adcumbere menfis. 
The following quotation is re- 
markable for having been the 
means of convicting the accufer 
of producing a paflage, which, 
in fa<ft, never exifted in Paradife 
Loft: 
Lacufque vivi fulphuris, fempcr 
fluunt. Grotius* 

j^tJ lakes <if living fidphw ahw^s 
fionxj. Milton. 

A line, the production of Lau- 
der's own brain, which, in the 
heat of controverfy, or the dex- 
terity of fupporting, in any tvay^ 
the caufe he had undertaken, he 
conceived would not have been 
detected. 

A remarkable fimile of the 
Englifti poet is next brought for- 
ward, in which a ftiip is defcribed 
working into port againft wind, 
to illuftrate the ferpcnt's infinuat- 
ing iliethod of addreiling our firft 
mother : 

■■ At firft, fide-long, he 

works his way. 
As when a fliip by (killfiil fteers« 

man wrought 
Nigh rivers mouth, or foreland, 
where the wind 

Veers 
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Veers oft, as oft fo fleers and 

Ihifts her fails; 
So varied he, and of his tortu- 
ous train, 
Curl'd many a wanton wreath 
in (ight of Eve, 
/ To 'ure her eye." Milton. 

Ut vento poitum 

qui forte reflanre 

Non potis eft capere, vela 

Carbafeofque finus obliquat, 

tend ere vt6in. 
Qua liequit, incurvo radit vada 

caerula curfu, 
Sic gnarus verfare dolis, et 

imagine falfa 
Ludere Tartareus Coluber — 
• — ■ Curfu m 

Mutat, et ad Palmam converfo 
tramite tendit. Ramsay. 

T will exercife the patience of 
my readers, by reciting only an- 
other extra<^ from Mr. Lauder's 
accufation ; it is the beautiful and 
pathetic fpeech of the mother of 
mankind to Adam, after the fatal 
fruit had been plucked, and the 
horrors of her Situation are fup- 
pofed to have made a forceable 
impreffion on her imaginatiori : 

!~ Forfake me not. Thy 

fuppliant 
1 beg and clafp thy knees ; be- 
reave me not 
Of that on which I live, thy 

gentle looks. 
Thy counfel in this uttermoft 

diftrefs, 
My only ftrength and ftay ! 

Forlorn of thee. 
Whither fliall I betake me? 
where fubfift ? 

Milton. 

Thefe lines, in the opinion of 

Mr. Lauder, are almoft a tranfla- 

tion of the following words of 

Grotius, in his Adapius £xul ; 



Ne me relinquas, nunc tuo 
Auxilio eft opus. 

Cum verfa fors eft unicum lap- 
fae mi hi 

Firmamen ■ 

Te mihi referva, dum licet-—- 

— — Reli6la, quo vadam, 
ant nevum exigann. 

By fuch allegations was the 
char^^ againft our great Englifti 
poet fupported; but genius was 
not without its defenders. Of 
thefe, Mr. John Douglas, a Shrop- 
fliire Clergyman, and now Biftiop 
of Sal i (bury, was the moft ingeni- 
' ous, the moft fpirited, and moft 
fuccefsful. In a letter addrefted 
to the Earl of Bath, he, in a 
great meafure, vindicates MNtoa 
from the charge of Plagiarifm, and. 
convi6Vs Mr. Lauder of forgery 
and impofition. For as I have 
before obferved, the fimilarity, in 
many inftances, is remarkable,* 
beyond the reach of accidental 
coincidence ; but not content with 
a fair ufe of his Vantage ground^ 
the Caledonian had called in the 
aid of fraud and impofture, which 
blafted his literary. charaAer, and 
prevented the worlds giving credit 
to many well grounded objeftions, 

Befides it is almoft impoffible for 
two perfons, one at London, and . 
the other at Pekin, writing on the 
fame fubje^l, not to occafionally 
feel the fame impreflions, utter 
fimilar fentiments, and ufe the 
fame langi^ge. 

'* Allowing the Plagiarifm," 
fays the advocate for Milton, '^ does 
not pi'ove any want of genius. 
The admirers of Virgil, do not 
confider his keeping Homer ever 
in his eye, as at all depreciating the 
merits of the iEneid.*' " A work„ 
obferved ]VIr.Douglas,fomewhatpai! 
radoxically. 
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radoxically, and without his ufual 
precifion, " a work may be original 
•kuitbout ifeveniion^ and an imitation 
nx>itbout Plagiarifm^^ a pofition, 
which feems to require feme deli- 
beration before we can aflent to it. 
** A great genius," continues our 
ingenious writer, " exercifes his 
right of profiting from the labours 
of another, in fuch a manner, as 
to fiitisiy the world of his own 
abilities ; it is not an effect of the 
fterility of his fancy, but of the 
folidity of his judgment. It is this 
which enables him to give dignity 
to language, and propriety to epi- 
thet. Let us admit, that Milton 
took many hints from Mafenius, 
John Fox, Grotius, Ramfay, and 
Taubman, yet the great whole, 
the conncdion, and reference of 
part to part, are undeniably his 
own." 

LEOPOLD, MAXIMILIAN, 
JULIUS, of Brunfwick, a 
prince of well dirc6led courage 
and adive humanity. 

In fcventeen hundred and eighty 
five, the Oder fuddeuly overflow- 
ing its banks, fpread ruin, death, 
and devaflation over the adjoining 
countr)', while the peafants and 
farmers who were able to reach the 
fummit of a neighbouring hill, 
and other places of fafcty, under 
the ftrong impreffions of terror, 
declined afi&fling their unfortunate 
companions, who every moment 
lofmg their holds, were fwept away 
with their cattle and other property, 
by the rapid inundation. 

Irritated by cowardice, prompt- 
ed by benevolent zeal, and contrary 
to the intreaties of his attendants, 
this excellent young man, in a 
fmall boat, committed himfelf to 
to the ftream, for the purpoils of 



rcfcuingfeveral unfortunate wretch- 
es, who had afcended a tree, which 
the furious torrent, ridng every 
inflant flill higher, would in a 
Ihort time have overflowed. Bent 
on prcferving others, but too for- 
getful of himfelf, the boat ftruck' 
on a flump, and this amiable prince, 
whofe intrepidity was only equalled 
by his goodnefs, unfortunately funk, 
to rife no more. 

In the prime of life, and in the 
praiftice .of virtues, without which 
the elevations of rank, blood, and 
wealth, are only enfigns of dif- 
grace, he fell an illuflrious facrificc 
to enthufiaitic philanthropy, which 
prefers dangerous effort to inglori- 
ous fafety, deplored by a family 
who paffionately doated on him, 
and lamented by a people, who 
flill record his private worth, 
his public fpirit, and heroic con- 
dua. 

" It is a great confolation," faid 
an inhabitant of Frankfort upon 
Oder ; " it is a great confolation, 
in the general for row with which 
we are overwhelmed, on account 
of the prince's death, to recoUeft 
the numerous inflances in which 
this worthy young man exerted his 
humanity and beneficence. A few 
days after the late ruinous fire, as 
he was vifiting a tradefman, l^ing 
on a friendly footing with mofl of 
the citizens, \ addreflcd him in the 
following wolds. " In my own 
name, and that of my fellow citizens, 
we ha,ve a favor to aflc of your High- 
nefs:" "What is it?" faid Leopold. 
** That you will not continue to 
expofe yourfelf to fuch dangers, 
as you did during the late confla- 
gration ; we make this requed^ 
for the fake of thoufands, who 
love and adore you, and who 
would 
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"would experience an irreparable 
iofs by your death." 

Affet^ed as every feeling man 
muft have been, by an exj>o(lula« 
tion fo tender; delicate, and friend- 
ly, the prince replied, *' what 
AM I BUT A MAN; and it is furely 
my duly, to afford every afliftance 
in my power to my fellow crea- 
tures." 

The life of Leopold was tempe- 
rate, fober, and exemplary; his 
manners, gentle and conciliating; 
from a moderate income, he ex- 
pended annually on a charity- 
ichool, and other works of mercy, 
upwards of five hundred pounds. 
Ir princes, and their dejcendants^ 
could be perfuaded, on the fcore 
even of felf intereft, to follow h\s 
example, LeveUers might publifb, 
and Republicans lefturc in vain. 

LILLY, WILLIAM, a liar- 
gazer of the (ixteenth century, 
a prolix but entertaining writer, 
an eye witnefs, ;ind well informed 
hiftorian of the interefting fadb 
he relates. Though pa fling in his 
day for a canjurot'y whofe fcience 
has, been nearly laughed out of 
countenance, I iufpe<5t he did not 
believe in his own art, but, like 
other profejfors ^thow^t it no crime, 
if mankind were refolved to be im- 
pofed upon, to take advantage of 
abfurdity, and procure wealth and 
reverence, at the expence of folly, 
" Many have curioufly en- 
quired," lays Lilly, who was pa- 
tronized by Whitelocke, " many 
have curionfly enquired who it 
was that cut off King Charles's 
head ? I have no permiffion to 
fpeak of fuch things, but he that 
did it is- valiant, refolute, and of 
a competent fortune." After the 
reftoratioo, the fubjeft of ourpre- 



fent article, was examined on dih 
fubje<5t, before the parliament of 
1 660. " At my firfl appearance»** 
days Lilly, ** I was affronted by 
the young members, who de- 
manded feveral fcurrilous qucf- 
tioiis, and I (hould have been 
forely troubled, but for the aiiift- 
ance of Mr. Prinn and Mr. Wcf- 
ton, who whifpered to me occa- 
iionally, holding a paper before 
their mouths. Liberty being at 
laft given me to fpeak, I delivered 
what follows. *' The next Sunday 
but one after the execution of 
King Charles the Firtt, Robert 
Spavin, fecretary to General 
Cromwell, and feveral others, 
dined with me, when the whole 
of our difcourfe was only, who it 
was that beheaded the king ; fome 
fa id the common hangman, fome 
Hugh Peters, and feveral others 
were named, but none concluded. 
After dinner was over, Robert 
Spavin retiring with me to the 
South window, took my hand, 
and faid; *' Thefe are all miftaken ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Joyce was the' 
man, for I was in the room when 
he fitted himfelf for the work, and 
flood by him when he did it ; no 
man knows this but my mailer, 
Commiffaiy Ireton, and myfelf." 

On a p6int, the fettling of which 
is confefTedly not important, this 
plain unadorned narrative of a co- 
temporary writer, who could have 
no intereft in mifleading, and who 
has been generally confidered,when 
on terra firma, and not among the 
ftars, as a refpedable evidence, we 
fhould naturally fuppofe, would 
be decifive; yet Monfieur D'Ar- 
naud, on what foundation I have 
not been able to difcover, has pub. 
liibed a different account in hi^ 
Delaffemei^ts. 
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Deladements de lUomme fenfi- 
bk, with folemn aflfertions of its 
troth. 

** Lord Stair," fays the writer I 
quote, whofe pages 1 fear have been 
embelliflied, " Lord Stair, once 
the favourite General of King 
George the Second, retired in dif- 
guft, from fome real or imaginary 
Sight offered tp him, at the battle 
of Dettingen. In his way to 
Scotland, making a fhort flay in 
London, he was furprized at re- 
ceiving an anonymous letter, ear* 
Fieftly intreating, that he would 
favour the writer with an in- 
terview, as he had particulars of 
the higheft importance to com- 
municate. 

Prompted by curiofity, and the 
pathetic energy of the writer, he 
went to the place appointed, pre- 
vioufly taking certain meafures for 
his fafety. It' wa^ in a remote 
quarter of the town, the common 
rciidence of poverty and wretiched- 
nefs, that following the direftions 
of the letter, he knocked at the 
door of a fmall tenement, which 
flood at the corner of an obfcure 
ally, when he was conducted by 
an attendant, fuitable lo the habi- 
tation, up a narrow ftair-cafe, into 
a dirty garret, in which, by the 
glimmering light, he perceived^ 
flretched on a bed, a very old 
man, who, after an apology, en- 
tered into difcourfe on the private 
hiftory of his Lord£hip*s family, 
mentioning many anecdotes, not 
generally known, and concluded 
with afking him, whether he had 
not experienced great inconveni- 
ence for want of certain deeds re- 
lating to his paternal eflate? 
" Yes," replied Lord Stair, " for 
want of thofe parchments, I am 



in great danger of Jofing a portion 
of my inheritance." " There," 
replied the old man, giving a key, 
and pointing to a caiket hy the 
bed-fide, ** there are the writings 
depofited. You will naturally wifli 
to know by what means they came 
into my pofleffion^ and who I am. 
After leading a wandering and un- 
happy life, prolonged to oile hun- 
dred and twenty-five years, I live 
to behold, in yourfelf, a lineal 
defcendant from me, in the third 
generation ! I have for fome time 
heard, with delight, the glorious 
career you have trod ; but, to 
make up, as far as was in my 
power, for the frown? oi fortune, 
and your prefent difgrace at court, 
I refolved to pnt into your podes- 
fion, the contents of the caiket. 

'* The unhappy old man you 
fee before you, was a fubjeft, and 
once a favourite of King Charles 
the Firft, but fufpe6ting him of 
having feduced my daughter, the 
domeftic indignity converted a 
loyal attachment, into bitter ha- 
tred, and an infatiable thirft of re- 
venge. I joined in all the violent 
meafures of the times, was an ac- 
tive partizan in the feveral vifto- 
ries of the parliament forces ; and 
refining on a vengeance, not to be 
fatiated but by blood; after the 
degradation and trial of my fove- 
reign, I requcfled permiilion to 
be his executioner, which, was 
granted ; at the moment of lifting 
the fatal axe, I communicated to 
him, in the rancour of revengp, 
the name, and motives of the per- 
fon who put him to death. Prom 
that hour, my foul has been a prey 
to diftra^tion and remorfe ; 1 have 
been an outcafi, and a vpluntarv 
exile in different parts of Europe 

and 
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atid Alia; and Heaven, as if to 
increafe my punilhment, has pro- 
longed my life beyond the com- 
mon age of man. I fubniit to the 
will of Providence, without repin- 
ing; air that I a(k, and mud infiil 
on, is, that you will leave me to 
my fate, and fhed a tear to the 
memory of one, whofe repentance 
«nd futferings on this fide the 
grave, will, I tnift, expiate his 
crime." 

Lord Stair, agitated by the reci- 
izly and melted by the forrows of 
his anceftor, foon departed, but 
returned the next day, with a de- 
fign to perfuade him to retire to 
the North, and, in the hofpitable 
manfion of his forefathers, pafs the 
remainder of his life, in comfort 
and tranquility ; but the old man 
had precipitately quitted the fpot, 
without a polfibiiity of tracing his 
footfteps ; and in fpite of every ef- 
fort, his fiate remains a myftery to 
the prefent hour. 

Thefe circumftances, unfupport- 
cd by cotemporary or referential 
evidence, and involved in a ro- 
mantic cloud, will not bear the 
touchftone of criticifm and fcrupn- 
lous enquiry; yet the event it 
fpeaks of, which unhinged the 
form of government in thefe king- 
doms, which died the beft blood, 
and diflipated the fortunes of thou- 
iands, has been a frequent fubjeft, 
of ardent and interelling difcuf- 
fion. It was undoubtedly a fear- 
ful, a tremendous quedion ; and I 
believe few ferious and well de- 
igning men would wijOb to be 
placed in the iituation of thofe, 
whofe office it was to decide on 
the life or the death of the king. 

Sinon periiflet periifTemus, were 
the words of a popular writer of 



that time; I fear the pt'oceedia|r 
was dicEtatcd by the flern law 
of political neceffity; and after as 
cool a confideration of the cir-^ 
cun^fbmce in all its afpe^s, as a 
man of warm feelings is capable 
of giving it, I am clearly of opi- 
nion, that if Charles the Fij-ft had 
proved vi^orious in his conteft 
with the people of England ; in- 
ftead of having called in and re 
warded the mild virtues of a 
Brunfwick, we (liould at the pre- 
fent moment have been groaning 
under an abfolute monarchy ; with 
our fettere ri vetted by the merci- 
lefs bigotry of Laud, the affe^ed 
franknefs, but difguifed arbitrary 
principles of Clarendon and Straf- 
ford. 

It was thought, fays a daring 
writer, a bold expreliioh of Oliver 
Cromwell, ** that if he found him- 
felf oppofite the king in battle, he 
would difcharge his piece into his 
bofom, as foon as any other man's." 
" But I go farther," continues 
this fpirited author, " had I lived 
in thofe days, I would not have 
waited for chance to give me an 
opportunity of doing my duty, 
A king, whofe aftions could juf- 
tify rebellion, I would have fought 
through the ranks, and without 
the lead perfonal enmity, have 
difcharged my piece into /jis bofom, 
rat/?er than any other man's." 
Cromwell, at the moment hefpoke, 
little thought he fhould hereafter, 
outdrip the unhappy Charles in 
fubverting the conditution of his 
country, and merit a feverer fate. 
The commentator on his words, in 
the violence of animofity againd 
kings, feems not to have treated the 
inroads of the ufurper, with his 
ufual acrimony and emphafis. 

LITERARY 
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LITERARY MEN; their irri- 
lability, feclufion, and inapt- 
nefe for performing the common 
duties of life, have been often 
remarked and frequently cenfurcd ; 
yet fomething may be pleaded in 
excufe for indulging in purfuits 
which, abforbing for a time all 
our faculties, offer an eifediual, 
perhaps an innocent opiate, to 
mental inquietude. 

Pitied or defpifed by the mer- 
chant, the man of pleafure, the 
iport&[]an, 6r the difpatcher of 
three bottles, and buried in the 
Ihades of rural retirement, or loft 
in the crouded capital ; an author 
derives from paft evil, or prefent 
folly, inftru6tion, amufement, and 
employment ; fondly imagining, 
that, at fome diftant period, tardy 
pofterity may be prevailed on to 
render the unavailing tribute of 
praife to that merit, which has 
been unnoticecl by his cotempora- 
ries. 

Sp wayward in condud, fo averfe 
to all rule. 

By fools decm'd a madman^ by 
wife men, a fool. 
Such reveries, with refpeft to the 
public, may be confidered as harm- 
lefe; and if, like other dreams, 
they vanifll into air, can only con- 
du^ a reclufe to oblivion, the 
common lot of millions. 

Literary productions will alfo 
naturally receive a tinge from our 
tempers, our aiTociates, and the 
great events of our lives ; to thefe 
we are indebted for the midnight 
forrows of Young, ttie pathetic 
eifufions of Hammond, the plain- 
tive fonnets of Charlotte Smith, 
and the elegy of Gray. 

But whik we make allowance 
for the keen feofibiiky of paMia^ 



and the pangs of real mifery, I 
think it neither right or reafonable, 
that individuals degraded by vice 
and folly, (hould, on every emer- 
gency of diftrefs, nifh inconti- 
nently to the prefs, and pour therti- 
felves out in high-wrought rant 
and tumid declamation, againft 
fate, mankind, hard-hearted pa- 
trons, and a cruel world. Would 
fuch perfons refle£l for a moment 
on their own imprudent condu^, 
they might difcover ample caufe 
for all their failures. 

NegleCling this needful retrof- 
peft, debilitated profiifion, exhauft- 
ed luxury, wild theorifts, mad poli- 
ticians, and enthufiaflic aife<Etation, 
cloathing themfelves in the digni- 
fied garb of ftniggling virtue and 
honourable poverty, at times over- 
whelm the town with volumes of 
felf-begotten mifchance, and reams 
of fictitious woe ; heaven and earth 
are invoked to heal wounds which, 
with a little common fenfe, would 
never have been infliCled, and to 
foothe forrows, which a minute 
portion of prudent activity might 
effedually prevent, and fpeedily 
remedy. Thefe miftakes it would 
be inhuman to cenfure feverely, 
but they ought not to efcape notice ; 
for vicious, or negligent failure, 
has no legal claim to that pity and 
affiftance which open-hearted ho- 
nefty, perfonal merit, and induf- 
trious application, ought ever to 
experience. We fliouTd, as long 
as it is in our power, apply our 
flioulder to the wheel, rather than 
iit down, like the defpairing wag* 
goner, with folded arms, and 
dirowing ourfelves on the publiCf 
a belplels, cumberfome, and dif- 
honorable load. 

I ci^e the prefent article with 
a reflection 
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a refieftion made at an early period 
of his career as a writer, by Sir 
William Jones, of whom his coun- 
try and the world have been de- 
prived, fince the firft edition of 
this colleiSlion ; and I earneftJy re- 
commend it to the contideration of 
every young man who feels the 
cacoethe^ fcribendi creeping on 
him. " The profeilion of litera- 
ture, by far the moft laborious of 
any, leads to no real benefit -, po- 
etry, fcience, and lettei*s, when 
not made the fole bufinefs of life, 
may become its ornaments in prof- 
perity, its moil plead ng confolation 
in adverfity; but he who hopes, 
by mere learning and books, to 
raife a family, or acquire a com- 
fortable retreat for old age, will 
find, when it is too late, that he 
has miftaken his path ; that labours 
and fludies of a far different kind 
are necefTary, and that unlefs he 
can allert his own independence in 
a<ftive life, it will avail him little, 
to be favored by the learned, ef- 
teemed by the eminent, or even 
to be recommended by kings." If 
thefe were the conviftions of a 
man eminently qualified to decide 
on fuch a quedion, of one 

" Whofe early genius, fpurning 
time's controul, 

** Had reacli*d, ere others ftart, 
the diftant goal ;** 
what are the profpe^ts of an unfor- 
tunate, but not uh frequent clafs of 
individuals, who, with the feden- 
tary habits, improvident thought- 
lefTnefS) and other unpropitious 
tendencies of a literary reclufe, 
poflefs only common attainments, 
and powers not foaiing above me- 
diocrity ? 

LOUIS XV. King of France. 
This ihort article is intro- 
' Vot. II. 



duced' for the fake of relating a, 
tranfadtion, creditable to a king, 
who would not fuffer his private 
feelings to conquer that love of 
public jullice, which ought ever 
to be paramount in the bread of 
fovereigns. I feize the opportunity^ 
in order to prove, notwithilandins 
what has been infinuated, that I. 
am as willing to do juftice to 
crowned heads, as to private indi- 
viduals. God forbid i fhould ever 
be tempted to fuppreis one memo- 
rial, or one authentic document^ 
in favour of the mod arbitrary 
tyrant that ever reigned. 

A prince of the blood having 
difgraced himfelf by robbeiy and 
murder, in the dreets of Paris, 
was taken into cudody, and, after 
being tried by the parliament, a 
deputation waited on the King to 
inform him of the circumdance, 
but that they would not pronounce 
fentence 'till the royal pleafure 
was known. 

'* And why not, gentlemen?** 
" The ui^happy Prince," replied 
the prefident, a patriot as well as a 
gentleman, for they may be united, 
even in France, " the unhapj)/ 
Prince has your Majedy's blood in 
his veins." 

'^ It is become putrid, and mud 
be let out," anfwered the King. 
Another of the deputies venturing 
to hint at pardonmg the offence, 
his Majefly clofed the bufinefs by 
faying, in an elevated voice, while 
mercy and judice applauded his 
conduft, " Return, without delay, 
and pronounce your decree ; for, 
on my hopes of falvation, and bv 
the facred trud I hold from God, 
he fhould die, if he were my only 
fon." 

The murderer was executed on 
C afcaffold 
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a fcaffold, ia the court of the 
Grand Chatelet, in the early pan 
of the prefent century. 

LUDWIG, JOHN, a Saxon 
peafanty born at Codaude, a 
villa^ near Drefden, of odious 
ai^ect and favage manners. Hav- 
ing* with difficulty, been taught to 
read and write at theparifh (chool, 
Le was» after many meffe^hial ef- 
forts and fevere floggings, pro- 
nounced too ihipid for arithmetic^ 
and difiniffed, with diferace, to 
cow-keeping and ruftic drudgery, 
n-om this time, to the age of 
twenty, he neither touched a pen 
or jperuied a book, but alTociating 
witn low women, of infamous 
chara6ier, and abandoning himfelf 
. to vicious excefles, forgot the little 
^ he had acquired ; his health was 
alTo very much impaired, and his 
apparent natural fhipidity conii- 
derably increafed, by debauchery 
and intemperance. 

At this period of his life, being 
accidentally witnefs to a difpute 
between two farmers, at a country 
wake, concerning a matter, on 
which he thought himfelf able to 
communicate information, he of-, 
ficioufly interfered, and rudely 
gave his opinion. It has been 
Slid, I believe, by Dr. Blair, that 
whatever a man clearly conceives, 
he can properly expre^ ; yet Lud- 
wig, althou^ he faw the pei fons 
be had interrupted were wrong, 
felt confuied and abafhed, and 
entirely unable to deliver his fenti- 
ments in a manner fatis&ftory to 
himfelf, or intelligible to others. 
He was, of courfe, laughed at and 
abufed, as an impertinent fool, 
and a filly clown, with other epi- 
thets top gro^ to repeat, borrowed 



from the nature and tendency of 
his pleafuies and companions. 

He who had for years perfevcred 
in a courfe of brutal profligacy, 
who had refilled parental intreaty, 
the rod of the pedant, and the 
admonition of me pubit, could 
not bear the keen farcaim of ridi- 
cule, and the cutting reproaches 
of contempt. Quitting a fcenc of 
merriment, focial glee, and intem- 
perate pfeafure, to minds like his, 
an almoft irrefiftible temptation, 
he retired to his cottage, and pafled 
a folitary; a fleeplefs night, m the 
anguifli of bitter repentance. But 
the trying interval was produ6Hve 
of falutary refolutions; he in^ndy 
forfook the degrading focicty tp 
which he had devoted himfelf, 
and indnfirioufly followed a new 
occupation, the felling vegetables 
from door to door, for the fake of 
avoiding his old aflbciates. He 
purchafed a bible with the firft 
money he could fave, and applied 
every moment he could fpare from 
labour and reft, to the recovery 
of reading and writing. His apr 
plication was fuch, that during 
the following fevere winter, which 
confined him almoft wholly to his 
cottage, he read through the fcrip- 
tures five times, and filled three 
quires and a half of paper with 
referential notes and texts, quoted 
in th^,margin of his bible. 

His':,reformation of manners 
being obferved, he was appointed, 
as is the cuftom of Saxoov, to 
receive the excife for a little dif- 
tri6t, which adding thi*ee crowns a 
year to his income, enabled him 
to purchafe a few books, the want 
of which had hitherto been a^i ob- 
fiacle to hit making fiuthcr pro- 

grdi 



ffds iQ aajuiremcDt. It wis in 
confequeoce of this little appoint- 
ment in gatherins the revenue, 
that the delirabie alteration in his 
condud was firft noticed by Mr. 
Hoffman, aconuniilar^, from whofe 
account I relate the circumflance. 
In hk 3h}c£i fbte of fenfuality, 
he had been occafionaily employed 
in menial fer vices by this gentle- 
man, who law, with pleafure, the 
change, encouraged him to peife- 
vere, and gave him books. With 
thefe and other helps, he made 
bimfeif mailer of arithmetic, vul- 
gar and decimal fra<^ions, geome- 
try, and fphericai trigonometry; 
and frequently gratified the little 
pride or his hei^ or his refent- 
ment, on a Sunday morning, b^ 

! tutting puzzling queilions to his 
ormer mafter, whom he had 
fcorned to confult, from the re- 
membrance of his feverity and 
flripes. 

Dn Mr. 'Hoffman's next official 
vifit to the village, he was highly 
interefbed and gratified, by the 
xnorzi and intelle6tuai improve- 
ments of Ludwig. On entering 
his cottage, a ruinous hovel, it 
prelented a lingular fpe^cle ; the 
walls, which had been almoft black 
with finoke, were covered with 
propofitions and anagrams, written 
m chalk ; the ihelves, bench, and 
table, were occupied by a flrange 
mixture of domeflic utenfib, and 
mathematical and other inftru- 
ments, of\fingular, but ingenious 
^ workmandlipf having been obliged, 
frcuQ the fiate of his finances, to 
have f«courfe to his own mechani- 
cal .ioutrivance for thefe helps. 
Tflie commifiary was fo much 

ried with his conver&tion, that 
jafited him to \ns hpufe, at 
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Drefden ; and fixm aikr» yhididDg 
to purchafe a few books, he re* 
paired to that city. 

With fear and trepidation be 
knocked sx Mr. Hoffman's door« 
and the fervant, on fefing one 
whom, from hb dre&, he tmiught 
a ploughman, was onjtbe point ^ 
not admittmg him, as a party of 
^ntlemen, of learning and dis- 
tinction, were exf^ded to dinner ^ 
but his mailer accidentally psffing, 
immediately recognized the reform- 
ed mathematician of Codaude, and 
kindly welcomed him. After drcT- 
fin2 him in a fuit of his own cloaths, 
he introduced him to the company, 
with whom he paffed the day* 
Ludwig was remarked for the pro- 
priety of his behaviour, joining in 
the various topics of converiatton, 
and comninnicating mucb ufefiil 
information on fubje^ of naecha- 
nifm, calculation, and agriculture^ 
Before they feparated, Mr. Hojpf- 
man explained to his vifitors the 
fingular circpmflances pf the pea- 
fant's cafe. They made a hand- 
fome colledUon, .with many jpro- 
roifes of providing fpr hio), if l)e ^ 
chofe to remove |p Drefden; biit 
he thankfully declinpd their pilars, 
declaring, that the monej/ h\ bis 
pocket would make him the hap- 
piefl man in Saxony | it yi^cmd 
lerve to repair his habitation, pfx>* 
cure a few necefifary books an4 
in^uments, and enabie him tip 
pafs his life in a way, of all others, 
nc preferred. 

The fubje£k of this article is a 
Ariking example, and an impref^r 
five proof, that the mental and 
moral faculties may be of^n aiid 
effe^ually rouzed to exertion, by 
incitements and modes eaiUy prac- 
tifed An4 applied, by judgment 

C ^ an4 



LUDLOW. 



and dexterity, but totally foreign 
to the rod and invcftivc of a fero- 
cious pedant, which, in fome 
minds, only tend to exafperate 
rebellious pafiions, and confirm 
inveterate itupidity. 

Of the merits or the defe6b of 
David Williams, as an enlightened 
religious paftor, or a modern hiflo- 
rian, I am not qualified to fpeak, 
though a ranting .declaimer tells 
me, his plans are politically inju- 
rious, and pra^ically inexpedient ; 
but, on the important fubje£): of 
education, Mr. Williams writes 
like a philofopher and a man of 
deep penetration, well acquainted 
with the human heart. He has 
fublijhed on the fubjeft, but if he 
could prevail on himfelf to revife 
his papers, and read a public courfe 
of leoures, with inferences from, 
and applications to, active life, it 
would be rendering an important 
fervice to mankind, by enabling 
parents to fuperintend and direct, 
if not whoUj rtianage, the educa- 
tion of their oflfepring, at times 
when the fchoolmafter is abfent or 
forgotten ; the price of admifiion 
fhould be moderate, the language 
andfuggeftionsfhould be calculated 
to all ranks, and the bnfinefs of 
religion left to private opinion. 

LUDLOW, EDMUND, a 
commander in the civil war 
which razed between Charles the 
Firft and his fuWe6Vs, who contri- 
buted, by perfonal courage and 
aSive diligence, to the degradation 
and death of that unhappy Prince. 
General Ludlow appears to have 
poiTeHed political integrity, and to 
have a£^ea from a firm convi^ion 
of the King's unconftitutional con- 
duct ; he confidered a republican 
form of government as beft calcu- 



lated for promoting public virtue, 
as well as private happinels. His 
opinions, perhaps, were erroneous, 
but if they were built on a fuppo- 
fition, that the bulk of mankind 
were a6hiated by the fame public 
foirit which warmed his own bo- 
iom,^ it was a glorious, an honeft 
miflake. 

After rendering effectual ailiil- 
ance towards the abolition of regal 
power, he boldly and confidently 
oppofed the felfifii ambition of 
Gromweli, rejefting, with fcorn, 
the fplendid offers of that fuccefs- 
fiil uliirper, whole conduct can be 
defended on no other plea than 
felf-defence ; he had created, in 
thofe turbulent times, a hoft of 
enemies, of all parties and all de- 
nominations, from whofe open vio- 
lence, or difguifed malice, nothing 
but the mafly and oppreffive fhield 
of military defpotifm was able fO 
prote<5t him. From fuch men, and 
from fuch meafures, our ftern re-- 
publican retired to Vivay, in Swit- 
zerland : the houfe in which he . 
lived is diftinguiftied by the follow, 
ing infcription, 

Omne folum forti patria ; 
which our Englifti travellers, in 
their flight over the Alps, view 
With emotions of triumph, detefla- 
tion, or indifference, according to 
the different impreffions of preju- 
dice and education. 

Soon after the revolution of 
1688, when the regal prerogatives 
were duly bounded, and the rij^hts 
of the people in fome degree alcer- 
tained, Ludlow offered his fervices 
to William" the Third, which he 
readily accepted ; but his inten- 
tions were counteracted by the 
hatred of fome of his perfonal 
enemies in parliament, abetted by 
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B party, which, during the greater 

Kt of that reign, concealed theijr 
red of a free government, and 
their efforts to embarrafs all its 
meafures, under the fpecious mafk 
of public fpirit, and a timid jea- 
lou^ of a prince, to whom we arc 
indebted (whatever might be his 
motives) for the bleffings civil of 
and religious li be rty, which Itruft w^ 
ihall long be able as well as willing 
not only^ to proteft but extend^ for 
Muitum adhuc reftat operis. 
Tho' much is done, yet much 
remains to do. 

LYTTLETON, Lord, fon of 
the venerable and illuflrious 
author of the Hiftory of Henry 
the Second, remarkable for an 
early difpjay, and a flagitious prof- 
titution of great abilities. That he 
would not onlv be a libertine, but 
a libertine, deitroyed, was a decla- 
ration prophetic of his fate, which 
he is faid, on good authority, to 
have uttered with an oath, when 
oi^ly twelve years of age. Yet, 
with all his vices, and a total ab- 
ience of moral principle, he 
attained no fmall confequence as a 
parliamentary fpeaker, and with- 
out applics^tion on his part, was 
appointed chief juftice in eyre, a . 
iinecure which his father, a man 
of dignified fentiment and excellent 
qualities both of head and heart, 
could never procure. 

This illuflrious wanderer, from 
the paths of propriety and virtue, 
united with fhamelefs profligacy, 
and a front which no blufh had 
ever difconcerted, a weaknefs not 
often to be found in minds en- 
lightened by education and a know- 
ledge of the world : he believed 
that apparitions or ghofls occafion- 
ally vmted the earth; and would 



frequently ring hisbell, with vio* 
lence, atmignight, for the fervants^ 
who, on entering his apartment, 
generally found him fitting in bed^ 
m a cold fwcat, with a countenance 
evincing every fyniptom of terror 
and diimay. Thefe vifitations of 
a guilty confcience, or a difordered 
imagination, were probably pro* 
duced, or ibmetimes aggravated 
by intoxication; and he would 
oblige one or more of his domes* 
tics to fit with him for the rcnaain* 
der of the night. 

The man who has pafled a X\it 
of fin and enormity, needs not I 
believe be haunted by any fptric 
more terrific than the flinging re*- 
fle6tion of crimes unrepented^ 
time mis-fpent, and talents unculti* 
vated ; in the defpair of a loft 
heaven, and the horrors of a hell 
which awaits him, he may be iaid 
to *' meet the ghofls of his depart 
ed days, a numerous train, who 
frown like furies." 

I hope for the honor of human 
nature, that many anecdotes re- 
lated of him, and many declara* 
tions attributed to him, had no 
other foundation than that kind of 
bravado, which drunkennefs and 
iniquitous vanity too often pro- 
duce; many of them I am per . 
fuaded deduce their origin front 
one of his well known aflbciates, of 
cccrulean countenance, and infa- 
mous life. Yet, if all be a fi6lion« 
they are fucb fi6lions as would onif 
be conceived in, and applied to, 
the lafl and moft execrable flate of 
human depravity. 

The death of this young man, 
who I wi(h had never been bornt 
was haftened by over heating hino- 
felf in running or walking for % 
wager, and incautioufly c&inking 

after 
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after it; yet hispreternttunlpre- 
poffi^ons followed him to the laA ; 
and, on hb death-bed, he. per* 
Jfted, as long as fenfe remiined, 
that for feveral days precedin|, 
the curtain drawn back by an in vi- 
able hand, had opened at the foot 
4>f his bed, and presented to his 
£ght a fluttering dore ; a convi^l- 
€m which no argument or mode of 
^monih^ting his miflake in the 
circumfbnce, could at all remove. 

A fmall volume of letters were 
foon after publifhed, fuppofed to be 
written by him, which I believe 
few have read without pleafure. 
/This produAion oi the prpliiic 
pen of Mr. Combe, the eccentric 
author of the Diaboliad, and fe- 
▼eral pamphlets during the regency 
debates, is (aid, by good judges, to 
contain letters, on the fcore of 
compofition, fentiment, and lan- 
guage, exa^ly fuch as Lord Lyt- 
mon nwuld have written ; it is a 
fort of epiftolary portrait, a, pic- 
ture of his mind, a ilrong likenefs, 
and the work of an able hand. 

•* My infeniibility to reputation" 
fays this writer, pMBrfonifying my 
lord, '^ is not \o great as you 
would believe^ for the heart of a 
bad man, with all his boaiHng, 
cannot be at eafe, when he pretends 
■to defpife the opinion of mankind. 
Depend on it, he is a hypocrite 
twelve hours out of the four and 
twenty, and hypocrify is the homage 
which vice pays to virtue. I ac- 
knowledge that I have endeavour- 
ed to turn my back on the good 
opinion of the world, and tlut I 
havd Sometimes aocomplifhed the 
buiinefs without confofion of face, 
but never without confufion of 
heart. An inftance highly mortify- 
ing to nie vjuy lately prefented kielf. 



" At a numerous public mttU 
ing in the countv, where my 
£itDer lives, where his property, and 
influence are conliderable, and hb 
name refpe6bed, I was not only 
deferted but avoided. I found my- 
felf alone in the crowd, and what 
was flill worfe, alone out of the 
crowd : I pafled the renminder of 
the day without company, and 
two or three fuch evenings would 
either have driven me to defpair, 
pr have reformed me. I flew m>m 
folitude, which mufl have pro-. 
duced convi^^ion, to diffipation, 
company, riot, and intempe- 
rance. Vice, be it what it may, will 
flill find fome one or other to 
flatter it. There are aflemblies rf 
people, where, when public and 
honourable fociety has hifled you 
from tlie flage, you may find not 
only reception but applaufe. 
Where you meet with every art 
to hufh the pains of reflection, 
an4 to keep out the intrufions of 
confcience : this, indeed, is an 
evil, but I fee not how it can be 
remedied, till you perfuade young 
men that praife and approbation 
are only valuable in proportioo 
to the real merits of thpie who 
beftow them." 

The following invasive, I think, 
every man cannot but agree with, 
who has in his time been fubjed 
to the fcurrilities of goffips and 
fools, who catch at every o[^rtu- 
nity of dwelling on the mifcondu^ 
of perfons who have fome charac- 
ter, and 'whofe fuperior endow- 
ments they at once hate and fear. 

^^ My relation then turns up his 
eyes, and fhrugs his flioulders 
when my name is mentioned — 
this indeed is a flinging mortifica- 
tion, and proves how very infig- 
nificant 
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fiificant I muft be, to be openly 
de&ifed by infijpiificance. Hqw 
loFud muft the hiu of tbe world be, 
when fuch a puny whipfter infults . 
me. If honourable men were to 
fpeak of me with contempt, I 
would fubmit without refentment, 
for I have deferved it ; if they 
ihould pit^ me, I would thank 
them, for mdeed it is more than I 
merit ; if mankind defpife, I have 
only to refift, or fly from their 
contempt. But to be an obje6l of 
fupercilious a'u-s, from one who, 
two years ago, would have wiped 
die duft from my fhoes, and per- 
haps two years hence, will be 
proud of the fame office, a puny 
pratler, who does not pofleis a 
uifBcient decree of talent or impor- 
tance to ^ive dignity either to 
virtue or crime — to be the butt of 
fuch a one fevcrely mortifies me. 
Were I on the other iidc of the 
water, his back-biting looks and 
Ihnigs fhould be changed in a mo- 
ment to well made bows, and 
fuppliant pofhires. If I live, the 
(curvy knave fhall do me ho* 
mage, his fubfervient attentions 
ihall give the lie to the infolence of 
his humbling compaffion. The 
day of my revenge will come, 
when he fhall open his mouth 
for me to ^it in it, a^ he was 
Wont to do, and perform eveiy 
trick of a parafite; his genius is 
to fetch and carry, a.very ipaniel, 
xnade to fawn, and eat your leav- 

Speakmg of a woman, both beau- 
tiful and good, he fays, *' She is 
capable .ofmaking the bad, good ; 
the inconilant, ftabie; and the 
4^8flV, wife." 

The following is fo very appH- 
^blc' to the crying evil of the 



prcfent times, and to the circum- 
fiances and fituations of two-thirds 
of our young ftien, that I think 
it cannot meet ^ the public eye too 
often ; if I ought not to fay, 
repetita placebit, I may (ay, re- 
petita docebit. 

" Miferable is the man who has 
nothing to do, for the human jn- 
telleft, like nature, abhors a 
vacuum, and will embrace anr 
thing, however criminal or trivial, 
rather than be without an objed : 
had I kept my feat in parliament, 
mofl of the unpleafant predica- 
ments in which I am involved^ 
would have been avoided. Z 
fhould have had employment, my 
pafiions would have been incited 
by proper animating objects, and 
my vanity fufficiently fatisfied. You 
know me well enough to be con- 
vinced, that, to fix my attention, 
there muft be fomething which 
infpires defire, roufes a^Hvity, 
keeps hope on the flretch, and has 
a degree of high colouring about 
it ;*power and popularity are of this 
kind,and I amconvinced theywould 
have kept under the bafer paffions, 
at lealc if I was deftined to be a 
flave, my flavery would have been 
of a more honourable kind ; but 
lofing a fituation fo fuitable to mr, 
I yielded myfelf a vidHm to dtHp- 
lute manners. 

" I do not mean to write dif- 
refpe6tfully^ of my father, but he 
was ver}' ignoi*ant of mankind; 
though an able wmer withconfider- 
able underflanding and knowledge, 
he was almofl childifh in his man- 
agement of domefHc parental con- 
cerns. He wanted tnat neceflki^f* 
difcernment which enables a fathe f* 
to read the character of his child, 
to watch its ^growing difpofitions, 

and 
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and gently mould , them to his 
will. I have been facrificed to fa- 
mily vaniy, and at a time when I 
was not ienfible of it. There is 
a good deal of difference between 
a good man and a good father ; I 
have known bad men who excel- 
led my father as much in parental 
care, as he was fuperior to them 
in real virtue. Being the only boy, 
and only hope of the family, and 
taught, almofl before I could un- 
deriland it, that I had an heredi- 
tary and collateral right to genius, 
talents, and virtue, my earliefl 
prattle was the fabjedt of conti- 
nual admiration: as I increafed 
in years, I was encouraged in 
boldnefs, which partial fancy called 
manly confidence ; while fallies of 
^ impertinence, for which I ought 
to have been fcourged, were fond- 
ly and fatally confidered as marks 
H of an aftonifliing pre-maturity of 

abilities. 

** My difpofitions demanded 
prefTure and reftraint in no com- 
mon degree, but vanity had fo 
blinded the eyes of my relations, 
that they fpoilt my mind by liber- 
ty and encouragement, in the hot- 
bed of flattery, for fuch was every 
company where I was introduced. 
The late Lord Bath, Mrs. Monta- 
gue, and many others, joined in 
the family incenfe, and contribut- 
ed to my ruin. I was thus nurfed 
inta an early fhue of audacity, 
and was able at any time to raife 
the laugh againil my father or my 
uncle. 

" After travelling, withoutcon- 
troul in point of expence, and gra- 
tifying every cxcefs and every 
. paflion ; at my return, becaufe I 
made a flowery bold fpeech in par- 



liament, I was received at home 
with a warmth, delight, and 
triumph, which was due to vir- 
tue alone. To give folidity to my 
chara£ter, and to corre^ youthful 
inexperience, a rich and amiable 
your.g fady was chofen for my 
wife. I confefs (lie was handfome, 
and had many good qualities, but 
ihe was cold as an anchorite, and 
though formed to be the befl wife 
in the world to a good hufband, 
was by no means calculated to re- 
claim a bad one.'* 

In another letter, which he is 
fuppofcd to write on receiving in- 
telligence of his father's death, 
thofe who recollect him muft be 
ftruck with the following: 

" I awoke, and behold I was a 
Lord ; from infernal dreams and 
an uneafy pillow, from indgnifi- 
cance and defertion, to a peerage, 
with all its privileges, and a good 
eflate. The carriage of thofe 
about me is already altered, and 
I fhall now have it in my power 
to look down on thofe who have 
pretended to difdain me ; my co- 
ronet fhall glitter fcorn at them, 
and infult their low fouls to the 
extreme of mortification. I have 
received a letter from that dirty 

parafite , full of condolence 

and congratulation, with a my 
lord in ^very line. I will make 
that rafcal lick the dufl, and when 
he has flattered me till his toi\gue 
is parched with lies, I will upbraid 
him with his meannefs and dupli- 
city, and turn my back on him for 
ever. 

** May eternal ignominy over- 
take me if I have not ample re- 
venge on him and a fcore or two 
more of reptiles of the £une cha- 
raftcrt 
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lifter, I will make thp tendered 
vein in their hearts ache with my 
reproach. 

" I have now a full fcope for ex- 
ertion in the lijae of political duty, 
and I hopp this will fnatch me 
from tho(e Circaean draughts and 
other miferable purfuits, which pf 
Jate have been my only refpurce. 
But you muft not expect an inftant 
convcrfion, the aera of miracles is 
pafied, befides, the world would 
fufpeft its fincerity. It is true, I 
am finner fufficient to call down 
the interpolition of Heaven, buf 
the prefent age has no claim to 
fuch coeleftial nptices." 

b is time to conclude quotation)^, 
which, from the evident merit of 
the work, have fwelled beyond 
my intention; I iliall, therefore, 
only give the following (lory, 
which I remember hearing talked 
jof before the book was publifhed, 
but can give no fort of voucher fpr 
its authenticity. 

** It was in the early part pf 
our friend's life," fays the writer of 
Lord Lyttleton's Letters, " that 
he attended a hunting club at their 
(port, when a ftranger of genteiel 
appearance, ^nd well mounted, 
joined the chace. He was ob- 
(crved to ride with a degree of 
courage and addrefs that at(ra£te.d 
the notice of all^ the hounds coqld 
never efcape him, and the huntf- 
man was outllripped during the 
whole of the day. At the concTufion 
of the fport, the ftranger was in- 
vited to dinner, when he aftonifh- 
ed the pompany as much by the 
powers of his converf^tion, and the 
elegance of his manners, as he had 
in the field by his equeftrian at* 
chievemeqts. Whatever was the 
topic, whether in art oj: in fcience. 

Voi.I|. 



in poetnr, mufic, or in painting, 
he was lure to fay the beft thing, 
and make the moft acute obfcrva- 
tions, and fuch was the magic of 
his difcourfe, that it kept the 
drowfy fporifmen awake long after 
their ufual hour. 

But wearied' nature could be 
charmed no longer, and the com- 
pany began to ileal away by de- 
grees to their repofe. On his ob - 
Terving the fociety diminifti, he 
difcovf red ipanifefl figns of unea* 
finefs, and endeavoured, by new 
force of fpirits, and frefli fallies of 
wit, to detain the remaining few* 
This had fome little cffca, but the 
period could not be long delayed 
when he was to be conduced to his 
chamber* the company retired 
alfb. 

** They had fcarce clofed their 
eyes, when the houfe was alarmed 
by the mpft terrible ftirieks that 
ever ^yere heard. Several perfons 
were awakened by the noile, but 
its continuance being fhort, they 
concluded that it proceeded from 
a dog accidentally confined in fome 
part of the houfe : they therefore 
again compofed themfelves to fleep, 
but were foon awakened by Ihrieks 
and cries ftill more terrible than 
the former. Alarmed at what 
they heard, feveral of them rang 
thejr bells, and were told by their 
fervants, that the horrid founds 
proceeded from the ftranger's 
chamber. Some of the gentlemen 
imniediately arofe, to enquire in- 
to this extraordinary difturbance i 
and while they were drefling them- 
felves for that pitrpofe, deeper 
groan? of d^fpair, and (hriller 
Ihrieks of agony, again aftoniflied 
and terrified them.- After knock- 
ing fome time at his chamber door, 
D h? 
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he anfwered them fis one awaken- 
ed from .fleepf declared he had 
heard no noile, and rather in an 
angry tone of voice, defired he 
might not be again diflurbed. 

** They returned to one of their 
chambers, and had fcarce commu- 
'nicated each others fentiments, 
before their converfation was in- 
terrupted by a renewal of yells, 
fcreams, and outcries, which feem- 
ed to ilTue from the throats of 
damned and tortured fpirits. They 
immediately followed the founds, 
!Sand traced them to the chamber of 
their extraordinary guefl, the door 
of which they inflantly burft open, 
and found him on his knees in bed, 
in the a6t of fcourging himfelf 
with unrelenting feverity, his body 
ftreaming with blopd. On their 
feizing his hand to flop the flrokes, 
the begged them to retire, afluring 
them that the caufe of their diflur- 
bance was over, and that m the 
morning he would acqu?.'nt them 
with the reaibns of the ..ies. they 
heard, and the melancholy fight 
they few. After a reptiition of his 
entreaties they, retired ; and in the 
morning fome of the gentlemen 
repairing to his chamber, he was 
not there; on examining the bed, 
they found the (heets extremely 
bloody. The groom iaid, that as 
foon as it was light, the ftranger 
came to the ftable, booted and fpur- 
red, defired his horfe might be im- 
mediately faddled, and ajipeared 
extremely impatient till it was 
done, when he vaulted into his 
faddle, rode out of the yard on full 
fpeed, and was neither feen or 
heard of after," 

MACfflAVEL AND MIRA- 
BEAU, a dialogue between, 
in the (hades. 



I venture to grace .my pa^ with 
this reverie of a rapid, an mgeni* 
ous, but, on certain points^ a mlf- 
takAi writec, in whoie opinion I 
muil be content to be fet down as 
a balf-tuay politician^ comfbrtiOB 
myfelf in the mean time with this 
reflexion, that in politicks, as well 
as religion, expediency and fafiety 
are in general far preferable to the 
brilliant idea of maUng clear nuork* 
The flow, but fure footed mule, 
who cautioufly picks his way, 
fometimes arrives at the end of hb 
journey, fooner than the higlu 
mettled courfer, who prancing 
and curvetting, boldly leaps over 
rocks and precipices on the road, 
with conliderable hazard of his. 
own bones, and the neck of his 
undaunted rider. But I am wan- 
dering from the dialogue in quef- 
tion. 

MaCHIAVEL— MitABEATT, 

Mirabeau. Machiavel, where 
will the prefent war terminate ? 

Machiavel. In making work for 
mapfellers and geographers. 

Mirabeau. Poland to be fure has 
nearly vanifhed. 

Machiavel. And Bavaria may 
be coloured like Auftria. 

Mirabeau. What will be the 
fate of France ? 

Machiavel. Great Britain has 
two objects; to feize a good part 
of your colonial territories, and 
to limit your European acqaifi. 
tions. In her opinion you nave 
already too much fea coafi, with- 
out thofe dangerous additions, the 
marine provinces of Flanders and 
Holland. Dunkirk fhe wifiies to 
become the Emperor's, and to 
make ovelr Corfica at fonoe future 
period to the King of Sardinia. 

Mirabeau. Then you would 
leave 
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leave Fnuice in poffeffion of Savoy 
and Nice? 

MaehiaveL Yes, and give Pied- 
mont to the Emperor ; on this un- 
erring principle, that the more 
numerous the points of contaf^ 
between the Imperial and Repub- 
lican territories, the more certain 
and. the more permanent will be 
the caufes of reciprocal hoftility. 
The poft of being public watch- 
man K>r Europe, and a conftant 
counterpoife to France, is too coil- 
ly for England always to bear, ef- 
pedally as nmji be the cafe, when 
theprefent vaft refources of her 
commerce are diminiflied. 

Mirabeau. If the French Re- 
public is not to be difmembered, 
why not recognize it? 

Machiavel. Is it poffible ^ou 
c^n forget how dangerous a piece 
of knowledge it would be difiuf- 
ine, that a great nation can do 
without a king. B^fides the op- 
portunity is io ^laufible and ex- 
ceUent ror partitions, which but 
for the fucceiTes of France, might 
have eirtended to thcneutral powers, 
Denmark, for inibnce, is getting 
rich, and grants the liberty of the 
pre(s. The contiguous Peninfula 
of Jutland, would be geographi- 
cally convenient to Pruma. 

Mirabeau. England cafh a long- 
ing ey^ on Iceland, and the Ifland 
of St. Hiomas. 

; Machiavel. Tranquebar and 
Norwav muii be given to Sweden 
for hum money ; and the conqueft 
of 'Holland, generally confidered 
as the ruin or Great Britain, will 
ferve for a. time to bolAer up 
Englifli credit, by drivli^g to Lon- 
dbnthe weahhy Dutchmen,' with 
the Ckpe of Good Hope, Bktavia, 
the Spice Illands, and nalfafcore 



Eail India fhips in their pockets; 
but for this concurrence of circum« 
ftances, how will Mr. Pitt be able 
to brag with fuch graceful, yet 
correft energy, of the riches and ' 
profoerity ofhis country. 

Mirabeau. Spain in the mean* 
. time 

Machiavel. If (he can (hake off! 
her pride and fuperftition, muft- 
feize Domingo, and fend an army. 
to take pofleffion of Portugal. 

Mirabeau. I (hould like to fee 
all this done. 

Machiavel. Whyfo? 

Mirabeau. The more extenfive 
an empire, the%afier it.is to e(la- 
blifh within it a free conftitution* 
At Bafle, or Genoa, a few rich 
merchants, or half a dozen nobles, 
eafily manage to concentrate in an 
oligarchy of leading families), the 
whole mafs of public patronage 
and power. England is too fmall' 
for the will of individuals to be 
impotent againft that of the people ; 
but amidft five and twenty millions, 
no one man avails much. 

Machiavel. That is true, and- 
all mav at laft terminate for the 
general good. 

Mirabeau. Exhaufied financesi 
and armie9 ill paid, will at laft 
leave fovereignsatthe difcretion of 
their fubjefts. 

Machiavel. Then for a repeti- 
tion of the fcenes at Paris. 

Mirabeau. No ; mankind warn« 
ed by our example, will provide 
with equal caution againfl the ty-* 
rannic caprice of the mob^ and the 
defpotifniof the monarch. 

Afachiavel. Two fovereigns, I 
think, will efcape revolutions the 
longeih Ruffia, through the ex- 
treme ignorance of her people, 
and Auftria, hf the difficulty of 
D % their 



io MAD DOG- 

their conceftiftg. Community of 
ideas, through the medium of a 
common language, is the natural 
bails and cement of political com- 
bination and improvement. 

MACPHERSON, Mr. for an 
interefting and curious Scotch 
poem, written by him, fee Fingal. 
]V yrAD DOG, bite of, a dread- 
JLVJL ful and deploi-able calamity, 
for which human ait affords no 
remedy, notwithitanding the inte- 
reiled puffs of unprincipled quacks, 
and the mercenary declarations c^ 
cmpyrics, more regularly bred. 
The indelible impreflion which a 
number of accidents of this kind, 
in a village, once made on my 
mind, in all of which cafes, deatli, 
in its moft horrible and terrifying 
form took place, in fpite of every 
effort, will, I hope, excufe my 
introducing fuch an article in a 
work of dais kind. But, truth 
cannot be too flrongly inculcated, 
or repeated too often ; and I think 
it of^ the highefl importance, to 
imprefs and diffufe a fa£t, which 
not a foUtary inilance has yet oc- 
curred to contradict, that the 

filTE OF A MAD DOG 18 INCUR- 
ABLE. 

Should any of my readers be fo 
peculiarly unfortunate, as to fuffer 
an evil, which, from the fhockini^ 
anticipation of forious madneu 
and violent death, is not to be pa- 
ralleled in the long HP of human 
calamities; I ftrongly, I vehe- 
mently recommend a mo(}e, which, 
2htv having repeatedly canvafled 
the fubjedt with medical friends, I 
have firmly refolved, in fuch cir- 
cumflances, to purfue myfelf. It 
is, inftantaneoufly, and without 
the delay of a fecond, to take out 
the pitccy whkb may cifily be 



effeded, as moft men carry with 
them, for convenience, a keen* 
edged clafp knife: in. this cafe, 1 
would take care that the cut fhould . 
be ample and deep, without fear 
of impairing a limb, or wounding 
a blood-veflel ; for what would 
we not endure, to avoid canine 
madnefs, fetters, and fuffbcation ? 
If this only eflfedual method hat 
been neglefted in the firft ftagc of 
the bufinefs, half an hour's omif* 
fion renders it ufelefe; and after 
proving, bv minute enquiry» that 
the animal which inflided the 
wound was clearly and incontefti- 
bly mad (to determine which> ht 
ftiouid be tied up, not (hot, as is 
too often the cuftom) recourfe liiay . 
fafely, and I think juftifiably, be 
had to frequent and large doles of 
opium, for the humane purpofe 
of clofing the eyes of an unhappy 
wretch in everlafting fleep ; far 
more defirable than expofing htm 
to the lacerating harrow of refUi^ 
expe^ation, fuperior, in molt in- 
ftances, to actual fuffering^ or 
referving him a fad, a melancholy 
fpe£bcle, for odious and ever fuc- 
cefslefs experiments, for cords, 
coercion, for weeping and gnaih-' 
ing of teeth. 

MAGLIABECHI, ANTO- 
NIO, a native of Florence, 
during the feventeenth century, 
remarkable for extenfive reading, 
and a memory unboundedly capa^i^ 
cious and retentive, particularly 
on everjr fubjefi relating to books, 
and their various editions. 

His parents, from extreme in* 
dk;ence, were under the neceffity 
otplacing their fon, when a boy, 
and fcarcely able to fpell, in the 
fervice of a fiorift ana feedfman, 
in the environs of bis nacive city, 

and 
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and weeding in a garden was the 
onginaly and, for many years, the 
c6^ant occupation of a man, who 
afterwards i-aifed himfelf to afflu- 
ence and literary diilinftion, and 
wsMii appointed librarian to Cofmo 
the Third, Grand Duke of Tuf- 
cany. The efforts of induftry and 
perleverance being generally found 
to riie, in proportion to the obfla- 
des they have to furmount, Mag- 
liahechi employed the few intervals 
he could {hatch from a fei*vile and 
degrading employment, and from 
repofe, in learning to read; the 
firu opportunity fon which attain*- 
inent was afforded by the wafle 
paper, in which his mailer's feeds 
were wrapped and fent to market. 
His fingtflar and unCeafing ap- 
plication to reading, gradually at- 
ti^dted notice ; he was taken into 
a bookfeller's (hop as an eri-and- 
boy, and a few months after, his 
mailer being queftioned concerning 
him, replied, " Anthony is a good 
lad, but, if he can help it, will 
never fell or carry home a book 
till he has read it through." By 
dint of intenle application he made 
himfelf mailer of the learned lan- 
guages, and in lefs than three 
years, complained that he had 
read through his mailer's Ihop, 
for he perufed with avidity eveiy 
book that prefented itfelf, without 
choice or difcriminatipn, and for 
the mofl part, could remember 
and repeat, word for word, their 
contents. This cireumftance was 
fufpeded of being ftrongly exagge- 
mted, like inany others which de- 
part from the ordinary courfe of 
things : to afcertain the fa£l, and 
try the llrength of our young Flo- 
rentine's memory, a neighbouring 
gentleman lent him a manufcripc, 
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which was Ihortly to be printed : 
after a jperufal, it was returned to 
the author, who called fome time 
after on Magliabechi, and with a 
long face, told him a melancholy 
llory, of having loil what he had 
lately lent him. " Be not diilurb- 
ed," he replied, " call on me to- 
morrow, and perhaps we may re- 
cover the loft Iheep." He imme- 
diately retired to his chamber, and 
the next day produced an accurate 
copy of what he had read, without 
milling a lingle word, or even va- 
rying the method of fpelling. 

Improved by ftudy, and the ge- 
nerous affiilance of literary friends, 
his fame was fpeedily difiPufed, and 
reached the cars of his fovereign, 
who placed him in a lituation, 
where his extraordinary powers 
might have a full opportunity to 
difplay themfelves. Hi§ reputation 
was not confined to Italy ; the 
learned, in different kingdoms, 
confulted him when they propofed 
writing, and on fuch occaiions, 
he freely and urifolicited would 
mention, or fend to them, a lift 
of all the books that had been 
written, or that it would be necef- 
fary to have recourfe to, on the 
fubjeft they had undertaken ; with 
a critical account of the merits of 
the different authors ; he would^ 
at the fame time, enumerate the 
different pages where the moft in- 
lerefting paflages occurred, and if 
any of the books were valuable or 
fcarce, he named the library, or 
the perfon's name who pofefted 
it ; and if it was in a place he had 
viiited, at any pAiod of his life, 
he made a point of defcribing the 
part of the room, as well as the 
Ihelf, number of the book, and 
condition of its binding. 

To 
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To an Abb£, wlio once afked 
his ailiftance in compodng the pa- 
negyric of a faint, far back in the 
Roman calendar, he replied, " You 
arc rather unlucky in the choice 
of your fubje6t ; for there is but 
one book in Europe that can help 
yoUy which is in a pile of manu- 
icripts in the library of the Efcu- 
rial, and the only part of it worth 
reading is fo disfigured by age and 
dampnefs, that it is fcarcely legi- 
ble." The beftower of praife re- 
tired, refolving to dip his pen in 
•the popular and eafy colours of 
embelliihment, rather than travel 
or write to Spain, in a laborious 
fcarch for matter of fa6t. 

Magliabechi confidered books 
and literature as the great, the 
only buiinefs of his life; and is 
d'efcribed, by a traveller who vi- 
fited him, as civil and obliging in 
his manners, excepting a latirical 
fmile generally viable m his coun- 
tenance, which gave an air of con- 
tempt, and affectation of fuperio- 
rity, to whatever he faid. His 
drefi was (lovenly, his appearance 
uncouth, and his addre& embar* 
raffed ; hard boiled e^s and water, 
as being attended with little trou- 
ble in preparing, were his princi- 
pal diet ; he was generally found 
lolling in a fort of wooden cradle, 
fixed in the middle of his iludy, 
furrounded by a confufed heap of 
books on the floor, and a friendly 
(bciety of fpiders, with their cob- 
webs. From this poflure he did 
not always think the enthuice of a 
ffa^eer a fufficieot reafon for raif- 
ing himfclf ; but if any point was 
propofed, difficult to unravel, that 
intei'cfted his curiofity, or pro- 
itiifed to add to his flock of know, 
ledg^ his attention was fliddenly 



awaked, and he was wonderfully 
alert in feeking. or pointing out 
the proper books, but frequency 
exclaimed ta his viiitors, in the 
midft of a learned converfation, 
^* Don't hurt my fpiders," a dais 
of infe6ls for which he had a pe- 
culiar veneration, but mops and 
brooms were never fufiered to ap- 
proach his apartments, but by 
flealth, ... 

Notwithftanding his fedentary 
life, he lived to the agp of eighty- 
one, leaving a large and curious 
colledion of books for the ufe of 
the public, with a fund to main- 
tain a librarian, and an annual al- 
lowance to the poor. Magliabechi 
is an additional proof, that mere 
fcholarfhip, without an aAive ex» 
ertion of the focial affedions, too 
often degenerates into that auflere, 
folitary pride, which, wrapt in 
contemplation of paft ages and 
other times, fhuts its eyes againft 
the prefent fcenc, and frequently 
abforbs the whole man in a favag^ 
unconcern for the pleafures or the 
intcrefl of his fellow creatures. 

On this principle, colle^ors of 
books and coins, connoiffeurs in 
paintings, prints, drawings, and 
mtaglios, amateurs in horfes and 
dogs, in fliort, all enthufiafls ex- 
cewvely devoted to any one fa- 
vorite purfuit, convert innocent 
amufement to injurious crime. 
Folding themfelves in their robes 
de chambre, deaf and blind to the 
voice of merit, duty, and affec- 
tion, they may, like the Pharifee^ 
thank God they are not as ther 
men ^re, &c. &c. They forget that 
the fenfualid and voluptuary have 
fome excufe for their errors, whicb« 
generally 'fpeaking, are focial, ana 
often accompanied with a generous 

and 
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and humane dlQiofition ; while 
their coid-bloodid^ negative vftnies^ 
.have no excufe of pulfe, feeling, 
or conftitution. 

•* What an enchanting objeft !" 
laid Mr, ♦*♦**, more remarkable 
for tafte and virtA than warmth of 
heart, to a lady, whom I have 
praifed more. than cnce in this collec- 
tion. ** I will fliew you one in- 
finitely more interefting," replied 
the fair moralift, leading him from 
a pi6hire to the window, where a 
wretched woman was pining, with 
iier half-ftarved fiamily. The gen- 
tleman dropped his half-crown, 
and retired. 

MAN, ISLE OF, and the 
Duke of Athol, the fove- 
reignty of which, in the year, 
1769, he difpofed of for fevcnty 
thoufand pounds^ and an annuity 
of two thoufand pounds a year, 
on the Iriih eftablifhment, a fair 
and full equivalent. But after 
twenty-five years confideration, his 
Grace felt himfelf diflatisfied with a 
bargain, which between common 
men, would have been confidered 
as valid and irrevocable. He found 
that with his fceptre, he had dif- 
pofed of his rights as a fportfman ; 
in the pathetic words of Mr. pun- 
das, " a folitary groufe was not 
referved for the Duke," a declara- 
tion which, I beg leave, in the 
unceremonious language of truth, 
and plain fa6t, flatly to deny. 

The Duke had a fair and prapor- 
tionate Jhare of the game, but was 
not content, 'till he had exerted 
his influence with government, to 
engf^fs the luhole. He wiftled to 
prck:ure a bill to be pafled, which 
would authorize him or his deputy 
to enter the houfe of any perfon 
in the iiland, and feize their dog 



and gun, b^ which the. domefiic 
prlvi&£es oi forty thoufand perfons 
would nave been fubmitted or ia- 
crificed, to the pleafure, or the 
refentment of one individual. 

" I am not then," cried a Manks 
farmer, exafjperated by this hateftil 
remnant of feudal tenure ; '' I ain 
not to keep a dog or a gun : — and 
his Grace hopes, by his new law^ 
to cncreafe the game ; but he will 
find himfelf miftaken ; if from 
this hour, a partridge, or a groufe 
is hatched within ten miles of my 
farm, or if a leveret lives to be fl 
month old, may I be damned. I * 
have hitherto fubmitted to be de- 
voured by thefe vermin, becaufe, as 
was but fair; I occaiionally fhot 
animals who lived upon my barley 
and wheat, but I am not I thanK 
God, fuch a fool, as to be careful 
of, preferve and feed creatures, for 
the ufe of a man, who withes to 
rob me of my rights, and deprive 
me of my only amufemcnt." 

" The bill has been called a job," 
faid Mr. Duhdas, " but I beg leave 
to contradift fuch reports, which 
are equally falfe and fcandalous." 
" It is clearly and inconteftably a 
job," replied Mr. Burke, "for in 
my opinion, the definition of a 
job, is, the bringing forward a 
meafure with private views, under' 
the appearance of public benefit.'* 

Will princes, peers, and great 
men, never learn vvifdom ? Will 
nothing but their o*wn calamities 
teach them underftanding? I fhould 
have hoped thabt one glance over a 
very narrow channel, would have 
deeply imprefled the obvious doc- 
trine of 

" Omnia dat qui jufta negat." 

I fhould have humbly conceived, 
that other times than the prefent 

would 
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would have been chofen for at- 
tempting to violate folemn public 
agreements, for reviving obfolete 
and vexatious claims. Is the pre- 
fent I would a(k, a fit feafon for 
ariflocracy to harnefs, and lead 
forth her ill favoured fteeds, capa- 
rifoned in the burthenfome orna- 
ments of exploded chivalry, and 
the tarniChed trappings of faded 
pomp. I vi^ould wi& cbrtaiw 
YOUNG MEN, of amiable manners, 
but boundlefe expence, to confider 
thefe queflions, and apply them. 
I bear virith pleafure, that on this 
interefting fubje<ft, their worthy 
father has firmly and explicitly 
exprefled himfelf in the language 
of patriotifm, atfe^ion, and good 
lenfe. 

I wifh not to interrupt the 
halcyon days of love and young 
defire ; human life is not long 
enough, or rich enough to throw 
away or defpife the blifsful mo- 
ments of connubial joy ; I wifh 
them only to fecure a continuance 
of enjoyment by reafon and mode- 
ration. The golden egg is indeed 
a precious, a ufeful tribute; but 
let not the poor bird be ungrate 
fiilly crulhed, or wantonly ex- 
haufled, by exafting or unfairly 
tniictng from her, more than the 
cwflomary depofit ; a depofit which 
has already reduced the portly 
bulk of fiiperfluity, and threatens 
to diminifh, to a dangerous degree, 
the daily demands of neceflary 
nutrition. 

MANDEVILLE, BERNARD, 
a phyfician, patronized by 
the firft Earl of Macclesfield, and 
author of the Fable of the Bees, 
a work which raifed a violent out- 
cry, was prefented by a grand 



jury, and foteniAly preached againft 
by a biihop. 

Yet after frequent penifals of 
his book, in which accumulaCiog 
notes have almoft buried the verfes 
from which it derived its title, I 
have not been able to difcover anjr 
dangerous tendency, or even no- 
velty in the do^rine it inculcates. 
That Providence feverely puniflies 
wicked men, but at the fame time 
extra^b advantage even from their 
vices; is an axiom which furelj 
fets divine wifdom and policy in 
the highefi point of view^ and 
effedually countera6ts ail the evils 
that have been fuppofed to leftilt 
from the free agency of man. 

The father of our author^ a 
Dutch merchant, and a democratic 
opponent of the Stadtholder's party, 
had fled precipitately from juftice^ 
having in a popular comnK>tiop, 
pointed out to an exafperated mob, 
where cannoii were depofite^t 
with which they levelled the houfe 
of an obnoxious burgooudler, whp 
bad concealed himfelf. 

Mandeville, the writer, bs^d 
the art of prefixing o4d and alarm- 
ing titles to his books, by which 
means he turned the attention of 
the public to his performances, and, 
the purpofe of an incre^ded ia}e 
was generally anfwered. Private 
Vices, Public Benefits ; The Virgin 
Unmafked; a Defence of Public 
Stews, and his Attack on charita- 
ble Foundations, in which be 
takes an oin>ortunity of fpeaking 
acrimonioufly of Dr. Ratcliffe, 
and his vail teftamentary bequefts. 

The motives and general con- 

du6t of managers of charitable in- 

ftitutions, are humoroufly def- 

cribed, the bad policy of charity 

fchoolsy 
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fcbopis, occafionally exa^eratedi 
yet fome of his dedu&ions and 
cautions, from late experience, 
ap|>ear well founded. His calling 
Addifoa a parfon in a tie-wig, and 
a reply which one of his clerical 
opponents made to him, not re- 
markably either for pQint or wit, 
that (lis naip9 befpoke his charac- 
t^, man — devil or a devil of a 
tpatn^ hav^ been often repeated. 

Our phyfician found the dinners 
and poft wine of his patron, no 
bad appendage to his fees. At 
table, pis ialhes were humorous, 
but not always decorous ; generally 
Ugh feaioaea with warm anecdote, 
and poignant raillery. The whim- 
fical pride of Ratcliffe, a common- 
place topic, and to put a parfon in 
a pafiion, a favorite amufement. 
On thefe occa£ons, the chancellor 
who loved his converfation, and 
relifhed his humour, would atfe6l 
to moderate, but by hb irony, 
increafed their a^erity, and gene- • 
rally concluded, by joining in the 
laugh againfl the divine. Several 
clej-gymcn, facrificing their pride 
to their intereft, purpofely fre- 
auented Lord Macclesfield's table, 
lubmitted to the indignity of being 
butts to the company for a few 
months, and fecured comfortable 
livings. 

]Vla.ndeviIle was often interrupt- 
fii by repeated quedions from the 
Peer. " Is this ragout wholefome, 
Dr. Mandeville ? may I venture to 
t^thc ftewed carp?" — " Does it 
Agree with your Lordihip, and do 
you. like it?" (was his general 
rep|y.)_i* Yes. •'— ** Then eat with 
moderation, and it mufi be whole- 
ibnie." The nervous Lady link- 
ing under green tea, late hours, 
and Pharo, WQO cannot .^termine 
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whether her chick is to be boil^4 
or roafted, till Dr. Warren ha^ 
called with the nxihifpcr of the 
morning; and the epicure, who 
fefts or phyfics to prepare fpace for 
CaliPaJh^ or Call Pee^ will dp 
well to confider this falutary doc- 
trine, and apply it. 

Mofl men can tell when th^y 
have eat or drank too much ; but 
the rare and more ufefiil acquire- 
ment of knowing when we bave 
fwallowed enough, is not eafilir 
attained. Any one with common 
ilrength of mind, may lofe a mea)[ 
without extreme mortification ; bup 
it is no eafy ta(k for an Engliih 
^omach after a morning ride ana 
a keen air, to fit down to a inp- 
dern table, covered with temptst- 
tion, and make a moderate dinner. 

In this, as in other trials of our 
refolution, he is mofl likely to 
prove vi^oripus, who, like the 
rai'thian, flies and fights. I am 
more and more convinced thajt 
half of our complaints are produ- 
ced by over feeding ; and that th^ 
mofl moderate man of us all, eats 
and drinks to the full, one-third 
more than is fufficient and neces- 
fary for health and nutrition. 

MANWARING AND SIB- 
THORPE, a pair of zealous 
high churchmen and preachers, in 
favour of prerogative, during the 
reign of King Charles the Firfl, 
by whom they were rewarded with 
ample preferment; he advanced 
Manwaring to a bifhopric, and 
fufpended Archbifhop Abbot from 
his epifcopal fun(flions, for rcfufing 
to licence publications oppofite to 
every principle of liberty and 
reafon. I have occafionally been 
rallied fpr dreaming in my .former 
yolujoaes, ^at the long exploded 
^"' ')ears 
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bu|^rf of paflive obedience, non- 
reuhanre, and other flavifli tenets 
of thefe wretched reafoners, uouM 
a}^in be faflitonable ; I faw, or 
fancied I faw furh a tendency, and 
the publicitioni of Mr. RicvcJ, 
amply rnnfirm my apprebenfioiis. 

I will not rcfiife to the chief 
j'lftice of Newfoundland, a merit 
of which he fcems ambitious the 
polifhing, and dreflint; up with 
dexterity, the mufly rfoitrincs of 
Fiimer; they might have pafTcd 
current in the days of chivalry, 
but the clov/rn foot ii difcovcred 
by the inveftigating eagle-eyed 
ipirit of modern writers; not- 
withdandinj; the delufion is aflifted 
by the poetic wand and magic arts 
or Mr. Burke, the charm is dis- 
folved, the fabric vanifties, from 
the talifman of truth, and com- 
mon fenfe. 

llic views of the abjcft tools, 
whom I have fufpended at the 
head of my page, are clearly dc- 
monftrated bv the following pas- 
fagcR from their works: " The 
prince doth whatrr>cver plcnfcth 
nim, wherever the word of a king 
is, there is power, and who may 
by unto him, what doefl thou? 
If princes command any thing, 
which fubje^B mny not perform, 
becanfe it is againft the law of (rod 
or of nature, yet fnbi'^h arc bound 
to undergo the puniihmcnt, with- 
out refinance, railing or reviling. 

«< The king is not bound to 
obfervc the lawi of the realm, 
concerning the fuhje/ls' rights and 
liberties, but his royal will and 
command without confent of Par- 
liament, doth oblige the confciences 
of his fubjcfts on pain of eternal 
damnation : the (low proceedings 
#f popular aflbmbtiesi are not cd* 



culated for the fupply of ftaie 
nereilit}', but are piodudtive of 
fxindrr impediments to the defigns 
of princes." 

A view of tbefr earlv pr«>pen- 
fiue% of Charles, at leait of thofe 
he patronized, long before political 
and religious zeal bad been exafpe- 
rated by mutual injury and rcns- 
tance, would fave the trouble of 
Jon^ and elaborate arguments, on 
the juftice of putting him to death. 
It was undoubtedly a fubjeA which 
claimed due deliberation; bot 
twenty years before he aicended 
the fcaffold, had I been his fiibieA, 
and a witnefs of the favor and re^ 
ward^ he bellowed on the broach- 
ers of the unhallowed, the damn- 
able doctrines I have quoted, I 
fhould inflantl^ and ea^rly have 

Eronounced him unfit to reign. 
HfrnilTion, with a moderate pen* 
fion, might have prevented the 
ihedding torrents of bnglifli bloody 
and have faved the unhappy king 
from temporal and eternal mifery. 
It was a family failing of the 
Stewarts, to encourage fuch men, 
and fuch do^rines : the father of 
f/je martyr to them, flavoured two 
notorious dolors of the fchool of 
flaverv, Cowell and Blackwood, 
who liad the impudence, as well 
as folly to afTcrt, that the king 
was neither bound by the law, or 
his coronation oath ; that permit- 
ting fubje6ls or their reprefen- 
tfltives to deliberate on granting 
fubfidies, was matter of favor, for 
that his jfacreJ majf/fy was empow* 
ered to make laws by -hia own 
abfolute power and indefeafible 
right, without calling a Parliament; 
every Englidiman being a flave, dc 
fafto, as well as de jure, by virtue 
of the Norman conqucft. 

MARY, 



MARY. 
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MARY« the beautiful, but 
Vinfortunate Queen of Scot- 
land, feduced by firong pailions, 
tnd the influence of unworthy at- 
tachments, to ziSts of indecorum 
ai^d imprudenrc, which clouded 
her lifJe with misfortune, and con- 
cluded in untimely death. J have 
peruled, with pleafure and im^- 
proveofKnt, many elaborate at- 
tempts to refcue the chara£ler of 
this frail fair one, from obloquy 
and reproach, I have feen the arti- 
fices of her iniidious, out inexo- 
rable rival, her unnatural fifler, 
clearly laid open, by the majiterly 
pen of an acu^e critic, ^nd a caiu 
did hiftorian ; I am convinced that 
Eli^beth was the enemy of her 
fame, her fortune, and her life. 

Yet, after a cool and impartial 
review of the conduA of the Queea 
of England, I cannot help confi- 
dering it, as in a great meafure 
juftified, by the alarming combi- 
nation of Mary and her abettors ; 
by the general circumflance^ of 
the times, and of the two coun- 
tries ; and by the rebelliops difpor 
fition of a confiderable portion of 
Jier fubjefts, exafperated by th^ 
fuppreired, but malignant bigotry 
of the old fuperftition, and ready 
to feize every opportunity of dis- 
turbing the reign of their trium- 
phant enemy. 

The unbecoming haile, with 
which the fubje£t of this article 
tnmsferred her affections, or her 
perfon from the impulfes of fear, 
revenge, or a fofter caufe, placed 
pew arms in the hands of her in- 
vidious rival, and too often indu- 
ce4 the unhappy Queen to follow 
the violent advice of felfiih or ill- 
defigning favourites, who difiiifed 
ovjcr bjcr cbara£teri in many ref- 



pe£b amiable and endearing, the 
dark Ihades of their own vices and 
fanguinary ambition, Thefe cir«> 
cumibinces were gradually produc- 
tive of mutual injury and hatred, 
embittered by perfonal jealoufy, 
religious rancour, and antient nati- 
onal prejudice, which after a revo- 
lution oif many centuries, is not 
yet extinguidied. 

A thoufand intermingled reafons 
of policy and juflice, at lafl feem 
to have rendered it abfolutely ne- 
cefTary, that one of them muft- 
be deflroyed ; a flate of things, in 
which I believe few of us placed 
in the circumflanpes of Elizabeth, 
would long hefitate, on whom the 
lot (hould fall ; and I an^ perfuad- 
ed^ as well by original documents, 
as by the concurring teflimony of 
the huipan heart, on Umilar occa- 
fions, in a)l ages, that Mary was 
pra<^ifing againft her fifteF the 
fame arts, which failed of fuccefs 
only from a wanit of policy or 
power. Had the Queen of Scot- 
land been born in other times, and 
trod the Ibge of life in other cir- 
cumflances, fhe might have proved 
the glory of her fex, and an honour 
to her country. Had Elizabeth beei^ 
graced with beauty, or Mary been 
lefs fair ; had the Englifh heroine 
been a Catholic, or the Ipvelv 
Caledonian not a Papift, her liit 
might have pafTed unenibittered, 
her death, in all probability, would 
not have been premature. 

Ii^ a picture of the death of 
Davjd Rizzjo, originally exhibited 
in the Shakefpe^r^ Gallery^ ii| 
which the terror pf the favourite, 
and t(ie diQrefs of his miflrefs are 
admirably reprefen^ed by Mri 
Opie, it may not perhaps be known 
by my readers, tnat qi\e of the s^- 
faffins, 
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laffins v^h6 is in the aft of 
infiifting a deadly wound on the 
liiifbrtuhatc multcian, is a portrait 
of Peter Pindar, for which he fat 
at his own exprefs defire. The 
£itiric poet probably imagined, 
that he who had for years been 
occupied in cutting up kings on 
the altar of ridicule and farcafm, 
would be no bad reprefentative of 
the demoliftier of an unpopular 
minion, who, with all his faults 
as a minifler or a man, has left us 
feveral Scotch aire, remarkable tor 
pathetic fimplicity, exquifite tafte, 
and admirable efFeft. 

It has been faid, and not unaptly, 
of the three hiftorians of this un- 
happy Queen, that the narrative 
6f Camden, whofe arnals were 
revifed and corrc6tcd by James the 
Firft, is almoft wholly without 
truth ; that Buchanan has told the 
whole truth, and more than the 
truth ; that Melvil has fpoken the 
truth, but not the whole truth. 

MARLBOROUGH, JOHN, 
the great Duke of, his (in- 
gular declaration, that neither ava- 
rice or ambition could be laid to 
his charge, when they were his 
only predominant vices. See Jen- 
nings, Sarah. 

MASSIANELLO, the fiflier- 
man and infurgent of Na- 
ples; fee Aniello, Tomafo, of which 
the title of this" article was the ab- 
breviation, by which he was gene- 
rally called by his aflbciates. 
TlyfASON, WILLIAM, an 
IVl Englilh poet. Precentor df 
the Cathedral at York, and edit6r 
of Gray and Whitehead, aa offic* 
produdtive rather of difquiet than 
rame or profit ; it would alfo have 
been more honorable, if certain 
ill-natured ftri^turies-cia Dr. John- 



fon had been Jaiii or Jkiig duriitg 

his life. 

Mr. Mafon has been mentioned 
as writer of the Heroic Epiftle to 
Sir William Chambers, a compo- 
fition now generally attributed to 
the late Mr. Tickle, and which I 
had rather be the author of, than 
of any other poem in the Englifli 
language. Befides a fine vein of 
folemn irony, it abounds with fre- 
quent fiafhes of the nftvida vis 
aninti ; the metre is terfe, and the 
language glowing, in a manner 
not often occurrhig in Mr. Mafon's 
performances, that, till he avows , 
it (and fo refptftable a teftimony 
would inflar.rly fiience doubt) I 
cannot confider it as the produdkion 
of his pen. 

I acknowledge, with pleafure I 
acknowledge, that many fubliitie 
and many beautiful paflagcs occur 
in Cara6tacus and Elfrida, which 
may vie with the nobled produc- 
tions of the Grecian drama. But 
if we look for, or wifh to find, in 
Mr. Mafon's writings, a rapid fuc- 
ceilion of affefting incidents, if 
we expe6l to be melted with pity, 
fired with rapture, or hurried by 
the magic wand of poetry. 
Ultra fiammantia mocnia mundi, 
we iliall be difappointed by tcdioirs 
declamation, or the cdld corre6t- 
nefs of claifical erudition. In his 
poem, the Englifh Garden, ad- 
hering to the fimplicity of nature, 
he has (haken off that tendency to 
elaborate ornament, w^hich fo pe- 
culiarly marked his early compofi- 
tions ;. it contains mU"ch ufefill 
technical knowledge ; the narrative 
IS naturally introduced, and well 
mana^d. In the agonizing fmile 
of delpair, fuch a fmile as quite 
ouhforrvws tears^ he has fkilnilly 
introduced 
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ihtrodaced an exprefUve new-coin* 
ed word; yet this performance, 
iiihitriting the fault of all long 
didactic poems, it fometimes dull, 
And qccafionally uninterefting ; its 
moral tendency, and public-fpirited 
hngaage, in the caufe of freedom 
ana virtue, cannot be too highly 
praiied. 

It is to be lamented, that the life 
of a man fo defervedly eminent in 
the paths of literature, a friend to 
liberty fo ftrenuous, and a clergy- 
man fo Exemplary, (bould be con- 
fum^d in adjuiling the petty eti- 
quette of Tergers, vicars-choral, 
br fi|ueaking chanters; and that 
hi6 days ihould be embittered by 
frivolous altercations with book- 
ibllers^ and the vexatious quarrels 
of a county hoipital. 

Pettv contention and provincial 
firife, 

Bbftrew'd with thorns his private 
path of life, 
Vays a late fatirical rhymed, who 
)ias introduced him as an unfuccef- 
f\ii candidate for the laureat, and 
difmifles him, by faying, that lawn 
flceves, mitres, and crofiers, not 
lanrel, are his, and every church- 
rtran's diTam ; and I believe it ge- 
nerally to be nnderftood, that this 
ihtelli^nt member of our efta- 
bliflfed church has been difapppint- 
ed in ceitain profpeds of honor 
and preferment, towards which his 
tnents, and indeed his hopes, had 
tatight him to look. 

This obfervation cannot be con- 
'fidered as any refle^on upon Mr. 
Mafon, when we fee around us 
filth numbers of clergymen, of 
•hijg;h acquirelTTent and pure charac- 
-Icr, negfe^^ed and unprovided for; 
I rather coniider it ^ an a^hial 
proof of The fuperiority and emi- 



dence of his clerical tiaims, but 
of his ignorance in the arts of bo- 
rough-jobbing, canvaffing, and le- 
vee-hunting. I have mentioned 
his difputes concerning literarj^ 
property, and agree withjiim in 
his cenlures of certain arts jm£tiied 
by the trade. With a few excep- 
tions, how rarely are authors ena- 
bled to reap any benefit fbom the 
labours of their pens; they fre« 
quently are ihivenng in want, or 
pinin? in neglect, while the happy 
bookieller is fealling on the fourw 
teenth edition. 

I cannot take leave of Mr. Ma* 
fon, without giving him a caution 
not to cenfure fo illiberally the 
biographic labours of others, till 
he is able himfelf to excel them. 
Were I to feled the bcft fpecimen 
of biography, at this day extant, 
it ihould be chofen (with fome 
exceptions) from the works of the 

rrfon he cenfures — if the word, 
would inlbmtly hold foith Mr. 
Mafon's; it is the only literary 
effort in which he has groffly failed. 

MEAD, EDWARD, a phvfi. 
cian of eminence, and k 
zealous patron of literature and 
fcience, to whom merit in diflrefi, 
of any country, might always ap- 
ply for encouragement and relief, 
with certainty of fuccefs. His 
work on poifons is a complete hlf- 
tory of what had been faid on the 
fubje£t, and contains a confiderabfe 
(hare of botanic and chemical 
knowledge, for the days in which 
he wrote; on the fubjed of the 
plague, he evinces exteniive read- 
ing, and much precautionary uti- 
lity, in guarding agatnft thdt 
fcourge of mankind, which pnf- 
dehce itiay ihnt out, but the mb- 
toem it ap^ittu^ Mitui^ md una- 
vailing 
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▼ailing irt fink into torpidity and 
death. 

Ratcliile'f advice to him, that 
if he did not iiie mankind ill they 
would ufe him fo, is mentioned in 
another part of this colle6tion^ 
The ilubborn afperity, dignified 
independence, and Aern integrity 
of that medical veteran, will not 
allow us to fufpeA that he meant 
to advife an a^ual breach of moral 
reftitude. We can only infer, that 
he thought, and indeed from expe- ' 
rience knew, that a phyfician, in 
his intercourfe with mankind, 
would meet with many worthlefs, 
impofing people ; that fagacity, 
and a neceflary attention to his 
own interefts, would fometimes 
render it neceflary to turn the arts 
of defigning felfifhnefs againfl it* 
felf. During the mod flourifliing 
period of Mead's practice, from 
1737 to 1752, his annual receipt 
was eight thoufand guineas, equi- 
valent to more than double the 
fum in the prefent times, and 
greater than Ratcliffe*s medical in- 
come at any part of his life. But 
Ratcliffe was fcientific in an art, 
with which the fubjc£t of my pre- 
fent article was wholly unacquaint- 
ed, accumulation, by which he 
was enabled to die rich. 

Dr. Mead procured medals, an- 
tiquities, and other curiofities, at 
a very great expence; but there 
was one branch of profuiion in 
his eflablifhment fo peculiar, and. 
I may almofl fay, 10 fuperfluous, 
that I cannot fpeak of it without a 
finile. He is faid to have kept a 
iniftrefs, at the expence of tour 
hundred pounds a year, when, by 
a confemon of the girl, which 
does little credit to her gratitude, 
there was no other intercqvirfe be- 



tween them, than his ' innocent 
pafliaie of toying with herhaift 
which was remariubly fine, and 
hanging in luxuriant curls, at once 
fiiaded and contrafted the beautica 
of her neck. 

Since my former edition, I have 
been informed, on good authority, 
that in this female attachment, ^id- 
vantage was taken of Mead's good- 
nefs of heart, to impofe on and 
deceive him ; that in a moment of 
weaknefs or of paffion (and where 
is the man without them) he be- 
came the dupe of female art and 
finefle. The pecuniary allowance, 
I am alfo told, is exaggerated, and 
that an intercourfe, commencing 
from the noblefl and mof^ charita- 
ble motives, was converted, tr^ 
malignancy, felfifhnefs, and mil- 
conception, into an illicit and pre- 
pofterous connexion. The cir- 
cumflance did not efcape the foil- 
tin i zing eye of irritated re&ntment, 
and Greenfield, his exafperated 
antagonifl, with whom he carried 
on a paper war, eagerly feized the 
opportunity. " Puella," (for this 
curious difpute was in lAtin) 
" fabri vincula tibi finxit, amoris 
tardi, et languefcentis in via vin- 
culofa ;" for (he was the maid or 
daughter (I hope and believe not 
the wife) of a blackfmith in Fet- 
ter-lane. 

Greenfield had, by writing; and 
by praftice, endeavoured to intro- 
duce the internal ufe of canthari* 
des, which, as he obferves, was 
not a new thought, but had been 
exploded as dangerous, frop a 
want of neceflary prudence an4 
caution in thofe who had give^ 
them. Some difagreeable confe- 
quences which took place in one pf 
his patients, came to D^* Mean's 
knowledge. 
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knowledge, and he cehfured it. In 
the heat of controverfy fome harih 
expreffions dropping from Green- 
iieidf inflamed the bufineisy Mead 
^ lolt his temper, carried the matter 
into a court of law, and profe- 
cuted his opponent with unbecom- 
ing virulence and acrimony, for a 
mode of treatment which, it was 
proved, he had adopted himfelf. 

Yet Dr. Mead was a defirable 
character, with much to praife 
and little to blame ; a ^od phyfi- 
cian, and a pleaiant nuui, charita- 
ble, humane, liberal, and benefi- 
cent ; a praife which, notwith- 
ilanding the druggies of unobtrud- 
ing humility, is certainly the juil 
due of the elder Dr. Lettfom ; 
Aot that I mean to include, in the 
moft diftant manner, the charge of 
** Amoris tardi et languefcentis," 
againft that gentleman. 

Woodward and Mead had vio- 
lent and frequent altercations, 
which at lad ended in an accidental 
perfonal rencounter; they both 
drew, but, according to Wood- 
ward's account, Mead did not love 
cold iron, and was retreating, when 
Woodward making a falle flep, 
fell down ; his antagonifl then ran 
in, and demanded, as he dood 
over him, if he would fubmit, and 
afk his life. ^' If you offered me 
your phyfic," (faid Woodward, 
remarkably on all occafions for the 
kcennefs of his irony) ^^ I would 
certainly beg for my life, but I 
liave no fear of your fword, and 
certainly fhall not a(k it." Further 
confequences were prevented by 
amicable interference. 

A modem phyfician, after deer- 
ing clear of the factions of a couit, 
the perfecutions of a college, and 
the intrigues of a city hofpital, 



after equally defptfing thefmilesor 
the frowns of apothecaries, nurletf 
children, and old women, on iiir^ 
veying the life and mod of the ac- 
tions of Dr. Mead, may iafelv iay^ 
" I will go and do likewife.'^ 

Who would believe, if it war 
not confirmed by refpe^ble au- 
thority, that this learned and emi- 
nent phyfician made a journey p 
Paris at the aee of feventy, to re- 
ceive lefTons from Dupr^, the h» 
mous French Dancing Mader ?— 
Being accidentally furprized by an 
acquaintance in the very a^ he 
difcovered no confiifion, begged 
leave to finifh his lefTon, and then 
obferved, " I am not aihamed to 
own, that what the majority of 
mankind perform for pleafure, I 
undertake for health; and having 
found myfelf every day lefs able to 
go through the fedentary drudgery 
of my profefRon, I thought the 
amufement of a journey to Paris, 
and a little gymnadic exercife un« 
dcr DoSor Dupr^, might, by vary- 
ing the fcene, be ufeful to my con-> 
ditution, and I already find the 
advantage." 

When Dr. Friend was commit- 
ted to the Tower, more as was ge- 
nerally fuppofed from the rage of 
party malice than anv a£tual guile. 
It ought to be recorded to the ho- 
nour of the fubjedt of this article, 
that he was indefatigable in making 
application for his liberty, but for 
a long time without fuccefs, until 
fome great man at Court, having 
occafion for Dr. Mead's profeflional 
alfidance, he politively refufed his 
attendance, unlefs Friend was dif- 
charged from confinement. 
TXyfETHODlSTS, a-Chridian 
lYJL fociety, whom in an ar- 
ticle, afiigned to Mr. Welley, 
J have 
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^ Hemewtx d^firoos irc mary be 
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rjpd, this great vork is not like* 
:o lie accomplished by eitrara- 
f:;ant, wik!, fanatical, ndiculous, 
ftroUing entbofiaib.'' 

The ambor in a hnmoroas way 
then proceeds to qneitioo tbe Me- 
ibodiiU in the following man- 
lier, extn^ed from tbeir own 
writings : 

^* What beart could hold out 
agtinft your perfuafive eloquence, 
jrour flights, and your allufions, 
fllelting, tender, amorous, foft, and 
jWeet ? God gives you a text, and 
dlre^ to a method on the pulpit 
ftltrs; the blefTed Lamb reveals, 
and Sifter Williams, who is near 
the Lord, opens her mouth to con- 
Htm it; Jefus rides triumphantly 
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How pnesay k ic wbaa ^ miats^ 
bo^Ms^ and weaksitv ot ginoe are 
bon^ OQ the Ms ot Chnn, ^m* 
aJad. OQ his kooes* and vaUung 
CQcaer the droppinss oc his hkigdi 
wbtLe tiram the ioreiy tKc and 
iiity lips of the ivect Jefin^ diftiU 
pceci:iispaiaxi]l^andfwcet finett- 
ing n:3ETTiL Lt dhe mean time^ 
among oiir ibttl-ieekicg brothers, 
oar iwee: ibciecces of women, our 
love-feans, our precious, poor, 
fweet, liide lambs, a gracious mcit- 
ing is Tiiiblr; to their abfent 
friends on the top oc Pil^ah, to' 
thofe fweetly lleeping 00 that bed 
perfumed bv our Lord, a thoMTand 
kiflcs are ifent. When brqtiier 
Whitfield preached, the fmiles jof 
a cherubim were in his couote^ 
nance ; the hearts of the hearers 
were melted into tears; they ha^ 
an over-weening fondnefe for hiip; 
they ran, and ftopped him in the 
alleys, they hugged him in their 
arnw, and'iaid. Where thou gQcft, 
I will go, where thou lod^ftf { 
will loc&e." 

In Mr. Whitfield's account of 
God*s 
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G^'s dealing wkh him, he af- 
cribes to the Holy Ghoft, what any 
man in his fenfes would be afhamed 
to own. Befides a deep tin6ture of 
fiiperiHtion, enthullafm, and vain 
glory, the narrative is boyifli, ludi- 
crous, filtby, nafty and fliameful, 
equally (hocking to decency and 
good fenfe. " About this time," 
lays Mr. W. ** I grew popular in 
my «wn country ; after fermon, 
enquiry was made who I was ? 
hearty groans were at times heard 
through my congregations; two 
little children were fent home cry- 
ing to their prayers, and a girl of 
thirteen told me, ilie was pricked 
through and through with the 
power of the word. 1 carried high 
lail, thoufands and tens of thou- 
fands crouded to hear me; my 
fermons were called for; when I 
preached, one might walk upon 
peoples' heads, God fuffered not 
a tongue to move againft me ; I 
was admired, prei^d, faluted, 
hands kiiTed, and hugged: they 
melted, wept, and hung on me 
as an angel of God. When their 
firft-born departed, tears, cries, 
f\ghs, and bitter groans burft forth, 
water gufhed even from ftony 
rocks. Favours, entertainments, 
liberalities from gentlemen, ladies 
eleft, and honourable women, and 
a ten pound Bank bill for myfelf. 
Come, ye Pharifees, and fee the 
Lord Jefus getting himfelf the 
viftory; every thing falls before 
me; dear brother Harris reminded 
me, and God fuggefted to me, that 
I was like Jolhua fubduiiig nations 
and dividing the land." 

** Hell trembles before brother 
Whitfield," fays a Mr. Seward; 
^* the kingdom of darknefs totters, 
and is ihsSLen. The Lord revealed 

YoL.II, 



himfelf to a child about feveo 
years old in an amazing manner i 
the fpirit gave her to wreiUe in 
rapture and eameftnefs for the 
churches, which convinced htr 
an uncommon work was wrought 
on the eaith. Many fuch m* | 
Aances of the outpouring of the 
fpu*it have we amongft us. I fell 
from my horfe without injury, for 
God fent his angel to prefei*ve me j 
I was loft in a wood, and he fent 
a guide to fet me right. 

" At our love-feaft," fays Mr. 
Wefley, " I was fei zed, with a fe- 
ver, a pain in my back and neck, 
a cough and hoarfenefs that I 
could hardly fpeak. I knew my 
remedy, and immediately kneeled 
down, in a moment the pain was 
gone, God took away my hoarfe- 
nefs, and I lifted up my voice like 
a trumpet." At another time, the 
Creator of the Univerfe cleared up 
the weather, conduced the Me- 
thodifts out of a wood, ind pro- 
vided their paftor with a man and 
horfe. 

Whatever favours and promotes 
their caufe is from God, all op- 
pofition and obftruftion is from 
the Devil. " I had," fays Mr. 
Whitfield, " for the moft pait 
power over my fecrct and darling 
fin, but being, on a certain occa- 
fion, overtaken in liquor, Satan 
gained his ufual advanuge over 
me." By this method fin is con- 
fidered as an involuntary thing, 
and the impulfes of a man's own 
lull and intemperance are imputed 
to Satan. *' But of all our trials 
and buffettings," obferves Mr. 
Wefley, *♦ we found the moft 
tioublefrom a fpirit of laughter, 
which neither myfelf or my hear- 
ers were able to rcfift, though i^ 
F was 
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was pain and anguiih unto us. 
Some were pfFended, ^and would 
not believe but we could help 
laughing if we would, but Satan 
foon taught them better; for being 
fuddenly feized in the fame man- 
ner, they laughed without ceafing 
for two days, a fad fpe6lacle to all. 
On a certain day we walked out 
to iing Pfalms in a meaddw, and 
could not refrain irom this affec- 
tion' of Satan, though ready to 
tear ourfelves in pieces, and were 
forced to go home without fining 
another line." 

It is fhocking to hear, continues 
Biihop Lavington, their pre- 
fumptuous and uncharitable ap- 
plication of divine judgments; they 
confider the misfortunes of their 
enemies as fo many puniihments 
inflided by Providence on their 
oppofers. Mr. Wefley, on hear- 
ing of the death of any perfons of 
that defcription, generally obferv- 
ed, " They are gone to give an 
account of their hard ufage of the 
Methodifts." I cannot but think, 
laid the fame perfon, during the 
rebellion of 1745, " that when« 
ever there hath been any thing 
like a public attempt to fuppre^ 
us, public trouble arifeth in the 
land." 

Mr. Whitfield, in his anfwer, 
cenfures the irreligious and un- 
chriilian banter of the Prelate, ac- 
knowledges many miflakes in his 
pad writings and condudt, many 
of which are to be laid to the fcore 
of youth and inexperience. The 
Biihop*s account of the Montanifls, 
Mr. W. diiallows, as being in a 
good part taken from a hifiory of 
that fca, by Dr. Lee, of St. John's 
College, a work on which no great 
reliance can be laid. Befideswhich, 



Mr. Whitfield might have added, 
that there is not a fingle produc- 
tion of the Montanifl writers ex- 
tant, the whole of our knowledge 
of them being drawn from the fuf- 
picious and e^ggerated accounts 
of their bittereft enemy. " You 
acknowledge, he continues, '^that, 
like the Montanifls, we both fet 
out, with warm pretences, to re- 
formation. The fincerity of our 
. pretenfions, can be bed determin- 
ed by him to whom all hearts are 
open. 

*' With the fame candour, you 
accufe us of heginnifig our adven- 
tures b^ field preachine, forgetting, 
or omitting, at the mme time, a 
very effential circumfbnce, that 
we did not begin field preaching, 
*till we had been driven from the 
pulpits and the churches. You 
accufe our preachers of being at- 
tended by a fturdy fet of followers, 
with clubs under their cloaths, me- 
nacing and terrifying all who dar- 
ed to oppofe us; but, alas, the 
countenances, and, in two i nuan- 
ces, the limbs of our pallors, can 
bear witnefs, that if there be a fet 
of fturdy followers attending our 
preachers, it is to vilify, abufe, 
interrupt, and beat us. 

" But why rake up the afhcs of 
the dead ? Mr. Seward, as well 
as myfelf, in the heat of zeal, 
wrote many unguarded things. 
Our treatment of Archbiihop Til- 
lotfon's memoiy was too fevere— 
I condemn myfelf heartily for it ; 
but if, in this defamatory employ, 
we have been culpable, you take 
care not to fall fhort of us. 

** My prayers for ill ufage, per- 

fecution, martyrdom, and death, 

poured forth in the hurry of an 

irregular, but well meant zeal, I 

retraA, 
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retra£^, as fufFerings for Chrift 
will [come fail enough of them- 
felves. Severities and mortifica- 
tions are, you fay, another me- 
thod of gaining a reputation for 
fandity ; but were not our Saviour 
and St. Paul, occafionally difcipii- 
narians ? Might not the Metho- 
diib, in common Chriftian charity, 
have ufed abdinence, for a nobler 
and a more important end, to pre- 
vent, while they were preaching 
to others, their being themfelves 
caft away. 

** I acknowledge, with concern, 
that many unwarrantable paiTages 
occur in my Journals ; they were 
my carlieft performances, written 
in the heighth of my firft populari- 
ty^ a popularity fuflicient to have 
made a ilronger and an older 
head than mine run giddy ; your 
cenfure is juft, on my faying I 
could viralk on foot no longer, 
but was confh-^ined to go in a 
coach> to avoid the Hozannas of 
the crowd. 

" With refpeft to coeleflial in- 
terpofitions, . God's dealings, and 
other terms I at times have made 
ufe of, they may have been indif- 
creet; yet I cannot but think, 
from paii experience, that God 
hathy at times, vouchfafcd, com- 
fortable ai&ftance and fiipport to 
the great and glorious work we 
have undertaken. 

** To your harfh cenfure of our 
doctrines, I can only fay, they are 
the great foundation flones of the 
reformation, for which Ridley, 
Latimer, and Cranmer, fufFered 
at the flake, J agree, that good 
nAJoris do necejjarilyjpringfiwn a true 
and lively faith^ as a tiee is itwum 
iy its fruits \ hut I alfi infill^ 
that proper^ motives^ a firm truft^ 



and reliance m God^ and the merits 
(f eur Saviour and Redeemer Jefus 
Cbrijiy mufi necejjarily precede tlnfe 
defirahle ends" 

MICA, CHARLES EMA^ 
NUEL, a private foldier 
of the principality of Piedmont, 
whofe name and conduct ought 
not to be forgotten. Without 
education or patrimony, and with- 
out a knowledge of hiflory, which 
byi^lacing before us great exam- 
ples, is fo admirably calculated to 
mfpire noble fentiments, he pof- 
fed^ the confummate refolution 
and patriotic firmnefs of a hero. 

In the year fevcftteen hundred 
and Hk, the French army having^ 
over-run Savoy, entered Piedmont, 
laid fiege to Turin, and after en- 
countering various difficulties from 
the vigorous fallies, and obflinate 
defence of the garrifon, at length 
gained pofleffion of a fubterraneous 
gallery leading directly to the cer- 
ter of the town, which they re- 
folved to furprize the following 
night. But it happened that a 
body of miners were that moment 
working exactly under «he fpot. 

Mica, the fubjeA and honor of 
my page, as foon as he heard the 
French over his head, concluded 
that if a blow was not diredUy 
flruck, Turin would be lofl, and 
his country conquered by a na- 
tion, generally detefled by the 
Piedmontefe. The mine was al- 
ready charged; but not having at 
hand what engineers call a faucif- 
fon, which would have enabled 
him to retire in time, he faw no 
alternative, but to admit the ene- 
my, or facrifice himfeJf. He glo- 
rioufly chofe the latter, communi- 
cated in a few words his defign to 
Fa the 
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the part^i reconamended his wife 
and children to the king, begged 
his ailbciates to pray for his lotil, 
infilled on their retreating as h^ 
as poffible, and on theii making t 
fignal, prerioufly agreed on, that 
they were out of £ui|;er^ he fet 
fire to the train^ the mine blew 
up in a moniciit, involving him- 
ielf and enemies in convulfive mini 
promifcoous carnage, and inevita- 
able death* • 

Thefe circnrnftances* I truft, 
will not be read without emotions, 
which fwell the breaft of the ihan 
who attempts to deftxibe them ; a 
worthy individual tearing himieif 
from his funily, and meeting 
death in its moft terrific form, 
with cool intrepidity. His fove- 
reign lamenting that the fafety of 
his capital had been purchaf^ at 
the expence of fo valuable a life, 
fettled on bis widow and children, 
an efiate which his defcendants fUll 
enjoy. 

Such behaviour, and fuch bene- 
ficence were princely; they de- 
ferve, and generally enllire the 
exertions of bravery. But the cafe 
will be fer otherwife in an army 
and navy preyed upon by con- 
tractors and a^nts, who watch 
every opportunity to diminiih the 
feanty pittance ot the private (bl- 
dier, the failor, or the fubaltern, 
and what they cannot at laft with- 
hold, to embitter with infolence or 
delay. 

Should an army or navy be thus 
drcumfianced, it will not be fur- 
prifing, if men enter fuch a fer- 
vice with relu&nce, or, when 
entered, that thty become liftlefs, 
mutinous, and inadive. The 
martinet, the rigid difcipiinarian, 
atid the blufiering captain, may 



defptfe fuch r«*afa!ning, and ima- 
gine that the halbert and cat-of* 
nine-tails, will anfwer every de- 
finable purpofe to quicken and ex- 
cite : Are men then, after all, on- 
ly moving machines ? Thefe gen- 
tlemen &ould recoiled, that in 
the heat of an engagement, the 
lame muflcet that is pointed at an 
enemy, mayeafily, unobfervedly, 
and 1 think very joftly, be point- 
ed againfi an unjuft and mercilefi 
commander. 

Much has of late been faid on 
the miferies and oppiTffions of the 
unhappy Africans; and wretched 
indeed they are ! But let us irna* 
gine a failor, torn from his (hip, 
after many years abfence from his 
country, with all his hopes and all 
his expectations about him, and 
dragged on board a king's fhip, 
under an unfeeling and defpotic 
captain, who has a proper under- 
(landing with his porfer. To va- 
ry the Tcene, but not the wretch- 
ednefs, let us imagine a peafant or 
mechanic enli{tin|; in a moment of 
foUj or intoxication, and ordered 
to join his regiment in the coun- 
try, expofed to finical ftripling 
cadets, an agent, mailer of his bu- 
finefs, and a haughty lieutenant- 
colonel, of furious ungovernable 
paffions, while the/cenred general 
IS only vifible at court and the 
club. Under thefe circumfiances, 
obnvgred to the Eafl Indies, or 
our iiigar iflands, thofe charnel 
hoofes of Europe, I cannot but 
think the foldier and failor may 
look with envy on the negro, 
broiling and bleeding under the 
feoum of the cruel overfeer. 
jkillLTO, a bewitching and 
XVjL dangerous woman, a native 
of Phocsa, in Ionia, and the fa- 
vorite 
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vorite mifirefs of Cyrus, whom, 
sccording to the luxurious cuftoms 
of the 1^(1, ihe accompanied in 
his memorable, but unjudifrable, 
expedition againft Babylon; an 
expedition which has been handed 
down to pofterity by. the mafterly 
pen of Xenophon, an cye-witnefs 
of, and a refpedable a6tor in, thef 
interefting (cenes he defcribes ; 
though it is to be lamented, that 
(o long a fpace elapfed between 

THE RETREAT O? THE TEN THOU- 

AiTD, and the time when he a6hi- 
ally wrote the Anabaiis. 

At the death of her royal lover, 
this fair appendage of a PeHian 
camp, with other articles of fplen- 
did fuperfluity, or cumbenome 
pomp, became the property of 
Artaxerxes, the conqueror and 
brother of Cyrus ; and fuch were 
the charms of her perfon, or the 
powers of her underftanding, that 
the GREAT KiHG became the flave 
of his captive, although an efta- 
bliihment of three hundred con- 
cubines, befides Atoifa, his lawful 
wife, fhould feem to have left little 
for the depravities of imagination, 
and lefs for exhaufted nature. 

I will not dwell on the indeco- 
rous verfatility of that heart, which 
could thus almoft inllantaneoufly 
turn from the bleeding and muti- 
lated corfe of a vanquifhed hero, 
to the embraces of his triumphant 
rival; fome allowance muil un- 
doubtedly be made, for the (lem 
laws of war, and thegrofsunfenti- 
mental texture of an Eaftem attach- 
ment, which generally commenc- 
ing with force, and continuing in 
coercion, is faid to be broken with- 
out k (igh, and repaired without a 
ftniggle. In fuch cafes, the fate 



of woman and of weaknefs ha# 
ever been decided by the fword of 

the viifVor, and Milto, like tnskttf 
a European dame in fable weeds, 
probably moderated paifion by po« 
licy, fupprefTed oppofition becauie 
it was unavailing, and ft>rmin^ tt 
compromife between her feelings 
and her iituation, diiguifed or fon^ 
ened the harQinefs of inexorable 
neceifity, by the merit of an early 
compliance. I will not decide on 
a condu6t, which offers mtich for 
the moralift and much for the ca- 
fuift to difcufs ; perhaps a pra6K- 
cable inference might be drawn 
from the unaccommodating purity 
of Lucretia, the lender confli^b 
of the melting Dido, the unfeemly 
lapfe of the Ephefian matron, and 
the unbridled licentioufnefs oSf her 
modern i-eprcfentative, »*»*•♦ 
****, in whom, if the hofpitable 
*•** couW arife from his grarc, 
he would fee exemplified, age with* 
out wifdom, and the ghoft of de- 
parted beauty haunting, whh the 
reftleflhefs of a Gallopin da village, 
thofe giddy circles where her ho- 
nor died. 

I fear that Milto was an incon- 
flant prude, or an unprincipled 
coquette; fhe became a fource of 
domeftic difcord in the conque- 
ror's family, and finally deprived 
him of the affections and loyalty 
of his eldeft fon. It had been the 
cuftom, almoft from the founda- 
tion of the monarchy, for the help 
apparent, on his arriving at a cer^ 
tain age, to l)e proclaimed faccef- 
for to the throne, for the ufeful 
purpofe of cruihing competition, 
and preventing the dangers of a 
vacant throne. On this occafion, 
the young Prince was always al- 
• lowed 
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lowed to aik a &vor, Which, in 
no one infhnce on record, had 
ever been refiifed. 

Thofe who know, by painful 
experience, the timid folicitufie of 
love, are beft qualified to judge of 
the difh'efs of Artaxerxes, when, 
in the face of the whole court, his 
beloved fon demanded, on an oc« 
jcafion which barred refuial, the 
fiur favorite of his bofom. 

From tht rigid and fuperilitious 
obfervances of Perfia, backed by 
the folemn perfuafions of the High 
Pricft of the Sun, the young Prince 
became pofTefled of the enchanting 
Milto, who, in this fecond inflance, 
fubmitted to her fortune without 
relu6bmce. Indeed, from the am- 
bition of riiing hopes, the vigor 
of a youthful lover, the trmblefime 
affiduities of an aged one, or ^om 
that aftonilhing influence, which, 
from certain late and flriking in- 
fiances, ripened beauty at fix and 
thirty has been obferved, from 
management, dexterity, and other 
arts^ to exercife over hot-heated,, 
raih young men, an intered in 
£ivor of the Prince appears to 
have already taken place in her 
heart. ^ 

The unhappy father foon after 
reclaimed his captive ; funily dif- 
lention, and confpiracy, real or 
pretended, followed, and ended in 
the death of the fon. Thus beauty, 
#hich, long bffore the days of 
Helen and Troy, had deflroyed 
kingdoms, and made fools or mad- 
men of the wifeft and bravefl of 
heroes, fatal beauQTy ruinous alike 
to itfelf and others, deprived the 
Perfian Monarch of the miilrefs 
of his hearty and his kingdom of 
a much lov^Tnoice. 



J have been occafionally cenfured 
for crouding the pages of this col- 
le^on with narratives of female 
frailty, a fpecies of mifconduA 
which, it has been faid, ought to 
be aifigned to the iniiamy and obli- 
vion it deferves. I have before 
obferved, and again repeat, that 
ray purpofe is to point out to the 
fex the omnipotence of their in- 
fluence, even when illicitly exerted. 
Could thefe ladies paramount of 
Uie creation, be only perfuaded to 
exert it corredly, and difpenfe 
their fmiles to good men alone, 
firmly rejeAing every advance from 
Infamous or debauched individuals^ 
I am perfuaded, that a moftdefira-> 
ble revolution would take place in 
the manners of the age. Such 
gentle but irrefiflible ceniors, would 
lupply the glaring, the rapid de- 
cay, of moral and religious im- 
prefiion, and operate to the full as 
efFeftually, and far more pleafantly, 
than the mod elaborate additions 
to a penal code, already bulky and 
voluminous in the extreme. 

MIRELE5S, ANDREW, a 
tanner, of Leith, near Edin- 
burgh, of regular habits, and ap* 
parently of fobcr life, in a countiy, 
and at a period, when, whatever 
other improvements wealth and re- 
finement have produced, laxity of 
conduct or of faith would not have 
efcaped notice and puniihmenfi 

In January, 1 749, he was called 
by bufinefs to Haddington, fifteen 
miles from his houfe, but not being 
returned at midnight, his wife and 
fiunily were confiderably alarmed \ 
particularly at two o'clock in the 
morning, when, after long and 
anxious expedation, his hone gal- 
loped mto the 3rard| in a bk^My 
condition, 
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eonditioD, and wounded in feveral 
parts of its body. From this cir- 
cumfiance, they concluded that 
Andrew was murdered, as part of 
his road was through a wild unin- 
habited common, infamous, in 
former times, for violence and 
robbery. 

Application was made to a ma- 
giftrate, and a proclamation iflued 
the next day, offering a reward 
for apprehending tlie fuppbfed 
murderers. On taking a furvey of 
the common, a mafliff, which ufu- 
aliy followed the tanner, was found 
ihibbed in feveral places, and dead 
under the furze. As the perfons 
employed proceeded in their feai'ch, 
they met two drunken chairmen, 
carrying a fedan, in which the 
coat, hat, wig, whip, and fpurs, 
of Mirelees, were found, as alfo a 
large clafp knife in one of their 
podLets, all of which were ex- 
tremely bloody. 

The men could give no fatisfac- 
tory account, but faid, they had 
carried a lick perfon to MuffeU 
burgh (which was fa6t) and that 
on meir return, they had met with 
perfons who made them drunk ; 
that they found the coat, &c. in 
the road» on their return : under 
thefe circumflances they were both 
committed to prifon. It appeared, 
from enquir}', that Mirelees had 
adbfelly dined at Haddington, 
where he received twenty-five 
poudds, at half pad five o'clock ; 
that he called in his way home at 
Mufielburgh, within five miles of 
his own houfe, but could be traced 
no further. 

Five weeks after the proclama- 
tion was ifiued, Mr. Burton, a 
reputable tradefinan of Edinburgh, 
returning from Sheffield to Leeds, 



was furprized, as he paiTed through 
the kitchen of an inn, to fee Mire- 
lees, in the chimney corner, quietly 
fmoking his pipe and reading the 
news. After the ardor of curio- 
fity, and the ftare of wonder, were 
iatiated. Burton prevailed on ihe 
fugitive to accompany him inmie« 
diately to Edinburgh. Mirelees 
went before a magiftrate, and made 
oath ; that foon ^er leaving MuA 
felburgh, he was met by two per- 
fons in a pofl-chaife, who ordered 
him to nop, which he refufed, 
when they fuddenly jumped out, 
ftabbed his horfe and his dog, and 
forcibly dragged him into the car- 
riage, which drove at a furious 
rate : that they halted at feveral 
towns to change horfes, but would 
never fuffer him to alight, nor in- 
deed did he know where he was^ 
'till they arrived at the Black Swan 
in York; from which inn, aft«r 
keeping him confined three days^ 
they removed him at midnight^ 
and at lafl releafed him in a forei^ 
where they quitted him, and he 
never faw them again ; they nei* 
ther demanded money, or in any 
refpe^t, except abridging his liber- 
ty, offered violence n# his perfon. 
On the fb^ngth of this affidavit, 
one chairman was difinifTed from 
confinement, the other unfortunate 
man having, in the interval, died 
in prifon. The chief jnflice, then 
on the circuit, on being made ac- 
quainted with the circumfbmces, 
and the flrange (lory of the tanner, 
ordered him to be apprehended as 
an impoflor. But this man of myf. 
tery found means to efcape on board 
a fliip, bound to Zealand, where 
he was afterwards feen, but never 
could be prevailed, cux to explain 
his condu^, which was proved by 

his 
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Itti tight to be ttnjufiifiable, if not 
unaccoantable. 

From this inibnce, which is 
upon record, jud^tnd juries may 
jetrn the fallibihty of circumilan- 
tia), unaccompanied by politive, 
evidence. I fear few of my read- 
en, appointed as jurymen, to de- 
ctcie on the poor chairmen, would 
Have coniidered them as innocent 
of the murder, had Mirelees never 
appeared. What would have been 
their feelings, had either of thofe 
unhappy men been executed before 
his return ? 

MOB, a method of fupprefling 
one, without blood (bed. 

In the year, 1 792, the women 
of Toulon declared themfelves in 
a ftatc of infurreftion, and afTtm- 
bling in great crowds, threatened 
to hang the magiftrates, if they 
did not lower the price of fugar. 
The procurator fyndic at firft laugh- 
ed at their threats, but the multitude 
j-efufing to difperfe, he aflcmbled 
Ihecouncil general oifthe commune, 
and ordered the firt engines, with 
a plentiful fupply of water, mixed 
with foot, to be drawn out in 
battle array; by a vigorous dif- 
charge of tWs fmutty artillery, the 
infurgents in petticoats were com- 
pletely routed, and quietly returned 
to their homes. 

In Berlin or Vienna, where the 
age of chivalry flouriflies, fays a 
writer, to whom this colie6^ion is 
indebted for much interefling poli- 
tical difcuifion, fuch a mob would 
have beenmoft chivalroufly attack- 
ed by fome hundreds of well difci- 
plined chevaliers, with fabres or 
carbines in their hands. 

MONSEY, Dr. a phyiician, 
a unitarian, and an oddity, 
who, with a confiderable iliare of 



mental acutenefs, literary acquire- 
ment, and knowledge of the world, 
but with little regard to the feelings 
or eftablifhed forms of mankind, 
made the good will and eafe of 
others, too often fubfervient to his 
own conveiiiency, whim and ca- 
price. 

He experienced at Bury (fays 
his Biographer) the common fate 
of country pra6tice, conftant fa- 
tigue, long journies, andihort fees, 
and in a rufly wig, dirty boots, 
and leather breeches, might have 
degenerated into a hum-drum pro- 
vincial dodor, with the common- 
place queftions by rote, the tongue, 
the pulfe and the guinea ; his merits 
not diffufed beyond a county chro- 
nicle, and his medical errors con- 
cealed in a country church-yard. 
But his affiftance being required 
for the Earl of Godolphm, Ion of 
Queen Anne's Lord Treafurer, by 
a daughter of John, the great 
Duke of Marlborough, in a fud- 
den and alarming illnefs, with 
which he was feized on a journey, 
near the doctor ; nature, or Mon- 
fcy was fuccefsful, and during the 
intervals of recovery, the grateful 
Earl, was highly pleafed with the 
convivial powers of the phyfician, 
and felt a wiih to attach hinifelf 
to worth, fo fuperior to the fitua- 
tion in which he difcovered it, 
particularly, as he had long wanted 
a rational companion, for the 
amufement, or the improvement 
of his kifure hours, and a medical 
friend, fo defirable in the decline 
of life. 

After generoufly gratifying the 
hope of reward, that foothing 
fweetener of labour, his lordlhip 
made a liberal offer for his becom- 
ing an inmate, and a friend, on 

the 
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the fair equal ground of mutual 
obligation, and reciprocal favour. 
The offer was accepted, he ac- 
companied his patient to London, 
lived with him near thirty years, 
the remainder of hi)» patron's life, 
and procured through his intereft, 
a medical appointnient at Chelfea. 
He alfo received a handfome legacy 
on the death of Lord Godolphin, 
whofe life has been defcribed as 
fpent, rather in fnug domeftic 
comfoit, than brilliant difplay ; 
his fupreme felicity, a well-dfeft, 
and to do him juflice, a welUeaten 
dinner, his game backgammon, 
and his favourite book, Gibber's 
Apology for his own Life. 

It is not eafy to imagine a 
greater contraft, than Monfey's 
journey produced ; from the nar- 
row rural circle, unvaried and un- 
enlivened, from the fenfelefs egotifm 
of the fox-hunter, the filly mi- 
nutenefs, and teazing detail of the 
keen ({3ortfman, and the noify 
nonfen^i ribaldry, and caroufiugs 
of fairs, weddings, and chriflen- 
ings; fiom the obfHnate wrong- 
headed juflice, and his nervous 
wife ; from the curate, the lawyer, 
and the apothecary, from the un- 
interefting pertnefs of conceit, and 
the benumbing duUnefs of igno- 
rance, our fortunate adventurer 
was fuddenly depofited in the 
metropolis, the region of elegance, 
the fountain of politenefs, and the 
land of promife. He was intro- 
duced to many of the firft cha- 
racers of the age, and fuccefsfully 
cultivated a friendfhip with Sir 
Robert Walpole, the Earls of Bath 
and Chefterfield, and with Mr. 
Garrjck. 

Thus treading the pleafantefl 
path of {ife, the happy medium 
Voi-.IL 
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between leifure and fatigue, po- 
liftied fociety, and literary amufe- 
ment, might be faid to ftrew th^ 
way over with flowers. Yet, in a 
long intercourfe with the great and 
gay, he never degraded himfelf by 
abject flattery, conflantly prelarv- 
iiig a natural plainnefs of manners, 
and an unreferved fincerity of be- 
haviour, to thofe who remember 
it, by no means an unpleafing one. 
He fpoke the truth, and what 
fometimes gave offence, the whole 
truth, which afforded malignity and 
opportunity for fometimes crying 
him down as a cynic and n)ifan«- 
thropift, but his cenfures, tho\igh 
fevere, were generally juft, and 
for the mod part direfied againil 
vice, impudence, or affedhition. 

An intercourfe with David Gar- 
rick, muft have been highly, defi. 
rable to any man of common tafle 
and difcernment, and Monfey 
always confldered it as the folace 
and ornament of the bpft years of 
his life : but thofe bed acqqainted 
with the manager, however they 
admired and loved him, all knew 
that eager to feek and enjoy a joke 
at another man's expence, it nettled 
him when r^ifed at his own : it 
was the amufement of many an 
hour at Hampton, to produce ^ 
ridiculous (lory, or raife a Is^ugh at 
the Doctor, who retorted fonietimes 
with warmth, and often with fuc-r 
cefe. 

" Garrick will certainly quit 
the (lage," faid Dr. Mark Hildefley, 
Biftiop of Sodor and Man, many 
years before the retireipent of 
Rofcius ; " He i;ieve^ will do jtV 
faid Monfey, " as long as he knows 
a guinea is crofs on one fide, and 
pile on the other," which is, I 
betieve a provincial proverb. Tl^i^ 
G reply 
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reply wss violently rcfented by our 
immiteble a6tor, he fcnt his friend 
an anonymous letter, containing at 
length, the emphatic words of 
Horace, 

— Abfentem qur rodit amicum 
Qui non defendit alio culpante, 

folutos 
Qui captat rifus hominum, fa- 

mamque dicacis, 
Fingere qui non vifa potefl, 

omiflataeere 
Qui nequit, hie niger eft^ hunc 

tu Romane caveto. 
A friendftiip productive, for 
twenty years, of mutual pleafure, 
. inflantly ceafed, and, as intimate 
fiends are often converted into 
bitter enemies, their difpute was 
cxalperated by fevere recrimina- 
tion ; while offieious intermeddlers, 
^ v/tio afFe6ted to lament their difa- 
greement, ridiculing and exuhing 
at their quarrel, heartily laughed 
at the joke. " I thank you," cried 
Monfey, to Lord Bath, who at- 
tempted to reconcile them, " but 
why will your Lordfhip trouble 
yourfelf with the fquabbles of a 
inerry-andrew and a quack ?" 

After Lord Godolphin's death, 
it was again his fate to fhift the 
fcene, deprived of a friend who 
delighted, and a patron who libe- 
rally fupported him, he retired to 
Chelfea, and exchanged the fplen- 
dor of a wealthy peer, and an 
agreeable circle of London ac- 
quaintance, for folitary apart- 
ments at the College, a plate at a 
table provided for the governor 
and other officers of the houfe, his 
time piece, and a veteran female 
fervant. Soured * by difappoint- 
ment, and a change of circum- 
ftance and fituation, he felt 
exertion neceflary to prevent the 



^tal inroads of ennui atlmi((ircon- 
tent, and laboured to filr up the 
intervals of a life, which had been 
hitherto completely and agreeably 
occupied. 

In this nice point, fo productive 
of crimes or of follies in us all, 
he partly fuccceded, by the aid of 
books, correfpondence, media- 
nifm, backgammon, and protef 
fional purfuits ; but he could not 
entirely efcape the fhafts of chagrin, 
which after the mod elaborate 
bulwarks we raife againft external 
attack, too often originate from an 
enemy within. A gradual altera- 
tion was obferved, genius, attic 
wit, happy allufion, and the well- 
told anecdote, were mellowed and 
improved on the canvas, hut 
the gentle tints, the delicate co- 
louring, the minute blending of 
light and iliade, the morbidezza of 
refined manners produced by the 
attrition of elegant fociety, were 
gradually impaired ; he confefledly 
pofTeffed the " fortiter in re," but 
neglected or defpifed the " fuavi- 
ter in modo." 

At the hofpital for military in- 
valids. Dr. Monfey became ac- 
quainted with Mr. Chefelden, an 
able lithotomifl, and unaifuming 
man, the friend of Pope : poilel- 
fing a turn for mechanic contri- 
vance, and a knack at rhyming, 
which he always induKlrioufly con- 
cealed from thetranflator of Homer, 
he was more gi-atified by a compli- 
ment on his chariot fprings im- 
proved by his own invention, the 
fplendor of his equipage, or a 
well-turned extempore ftanza, than 
by being called (what in fa A he 
was) the firft operator in Europe. 
Bv humouring thefe harmlefs foi- 
biesi and inti^ucing hit name in 

hia 
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his epiftlea, the poet fecured pro- 
feifional attendance, and the ule of 
his carriage, houfe and fervants. 

A melancholy accident was re- 
hted by Monfey, which produced 
a couplet from Chefelden. A young 
praAitionei' foon after his ele^ion, 
as one of the flirgeons to St. Tho- 
mat's hofpitai, had occafion to 
take off a limb, but in the hurry 
of the bufinefs neglected feruring 
the blood vefleis ; the patient of 
courfe expired foon after he wa^ 
conveyed to bed. A coof confi- 
derer, how; ever he might excufe 
fuch a melancholy cata^rophe, in 
the trepidation of diffidence and 
timidity, will naturally wonder that 
it could efcape the eyes of a theatre 
crowded with fpeftators, and the 
able aifillance of age and experi- 
ence, at the young man's elbow. 
On this occaiion, and under thefe 
convidtions, Mr. Cheftlden wrote 
as follows ; it is not in my power 
to afcertain if I am not correft in 
the operator's name. 

" Poor Cowen ! he did as well 
'* as he could, 

** The crowd who flood round 
** him were guilty of blood !" 

Monfey's retreat at Chelfea, 
was difturbed after Mr. Chefelden's 
death, by difputes with Mr. Ranby, 
a man of flrong paffions, and in- 
elegant banners, and a favorite of 
King George the Second. By a 
prepoftcrous or corrupt regula- 
tion, it had been cuflomary for the 
furgeon to make out a quarterly 
bill, for attendance and applica- 
tions, contrary to the mode wifely 
adopted in every fi mi lai^inftitution, 
where ceconomy or good manage- 
ment are at all attended to, which 
clearly point out a certain annual 
faJary, as the mofl eligible method. 



It was in vain that our phyfician^ 
who by virtue of his office infpec- 
ted the bill, deteded error and 
misndatement, it was to no pur- 
pofe he proved, that the medical 
and furgical expenditure at Green- 
wich, for fupplying feveral thou- 
fand marine penfioners, annually 
amounted to lefs than five hundred 
pounds ; while the fame purpofes, 
for lefs than a vju^rter of the fame 
number of military veterans, coft 
more than five thoufand a year. 
Such wanton wafle of public 
money, furely calls loudly for re- 
form, which thofe whom I need 
not name, will do well not to 
negledt. 

The DoAor ufed to fay with 
exultation, that his prefent majefly 
approved of his conduct in this 
official difference; but fuch is the 
power of corrupt influence, that 
Ranby's bill was paid ; and the 
bufinefs continues ftill to be con- 
ducted in the fame profufe manner. 

It was Monfey *s misfortune to 
launch into the boundlefs ocean of 
metaphyfics, which fo many adven- 
turers explore, without rudder, 
fail, or compais. His voyage pro- 
duced the ufual retbrn of doubt, 
anxiety, and difappointment ; to ^ 
thofe who are infatuated by iiich 
wild unprofitable purfuits, it may 
be ufeful to obferye, that he con- 
fefTed, a great part of the unhap- 
pinefs of his life, originated from 
thefe unfettling, unavailing per- 
plexities. . He latterly profclfed 
himfelf a (launch fupporter of the 
unitarian doArine, but very early 
in life had imbibed an unconque- 
rable averfion to bifhops, eflablifh- 
ments, creeds and tefts: when 
the Athanafian creed was qlention- 
ed, he never failed bur (ling forth 
G 2 into 
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iuto the moft violent expreffions of 
abhorrence and difguft. A gen- 
tleman (if I miftake not, Mrs. 
Montague's brother) w^s lament- 
ing to him the deplorable irreligion 
of the times, and concluded an 
orthodox, but well-meant harangue, 
by faying *' And do6lor, I talk 
with people who believe there is 
no God." " And I, faid Monfey, 
talk with people who believe there 
are three." The frightened tri- 
nitarian inflantly left his profane 
companion. 

The fubje<El of this article has 
been compared to Swift, whom, 
indeed, he Tefembled, in the pre- 
dominating, and fometimes the 
tyrannical fpirit, with which he 
affected to rule his company, and 
controul the converfation of thofe 
with whom he aflbciated : he ex- 
pe6te^, and in moft inftances, ex- 
acted, fubmiflionfrom all. Medico 
ct philofopho nihil indecens, was 
alfo a favorite adage with the phy- 
fician, who thought with the Dean, 
that a nice man was a man of nafty 
ideas. The author of the Lady*s 
Dreffing Room, and Monfey, who 
often produced an almond, which 
he boafted had travelled four times 
dowi) his throat, ^ight have ima^ 
^/«tf//o«j equally filthy ; but, while 
Swift, in his drefs, ha,bits, and 
wafhings, imitated (to) ufe the 
words of our Englifli Lexiphones) 
Oriental fcrupuloiity, the Do6lor 
was groflly deficient in decency, 
and common cleanlinefs ; fo widely 
different was the practice of men, 
who appear, at firft fight, to have 
profefled the fame theory. Swift 
delineating and laying open the 
laufeous recefTes of naftinefs and 
filth, for the purpofe of inculcating 
perfonal purity and decorum : 



Monfey, from a philofophic or an 
iffe^ted contempt for troublefome 
delicacy, and fantaftic prudery, 
hunting for, and delighting to 
dwell on, objeds, which all who 
wifh to prefcrve a relifh for life, 
have been taught to avoid, from 
their exciting diftafte and abhor- 
rence. , 

Monfey was a whig, in the moft 
liberal and extenfive fenfe of the 
term, who, while he valued his 
own opinion, did not wiih to en- 
flave or enfnare the fentiments of / 
another ; he was a friend to a li- 
mited monarchy, and a mixed go- 
vernment, but detefted thofe aits 
which render religion a mere po- 
litical machine, to torture Of vain- 
ly opprefs confcientious me^ alone ; 
holding out rewards for hypocrify 
and perjury, while the thoughilefs 
accommodating herd, too often 
determining, before they are quali- 
fied to weigh and examine, fit 
down infamous and contented. 
Swift, ' on the contrary, was a 
rank high churchman, a ftickler 
for the infamous Sachcvcrel, a 
tory, with all tlie narrow tugotry 
of his party, an enemy to the re- 
ligious, and (except in a few in- 
llances, where temporary popula- 
larity fwayed him) to the civil ' 
liberties of mankind. 

Dat Deus immiti cornua, curta 
bovi, feems very applicable to our 
priefl, whether balking in the warm 
funfliine of Harley's favour, or 
wielding a defpotic Iceptre in the 
little chapter of St. Patrick's : he 
had undoubtedly a thoufand faults, 
but they were overbalanced by- 
many good qualities. 

*' How happens it," (aid Sir 

Robert Walpolc, " that no one 

contradids me, or beats me a; 

billiards, 



MONSEY, DR'. 



4S 



billiards, except Dr. Monfcy ? " 
*' They get places," replied the 
Do^or, *^ I am thought an honefl 
fellow, and get an invitation to 
dinner." 

His fiirly antagonift, Ranby, 
was fucceeded by Mr. Adair, a 
*/ketch of whofe life is given in 
this coiIe£lion. Two chara£lers 
more oppofite could not eafily have 
met ; Monfey, with a proud con- 
fcioufnefs of vigorous intelle^^, li- 
terary acquirement, and rugged 
merit ; Adair, gentle, accommo- 
dating, pleafant, and fuperficial, 
polilhed by elegant intercourfe, and 
adorned with eentleman-like qua- 
lities ; the firft fecuring, by ftub*. 
born eccentricity, that public no- 
tice he feeraed to defpife : the laft, 
by humble, but more feducing arts, 
coUeding the rays of court fun- 
ihine, and winning the affe^ions 
of the fair ; one, rich in the mafly 
bullion of fterling genius ; the 
other, fufficiently ftored with the 
ufeful current coin of mild man- 
ners, politenefs, and attention. 

As old age, with its cares, ad- 
vanced, an afperity of behaviour, 
and a neglect of decorum, was ob- 
ferved in the Doftor ; the young 
and the gay exclaimed againft him, 
as an interrupter of thofe various 
and minute rules, which, however 
trifling they may appear to the 
iage and the philofopher, eflential- 
ly contribute to the eafe and com- 
fort of modern life. From this 
charge he cannot be wholly excul- 
pated ; but idle, iiliy, vain women, 
and men like ivomen^ excited in him 
the moft violent efFufions of anger 
and contempt. He was charged 
with avarice, an accufation often 
bellowed on laudable prudence, 
by the felfifh, the foolifli, or the 



profufe, If in general he appeared 
too fond of money, it did not pre- 
vail on all occafions, for, in two 
inflances, he burnt a hundred 
pound bond, having fo far afliiled 
tv'o induftrious tradefmen, who 
were able, but would have been 
diftrefled to repay it. 

The great vulgar, who afFe<Eled 
to treat him cavalierly, and meanly 
imagined, that a fee cancelled all 
obligation, he often cut down, by 
repeatedly infifting, " That the 
attentions of a friend can never be 
repaid with money." One of thefe 
high-blooded infignificants, a fliab- 
by placeman, whofe wife was once 
celebrated for beauty, fent him 
a ten pound bank note, for attend- 
ance at a diftance, during a long/ 
indifpofition, when he knew it 
had coft the Do6toi' twice the fum 
in chaife-hire. The note was in- 
flantly returned ; the formal, empty 
prater, cooly pocketted the affront, 
and after frequently impofing on 
him in money tranfa(^ions, had 
the aflurance to repeatedly apply 
for advice, and the perfidious im* 
pudence to ridicule and abufe his 
phyfician, behind his back^ for being 
too fond of a guinea ; though* the 
fool knew, at the time, Monfey 
was acquainted with a fecret, which 
would have expofed him to ridicule 
the reft of his life. The next time 
he is reading this, or any other 
part of my collection, with his 
ingenious comments^ I advife him, 
for certain rea/ms 

Ill-ufage and repeated pecuniary 
frauds and failures,' foured the 
Do6tor*s temper, and his behaviour 
was gradually tin<5lured with fufpi** 
cion and acrimony. If, however, 
his parfimony, in many inftances, 
degenerated into oieanoefs, if his 

mode 
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mode of life was not equal to his 
income, let it be remembered, that 
he was conftantly obferving the 
difgraceful, and often the tragical, 
effe6ts of diflipation ; that he had 
the warmeft affection for his daugh- 
ter, whofe numerous offspring he 
was certainly bound to provide 
for ; that he had a purfe to alTift 
the unfortunate ; and we may at 
laft be induced to confefs, that he 
had an amiable reafon for his 
weaknefs. 

Such, with all his foibles, was 
Monfey ; but the hour was rapidly 
approaching, when infirmity cloud- 
ed his faculties, when the eye which 
enlivened, and the ear that liftcned 
to his friend, began to fail, narra- 
tive old age came on, and languor, 
pain, and petulance, fucceeded to 
wit, which fet the table on a roar, 
and Tallies of ironical farcafm, 
which no power of face could re- 
fift. The edge of the fword had 
cut through the fcabbard, the can- 
dle had burnt to its focket ; he 
had exceeded the age of man, the 
accompliftiment of his century was 
at hand, and he declared, in the 
q\ierulous voice of decrepitude, 
that to him the world was a defart, 
that he had out-lived his faculties, 
his pleafures, and his friends, that 
he was tired of life, but, like 
many fools and many phi lofophers, 
afraid to die. 

As biography, however amufing, 
ought not to be wholly unprofita- 
ble, the life of Monfey holds up a 
falutary leflbn to young men of 
talent and enrerprize. From a 
profcflion, which, even in the 
country, might have rendered him, 
if not a brilliant, a ufeful and 
refpeftable member of fociety, he 
was awakened, by what the world 



generally confiders a fortunate ac- 
cident, to more fplendid and in- 
terefting views. Ron zed by the 
enticing voice of ambition, luxury, 
or eafe, he deferred the poft in 
which Providence had placed him, 
and rufhing to the metropolis, on 
the wings of hope and expeftarion, 
paffcd the fun-fhine of his beft 
days in affluence, amufemcnt, and 
i nativity. 

Having acquired confiderable 
knowledge, both" of books and of 
men, he was again depofited in 
the* (hades of retirement, and from 
inclination or difappointment, took 
a fatirical turn, attempted to cor- 
real fhabby enormity, to reform 
the abandoned, fubdue the imper- 
tinent, and mortify the vain From 
a negieft of the little, rather than 
the great duties of life, from a 
haughty, unaccommodating feve- 
rity, to the ill qualities of others, 
rather than a want of good ones 
in himfelf, did he not often fail ? 
did not the ungracious fternnefs of 
his efforts generally counteract his 
beft intentions ? does it appear that 
his extraordinary powers, learning, 
and talents for converfation, ren- 
dered him more feared or loved ? 
did they advance him on the road 
to happinefs, or fmooth his paffage 
through life ? After confidering 
thefe queftions, the humble man 
may perhaps look up with thank- 
fulnels to Providence, for blefiing 
him with content ; the ignorant 
and unlearned may alfo ceafe to 
complain of not being initiated in 
thofe dangerous arts, which fo oft- 
en diminifh the happinefs of our 
neighbours, as well as ourfelves. 

As a phyfician, he was a difciple 
of the Boerhaavian fchool, and of 
Sydenham^ and fcrupuloufly ad- 
hered 
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faered to rules and fyilems, which 
he ufed to fay were fan6tioned by 
£xty years experience; he knew 
not^ or negle^ed the acknowledged 
cnodern improvennents, both ia 
theory and pra^^ice, yet he de* 
ferved the praifc of minute and 
accurate delineation of fymptom, 
of undeviating attention to nature, 
and I underfland from a medical 
friend, that his. prOgnoftics were 
remarkably corre(A, and generally 
jufttiied by the event That he 
was a nafly dog, wore a dirty 
ihirt, and~ was eternally prefcrib- 
ing ptifaos and contrayerva, was 
the utmoft, the malignity of Ran- 
by could objeft againrt him. 

His pen was not often exercifed, 
cither on profelfional or mifccl- 
laneous fubjedls, for public view : 
yet, accounts of uncommon dif- 
cafe, and in fome inftances, of his 
fuccefsfiil treatment, have been oc- 
caiionally printed, one of which 
occui-s in this work, under the 
article Fraine. Another alfd has 
been printed, of a man, whole 
ikin was bliftered, whenever the 
fun ihone upon it. As a votary of 
the mufes, he was often fuccefsful, 
in the walks of humour, fatire, 
and occaiionaliy the amorous and 
tender. At the age of eighty-four 
he addrefled, (lays the author of a 
Sketch of his Life) a copy of 
verfes to Mifs Berry, a young 
lady of Chifwick, ** a poetical 
effort, which would have done no 
dilcredit to Pope; who indeed, 
with the feelings of a man, could 
behold Mifs Berry, without love, 
emotion, and defirel" 

It has more than once been faid, 
that the fubje6t of this article was 
regretted by few, and that a man 
{o generally diiliked as he latterly 



was, muft have been grofily wrongi 
and radically defective in jMincipk 
or pradice. An oeconomiftand a 
reformer of abufe is feldom popu- 
lar, the very cxillence of luch a 
character depends on lopping off 
the fuperfiuous exhaulling branch* 
es, of corrupt perquilite, official 
fraud, or fenlual gratification. To 
this, another reafon may be added : 
from a circle of friends exalt^ bjr 
rank and abilities, and in general 
adorned with ufeful or polite learn- 
ing; he was removed to Chellet 
College, the civil and domeClic 
offices of which inftitution, ought 
to have been occupied by difabled 
or difbanded military veterans, as 
it was founded for the exprefs pur- 
pofe of a well-earned retreat, for 
the brave and unfortunate : but 
this foundation, which ought to 
have been devoted to national cha- 
rity, was over-run by the valets, 
grooms, or ele6tion jobbers, of a 
Fox, a RufTell, a Phij^, a Gren- 
ville, or a Rigby. 

By this venal and prepofteronf 
mifappiication of public rewards, 
a menial, by lliaving the pay mailer, 
brufhing his coat, his ihoes, or 
marrying his miftrefs, was inOant- 
ly dubbed a gentlenmn, and be- 
came the companion of a general, 
a knight of the Bath, a phyfician, 
and a divine. To men, fprung 
from the worft dregs of the worft 
fociety, frequently elevated for ob- 
fequioufnels or vice, ignorant and 
felf-conceited, can we wonder that 
Monfey repaid infolence with fa- 
tirical invedtive and contempt? 
But real unalTuming merit, in the 
pooreft and loweft fituations, he 
treated with good-nature and win- 
ning femiliartty: the heart-felt 
gratitude he often experienced from 
patients 
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j»tients of thisclafs, he ever fpoke 
of as the mod gratifying fee, and 
was the lafl man to arroeate ad- 
ventitious merit, from Iplendid 
conne6lion or intelle6lual excel- 
lence: a creature (he would often 
exclaim) palfied by the contrac- 
tion of B, nervous fibre, and fenfe- 
lefs on the ground, from the bu ril- 
ing of a capillary ; an animal, 
whom with all our refined ftrug- 
gles, we can fcarcely keep fweet 
and wholfome, has vafl pretentions 
to ftrut on the (lilts of felf-im- 
poYtance. 

To conclude. Dr. Monfey pos- 
felTed a lively hmagi nation, pointed 
wit, keen fenfibility, and its ge- 
neral companions, ftrong paftions, 
which he took little pains to curb : 
his curiofity was ardent, infatiable, 
and often troublefome, but his 
, communications were rapid, co- 
pious, and intereding : his vein of 
humour was rich, luxuriant, and 
(as is the nature of all humour) 
fometimes grofs, and fometimes 
inelegant. His penetration was 
deep, his opinion of human na- 
ture, warped by injuries of the fel- 
f](h and unprincipled, was culpa- 
bly unfavourable; his memory 
was incredible, pouring forth, in 
an unexhaufted flow of words, the 
treafure of pad years, which fre- 
quently, like other treafures, was 
not withotit its drofs. He was a 
florehoufe of anecdote, an ample 
refervoir of good things, a. living 
chronicle of other times. His wit 
was iiot the keen, (hining, highly- 
polifhed, welL tempered weapon 
of a Sheridan, a Courtney, or a 
Burke, it was rather the irrefiHible 
maflTy fabre of a coiTack, which 
if the fharpncfs of its edge proved 



deficient, demolished by the weight 
of its blow. 

His faults he was too lazy or too 
proud to conceal, they were pro- 
minent : a vitiated tade feafiing on 
garbage, and feeking, like the 
foul fiend, in bog, ditch, or ob- 
fcene recefs, for converfe or con- 
templation, obje<5ls, which as I 
have before obferved, moll of us 
fly from, or rejefl : his drefs was 
negle<5led, and odioufly begrimed, 
like his face and hands, with fnuff, 
that fworn-enemy to cleanlinfels 
and comfort ; his deportment was 
unfeemly, and his language too of- 
ten difgufting. To the eftabliftied 
clergy, who were fond of infulting 
or calumniating the difinterefted 
motives of his friends, who feceded 
from the faith and creeds of the 
Church of England, his behaviour 
was rancorous, unforgiving, and 
illiberal ; but in general they were 
even with him, and neither gave 
or received, quarter. Whilfl he 
was Shaking off with violence, the 
difgraceful manacles of prieftcraft 
and fuperflition, he did not fuffi- 
cientiy guard himfelf againft the 
comfortiefs bigotry of fcepticifm, 
which, like religious bigotry, nar- 
rows the intelle^s, and hardens 
the heart, to the foft calls of focial 
affedion. Yet, after furveying the 
fituation, cotemporaries, and ufage 
which Monfey experienced, let not 
the Chriftian, the courtier, or the 
phllofopher, be too fure, that he 
would have aded a different part, 
or have quitted the fcene with 
more approbation. 

MORE, HANNAH, a female 
inffruftor, a dramatic wri- 
ter, a poetefs, and author of 
feveral publication^, whofe moral 

and 
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and religious tendency, and the 
warm philanthropy, by which they 
ai-ecvidently inipired, have indir- 
pntably eflabliflied her claim, to 
rank w«h, if not precede, the 
great benefactors of mankind. 

In the courfe of a difpute with a 
certain luxuriant dramatifl of her 
own fex, it was malignantly ob- 
fcrved, that her intimacy with 
David Garrick, clearly accounted 
for the literary reputation (he had 
fo prematurely acquired. I confeis 
that the lady to whom I allude, 
had abundant reafon to complain, 
but the various and important 
produ^ions of the fubjed of my 
prefent article, iince the death of 
her invaluable friend, have efta- 
blifhed beyond a doubt, the vigor 
and originality of her powers. 

How few in the paths of litera- 
ture, how very few can boaft, 
that the purity and utility of their 
writings, have kept pace, with 
their intellectual endowments (too 
often akis in an oppoiite ratio) but 
the, rare praife, of not having fent 
a page to tht prefs, wichout a itrong, 
a palpable bias to mend the man- 
ners, or adorn the heart, is the 
envied praife of Hannah More. 
Of a writer who has thus pre-emi-- 
nently attained, what ought to be 
the pride, and moft alHiredly is the 
chief and only legitimate purpofe 
of literature, our happinefs here 
and hereafter, \^at more can be 
&id ? 

** Gedite Romani fcripfores, ce- 
dite Graii." 

If this fliort tribute of well- 
earned and iincere approbation,' 
ihould catch the eye of the perfon 
who is the fubjeCt of it, I wifh Iffer 
to confider it as a trifling memorial 
of gratitude, from one, who has 

Vol. It. 



perufed her works, and liftened to 
her converfatioxi, with pleafure 
and in(tru6tion. 

Mr. Burke once obferved to Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds, " What a delight 
you muft have in your profeffion ?" 
" No Sir," faid Dr. Johnfon, taking 
up the queftion, with his ufiial 
deep toned emphafis of itrong coar 
viCtion, *^ no Sir, ReynoMi paints 
only to get money." A'fpirited 
ar^ment was the confequenoe of 
this unexpected declaration, ii| 
which Mils Moore, with a g^Ian- 
try, infpired by a love of the arts, 
took a decided part againft the 
Do^or, and was eloquent in de«> 
fence of the difintereftednefs of 
Sir Jofhua; infifting, with much 
of reafon, and truth on her fide, 
that the pleafure experienced by 
the artift, while working with his 
pencil, was derived from higher, 
and more luxurious fources, than 
guineas and bank notes. " Only 
anfwer me," faid the moralift, in 
a folemn and impreffive tone, " did 
Leander fwim acrofs the Helefpont, 
merely becaufe he was fond of 
fwimming." 

MORRIS, VALENTINE, for 
a (hort account of his zeal, 
his misfortunes, and the injurious, 
the cruel alienation of Piercefield, 
fee the latter part of Captain Bail- 
lie's article, in the firlt volume. 
MURRAY, WILLIAM, Earl 
of Mansfield, an EngUfli 
judge, celebrated by Pope, feverely 
cenfured by Junius, and pronoun* 
ced by the fchoobnafter of his 
early days, a lad of too much 
genius to make a good lawyer. 
This prophetic declaration, if we 
may believe a late writer, was lite 
rally accompli fhed, for he will not 
allow the Chief Jufticc to have 
H been 
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been m^fter of tha Englifli law^ 
and in a regular climax has follow- 
ed up this and other Angular opi- 
nions, by endeavouring to prove, 
that Lord Chatham was not an able 
fiatefman, nor the late King of 
Fruffia, a good general. 

It is not the bufinefi of the 
prefent article to unravel the fub- 
tleties of an author, who with 
dl his fplendid acquirements, de* 
lights in riddle, paradox and pun. 
He has hit on a method, which 
with a man, qualified to make the 
worfe appear the better caufe, msy 
ibmetimes fuccecd, that of doubt- 
ing himfelf into fame, though a 
fimilar turn, in feveral inftances 
I could mention, has led authors 
pf common and inferior abilities 
into ridiculous abfurdity. 

I would recommend to this gen- 
tleman's perufal, a book mentioned 
by Loi-d Chefterfield, called j^/Vs^ 
k&et ex auoliiet. By a careful peru- 
idil of tnis elaborate performance, 
the author undertakes to qualify 
his reader to defend the moll un- 
propitiousand contradictory opini-^ 
ons ; to prove that a highwayman 
B a very worthy charafter, a prof- 
titute commendable, and the oc- 
^pation of a pickpocket a juftifi- 
^h\e means or fupport; but the 
fubje^ of our prelent article mud 
not be forgot. To imagine that 
young Murray was deficient In 
precedents, pleas, demurrers, and 
pleadings, which a parrot, placed 
in a folicitor's ofiice, could not 
help acquiring, would be like fup- 
pofing, ** that the Oj^J ^waggoner 
did not humo his nvay to High Wy* 
wnbeJ' They arc an aflair of eye- 
fight and memory ; but it was the 
rare excellence of our barrifter, 
to decorate and enforce thelb of- 



ficial requifites, by an early perufal 
of books and of men, by tafle, a 
minute knowledge of life, and a 
rapid intuitive perception of the 
TO Ha\w and the ro vprnrov. 

Dazzled by his brilliancy, and 
milled by the general rule, that 
judgment and imagination are feU 
dom united in the £une individual, 
many cotemporaries refufed to ac- 
knowledge, or could not fee, hi$ 
fubordinate qualities. To thefe 
circumflances it probably was ow- 
ing, that he was thought by fome 
an indifferent lawyer; but he 
was certainly an exception to the 

f general rule, and very early in 
ife was confidered of fuch promife, 
that Sarah, the firft Dutchefs of 
Marlborough, a woman of confi- 
derable dilcernment, fent him a 
univerfal retaining fee of five hun- 
dred pounds. 

With an eilablifhed reputation, 
a chief juflicefhip, and a marriage 
into the Winchelfea family; he 
laboured in the year^ i7S^> under 
the difgrace of being a jacobite, 
and of courf; a fooli&, as well as 
an ungrateful man to the Hanover 
family, to whofe efbblifhment he 
was indebted for every thing he 
hoped for or enjoyed. 

The calumny was ffarengthened 
by the notorioufnefs of national 
tendencies, at that time prevalent 
in Scotland, and the more intimate 
connexions of fome of Mr. Mur- 
ray's near relations, with tlie fugi- 
tive prince. 

•* Your attachment," (aid his 
keen and powerful afTailant, re- 
folved not to let (lip fuch a glorious 
Importunity for exaggeration and 
inventive; ^^ your attachment to 
the caufe of an unhappy prince, 
was exprefled with the warmth of 

wine. 
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wine, and fome of the ceremonies 
of religion." ^ 

The cabinet council gravely met 
on the bufinefs, the charge was 
fupported by Lord Ravenlworth, 
a well meaning, but weak man, 
the alarmifl of his time, with 
more fmoke than fire. He aflerted 
that Murray, Stone, Biihop John- 
fon, and a few others, had twenty 
years before, dined at a Mr. Ver- 
non's in the city, that full of wine, 
and probably with the remnants 
of early impreffion, not entirely 
effaced, they had drank the healtfi 
of the Pretender, on their knees. 
The itiatter^was difmifTed as frivo- 
lous, originating from honeft, but 
officious zeal, and Murray retained 
his ufual influence and weight. 

Awed by fuperior intelleft, or 
rather as I am inclined to think, 
intimidated by the coarfe language 
of Mr. Pitr, who, in debate, was 
perfonally and indecoroufly abu- 
five; he ihnink from parliamentary 
conteftyvith Lord Chatham, a man 
in intelleA and acquirement, con- 
felTcdly his inferior. Mr. Fox, the 
firft Lord Holland, called it a torpe- 
do benumbing a fhajk. The late 
Lord Afhburton is faid to have 
found out this weaknefs in the cha- 
mber of the Earl, and fometimes 
to have taken an unfair advantage 
of it. 

The frame of Lord Mansfield 
was formed for long life, his fpirits 
feldom failed him, in converfati<in 
his talents were eminent, and he 
had the luck to live with thofe, 
who could give him as good as he 
t>rought. For convivial talents, 
Foote, with a few exceptions, the 
beft talker of his day, lived with 
him on terms of gay equality; 
Garrick, Adam, Whiteford, War. 



burton, Hurd, and Halifkx, al- 
ternately graced his table ; he wa? 
remembered by Pope in his verfes, 
and his will. With all his attain- 
ments, fcholarihip and wit, his^ 
piety and religion were eminent 
and confpicuous. He was orderly, 
libera], acceflible, and courteous. 
^ Early rifing, the cold bath, and 
if buiinefs permitted, a long walk 
every day, with a fcrupuloua in- 
dulgence in the pleafures of tbt 
table, prolonged his life to 89. 

At Caen Wood, where he fuc- 
ceeded, and improved upon Lord 
Bute, his woods, his pleafure 
grounds, and walks fhewed the 
nmplici^ and corre6t tafle of good 
fenle ; nothing was gaudy, nothing 
trifling, nothmg fupeffluous, y^ 
nothing wanting. ' 

In the management of his for- 
tune, he had his peculiarities; he 
would never fufier a (hilling to be 
laid out in the public funds ; on 
the eflate of a certain Englifh Duk^, 
he had a mortgage of one hundred 
thoufand pounds, the reft for the 
moft part on Irifh fecurities. 

The net produce of what he Ith 
behind at four per cent, was twen- 
ty -fix thoufand pounds per anntini. 

If any fublunary events were 
permitted to difturb the aihes of 
the dead, I am inclined to think, 
that the old peer, would hear with 
regret and indignation, thttt the 
heir to /uch a rortune, within a 
few months of his death, was en- 
gaged in a fcramble for a place or 
a penfion, at a moment when the 
country was unhappily engaged in 
a ruinous war, and finking undet 
a flagnation of manufactures and 
rade. 

The following fpeech of Lord 
Mansfield, on the rcveffal of Mr. 
H 2 Wilkes's 
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Wilkes's outlawry, was the fubje£b 
of coniiderable notice and difcuf- 
iSon, at a period pregnant with 
political ilorms; the mode of com- 
mencement was thought particular. 

** Thofe who recollect the tern per 
and fpirit of thofe times, when 
every man feemed feized with a 
piu-oxyfm of political infauity, 
cannot deny the merit of firmneis 
and m^animity to the venerable 
Chief Juftice. In his way to and 
from the hall, and when he took 
bis feat 6n the tribunal, furround- 
ed by the daemons of party fury 
and cavilling malignity, it re- 
lAinded me of the truly poetic 
fimile of the mountain reanng its 
majefHc head aloft, and unmoved, 
while the furees and billows were 
^biihing and roaming ineffectually 
at its faafe. 

*< I have now gone through the 
ieveral errors aiiigned by. the de- 
fendant, and which have been in- 
geniouily argued, and confidently 
relied on, by his counfel at the 
bar : I have given my fentiments 
upon them, and if upon the whole, 
aner the clofefl attention to what 
has been (aid, and with the 
firongeil inclination in favor of 
,the defendant, no arguments which 
have been urged, no cafes which 
have been cited, no reafons that 
occur to me are fuificient to iktisfy 
me in my confcience and judge- 
ment, that this outlawry ihould be 
reverfed; I am bound to affirm 
it«— and here let me make a paufe. 

** Many arguments have been 
fuggeiled, both in and out of 
court, uj>on the confequences of 
eftabliihmg this outlawr\*, either 
as they may affe6t the defendant 
as an individual, or the public in 
general : as to the fii'fl, wi^tevcr 



they may be, the defendant has 
brought them upon himfelf; they 
are inevitable confequences of law 
arifmg from his own a£l ; if the 
penalty, to which he is thereby 
lubje<5ted, is more than a puniih- 
ment adequate to the crime he has 
committed, he Ihould not have 
brought himfelf into this unfor- 
tunate predicament, by flying from 
the juftice of his country; he 
thought proper to do fo, and he 
mufl t^fte the fruits of his own 
condu£l, however bitter and un- 
palatable they may be; and al- 
though we may be heartily forry 
for any perfon who has brought 
himfelf into this fituation, it is 
not in our power, God forbid it 
ihould ever be in our power, to 
deliver him from it; we cannot 
prevent the judgment of the law, 
by creating irregularly in the pro- 
ceedings; we cannot prevent the 
confequences of that judgment by 
pardoning the crime. 

If the defendant has any pre* 
tcnfions to mercy, thofe preten- 
fions mufl be urged, and that 
power exercifed in another place, 
where the conftitution has wifely 
and necelTarily vefted it. The 
crown will judge for itfeif; it does 
not belong to us to interfirre with 
puniflimcnt, we have only to de- 
clare the law. None of us had any 
concern in the profccution of this 
bufinefs, nor any wifhes upon ihe 
event of it'; it was not our fault 
that the defendant was profecuted 
for the libels upon which he has 
been convicted ; I took no (bare 
in another place, in the meaiiires 
which were taken to profecute 
him. It was not our fault that he 
was convicted; it was not our 
&ult that be fled ; it was not our 

fault 
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ittult that he was outlawed ; it was 
not our fault that he rendered him- 
ielf up t?>ju{lice; none of us re- 
vived the profecution againfl him^ 
nor could any one of us flop that 
profecution when it was revived ; 
It is not our fault, if there are not 
any errors upon the record, nor is it 
in our power to create any, if there 
are none; we are bound by our 
oath/ and in our confciences, to 
give fu( b a judgment as the hiw 
will warrant, and as our reafon 
can approve, fuch a judgment as 
we mufl dand or fall by, in the 
opinion of the prefent times, and 
orpoilerity. 

** In doing it, therefore, we 
mu^ have regard to our reputa- 
tions as honeit men, and men of 
knowledge competent to the fla- 
(ions we hold; no confiderations 
whatfoever (houid miflead us from 
this great object, to which we ever 
ought, and, I trufl, ever (Iiall di- 
reS our attentions. But confe- 
quences of a public nature, reafons 
of date, political ones, have been 
ilrongly urged, (private anony- 
mous letters fent to me I (hall pafs 
Qver) open avowed publications 
which have been judicially noticed, 
and may therefore be mentioned, 
have endeavored to influence or 
intimidate the court, and fo pre- 
vail on us to trifle and prevaricate 
with God, our coniciences, and 
the public. 

^* It has been intimated that 
confequences of a frightful nature 
will flow from the eftablifhment 
of this outlawry ; it is faid the peo- 
ple expedt the reverfal, that the 
temper of the times demands it, 
that the multitude will have it fo, 
that the continuation of the out- 
isLVfry in full force wiU not be en* 



dured, that the execution of the 
law upon the defendant will be 
refilled ; thefe are arguments which 
will not weigh a feather with me. 
If infurre6tion and rebellion are to 
follow our determination, we 
have not to anfwer for the confe- 
quences, though we ihould be the 
innocent caufe, we can only (ay, 
fiat juftitia ruat coelum ; we (hall 
difcharge our duty without ex- 
pectations of approbation, or the 
apprehenfions of cenfure; if we 
are fubje£ted to the latter unjuftly, 
we muft fubmit to it ; we cannot 
prevent it ; we will take care not to 
deferve it. He muft be a weak 
man indeed who can be daggered 
by fuch a confideration. 

" The mifapprehenfion, or the 
mifreprefentation of the ignorant 
or the wicked, the mendax infamia^ 
which is the confequence of both, 
are equally indifferent to, un- 
worthy the attention of, and inca- 
pable of making any impreflioa 
on men of flrmnefs and intrepidi- 
ty. Thofe who imagine judges 
are capable of being influenced 
by fuch unworthy indireft nieans, 
moft grofsly deceive themfelves; 
and for my own part, I truft that 
my temper, and the colour and 
condu<Ft of my life, have cloathed 
me with a fuit of armour to (hield 
me from fuch arrows- 

" If I have ever fupported the 
king's meafures ; if I have ever af- 
forded any aliiftance to govern- 
rnent; if I have difchargcd my 
duty as a public or private charac- 
ter, by endeavouring to prefervc 
pure and perfe6b the principles of 
the conditution, majntaining un- 
fullied the honor of the courts of 
judice, and by an upnght admi- 
nifbration of, to give a due effe^ 

to 
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to the Iaws, I have hitherto done 
it without any other gift 6r reward 
than that moft pleating and nK>ft 
honorable one, the confcientious 
Convidion of doing what was 
right. I do not affeS to fcom the 
opinion 'of mankind; I wi(h ear- 
aeftly for popularity ; I will feek 
«id will have popularity; but I 
will tell you how I will obtain it ; 
I will have that popularity which 
follows, and not that which is run 
after. Tis not the applaufe of a 
diy, *tb not the huzzas of thou- 
fiindt,- that can give a moment's 
latisfadion to a rational being; 
that man's mind muA indeed be a 
weak one« and his ambition of a 
moil depraved fort, who can be 
captivated by fuch wretched allure- 
ments, or fatibfied with fuch mo« 
mentary gratifications. I fay, 
with the Roman orator, and can 
fi^ it with as much truth as he did, 
«* Ego hoc animo femper fiii, ut 

INVIDIAM ViaTUrS PAST AM, 
OLOKIAM HON INFAMIAM PU- 
TARIM." 

*• But the threats have been car- 
ried further, perfonal violence has 
been denounced, unlets public 
humour be complied with. I do 
not fear fuch threats ; I don't be- 
lieve there w any reafon to fear 
them, *tis not the genius of the 
worft of men in the worftof times, 
to proceed to fuch (hocking ex- 
tremities. Bet if fuch an event 
ihould happen, let it be fo; it 
might be pnxluftive of wholfome 
effiefts ; fuch a ftroke might roufe 
the better part of the nation from 
their lethargic condition, to a (late 
of a£Hvity, to aflert and execute 
the law, and punifh the daring 
and impiooB hands which had 
violated it; aadlhofewh^fupiiio- 



ly behold the danger which threat- 
ens all liberty, firom the muft 
abandoned licentioufnefs* might, 
by fuch an event, be awakened to 
a fenfe of their fituation, as drunken 
men arc often times thinned into 
fobnety. If the fccurity of our 
perfons and our property, of all 
we hoM dear and valuable, are to 
depend upon the caprice of a gid* 
dy multitude, or to be at the dif- 
pofal of a riotous mob; if, in 
compliance with the humours, 
and to appeafe the clamours of 
thofe, all civil and political infti* 
tutions are to be difregarded or 
ovenhrown, a life fomewhat more 
than tixt)', is not worth prefcK'ing 
at fuch a price ; and he can never 
die too foon, who lays down his 
life in fupport and vindication of 
the policy, the government, and 
the contlitution of his countrv." 

NAPLES, KING OF, his in- 
terview with a French grena- 
dier, or rather via? vnja^ for his 
majetly on this occafion was clear- 
ly, in refpe£l to dignified conduct, 
and moral puritv, very much in 
the back ground. 

The kmg, (and I fpeak from 
good information) the king, to 
ufe Guliiver*s language, fpoke the 
thing that is net. In defence of his 
pliant behaviour, it has been aik* 
ed, what is there a man would 
not fay, with a fleet anchored be- 
fore his capital, and prepared to 
lay it in afhes ? 

'*• I went on (horc alone,** (aid 
the grenadier, ** and being con- 
dueled into the royal pi^faice, 
fpoke in the following manner: 
** Kin^r of Naples, I come to de« 
mand jutlice for the injuries done 
to the French Reoublie in the 
perfoB of its Ambanadori Semon- 

ville, 
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ville, in a note remitted to the 
Divan by your Envoy. If you 
di&vow that note» in which (he - 
Ambaflador is denounced as a bad 
citizen, you will immediately fend 
W Embafly 'to France, to make 
an apology, and recall your pre- 
lent Envoy from Conihintinople, 
l^ithout delav. If you refufc, the 
Republic will be under the necef- 
fity of confidering it as a declara* 
tion of war. I can only give you 
^n hour, to confider your an- 
fwer." 

The royal rhetorician attempt- 
ed to explain away his words, but 
the inflexible Republican, was like 
adamant, impeinetrable and not 
to be moved, and foon after quit- 
ted the prefeqce, obferving, that 
he (hould hope to hear from hiv 
majeil)^ by the time appointed. 
So wonderful a quickner of nego- 
ciation is fear, that in le(s than a 
quarter of an hour, the prime 
minifter was difpatched with the 
following anfwer : 

.** I am ordered by the king of 
the Two Sicilies to declare, that 
his majeily formally and openly 
difavows every thing that may 
have been done in his name againft 
the French nation, at Coniianti- 
nople, and elfewhere. His ma- 
jerfy further declares, that he never 
took any flep to prevent Ambaf- 
£idor Semonville from being re- 
ceived atx the Ottoman Porte ; as 
his majefty intends (ending an am- 
ba^dor to France, he has with 
pleafure given orders for his fet- 
ting out immediately." 

Though the French were re- 
peatedly invited to land, they des 
clined the offer, and fet fail, after 
being two days at anchor in the 



bay, without any of the crews fo« 
ingon (hore. 

To thofe, who may cenfure thr 
indecorum of Captam Latouche^ 
the commander of the French 
fquadron, fending a grenadier to 
negotiate, by word of mouth, 
with a crowned head, it may be 
anfweredf that from the ipirit and 
fenfe with which the mtrflage waa 
delivered, it appears he bad chofem 
a maa properly qualified, more ef* 
pecially, as according to the French 
fyflem, perfoual worth is the only 
greatnefs. It may alfo be obfervi 
ed, that if indignity had been ac- 
tually intended, it was only re-^ 
paying it ; for the Convention hadi 
been calumniated, infulted, and. 
vilified, by unfledged envoys, and 
affeded plenipos, from one end 
of Europe to the other, in langu- 
age, and by condud, as diflant 
from true policy, and common 
fenfe, as it was from the efUibliih- 
ed intercourfe of nations, who 
prate fo much of being civilized. 

When thefe circumdanct^ are. 
confidered, and the comnson ef- 
fect of provocation on minds al- 
ready fore with irritation, their 
conduct, in the inflanqe before us, 
mufl be allowed to have been (in- 
gularly cool and temperate. 

I only wonder at their being 
fatisfied with the anfwer, which as 
far as it related to p>aft conduct, 
and future performance, was a 
tiffue of unfounded narration, and 
promife never performed. Had I 
been fecretary, or firft lieutenant 
to La Touche, I would have re- 
commended the fame fort of fuf- 
picious doubt which Lord Corn- 
walljs wifely exhibited in his trea- 
ty with Tippoo, the delivering 
hoflage^ 
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hollages of rank and importance. 
As to the exafperated Republicans 
being fo moderate, I can only im- 
pute it to their fmelling the gun- 
powder of the Englifti fleet acrofs 
the Mediterranean, and fearing 
that it might be brought down 
upon them, by the tremendous 
thunder of a bombardment. 

NEGOCIATION withFrance, 
the propriety of, under the 
prefent circumftances, (1793) a 
fubje6t wl^ich, for fome time, en«- 
groflcd a confiderable fhare of 
public dffcuffion, as well as pri- 
vate converfation. In the courfe of 
the controveriy, thofe who were 
of opinion, that whatever the pro- 
vocations, or however alarming 
the condu6t of France, negocia- 
tion fhould, at all events, have 
preceded hoftility, alluded occa- 
nonally to the condu6t of Cardi- 
nal Mazarine, who fent an am- 
bailador to England, during the 
vfurpation of Cromwell. Certain 
courtiers doubted the propriety of 
fuch a (lep, and confidered it as 
derogatory to the honor of their 
fovereign. This great (latefman, 
whofe abilities were never called 
in queilion, however odious his 
principles, reafoned in the follow- 
ing words. 

** Wc do not fend an ambafTa- 
dor for Cromwell's intereft, but 
for our own. By being in Eng- 
land, he will have an opportunity 
of procuring intelligence, and put- 
ting us on our guard againfl any 
deugns the EngliSi may be form- 
ing againft us. Suppofing that 
their prefent executive government 
is compofed of villains, it becomes 
ftill more neceflary to watch their 
conduct ; and were it neceflary, 



for any political purpofe, to nego* 
ciate with Pandsemonium ; if Lu- 
cifer, Moloch, and Belzebub, were 
hurled from their thrones, I would 
fend an envoy to thofe cunning 
fpirits who had fupplanted them, 
though they were the meanefl de- 
vils in the infernal dominions." 

It has been faid, in anfwer, that 
the power of Cromwell, however 
odioufly attained, and, in his efforts 
to fupport it, tyrannically exerted, 
was at the time, to all appearance, 
firmly eflablifhed ; that, notwith^ 
flanding his policy in taking part 
with France againft Spain, Was 
injurioufly warped by his paiiions, 
England, during his prote^orate, 
enforced the refpe6t, and excited 
the fears of Europe ; that his au* 
tbority, reared by a union of 
fanaticifm and military defpotifm, 
on the ruins of the monafcby, did 
not depend on revolutionary fluc- 
tuation, or the impra^icable reve- 
ries of theories, who, in erecting 
their building, fpotled their tools, 
and threw away the' neceflary ce- 
ments of public opinion and ufe- 
fill prejudice. 

Yet, it may be afked, if leaders, 
capable of making^ a fland, in ma- 
ny infbinces, fo vigorous and def- 
truftive, have not in themfelves 
fufficient flamina to preferve their 
own energy of vegetation. The 
fame flafF with which I level an 
alfailant to the ground, will furely 
prove ilrong enough for me, occa- 
iionally to corre6t niy fervants, and 
fometimes to bear my weight on it, 
as i travel the road, 

NEWSPAPERS, a powerful 
inflrument in the hands of 
genius and dexterity, for diflufing 
the opinions, and influencing thlb 
couduA 
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conduiS^ of mankind. To the rt- 
pid circulation of political know- 
kdge, by thele means, America 
and Ireland will be for ever highly 
indebted ; deriving as much power 
from the energy of the prefs, as 
from the bravery of their volun- 
teers ; the one owes to it her inde* 
pendence, the other her deliverance 
from political thraldom ; vi^oiy, 
in both cafes, had been clearly 
preceded by the force of reafoning, 
and the i^rone convi£tion of found 
argument, .which, in mod llrug- 
gles, have proved fuperior to the 
^* ultima ratio regum.*' England 
is not without her obligations to 
thefe diurnal depoiits of the crude 
attempts of literary tyros; they 
exercued and perfected the moral 
and critical acumen of Johnfon, 
the elegant inventive, and weighty 
poiitical truths, of Junius. I fpeak 
not of the party writings or the 
moralifl, thofe efFufions of pen- 
fioned toryifm were wholly un- 
worthy of his pen. 

" If it were portible for the li- 
berty of the prefs to exift in a def- 
potic government, without chang- 
ing the conftitution (a fuppofition, 
I confefs, fomewhat difiicult to 
conceive) that alone would form 
a counterpoife to the power of the 
prince, and a degree of liberty 
irould be immediately introduced." 
There is a regard to public opi- 
nion, and decency of character, 
which the fultan himfelf mufl ob- 
ferve ; and the decifions of public 
difcuffion, may almofl be called a 
lower houfe, a demoaatic check 
on the regal power. 

In the circulation of a nueU-coif 
du^ed newfpaper, the public wel- 
fare is materially concerned ; in 
trying moments, they give the 
Vol. II. 



alarm, they diminifh that danger 
which they cannot prevent, br 
preparing the public mind. If it 
were poluble for a publication of 
this kind to remain independem^ tht 
crown could not fhelter a bad mi- 
nifter, nor the mi^uided multitude 
a mock patriot. But fuch is the 
magic omnipotence of corruption, 
that it pervades alike the ftudy of 
the literary man, and the cabinet 
of the (btefman ; it diffufes a (ickly 
yellow hue of party jealoufy over 
the report of a public debate ; it 
cripples the arguments, it fhortens 
or obfcures the illuftrations, of an 
inimical minifter, but extends the 
flowery harangue of many a favo- 
rite fpeaker, through long, elabo- 
rate, and well-fludied periods; 
while the bau'-nrvvant and his cher 
amie, yawning over their fouchong, 
and ardent only for the poignant 
paragraph and the modern anec- 
dote, curfe thofe tedious difcuffions^ 
which they will not attempt to 
read. 

The fame evil hath alfo con- 
duced, in a coniiderable degree, 
to fap the foundations of impartial 
dramatic criticifm. The paltry 
confideration of ivory tickets and 
advertifements of plays, with the 
fmiles, the fuppers, and the well- 
timed douceurs of managers and 
fhge heroines, have long rendered 
o\xt public prints the fufpicious 
vehicles of praife undeferved, and 
mifplaced ]^negyric. After retir- 
ing from the theatre, difgufled 
with a bad play and execrable ad- ' 
ing, have we not repeatedly feen, 
in the modem conopanions of our 
breakfafl, the nonfenfe and rant of 
a preceding night, metamorphofed 
into dramatic excellence and firil- 
rate performance. 
I We 
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We are informed by a writer, 
"whofe vigor appears to incieafe 
with the political and contradictory 
riddles he undertakes to fupport, 
but whofe digrelTions are the nnoft 
interefting and entertaining part of 
his works; wcare informed, that 
the iiril publications of this fpecies, 
in England^ refembied an extraor- 
dinary gazette, that they were cal- 
led Engli(h Mercuries, and pub* 
Ufhed during the reign of Eliza- 
beth, to rouze national refentment, 
and fupport public fpirit, againft 
the terror of the Spaniih arniada. 
But a regular daily paper was 
not prtnt^ in this kingdonn till 
the war between King Charles the 
Firft and the Parliannent; and it 
has been remarked, that in thoie 
remote difcordant times, as in the 
late diih-a<3^ ftate of our Gallic 
neighbouj-s, a pdnting prefs was 
confidered as a neceflary and im- 
portant part of the camp baggage. 
Each parly was defirous of viftory 
with the pen as well as the fword, 
befides the advantage of a rapid 
diffufion of information. By 
CiTomwell it was carried to Scot- 
land, and Higgins printed the firft 
paper in that kingdom, in 1652, 
It was called a Diurnal of fomc 
Pailages and Affairs, &c. 

The Romans had ^ publication 
which nearly aj^roached to a mo- 
dern ncwfpapcr ; it was called Afta 
Diurna, or Daily Occuirrences, re- 
fembling the prefent accounts of 
births, deaths, marriages, &c. An 
extra^ from one of thefe may be 
feen in Petronius, an author, as 
iingular for the indecorous fubje£ls 
he handled, as^ the claffic purity of 
his language. The debates of the 
feuate were alfo publilhed at the 



(ame period, under the tirle. Pub- 
lica A6b. 

The next paper of this kind ap- 
peared at Venice, and was called 
Gazetta, from the name of the 
piece, of money for which it was 
fold ; and (as I underiland, from 
the fan^ refpe6bible authority to 
which I have juft referred) was 
diibributed in manufcript^ long after 
the invention of ^printing. Of 
thefe, thirty volumes were colledt- 
ed by that helluo librorum, Ma^- 
liabechi, add "are ilill prjeferved in 
the library he left. The Paris 
Gazette, under the management 
of Monf. Renaudot, followed next. 
In London, the Daily Advertifer, , 
of Jenour, led the way. The pro- 
digious profits of this gentleman's 
paper tempted a croud of compe- 
titors, too long to enumerate in 
this place. In 1793, the newfpa- 
pers publiflied in England and 
Scotland, daily, alternate, and 
weekly, amounted to one hundred 
and fixteen. Their attempts were, 
for tlie moft part, fuccefsful, and 
induced government to claim a 
fhare in their profits, I believe, 
luif a crown in every advertife- 
ment, which, with the (lamps and 
duty on paper, I underftand, adds 
to the public revenue more than 
two hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds a year, befides providing 
bread 'and employment for thou- 
fands. They arc, notwithltanding, 
regarded with a timid, hoilile eye, 
by moft governments, and have, 
of late, been faddled with enor- 
mous loads, unreafonabiy, and^ 
in the article of paper, with an 
injurious partiality, augmented. 

*^ I confefs, with concern,'' faid 

a Caledonian barrifter, ** the li- 

centiouiheis 
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centioufnefs of the prdt ; but letuft 
remember, it is a public creditor, 
to which religon, morality, |^nii», 
and fcience, are indebted; it pre- 
ferved the conftitution of our nfter 
kingdom, and reftored our own. 
If, m affuming the office of a cen- 
for, it fomctirpes goes aftray. Jet 
|t be cpntroulcd with parental ttti- 
dernefs, like a favonte child ; let 
us not, by well-meant but injudi- 
cious feverity, injure its health, 
and break its fpirits." 

NICHOLAS, Sir AUSTIN, ft 
Judge, under theprote6torate 
of Croniwell, concerning whom 
the following circumftances are re- 
lated. Havmg, while a boy at 
fchool, committed an offence, for 
>yhich, as foon as it was known, 
flogi^ng would be the inevitable 
puniihment« his agitation, from a 
ftrong fenfe of (hame, or a pccu- 
liaf delicacy of conflitution, was 
fo violent, that his fchool-fcllow, 
Wake, an intimate affociate, and 
father of the Archbifhop, remark- 
ed it with concern. Poileffing 
ftronger nerves, and fenfibility left 
exquiiite, he told him, that the 
difcipline of the rod was a mere 
trifle, and infifted on taking on 
himfelf the fault, for which^ after 
^ mutual druggie oF friendfhip 
^nd generofity, he futfered a fevere 
VP hipping. 

A fortuitous train of events, 
which often difperfes fchool inti- 
mates and college chums into op- 
pofite quarters of the globe, guided 
Nicholas through politics and law, 
to a feat in the Court of Common 
Pleas, and confirmed him a friend^ 
to the powers that are. Wake, on" 
the contrary, was a firm royalift 
STid cavalier, whofe zeal and a^i- 
yirj rendering him highly obnux- 



rons to hit opponents, he Wat 
ieised, tritd for his life, and con- 
demned at Salifbury, by his old 
acoualntance, Nicholas, who^ aftet* 
a leparation of fix and twenty 
years, did not recnlleft Mr. Wake, 
till he came to pafs the fatal fen- 
tcnce ; when the iteme catching his 
eye, a fudden convi^ion, ftrength- 
ened by a frw leading queftions, 
fiaflicd on his mind^ that the pri- 
foner at the bar, whom he had 
juft ientenced to an ignominious 
death, was no other than the fond 
friend of his juvenile hours; thofe 
houre which, whatever be the co- 
lour of our fate, we all contem- 
plate With a facrcd, a ferious, and 
interefting pleafurc. 

I need not defer ibe the ftate of 
a mind, in which civil difcord had 
not wholly obliterated gratitude 
and fynipathy: he beheld, with 
the moff poignant emotion, the 
forlorn fituation of that faithful, 
firm alTociate -^of his youth, who 
had undergone for him difgrace 
and ftripes; he faw, on every fide, 
the hell-hounds of war, and the 
mafti(fi> of the law. Waiting, with 
eager imp^fience, to drag the man 
he once loved to untimely death ; 
he hurried from the bench preci- 
pitately, to conceal his feelings,' 
and burft into tears. 

But friendfhip, like other virtues^ 
required the fpepdy and effeaual 
proof of exertion, or it woyld 
have been countera^cd by the dirt 
of arms, or the malevolence of 
party fyij, Af^er much oppol]M'>n 
from the round heads, whom Mr. 
Wake's behaviour had ex?ifperatedj 
a refpite was granted, ari^ Nicho- 
las, unwilling to rifk a life he 
highly valued to the uncertainty 
of letters, ahd the dilatq^* tardi- 
I ^ nejQ 



6o NORTOk 

ntSs of mefTcngers, hurried imme- 
diately to London. He rufhed 
to tbc^ Protestor, and would 
not quit him till, ibrely againft 
Oliver's will, he had obtained a 
pardon for his friend, againft 
whom, from perfonal enmity or 
mifreprefentation, Cromwell was 
peculiarly inveterate. 

The fortunate royal ift, from in- 
attention, a magnanimous or an 
afieded contempt of death, was a 
Aranger to the name and perfon of 
his judge, and knew not the pow- 
erful interpofition in his favour. 
Nicholas, alfo, had referved the 

Srecious, the important fecret, in 
is own breaft, till certain of fuc- 
ccis ; leaft, by vainly exciting hope, 
he fliould only add new pains to 
misfortune. Returning without 
delay to Salifbury, he flew to the 
prifon, gradually difclofed his name 
SLBd office to Wake, and producing 
a pardon, the friends lunk into 
each others arms : Nicholas, over- 
powered by the blifs of conferring 
life and comfort on one, from 
whom he had early experienced 
the moft difinterefted frienddiip; 
Wake, unexpeiEtedly fnatched from 
death, by dilcovcring, perhaps, the 
firft friend he ever loved, in a 
party, whom he had always confi- 
dered as ufurpers of lawful autho- 
rity, as the wolves and tygers of 
his country. 

NORTON, Sir FLETCHER, 
a Barrifter at Law, Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons, and, 
on the feceifion of Lord North's 
adminiftration, created Lord Grant- 
ley ; a man of invincible counte- 
nance and vigorous intelled, but 
in fome degree fpoiled, as is not 
unufual, by a law education. 
It cannot be mentioned but with 



regret, that fo many yoUng men, 
who bring with them to town 
worth, modefty, learning, ingenu- 
ous and pleaiing manners, ihould, 
after a few years at commons, 
Weftminfter-hall, and the circuit, 
exchange thofe delectable qualities 
for intolence, vanity, felf-impor- 
taace, and chicane. But Sir Fletcher 
is not mentioned for thepurpofe 
of indifcriminately cenfuring a nu- 
merous, and in fome inftances, a 
ufefiil fociety of men ; he is intro- 
duced for having, on a certain im- 
portant occafion, fpoken the lan- 
guage of truth with energy, bold- 
nefs, and, I fincerely hope, not 
without effed. 

The time to which I allude was 
when he addrelTed the King, on 
prefenting the civil lid bill, in the 
year 1777 ; and the Speaker's con- 
dud furely deferves more than 
common praife, when we confider 
the tiying circumftances and fitua- 
tion in which he was placed ; look- 
ing forward to a peerage, and pof- 
fefhng, at that moment, two con- 
fiderable pods, iwhich in effedt, 
though not in form, he received 
and held at the pleafure of the 
crown. I hope no one who reads 
this book will think any apology 
neceifary for reciting this (pirited 
addrefs, which departs fo efTentially 
. and fo properly from the dull re- 
petitions, and verbofe, unmeaning 
compliments, generally haihed up 
in fuch compo&tions. 

" Your Majefty's faithful com- 
mons,^' (faid Sir Fletcher, cre€t 
with honeft pride) ** your Majefty's 
faithful commons have granted a 
great fum to difcharge the debt of 
ttie civil Hft ; and confidering that 
whatever enables your Majefty to 
fupport with grandeur, honour, 

and 
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and dignity,'' the crown of Great 
Britain, in its true luflre, will 
reflet honour on jthe nation, they 
have given mod liberalJy, even in 
thefe times of great ds^nger and 
difficulty, taxed almofl beyond our 
ability to bear ; and they have 
now granted to your Majefty an 
incojne iar exceeding your Majef- 
ty's higheft wants, HOPING, 
THAT WHAT THEY HAVE 
GIVEN CHEERFULLY, YOUR 
MAJESTY WILL SPEND 
WISELY." 

Such were the bold fentiments 
forced on Sir Fletcher's mind, by 
ilubborn and alarming circum- 
fiances, and prefented at an awfiii 
crifis to the royal ear, which fo 
feldom receives plain matter of fa£l 
or important truth, untainted by 
flattery or mifreprefentation. Such 
language, which fovereigns ought 
to hear with reverence, cannot be 
too flrongly inculcated, or repeated 
too often, by the reprefentatives of 
a free people. 

I watched, I narrowly watched, 
the royal eye, when this fpeeeh 
was delivered, and declare, with 
pleafure, I did not perceive one 
lymptom of diipleafure deranging 
the mild ferenity and dignified loft- 
nefsof the Brunfwick countenance. 

A lawyer, a political lawyer, 
the creed of whofe profeflion is, 
that God and man muft be given 
u^, if they (land in competition 
with' profit or preferment; a law- 
yer who, like Mr. Erikine in a 
late trania£lion, could for a mo- 
ment lofe fight of fuch darling ob- 
jeds, deferves much credit ; and, 
confidering the general habits and 
education of princes, who are 
taught to look on their fubje£ls as 
born for and defigned only as 



fources of {um>it or amufement^ 
and to regard advice as infi>lencet^^ 
and reproof as treafon, the King 
has an undoubted claim to his (bare 
of praife, for liftening without re^ 
fentment, and afterwards elevating 
the author of thb harangue to the 
peerage. 

Were I to have my choice of 
chufing, or rath/!r of creating, om 
little cwifortaSle place at St. James^ 
I would be appointed (uart not 
my good bed-chamber lords) I 
would be appointed, notwithftand- 
ing the novelty of the poft, fpeaker 
of truth at court, with the privi- 
lege of repeating, at proper inter- 
vals, the fentiments contained in 
this fpeeeh to his Majefty ^ and I 
perfuade myfelf, from the.adivc 
benevolence of his chara^er, and 
his attention to the increafing bur- 
thens of his heavily taxed fubje6is, 
that it would not be repeated in 
vain. A great falary would not 
.be ray objeft ; I fliould be content 
with what is given to the laureat, 
for ferving up his annual fugared 
treat of palatable panegyric, an of- 
fice, the abolition of which would 
prevent the puzzling perplexities 
of Mr. Pye, and many future poets ; 
reflet credit on the Engliih court, 
and indeed is become highly ne- 
ceflary, in the prefent aera of pro- 
priety and juft difcernment 

I cannot difmiis the ftern virtues 
of Sir Fletcher, without repeating 
Mr. Burke's compliment to hiih, 
when fpeaking of his appointment 
as chief juftice in eyre. " Your 
dignity. Sir, is too high for a ju- 
riiai6lion over wild beafts; your 
learning and talents are too valua,- 
hle to be wafted in gloomy pomp, 
as chief juftice of a defart. I can- 
not reconcile it to myfelf| that you 
ihould 
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ihould be fhick up as a ufelefi piece 
•f antiquity." 

It was remarked at the time, 
that the old lawyer did not cordially 
feliih, what the orator meant for 
in attic compliment, thdXjitcking 
up a man as a ujtlefs piece ofantimiity^ 
who had, for fome time, oeen 
growling over his difcontents ; and 
the words, jurifdi^hn over 'wild 
beafis^ produced that kind of fup- 
prefled laughter, which is, of all 
others, the moft difficult to conceal, 
and the moft provoking to the 
perfon who caules it. 

I mnfl not omit mentioning in 
this article, an intereftiiig debate, 
in which the privileges of the 
Houfe of Commons were difcuffed, 
{>rtvileges which, in many inftan- 
ces, are thought to bear hard on 
the liberty of the fubjca. With- 
out pretending to determine what 
proportion of refpeft, honour, and 
exemption, from the burthens of 
their fellow fubjc£ts, fliould be 
allowed to the reprefentatives of a 
free people, or whether thefe effects 
are not beft produced by the fplen- 
dour of perfonal worth, I fliall 
only recite the words of Sir Fletcher, 
which were remarkably coarfe and 
ievere. 

" The Refolutions of this 
Houfe," faid a Gerttleman whofe 
zeal fometimes warps his judgment, 
*' The Refolutions of this Houfe, 
are paramount and univerfally 
binding. The judge on the bench, 
and even the laws themfelves are 
filem, when we fpeak." *« The 
Honourable Member," replied Sir 
Jletcfier, in a tone not very barmo- 
wmsy feems to forget there are two 
other branches of the Legifl^ture, 
whofe afTerit is necdTary to give 
efficacy to our decifions; and as to 



the Refolutions of the Houfe of 
Commons, of whofe power he 
boalb fo much, I ihould regard 
them no more, than the determi- 
nations of fo many coal porters " 
It has been obfervcd, with pom- 
pous aftonifhment, by a florid 
hidorical panegyrift of the prefcnt 
reign, whofe cloying fweetmeats, 
I underftand, have not been fo 
cordially received in Downing- 
ftreet, as the Honourable Writer 
expe6Ved ; it has been obferved, 
that Lord Grantley was the only 
inflance of a new made Peer, 
kiffing the king's hand in the 
Qiieen's Drawing Room. This 
deep obfervation, worthier a page 
of the back flairs, than a literaiy 
man, and in one inflance, an able 
political writer, muft refer to fome 
minute infraction of Court eti- 
quette, of which Imufl lament, 
or glory in mv ignorance. 

N OVER RE, a fenfible direaor 
of ballets, and a claffical 
dancing mafler, who has treated 
with confiderable learning and tafle, 
a fubje6t and a fcipnce, which 'till 
refcued by his dexterity, had Ipng 
been abandoned to triflers, and 
often been rendered ridiculous in 
the hands of dull pedants, or fu- 
perficial coxcombs. 

It has been the good fortune of 
Mr, Noverre, and his book, to be 
graced with an excellent engraving 
of his head, in Sherwin's, the 
lamented Sherwin's befl manner. 
Had his pages been lefs animated, 
and lefs fcientic, than they really 
are, the highly finifhed perfor- 
mance of that eminent artift, would 
have given theiti current value, 
with connoiflcurs and colleftors. 

'* What a magnificent glory has 
nn given to Noverre's 
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head," faid an Oxonian to Tom 
Warton ; ** it is no glory, but a 
powder putF," replied the laureat. 
•* And What but puff and powder, 
are half the glories of your calen* 
dar," faid the Magdalen (query 
Maudlin) grand compounder. 

I have feen lines applied to No* 

vcrre, but know not, though I 

^lih much to know, from whence 

' taken, or by whom written ; they 

began, 

• ** Du feu dc fon genie il anima 
** la dance." 

NUPTIAL INFIDELITY. 
The faihionable crime of the 
day, a natural effect of profligacy 
and extravagance united, which 
difabling its miferable vi^ims from 
moving in their own fphere, and 
in their own way, render them 
defperate, ihamelefs, and undaunt- 
ed, in feeking for, and feizing 
every o]^rtunity of indulging 
^him, and diiiipation, to the ut- 
rooft pitch of their bent ; for I am 
clearly of opinion that this grofs 
deviation from red^itude, is oftncr 
the offspring of a fordid avaricious 
fpirit, or the refentment of beauty 
once idoHzed, but now neffle£^ea, 
than the impulfe of genume at- 
tachment. 

My reafon for giving an article 
to the vice of adultery, which from 
its frequency and its being varniihed 
with a fbfter name, has almofl 
' ccaHkd to wound the ear of the yir- 
^n, or the matron ; my reafon 
was, to fuggeil a hint to certain 
fair apolc^ilh for conjugal frailty, 
who not utisfied with having in- 
jared tlie world by their example, 
and not content with remaining in 
that dark, murky back ground, 
to properly affigned to infamy, have 
impatiently ruSied forward on the 



fcene, and polluted the prefs, by 
elaborate apologies for unhallowed 
indulgence. 

Thefe miftaken cafuiils forget, 

that NOTHING CAN EXCUSE THEIR 
CONDUCT, NEITHER FOLLY, IN- 
HUMANITY, OR THE MOST ODIOUS 
OF CRIMES IN A HUSBAND. The 

law in moil indances, if they re- 
main innocent, will protect them 
from injury and outrage, but i^u 
being brutal, will not in the moft 
minute degree juftify their bein^ 
criminal. Hateful forced marriages 
have alfo generally been produced 
as an exculpatory argument, but 
this will not bear the touchftone 
of examination. For what parent, 
what guardian, what ft*iend, would 
i/are to pcrfevere in preffing wed- 
lock on a woman, who, in a firm 
tone of voice, aflcrtcd the privi- 
lege of her fexy and, indeed, of 
human nature, in the following 
words : 

" Sir, I feel not at prefent any 
inclination to marry, but if that 
really were the cafe, the perfon 
you recommend, is a man of all 
others I abominate and abhor. 
Whenever I take fo momentous 
a ftep as chufing a hufband, I (hall 
confider it my duty to cen/uh yott 
as my natural guardian and coun- 
fellor, and I will freely allow you 
a deliberative, interdidtory prero- 
gative, rationally and moderately 
exercifed. But as / am the perfon 
chiefly interefled in the event, I 
aflert the facred rights of private 
judgement, and nothing fhall ever 
induce me to facrifice myfelf and 
my peace of mind to the miftaken. 
fuggeftions of fordid intereft, or 
the delufions of unfatisfadbory fplen- 
dour." 

After fuch an addre^ abeihed 
tyranny 
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rimy woald hide its head, and 
tigers of compulfion fhrink to 
filence and infignificance. 

The woman who is deficient in 
{6 important a branch of her duty, 
who negledts, who criminally nc- 
|i;le£b to exert a llrength of mind, 
in which On other occafions the fex 
are feldom found deficient, fuch a 
mroman becomes a party in rearing 
the edifice of her own mifery, and 
by a fcandalous acquiefcence (for 
the age of chivalrvy m which dan^- 
iels were dragged to the altar, is 
palled away,) by a fcandalous ac- 
quiefcence, lavs a foundation for 
the crimes and misfortunes of her 
future life. She will be accufed, 
28 was evidently the cafe in a late 
inilance, of having formed a ihame- 
fiil referve,, of fele£ting a golden 
calf ihe hates, for the fhameful 
purpofe of procuring and indulging 
iecret interviews with the real, but 
lefs wealthy obje6l of her fondeft 
afie£tion8. 

I record, with regret and indig- 
nation, that in the latter part of 
the eighteenth century, an indi- 
vidual ihould exid, born of a wor- 
thy and highly refpe^lable father, 
firom whom he received the im- 
preffions and education of a Chrif- 
tian, as well as a gentleman ; that 
iiich a man ihould be profligate 
enough t6 come forward in a 
court of juftice, and declare, with- 
out hefitation, that he introduced 
an intriguing and debauched young 
man, to the acquaintance and the 
houfe of a man he called his friend, 
for the avowed purpofe of feduc- 
ing the affections, and corrupting 
the fidelity of his wife. In this 
«iark and infimnous bufinefs, by 
means of laudanum and other arts, 
without which the ilrugglesof ma- 



ternal affection for an only a defcit-' 
ed daughter, could not have been 
fupprefied, the minion of loofe 
defire was too fuccefsful ; it is how- 
ever creditable to the feelings and 
juflice of the age, and confolatory 
to the man who relates it, that the 
eyes of the whole court were fixed 
on this ufeful Ji'undy that he was 
feverely reprimanded bv a noble 
judge ; and that his fociety, fince 
this indecorous, and bafe tranfac- 
tion, has been gradually declined. 

OHIO, a river in America, 
near the banks of which, 
ancient buildings, forts, brick 
work, mafonry, and aqueduds 
have beendifcovered ; circumflances 
which have puzzled or defied 
modern reafoners, at what period 
to fix the asra of the people who 
raifed them — a people who muft 
previoufly have arrived at a confi- 
derable degree of. pcrfeftion in art 
and fcience. 

Unaifiiled by tradition* or lite- 
rary evidence, reafoa and reflec- 
tion faulter and paufe at the rela- 
tion. It may however teach us a 
needful and falutary lefTon, not to 
be fo ready, as in Europe, we too 
often are, to treat with ridicule 
and contenipt, hiftorical details of 
aeras, dynafties, and fyftems, in- 
compatible with European chrono- 
logy, becaufe thev are aflTerted and 
believed by perlons who happen 
to have been born at Delhi, China, 
or Japan. 

After all our boailed fuperiority, 
I am told, that in political nego- 
ciation, the Court of Pekin is pre* 
pared to fight every inch of ground^ 
and to foil us at our own weapons; 
that in a late expenfive embaiTy, 
the laugh was clearly againfl us, 
and that the royal rhymer of Pekin, 
actually 
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a£hially outwitted the Caledonian 
Peer. 

05KEEFE, JOHN, an Irilh- 
man, a dramatic caricaturift, 
and a fuccefsful comic writer, who 
has long enjoyed a Iharc of pub- 
lic approbation to which, in the 
opinion of many, his pieces are by 
no means entitled. 

I have before obferved, that the 
treafurer's book is generally con- 
fidered by managers, as the moil 
decifive proof of dramatic merit ; 
and it may afford amufement, as 
well as inilru6tion, to inveiligate 
the claims of a man, who, by his own 
confeffion moderately gifted, has at- 
tained praife as well as profit, in 
purfuits, which have fo often con- 
duced men of genius and high at- 
tainment, to mortification and de- 
feat. It may help to alleviate the 
chagrin of future rejefted play- 
writers, when they refleft, that the 
fuperior talents of Diyden, Pope, 
Fielding, and llayley, were not 
able to enfure fuccefs in paths, 
where candidates of ordinary abi- 
lities, have fometimes eminently 
fucceeded. 

From the duft and din of irre- 
iiflible London, with all its fafci- 
nating abominations, from bad 
wine and worfe company, from 
profeffion without principle, noife 
without mirth, and fociety without 
attachment, or fincerity, I have 
frequently rufhed to the theatre, 
and previoufly unacquainted with 
the entertainment of the evening, 
have almoft involuntarily felt dif- 
pleafed, on being told it was a fa- 
vorite .piece of O'Keefe's, With 
ftrong prejudices echoed by thofe 
around me, againftMow humour, 
broad farce, and flage trick, I have 
fat down almoft determined npt to 
Vol. IL 



be pleafed. But the hard froft of 
anticipating feverity, was by de- 
grees diflblved, my auftere brow 
gradually relaxed, and at laft yield- 
ing, in ipite of myfelf, to the im- . 
pulfe of humour, Edwin, or O'- 
Keefe, I joined in the univerfal tu- 
mult of laughter and approbation. 

I will not pretend to lay that on 
every occaiion, thefe burfts of 
merriment were the offspring of 
attic wit, or any ftriking novelty 
of character or fentiment; they 
frequently were fuch, as a rigid 
obferver of the unities, an admirer 
of the feaft of reafon and the flow 
of foul, would turn from with 
difdain ; but they powerfully and 
effectually anfwered the purpofe, 
for which, with a few exceptions, 
moft of us vifit the theatre ; to 
unbend the brow of care, and for- 
get for a few moments, the per- 
plexities which hunt us through'" 
life. Let us not be too hafly in 
difparaging the writer, who, how- 
ever humble his means, effects 
thefe ufeful purpofes. 

Many dramatic writers, high in 
fame, are apt to lofe figtit of, or 
defpife that foundation of theatric 
fuccefs, the art of making us laugh; 
while O^Keefe, with a thoufand 
faults in language, grammar, and 
common fenfe, fliakes the theatre 
witli vociferous applaufe. His 
competitors unfortunately forget, 
that in well-timed incident and 
buftle confifts the fecret of keeping 
up the attention of an audience, 
and wander 'till they are loft, and 
the audience fleeping over the 
fhidied elegance of well -drawn 
dialogue, fentimental axiom, and 
long converfations. In thefe re- 
fpeas, even the School for Scandal, 
and the Critic, with all their ex- 

K cellenciesy 
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cellencie?^ occafionally err; but 
more particularly, General Bur- 
goync's Heirefs, which laft I read 
with pleafure^ but viewed its per- 
formance not without lailitude. 

In the opinion of modern fre- 
quenters of a theatre, the pulpit 
and prefs afford ample fupplies of 
moral effufion, mental improve- 
ment, and intereiling jiairative; 
and the only buiinefs of the fhge, 
is either to enchant, by elaborate 
melody, executed with almod pain- 
ful dificulty, and high-wrought 
drains io^F rapture, or to furprize 
by brilliant decoration, and dexte- 
roufly managed machinery; or, 
laftly and principally, to make us 
laugh. In the fenfelefs trafh of 
0*Keefe's Peeping Tom, which I 
had much rather eat a copy of 
than read, the irrefiftible curiofity 
of Tom injpells him, in fpite of 
all injunctions, to view from a 
window Godina, who is fuppofed 
to be riding by in her undrefs; 
when, in order to procure an un- 
interrupted (ight, he raifes himfelf 
on a flool, and leaving defcription 
to the invagination of his hearers, 
fuddenly turns round, and exclaims, 
with up-lifted hands — ^Talk of a 
coronation ! and is intenupted in 
his ecftacies by the amorous old 
mayor, who reproaches him for 
viewing what he longs to fee him- 
felf : I have witneiT^ thunders of 
applaufe, which (hook the houfe 
to its foundation, far beyond all 
that Shakefpeare or Sheiidan hav€ 
ever been able to produce. 

This article might be conlidera- 
bly prolonged, by an enumeration 
of the deficiencies of this writer, 
yet, with alf his errors, I cannot 
but confider hinix, tt an humble 
diilaacei as the dramatic Hogarth 



of his day ; as one who, enabled 
by fcenic habits, a fuperior know- 
ledge of ftage cffc^, and a minute 
intimacy with the bye-roads to ri- 
diculous abfurdity, which he muft 
have watched for, and copied with 
no fmail accuracy and diligence ; I 
cannot but confider him as one 
who has contributed largely to the 
public flock of innocent pleafure 
and hannlefs amufement. 

He has felt, he has fuccefsfiilly 
felt, the general pulfe, and has 
applied lenients to the public mind, 
which effectually anfwer that pur- 
pofe, for which lages have trimmed 
their midnight lamps, and artifb 
have perplejced themfelves in vain. 
Though feparated, by a long in« 
terval, from Shakefpeare, Con- 
greve, Vanburgh, Hoadley, Wych- 
erly, and Steele, I may place him, 
without fear, on a fecure equality 
with Garrick, Colman, and Footc, 
who were as powerfully affifled in 
the walks of low comedy by Wef- 
ton, a& O'Keefe has been fupported 
by the grimace and gefture of poor 
Edwin, who, in many pieces on 
the flage, was himfelf the joke. 

I cannot mention the name of 
Edwin, who, in walks of low co- 
medy, foppifli affectation, and 
broad caricature, was inimitable, 
without regretting, that a man, 
who had fo univerfally pleafed the 
public, wa8 hunted down by the 
malevolence of a diurnal faibbler, 
and the noify violence of a viru- 
lent virago, to almofl conflant in* 
toxication, and eventually to cer- 
tain death. 

Her legal claims to matrimonial 
rights I will not difpute, though 
Jemmy Jumps repeatedly denied 
them: his errors, as a domcflic 
charader, I wUh not to palliate or 
defend, 
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defend, but as mutual happinefs is 
the great, indeed the only motive, 
"which ought to bring and keep the 
fexes together, I cannot but fmile 
at the ridiculous abfurdity of en- 
deavouring to force a man, in fpite 
of himfelf, to nuptial endearments. 
He repeatedly oiFered a fuflicient 
peamiary allowance, declared he 
preferred a prifon, or even hell, 
to affociating with the lady, and 
clearlv fell a facrifice to chagrin, 
and his ineffedlua! efforts to banifh 
it by drinking ; while the frequent- 
ers of the theatre, and particularly 
O'Keefe, have feverely fuffered by 
his death. 

To conclude ; the prefent uni- 
verfal tendency, in "Sll ranks, and 
in all fituations of mankind, to 
ape th^ vices, and exceed the ex- 
pcnces of their fuperiors, had ar- 
rived at 3n injurious, an alarming 
pitch, and the interefts of fociety 
demanded, that the pretended gen- 
tleman, the upftart mechanic, and 
the little tradefman, bolftered up 
by long credit, and the vanity of 
running into excers,and their coun- 
try boxes, in a chaife and one, cal- 
led by a late judge, bankrupt carts, 
Ihould be expofed to public notice 
and contempt ; a tafk, which Ed- 
win and O'Keefe effedually per- 
formed, by the Ikilful exertion of 
their dramatic weapons, while the 
tomahawk and fcalping knife of 
the fatiriil and divine too often 
failed of luccefs. By the profufe 
and unceafing; productions of his 
pen, our author has diffufed a 
general knowledge and diflike of 
contemptible fops and petit-maitres, 
who, without any grace of mind 
or body, but fuch as gamefters, 

f>roftitutes, taylors,. and barbers, 
ieflow, too often tempted the un- 



wary tradefman into niirlous con- 
fidence, and the infatuated female, 
captivated by fmall talk and faihion- 
able fplendor, into irretrievable 
ruin. 

PARISH BUSINESS, a term 
given to colle6ting the rate, 
providing for the fupport and em- 
ployment of the poor, and keeping 
the church in repair. The pecu- 
lations of church-wardens, over- 
feers, and fecret committees, have 
been remarked and cenfured in 
various articles of this cqUe6tion, 
without the moft diflant view of 
reflefting on the Richmond paro- 
chial management, which, without 
imputing, or 'even fuppofing it to 
be founded on felfiflincfs or ill de- 
fign, is, in a culpable degree, arif- 
tocratic and oppreffive. 

Since the publication of my for- 
mer volume, a quondam officer of 
a parifti in London, which fliall 
be namelefs, was evidently ap- 
proaching his laft moments, when 
in addition to thofe doubts which 
bold bad men defpife, his mind 
was obferved to be opprefled with 
fome grievous burthen, and he de» 
dared, he could not die in peace, 
till he had eafed his confcience of 
it. His friends drew near the b^d, 
when he made the following con- 
fellion, and inftantly expired. 

*' It has been, as it now proves, 
my misfortune to ferve feveral of- 
fices of this parifh, and, as the 
world imagines, with credit to 
myfelf, and juftice to otl^ers ; but 
I confefs, with fliame and contri- 
tion, that it was my conftant rule, 
with the confent of my brother 
x>fficers, to add twopence in the 
pound to each rate, for our own 
perfonal expences, feafting, and 
caroufals. On two occafions, a 
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bill was incurred at the London 
Tavern, where, in the madnefs of 
intoxication, -we were guilty of tiic 
mod extravagant abfurdities, and 
burnt our clothes, which were re- 
placed at the expence of our neigh- 
bours. I confels, with forrow and 
penitence, my diihonourable con- 
duct, and make it nw laft, my 
dying requefl, that, as foon as may 
be after my deceafe, one hundred 
pounds be paid by my executors, 
for the ufe of the pariih." 

PELEW, Jflands fo called, fitu- 
ated in the weftern part of 
the Pacific Ocean, to which public 
attention was for fome time di- 
refted, by the ftiipwreck of an 
Eaft India packet, in the year 
1783, when Captain Wilfon and 
his aflbciates, inftead of the treat- 
ment they expcfted from favage 
cinielty, and uncivilifed barbarifm, 
experienced ready aid and effectual 
relief; fuch as, I fear, in many 
inftances, would not have been 
afforded them (and I blufti for my 
own country, whilft I make the 
confc-ffion) in latitudes which have 
been, for ages, the feat of Chrifti- 
anity, freedom, laws, and arts ; 
where the wretched feaman is too 
often plundered of the miferable 
remnant, misfortune and the tem- 
ped have left liim. 

Of thefe Ifiands, and the fate of 
the fliip's company, a pleafing and 
interefting narrative has been pub- 
liihed and adorned, by the luxu- 
riant fancy of Mr. Keate, who, in 
addition to the peitjbing perplexities 
of brick and mortar, and the ex- 
haufling fubtleties of a tedious Uw 
fuit, has been accufed by the cri- 
tics, of decorating the journal of 
a fea voyage, and its cTifafters, 
with the poetic licence of Fene- 



lon's Telemachus, and the roman- 
tic fpirit of MarmontePs Belifariug. 
A doubtful mift, it muft be con- 
fefled, ftill hangs over the account, 
a mift which has been confiderably 
increafed by intelligence lately re- 
ceived, which defcribes the recep- 
tion and treatment of a ihip's com- 
pany, who failed near the ifland, 
as threatening and hoftile in the 
extreme. 

This alteration of deportment 
may, however, be eafily accounted 
for, and was probably occafioned 
by the hopes of the iflanders being 
difappointed, in not feeing Le Boo, 
a beloved fon of -Abba Thulle, 
King of the Iflands, who, by his 
fether's permiflBbn, and his own 
requeft, accompanied Captain Wil- 
fon to Europe ; but, after charm- 
ing and furprizing all who knew 
him, by his rapid conception, foft 
fimplicity, and amiable fcnfibility, 
unfortunately died of the fmall-pox; 
a very probable evil, a calamity to 
be expelled, and eafily to have 
been prevented, had the young 
man been inoculated the moment 
he landed in England. That the 
honeft,unfufpefting natives, (hould 
receive thofe, whom they confi- 
dered as ruffians, and the murder- 
ers of their prince, an amiable 
young man, is no veiy incredible 
circumftance. 

If, however, we could indulge 
the pleafing fuppofition, that Iflands 
fo remote from, and unknown to, 
European aits and policy, exhibit- 
ed the mild manners, without the 
vices of poliihed life, the ftriking 
contrail might amufe a philofophic 
mind. While we contemplate the 
generous clemency and prompt 
hofpitality of Abba Thulle, or the 
warm virtues and tender philan- 
thropy 
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throp7 of Le Boo, his defcendant, 
the parallel will be little to the ad- 
vantage of Europe. Perhaps we 
ihould rather dread, than wifti for 
their making further advances in 
the conuminatine intercourfe of 
nations. After aU the boafted and 
exaggerated advantages of learning, 
religion, arts, Jaws, and commerce, 
can they, in every inftance, com- 
penfate to the inhabitants of a 
country, fuch as Mr. Keate def- 
cribes our Pacific Ifland, for ba- 
niihed fimplicity and diftorted na- 
ture, eternal wars', corrupted mo- 
rals, bloody zeal, endlei& taxation, 
and complicated codes. 

PARACELSUS, a Phyfician, 
of Zurich, in Switzerland, 
whofe eccentric condud, enthufi- 
aiin, boldnefs, and boafling, rouzed 
at the latter pait of the. fifteenth 
century, the envy or the indigna- 
tion of his cotemporaries. He has 
been abufed as a quack, and a 
vain-glorious impoftor ; yet a man 
who enjoyed the confidence of 
Erafmus, in whofe writings fatiri- 
cal remarks on the medical pro- 
fei&on abound ; he who was com- 
mended by Van Helmont, and an 
objeft of panegyric to Gerard 
Voffius, is not to be configned to 
ignominy and fhame withoirt exa- 
mination. 

This tafk, indeed, hath been 
undertaken and executed, with no 
fmall (hare of ingenuity, by an 
agreeable writer, and a learned 
man, who, in the fame work, hath 
endeavoured to do juftice to the 
powers of impudence, and to prove 
that fimple, uncompounded, naked 
effrontery, without birth, addrefs, 
or application, muft and will ge- 
nerally fucceed in the world ; that 
XhcJEs firontis triplex, in plain Eu- 



glifh, a brazen fiiee, with a confi. 
dent look and folemn manner, chat 
fears and doubts nothing, but pro- 
mifes every thing, will certainly' 
condudt its undaunted pofTeiTor to 
fame and fortune. 

But not to forget Paracelfus : 
after he had been inftruded in the 
elements of his art by hts father, 
an induftrious apothecary, and had 
made confiderable progrefs in fuch 
chymical knowledge as that age 
afforded, and to which the young 
man was inordinately attached, he 
vifited the. principal cities and uni- 
verfities of Europe. Acquirement 
of knowledge bemg the great ob- 
ject of his journey, he confuked, 
without fcruple, phyficians, bar- 
bers, apothecaries, conjurors, and 
old women, eagerly adopting from 
every quarter whatever he thought 
ufeful in practice. In the courfe 
of his travels, he was taught, or 
fancied he was taught, the fecret 
of the philofopher*s ftonc, the pur- 
fuit of which, however ridiculous 
its failure in difcovering the art of 
turning all to gold, has been pro- 
ductive of golden advantages to 
mankind. At an acra, when no- 
thing but the ftrong flimuli of 
avarice or fanaticifm were able to 
rouze mankind, to inveftigate, to 
a6l, or to fuffer, this intatnation 
paved the way for, and feduced its 
devoted vidtims to, chymical ex- 
periment, to which we are fo 
highly indebted for a thoufand 
dilcoveries and improvements in 
the various arts, which tend to the 
prefervation, the comfort, the plea- 
fure, and the ornament of human 
life. 

The fubje^ of our prefent arti- 
cle, impelled by curiofity, defcend- 
ed the mines,' and traverfed the 
immenfe 
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itnmeiife fp«ce of the Ruilian em- 
mre, wis taken prifoner by the 
Tartars, and indebted for Hbeity 
«nd life to his medical (kill. After 
receiving many valuable prefents 
from the Cham, he accompanied 
the foil of that prince to Conftan- 
tiaople, and returning to Europe, 
was fo fortunate as to re (lore Fro> 
beniust a fsmous printer, to health. 
This circumihnce introduced him 
to the acquaintance of Erafmus, 
and he was appointed profeffar of 
pbyfic at Baile, with a handfcme 
iaiary : but not being able to refill 
his fondneis for wandering, he vi- 
JGted Italy, and on his return to 
Germany, died at Saltzbourg, in 
the foity-eighth year of his age. 

It was in his profeflTor's chair, 
and during the interval of a voci- 
ferous ie^ure, that he burnt in a 
folemn manner, the writings of 
Galen and Avicenna, but always 
mentioned the name of Hippocra- 
tes with refpe^l. His Latin, like 
his manners was barbarous; his 
words are faid to have been aenig- 
mas, his difcourfes myfterious, 
and often unintelligible. He 
paded for a magician, and was 
thought to have a familiar fpirit, 
which refided in the hilt of his 
fword; he alfo undertook by a 
femous elixir, which dill preferves 
the name he gave it, to prolong 
the life of man to almoft any 
period ; and if a patient at any 
lime died, he would never allow 
that this invaluable preparation had 
been exhibited. 

From this account it cannot be 
denied, that Paracelfus was a wild 
and vifionary adventurer; that he 
too often lo(l fight of nature and 
* coit)mon fenfe ; that his notions 
were vain, his theories groundlefs, 



and his conceits fantaftic. But if 
we conficler the bulk of ^Titers of 
that age, in the walks of phiJofo- 
phy, divinity, and metaph}'fics, will 
It be found that they defene a bet- 
ter chara^r ? From Galen, who 
is now oftner praifed than read, 
pafiages might he produced equal 
m abfurdity to the fiiblimeft rant 
and moft nonfenfical flourifties of 
ParacHfus. 

A contempt for learning hath 
alfo been laid to his ( harge ; that 
phyfic cannot be acquired from 
books, was an adage he frequently 
quoted ; he alfo repeatedly affeited, 
that an academic education wa?, 
by no means, the fliorteft path to 
medical knowledge and advancc- 
"ment ; an opinion which modern 
apothecaries have long infinuated. 
Thefe gentlemen infill that they 
are better qualified by education 
and praftice, foradminifiering me- 
dicine, than the Graduate frefh 
from the college or le6lure-room ; 
they triumphantly repeat the fre- 
quent threat of Ratcliffe; that he 
would leave the whole my fiery 
of phyfic behind him, on half a 
fheet of paper. It has alfo been 
aflied if the majority of thofe who 
fucceed, are fuperior in book learn- 
ing, and the languages, to Para- 
celfus ? he occafionally leftured in 
Latin, and to the great mortifica- 
tion of Guy Patin, publifiied three 
folio volumes in that language. 

He has been fevcrely cenfured, 
for wanting that diffidence, doubt, 
and hefitation, fo eficntial to the 
chara<5ler of a philofopher, in fearch 
of truth ; but his accnfers forget, 
that thefe very qualities, would 
have ruined him as a medical man ; 
for the world always confiders them 
(remember I fpc'ak of the mafs, 

that 
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that is, the vulgar, great and 
fmall ) as proofs of a want of (kill. 
That boidnefs, felf-importancc,and 
confidence, which the learned are 
fo angry with him for aiTuming, 
s th€f iirfirmities of patients require; 
as they, have not fufficient ftrength 
of mind to red fatii^ed with the 
plain unvarnifhed rale of common 
fenfe, ** Ufe the world ill, or, by 

, they will ufe you fo ;" was 

the advice of the dogmatic, over- 
bearing, infolent Ratcliffe, when 
he had reached the fummit of pro- 
feflional eminence and wealth. 

Let it not be underftood, fays the 
fame intelligent author 1 have before 
quoted, that an odious and cor- 
rupt condud'is what I reconimend; 
I only wifli mankind to be dealt 
with, as they only can be dealt 
with, if we mf an to render thorn 
any fcrvice. In a few words, is 
medicine, and the pra£tice of phy- 
fie, neceflary, or is it not? if not, 
let the profefTion retire on penfions, 
and let it ceafe to be a branch of 
education ; if, on the contrary, it 
be neceflary, phyiicians muft a£t, 
in fuch a way, as will recommend 
them to their patients ; and he who 
puts on a grave, erec^, and fpirited 
air, accompanied with a tone of 
authority and confidence, will be 
much fooner employed, than a far 
abler man, who, with a peaking 
pitiful afpe6l, fhrinks, droops, and 
trembles, under every adtion of 
his life. 

All things, animate and inani- 
mate, muft be treated according to 
their nature; a lion in one way, 
a horfe in another ; but man, you 
will tell me, is a fuperior being, 
and ought to be treated rationally ; 
agreed \ but fuppofe he will not. 



is he to fink under calamity and 
difeafe, becaufe no kind friend, 
will humour the innocent freaks of 
frailty and imperfection ? 

I remember, a few years fince^ 
an itinerant quack, who raifed con- 
fiderable contributions on the cre- 
dulity of the well-difpofed inhabi- 
tants of a remote county in England; 
he fcarcely poflefled one requiute for 
the due performance of the ardu- 
ous talk he undertook, which was 
an important branch of medical 
furgery, yet he fucceeded in a 
wonderful degree, and I believe 
might be now pointed out in fplcn- 
did independence, the pofleflbr of 
one of thofe luxurious villas, 
which adorn the environs of Lon- 
don. What then were the qualifi- 
cations, it may be afked, by which, 
he afccndcd the lleeps of fortune. 
Did he poflefii a pleafing addrefs > 
Were his manners elegant and 
refined ? He was difgufting in per- 
fon, flovenly in drefs, unclean in 
habits, and of vulgar manners; 
his voice harfh, and his fpeech a. 
diflbnant provincial brogue. Had 
he learning ? It was with difficulty 
he could read or write. What— 
a truce with your quefiions ; give 
a man time to fpeak, and I will 
explain. An elaborate difplay of 
his own confequence, was at all, 
times, and on all occafions, the 
fubjedl of his daily converfation. 
The names of two or three half- 
witted people of confequence, who 
patronized him, and particularly 
that of a certain hair-brained ba- 
ronet, were the unceafing burthen 
of his early matins, and his even- 
ing fong, which generally began, 
and always ended^ with the irrefif* 
tible eloquence of felf-approbation. 
... . His. 
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His identical words, in unceafing 
rq)ctition were, " Indeed 1 am a 
very clever fellow." 

Thus fimplc inftin^l, a few dc- , 
grees beyond what animates a 
monkey, a dormoufe, or a cat, 
taught a clown the current lan- 
guage of low cunning and fuccefs. 
A mode of conduft, which, with 
the rational and well-informed, 
would have doomed him for life 
to hewing of wood, or, at moft, 
to the obkrene ftation of the loweft 
attendant on the ftage of a moun- 
tebank, the admiration of ideots 
and drivellers, elevated him to 
wealth. 

Men of merit, adapting their 
manners to the circumftanccs, fitu- 
ation, and education of their pa- 
tients, muft, in f«me degree, follow 
the fame conduft; to be really 
dcferving, is not alone iiifficient ; 
they muft, if not by aftual oral 
declaration, and impudent avowal, 
endeavour, at leail, by circuitous 
inuendo, circumflance, pomp, and 
collufive puffs, proclaim to the 
gaping multitude, " Behold a man, 
who can cure all your complaints, 
who is fuperior in abilities to all 
modern phyiicians, and is, (I fwear 
by the immortal Gods) very fenfi- 
ble and acute, in (hort, a very 

CLEVER FELLOW." 

I had juft revifed the prefent 
article, and fully prepared for 
compofitors, and printers' devils, 
who are ready to cut a man into 
pict^ if they wait for copy, was 
iinklbg into the luxurious indo- 
lence of an arm-chair, a new book 
uncut, and that rarity in London, 
a quiet fire-fide; when the death 
of my old frien4 Nicholas was 
fuddenly announced, I flart from 
my trance, and in fpitc of every 



temlency, muft fay a word of a 
man, whom I ufed to call the Pa- 
racelfus of the eighteenth century, 

Nicholas with all his eccentrici- 
ties, is gone to his laft home. — We 
once were intimate, but different 
purfuits, and my prefuming fome- 
times to differ with him in opinion 
(iin offence he did not readily for- 
give) had feparated us for a long 
interval, and neither of us loved 
letter-writing, to a man tjjho has 
nothing to fay^ an irkfome and fa- 
tiguing tafk. I could not cordi- 
ally liflen to his two hour-har» 
rangues on compound fraftures, 
his infallible remedy for the rheu- 

matifm, and his curing a in ten 

days ; when we latterly happened 
to meet, we were comfortably 
cool, glad to fee each other, and 
as glad to part. 

Yet Nicholas, with many fauhs, 
and fome abfurdities, was not with- 
out prominent excellencies; his 
heart was on all occafions alive 
to the calamities of his fellow crea- 
tures, he was actively chari- 
table ; not fatisfied with meeting, 
he fought for, and hunted out 
mifery in its moft wretched retreats; 
a firm believer in revelation, and 
able to defend what he believed; 
particularly bofpitable to gofpel 
minifters of every perfuafiou. It 
was alfo remarked, that he never 
fuffercd the Almighty to be men- 
tioned with levity in his prefence, 
without reproof; fome thought it 
bordering ' on affectation, that 
whenever the name of God pafted 
his own lips, he either rofe from 
his feat, or uncovered his head. 

Thus defcribed, and thus com- 
pounded, after finifliing his ftudies 
with credit to himfelf and his ixi- 
ftrudtors, he fettled as a furgeon 

in 
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in a village remote from the capi- 
tal, and was alternately the com- 
forter, the hero, or the tyrant of 
a diftri^ in which he palled forty 
years of his life, accumulated a 
fortune, and eilablifhed his reputa- 
tion. Uxorious, domedic, literary, 
botanic, and agricultural ; his time 
fully, varioufly, and for the moft 
part agreeably occupied; he was 
a ftranger to that uncomfortable 
ftate of mind, which, for want of 
an expreilive Englifh word, we 
call ennui. Yet the happinefs of 
Nicholas was not without alloy, 
he could not always fupprefs in- 
dignation at being buried in a 
hamlet, when he heard of men, 
whom. he ufed to defpife for imbe- 
cility, kifling hands for appoint- 
ipents at court, marrying heirefles, 
and building villas. On thefe 
occaHonS he did not recolle<fV, that 
the life of a profeilSonal man, 
who means to be eminent, muft be 
a life of facrifices; that obfequi- 
oufnefs and felf-denial muft be 
added to toil, vigilance and aflivity. 
But to yield or give way in any 
one point of prejudice, whim, 
weaknefs, or caprice, was contrary 
to the theory, as well as the prac- 
tice of Nicholas. He exemplified 
this unbending humour in the 
minuted and moft trivial circum- 
ftances of private life ; from the 
moment of quitting, 'till he retired 
to his bed, he pertinacioufly wore 
his hat, his boots, and his great 
coat, in all winds, in all weathers, 
at all feafons, and in all companies ; 
careful houfewives might cry out 
againft his nafty boots, and patients 
' complam that a wet coat, and a 
dripping hat were not very fuitable 
accompaniments for a lick room ; 
deaf alike to the voice of pity or 
Vol. II. 



propriety, h^ kept his boot-jack at 
the bed-fide, and the only peg for 
' his hat, was his own head. 

^* [ can render mankind eilen- 
tial fervices," would he exclaim in 
his magifterial reveries, ** and I 
expe^ tnem to make me fome al- 
lowances;" but Nicholas and the 
world did not exactly agree in 
fentiment, they knew and valued 
his medical qualifications, and re- 
warded him generoufly; but the 
moment they recovered, thanked 
God they were well rid of the 
Do6tor, as well as the difeafe. 

Yet with all his reputation, the 
praftice of. Nicholas was highly 
exceptionable ; he had heard, and 
had read of certain powerful mi- 
nerals, which, extradted from the 
bowels of the earth, and concen- 
trated by chemic art, are found 
able to cope with malady, in its 
moft formidable fliape, and under 
the denomination of fpecifics, in- 
dependent of mechanic effect, or 
the laws of circulation, appear to 
a<5t by magic influence. With 
half a dozen of thefe Herculean 
Panaceas, a countenance not eafily 
abafhed, a fonorous voice, pom- 
pous manners, and a pair of bony 
geldings, he (cowered the country 
in more fenfes than one. Suc- 
ceeding in a few defperate cafes, 
where certain cautious practition- 
ers, whom he called triflers, had 
failed, his name was abroad ; the 
nurfes and good women called him 
2i^ne man^ and better judges v/tr^ 
not fatisfied with the death of a 
relation, *till Nicholas had decided 
their fate. 

But in the rapidity of his medi- 
cal career, he paid no attention to 
delicacy of fyftem, tender habit, 
or peculiarity of conftitution ; after 
L pro- 
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pronouncing the name of the dif* 
order* the fame medicines, in the 
fame form, and in a iimilar dofe, 
were given to every patient ; it is 
fcarcely necelfary to add, that by 
fuch conduct, his pills, his draughts, 
and his drops, ipread death and 
defolation round the country. Too 
vain to fee his errors, too proud 
to acknowledge miflake, and too 
eminent to be fufpe6^ed of ^&mg 
amiis, I have not a doubt that in 
the courfe of a forty years extenfive 
pra^ice, he hurried feveral hun- 
dreds to an untimely grave; yet 
Nicholas died himfelf, a natural 
death, ^nd/ollowing bis nxxtrks^ was 
decently interred amongft his un- 
complaining patients, in a country 
church-yard. 

It is eafier to lament the evils of 
a rafh pra£titioner, than to enable 
mankind to guard againfl them, 
for who, but a medical man, can 
dcted medical obliquity. One 
caution on the fubje^t may not 
however be amifs ; that man, who 
in the common a6^ions of life, 
difcovers eccentric, odd manners, 
and impatience of contradidion 
who betrays in his general con- 
duft, overweening vanity, and a 
defe^ of thofe mod precious of 
all commodities, prudence and 
common fenfei is not generally 
fpeaking, to be feled^ed for medical 
attendance; the art of healing 
requires at times fuch a portion 
of philofophy, forbearance, and 
fbength of mind, and muft at 
times, fo ftrongly imprefs the con- 
vision of the infuiiiciency of hu- 
man art| that I may venture to 
pronounce fuch a character as I 
have defcribed, as unfit for a fafe 
or a confcientious practice of it. 



PAINE, THOMAS, a ftty. 
maker, a revenue officer, a 
political writer, and a man of ge- 
nius, who, with much of ilrong 
argument, and much of coarfe in« 
ve^ive, but occafionally with a 
mixture of exaggerating mifrepre- 
fentation, and vulgar quaintnefs, 
has been accufed of fanning the 
flames of fedition on either nde of 
the Atlantic, but with very differ- 
ent effe6b. In the Engliih colo- 
nies, his writings were perufed 
with avidity, and followed up with 
meafures, which, after a long and 
bloody flniggle, eilabiifhed a re- 
public, whofe open arms, and 
tx>undleis territories, for ages yet 
to come, will afford a remge to 
the unfortunate, from the luxuries, 
the impofts, the fins, and the for- 
rows of Europe. 

In Great Britain, after rouzing 
the refentments of Mr. Burke, 
and awakening ariftocracy from 
her golden dream, his pamphlets 
have been attacked by the crown 
lawyers, deeply intrenched in pre- 
cedent, prerogative, and legal inu- 
endo ; they have been pronounced 
libellous, their fale interdicted, by 
a tribunal, whofe fentence I have 
neither right or inclii^ation to con- 
tradict ; and many reipeCtable in- 
dividuals, by inadvertently felling 
them, have expofed themfelves to 
obloquy, profecution, fine, . and 
imprifonment. At the fame time, 
by minifterial management, or by 
popular prejudices, operating on 
the open generofity of our Engliih 
charai^r, fufpicion was fomented 
into malignity ; terror, real or af- 
feSed, in proportion to the ftrength 
or weaknefs of each man*s mind, 
pervaded every rank; the tower 
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of London tras fortified with btr- 
rels of earth, and Lord Louj^hbo- 
rough, mditted by the magnitude 
of his profpe^s, or the urgency 
of his apprehenlions, for thoie 
who greatly hope muft greatJv 
fear, turned his baclc on his 
friends, and was prevailed on to 
accept the fesrls, with an income of 
ten thouiand a year; an enormous 
amount, to which, I underftand, 
our eternal bankruptcies have raifed 
the chancellor's income. 

Whilft I venerate the form, but 
lament the palpable corruptions, 
of our conftitution, in matters of 
revenue, religion, legiilature, 
prroccly expenditure, and repre- 
fehtation ; errors, corruptions, and 
cxcefles, which make it almofl im- 
poffible for the middle ranks to 
keep a {hilling in their pockets, 
and (hut out thoufands of conici- 
isntious men from ferving their 
country ; I hope and truft that T 
am not infeniible of the comforts 
and fecurity it affords ; that I am 
not wanting in a rational attach- 
ment to that king, and thofe 
lords and commons, of which it 
is compofed. Yet, I confefs my- 
felf wholly a ftranger to that out- 
rageous zeal, that modern fpecjes 
of Birmingham loyalty, which 
villtfies the motives, deilroys the 
perfon, and burns down the houfe 
of a neighbour, who happens to 
differ from me in opinion. 

This unpropitious circumftance, 
in the treatment of Thomas Paine, 
notwithdanding the manifold er- 
rors and defe6ts of his writings, 
operates as a fpecies of internal 
evidence in his favor ; the majori- 
ty of his literary opponents, in- 
ftead of anfwering his arguments, 
and combating his dedu6tions, by 



fiiir reaibning, hare exhaufted their 
whole ftrength in endeavours to 
blacken his chara^er, and prefent 
to public view the moil inoefenfi- 
ble paifiiges of his lile. This charge 
is equally applicable to his exafpe- 
rated divine biographer, whole pen 
is the tomahawk of a lavage, to 
the Crown and Anchor chairman, 
and to Mr. Arthur Young ; wrap 
ped up in fnug linecures, thefe 
eloquent, d^nterefted pi^ifers of 
the conftitution to which they ad- 
here, and whofe juices- they fuck, 
with the philanthropy and patriotic 
attachment of a fagacious leech ; 
thefe gentlemen forget, that it is 
poflible for the fame man to be 
the greatefl rafcal in the world, 
and yet be a keen and fenlible 
writer; that their proving (fup- 
pofing them to have proved) that 
he has at times aded an inhuman, 
and even a dilhoneit part, does 
not overfet one iota, or one tittle, 
of the Arong political axioms he 
produces. Were it my bufinefe, or 
indcerf were it at all to the purpofe, 
to enter the lifts with Mr. Paine, 
he is vulnerable on every Mc^ 
on the fcore of political and moral 
expediency ; while a prevalent an- 
tipathy to the marine power of 
Great Britain, breathes through 
every page, and he fixes his eyes 
on our Weft India iftands, with 
the interefted views, and inveterate 
prejudices, of a tranfatlantic citi- 
zen, anticipating the glories of an 
American navy, five hundred years 
before its eftabiiftimen^ 

How much wifer would thefe 
writers have a^ed, had they been 
argumentative inftead of grofsly 
perfonal, had they turned their 
thoughts to the real fources pf our 
calamities ; for I J^m convinced, 
L a that 



76 



PAINE. 



that the dcrcli6Hon of duty, as 
well as decency, in the more exalt- 
ed ranks of life, and the public 
drfcuffion of certain enormous 
debts, have diffufed antimonarchic 
fentiments and principles more 
widely, than all that Thomas 
Paine ever wrote, or the mofl de- 
mocratic republican ever imagined. 
I am clearly of opinion, that a 
cool and difpaffionate pamphlet, 
endeavouring to prove, that the 
fubje6^ of my prelent article was 
attempting to place power in 
hands totally inadequate to the 
management of it, and which, 
polUbly with the beft intentions, 
they would have exerted r)nly to 
their own deftru6tion, or the pro- 
ducing that woril fpecies of defpot- 
ifm, the defpotifmof democracy, 
would have been a more efFe6hial 
and popular reply to his Rights of 
Man, than the mod elaborate fcru- 
tmy into, or the moft authentic 
account of, his private life. 

Speaking of the unfair art| which 
have been pra^ifed againfl the au- 
thor of the Rights of Man, on 
tlie plea, that fuch a man, and 
fuch a writer, deferved no better 
ufage ; I cannot refufe the praife 
of fh-ong impreffion to the fpeech 
of Mr. Erlkme. 

** Great indeed," faid our lumi- 
nous advocate, " great are the 
embarraiTments I have felt this 
day, but they have not been able 
to detach me from the duty I owe 
to my profeifion, to juflice, to ho- 
nor, and my country. An impartial 
trial is the firft and deareft privi- 
lege of every Engliftiman, and the 
author of the Rights of Man would 
have had ample grounds of detrac- 
tion,, if there appeared the fmalleft 
tindture of partiality in the pro- 



ceedings of this court. He might 
have complained, with reafon, if 
the man he had chofen to defend 
hini, had been intimidated by 
threats, or been prevailed on, in 
any way, to abandon his caufe. I 
need not defcribe the difficulties of 
my (ituation, {landing up, as I do, 
againft prejudices that have been 
openly, widely, and generally cir- 
culated, againfl imputations of the 
grofTefl and mofl afFe£ling kind. 
You cannot, gentlemen, be igno- 
rant of the difgracefiil means which 
have been taken, not merely to 
influence, the public mind againil 
the defendant, but to flamp and 
brand every man with the mark 
and reproach of difaffe6lion to 
the government and conflitution, 
who fhall venture to hazard the 
flightefl approbation of his doc- 
trines. 

" What would be the confe- 
quence, if a barrifler were fuffered 
to exercife his difcretion, in flating 
what cafes he would appear in, 
and what not ? it would be arro- 
gating to himfelf the office of a 
judge, and giving a previous dcci- 
fion on the cafe. Perfonal feelings 
ought never to weigh againfl pub- 
lic duty. I have tieated with the 
contempt they merited, the far- 
cafms and calumnies with which I 
have been loaded ; regardlefs of 
all that folly and all that malice 
can utter, I (hall maintain, as long 
as life and fenfe remain, the equal 
right of every man in this kingdom 
to a fair trial. 

** The defendant is charged 
with writing and publifhing a 
book, hoflile to the conflitution 
of England. — The law of England 
knows of "Yio fuch crime ; it 
mufl be proved, in order to con- 

flitute 



PAINE. 



77 



ftitiite his guilt, not whether the 
Attorney General, not whether 
you or I, approve the book, but 
whether, truly and bona fide^ he 
compofed and publifhed it with 
the diabolical intention of provok- 
ing difcord and difTention in the 
country. If he only thinks, that 
the conflitution of England is not 
calculated to promote pubJic hap- 
pinefs, he may differ in opinion 
with you and me, but he is not 
guilty of any oifence againfl the 
law. 

** Forms of government may 
at any time be difcuiFed and fcru- 
tinized with the greateft. rigor, 
corruptions or decay may be point- 
ed out ; in fhort, confiderable lati- 
tude is to be allowed, in a free 
country, to writing and converla- 
tion, as long as we do not teach 
individuals to refift legal authority, 
and oppofe the law of the land. 

" The following is a fentiment 
from Mr. Paine's book, to which, 
I believe, gentlemen of the jury, 
you, I, and every reafonable man, 
will readily confent. * If a law 
be bad, it is one thing to oppofe 
and refift its execution, but very 
different to expofe its errors, rea- 
Ibn on its defe6ts, and endeavour 
to procure its repeal. It is better 
to obey a bad law, reafoning at 
the fame time againft it, than 
forcibly to violate it, becaufe 
breaking a bad law might lead to 
difcretionary violations of thofe 
which are good.' 

" If no man had been allowed, 
from the force of fuperior intel- 
ledt, to point out improvements in 
our fecial fyftem, how would the 
Englifh conftitution have attained 
that beautiful ihape and profperous 
cltablifhment, which the Attorney 



General thinks it pfofknatton to 
meddle with or touch ? When 
Mr. Burke alTerts, that the people 
of this country are utterly and for 
ever deprived of the power of 
changing their conftitution, he 
claps a padlock on reafon, he pix)- 
hibits liberal difcuftion. The hu- 
man mind cannot live under re- 
ftraint ; if men are permitted to 
communicate their thoughts, in- 
dignation flies off like fire fpread 
on a furface, like gunpowder feat- 
tered, it kindles, it communicates. 
But under reftraint, it is a fubter- 
raneous fire, whofe agitation is 
unfeen, till it burfts into earth- 
quake and volcano. 

" On the prefent occafion, gen- 
tlemen, you muft guard your minds 
againft the infeSion of popular 
frenzy; you muft firmly elevate 
yourlelves above the prejudices of 
human weaknefs ; you muft difco- 
ver the mind of the author in his 
book, not in the rage and defpe- 
rate cant of the times. The de- 
fendant and his book have been 
condemned by bell, book, and 
caudle ; by argument, by violence, 
by imputation, and by threats, in 
every little parifli in the kingdom. 
Alfociations have been formed to 
burn his pamphlets, and hang his 
effigy ; prefTes have been erected, 
and been working night and day, 
to counteract his poifon (I hope 
they have not diffufed it) and an 
author confiders it as the great glory 
of his pen, to have circulated the 
indecorous lapfes and private fcan- 
dal of his life.^The refult. of all 
is, that the cauie hath been pre- 
judged, that the mind of no man, 
within the fweep of fuch a torrent^ 
can be free. 

" It has been faid, by fome of 
our 
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cMr lofftl aiFoclatorSy that the great 
Harrington was as great a thief, 
sad as obicure a ruffian, as Tho- 
mas Paine. They appear to have 
forgotten, that he was defcended 
from the mod ancient branches of 
our firft nobilitj, that he reflected 
honor on the dokes, marquifles, 
baronsi, and knights of the garter, 
from whom he fprung. He was 
the foithful fervant of King Charles 
the Firft, and of fuch undoubted 
honor, that he avowed republican 
friocipks, yet retained the confi- 
dence and affection of his mafter. In 
theihipwreck of his life and fortune, 
when the courtiers were fled or fly- 
ing, in every direftion, from the 
unhappy monarch, Harrington, in 
^ce (k death and danger, repeat- 
tdly vifited hhn in the Ifle of 
Wight ; and althotigh furroonded 
by parliamentary foWiers, took 
his lad farewell, fell into his arms, 
and fainted on the fatal fca/fold. 

** After the King's death, he 
wrote the fenx>us Oceana, in which 
he praifes his virtues, laments his 
errors, and afcribes his misfor- 
rones to the feeble nature of a 
monarchy. 

** To win the a£re6tions of En- 
gliftimen, their reafon rndft be 
convinced ; it is principle only that 
can render loyalty fincere and vi- 
gorous. The fure fecret of attach- 
ing the people to any form of go- 
veitHnent, is to convince them, 
that their intereft and happinefs 
depend on it. Confiraint is the 
natural parent of refinance ; where 
€Mie fide is tyrannical, the other 
will always be refractory. You 
remember Lucian's pleafant flory : 
Jupiter and a countryman v^ere 
walking together, familiarly con- 
verfing on the fubjed of heaven 



and earth. A little matter of dif- 
pute arofe, and while the god 
ftrove to convince the ruftic by 
argumient, he liftened with pro- 
found attention ; but happening to 
hint a doubt, Jupiter turned haiti- 
]y round, and threatened him whh 
his thunder. * Now/ fays the courK 
tryman, ^ I know you are in the 
wrong; if y<w were right, ycfu 
would never appeal to your tinin- 
der." 

The pieafbre of its perufal, is 
I trufl an ample apology for the 
length of my quotation. In reply 
to our able and brilliant advocate, 
it has been obferved, that the man 
who ridiculesf and expoies a con- 
ftitution, in its feveral branches, 
makes a dai^rous and near ap- 
proach to the aliailam who openly 
refifts, and oppofes the laws it in- 
culcates. That with refpeft to 
the general alarm, and inveterate 
prejudice roufed agarnil Thomas 
Paine, it was necsssahy to of- 

tOSi, Bl^tHUSlASMTOEMTHtlSIASM', 

that in no other effeChial way, 
•ould the great body of the peo- 
ple have been put on their guard 
againfl the fafcinating omnipotence 
(^ his fyf^em, fo admirably calcu- 
lated to level the barriers of private 
integrity, and deftroy focial at- 
tachn)ent. Doctrines which tell 
a footman he is as well entitled to 
the fideboard and -drawing-room 
as his mafler ; and the beggar, that 
rank and fubordination are a vio- 
lation of his privileges and rights. 
Againfl fbch doctrines, a more 
than common flimulus was required 
to excite refiflance; a union of 
zeal, ardour, men, and money 
were neceffary to countera^ their 
wide fpreadinz and magic infiuence. 
The bitter feeds of malignity and 
difcontent 
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difcontent, from the unhap{>>', but 
uoavoidable difproportioii in the 
acUotment of the good things of 
life ; the bitter feeds of malignity 
and difcontent are deeply fown in 
the minds of the lower clafles of 
fociety, they wanted only the 
quickening produAive hot-houfe of 
Thomas Paine, to call them into 
rapid vegetation, and the flrong 
evergreen would quickly have 
overfliadowed the land. 

I hope and believe, that a hard 
hearted neglect of the middle ranks, 
the poor and the needy, is not one 
of the numerous fins of my life ; 
I feel, and I thank God for the 
(bothing refle6tion, I feel that it 
18 not; but while it is evidently the 
duty, as well as intereft of the 
great, the wealthy, and the exalted, 
to turn a commilerating and atten- 
tive eye to the wants and diftreifes 
ef their fellow creatures, the more 
bumble ranks ihould remember 
ib^ affo have important and indif- 
penfible duties to perform, that to 
fuffer as well as to a^ with cool in 
trepidity ; that to becalm and erc6t 
under misfortune, is the charader 
of a patriot, a hero, and a chrif- 
tian. 

It was attempted in a converfa- 
tion, to fettle a comparifon be- 
tween the merits of Paine and 
Mackintofh,as literary men; ** Tom 
writes for the kitchen, Mr. Mack- 
intoih for the parlour," was the 
decifion. 

The following circumftance, 
feems a proper addition to the 
prefent article ; I underftand it to 
be founded on fad:. A meeting 
was held at Warminfter to fuppreS 
the feditious publications, inter 
alia, it was propoied to burn an 
eiiigy of Tom Fain£ \ but to this. 



many refpedable farmers objected, 
as they had dealt with him for oiany 
vears, and found him to be an 
honell man. The only Tom Pacne 
of whom they had ever heard, 
was ToM Paine, the butcher of 
Warminfter. 

'^ My neighbours,'* faid a mem* 
ber for a borough in the Weft of 
England, on hearing the ftory, 
*' my neighbours do not read fo 
much as their fellow fubje6ts, and 
are therefore more loyal." 

PEERAGE, an inftance on 
record of its being refuied, 
however incredible it may aj^xar 
to thofe worthy commoners and 
their ladies, who long to decorate 
their coaches and fedans, with the 
fading fplendors of a coronet. 

In the beginning of the reign of 
King George the Firft, an article 
appeared in the London Gazette, 
fpecifying that Miles Wharton, 
Efq. was created a Baron, by the 
^y\c and title '^f Lord Wharton. 
Fr<xn a confciouinefs of the fupe- 
rioruy of perfonal worth, from 
habits of retirement, or other 
motives, not handed down, this 
dazzling-; object of ardent define to 
fo many, was in tht? prefent in- 
ftancf, refi.'jd, or not accept^d^ 
and in the next week's gazette, the 
following advertifement was in- 
lerted. 

** His majefty having gracioufly 
defigned to confer the honor of 
the Peerage on Mr. Wharton; 
that gentleman is duly fenfible of 
his fove reign's goodnefs and f»vor, 
but humbly begs leave to liecline 
the high honour intended him." 

The bed-chamber lords, gentle*, 
men uftiefs, pages, and knight 
harbingers, ihrugged up their pliant 
flioulders, at this reverial of a royal 
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ftit, and independent of loiing 
their fees, confidered it as contempt 
of court. Yet the very circum- 
ftanccs of tlic tranfa£tion I relate, 
prove, that the king or minift^r 
had chofen a proper perfon for the 
exalted and important rank of a 
peer of the realm ; I cannot but 
confider him as the fitted roan for 
an elevated flation, who from the 
nature perhaps of the fer vices ex- 
pelled, has the fpirit, the inde- 
pendence, or the modefty to de- 
cline it ; " praefiilgebant Brutus et 
Caffius, eo quod eorum imagines 
non videbantur." 

Thofe induftrious levee huntei-s, 
thofe afiiduous attendants at the 
drawing room, and bed cham- 
ber, fo often fuccefsful in court 
intrigue, are frequently, and indeed 
generally from frivolous and difli- 
pated manners, the leaft qualified 
of all men on earth, for the pods 
or employments they folicit ; while 
the unhappy individual, formed 
by nature and education, for a due 
performance of any duties he may 
undertake, but untaught to cringe, 
to flatter, and betray, is per idling 
by inches in fome fubaltern fitua- 
tion, or worn down with fedentary 
drudgery ; the miferable fubftitute 
of a fuperficial principal, who is 
lioting on national wealth. 

At a certain period of the difaf- 
trous American war, when our 
political horizon was black and 
cloudy on every fide, who would 
have believed, that we were to be 
indebted for extrication from im- 
pending ruin, to a naval veteran, 
fining at the moment, in penurious 
^fcurity, at Paris ? and as I am 
told on good authority, a6tually 
obliged to a French nobleman, for 
enabling him| by a pecuniary pre- 



fent, to return to England. I am 
convinced, that the feelings of my 
generous countrymen muft have 
been warmly agitated by fuch a 
prophetic declaration ! How great 
then would have been the general 
emotion, on hearing, that the con- 
queror of De Grafle, and the faver 
of our Wefl India iflands, was 
fuperfeded at the very moment he 
was deflroying the French fleet, 
and recalled almofl at the moment 
of a brilliant and decifive vic- 
tory. 

But for the fortunate application 
of the firft Mr. Pitt, when fecretaiy 
of flate to Lord Northington, the 
chancellor ; the patriotic oppofer of 
general warrants, the venerable 
and indefatigable fupporter of Mr, 
Fox's jury bill, in the Houfe of 
Lords, the excellent Lord Cam- 
den might have lived and died up 
three pair of flairs in the Temple. 
" Can you procure for me a young 
man of found knowledge in the 
law, of not very extenfive pradice, 
and I will make his occa/ional at- 
tendance at the office, worth his 
while, faid Lord Chatham, nvit^ 
an addition^ nxjortby the notice of bis 
fm ; for I want a perfon of legal 
knowledge about me, that we may 

ACT CONSTITUTrt)NALLY." 

Mr. Pratt was recommended, and 
a friendfhip commenced, which 
conducted him to the highefl ho- 
nours of the fhite, and flill con- 
tinues, with unabated affection, 
between their defcendants. 

PERFECTION, and Corrcft 
Conduct. Men too apt to ex- 
pert it in females, while they in- 
dulge themfelves in unbridled and 
abominable licentioufnefs.— See the 
latter part of the article, Widow 
of Ephefus. 
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PITT, WILLIAM, fecond fon 
of the Earl of Chatham, firft 
commiffioner of the treafury, and 
chancellor of the exchequer, who 
ftudied, and I believe for a fliort 
time pradtifed as a barri(ler at law ; 
but it was not his htc to lofe him- 
ielf in the intricacies of ntodern 
jurifprudcnce, and retail his opi- 
nions for gold; a more fplendid, 
and to the public, a more benefi- 
cial fituation was referved for him. 

At a period of life, when moft 
of us abforbed in dilRpation, folly, 
pharo, and fenfuality, are fowing 
with profufion, the feeds of re- 
pentance and remorfe, which 
gradually fpringing up, embitter 
our future days; with a ftoicifm and 
application, which it iseafier to de- 
ride, than imitate, he vigordufly 
applied the whole powers of his 
mind to public bufineis, and pri- 
vate improvement. With the 
youthful down flill on his cheek, 
he plunged into the tumultuous fea 
of politics ; fetting equally at defi- 
ance, compromife, or competition, 
he prudently (leered amidfl the 
quickfands of party, weathered the 
iiormy billows of oppofition, and 
finally gained the wifhed-for port, 
where he reigns fupreme, the fa- 
vorite of his lovereign, the arbiter 
of his afTociates, and with a few 
exceptions, the idol of the people. 

When we behold a young man 
thus occupying a poft, which ca- 
binet veterans, and hoary politi- 
cians have pafled a long life, in 
qualifying themfelves for, or in 
vainly attempting to attain; we 
are naturally induced to enquire 
by what fuperior merits, fuch 
fuperipr, fuch uncommon objcfts 
have been attained. 

Vol. II. 



At a certain peiiod of his reign, 
the fttuation of our (bvereign, as 
to his confidential fervants, was 
confeiTedly hopelefs. He had ex- 
perienced mortifications, various 
and fevere; Lord North, confi- 
dering the cxillence of a minifter, 
as incompatible with the difappro- 
bation of Parliament, had retired 
without a figh : the Rockingham 
party, with all the merit of good in- 
tention, difTolved in its own weak- 
nefs; Lord Shelburne was unpopu- 
lar; the Duke of Grafton had felt, by 
woeful experience, that his only 
fafety was in flight ; and Mr. Fox 
had given perfonal offence, by 
defining the regal power, in terms 
too coarfe for the fehfitive texture 
of a royal ear, an offence which I 
underftaAd is never to be forgiven. 

Surrounded by miniflers whofe 
principles or condu6t he did not 
approve, our gracious king anxi- 
oufly looked around him for an 
Atlas equal to the burthen of mi- 
niflerial refponfibility; and a young 
man prefented himfelf, in the prime 
of life, of popular name, correct 
condud, and morals like his own^ 
undebauched, but, like his own, 
fufiiciently pliable for political ma- 
noeuvre and cabinet intrigue. The 
affairs of the Eafl India company 
having been long and defperately 
deranged, decifive meafures were 
loudly called for, to remedy, by 
Itriking at the root of the evil. 

To prevent peculation, to intro- 
duce accuracy, order, and rigid 
fupervifion, the bill of Mr. Fox 
was produced ; but an incautious 
diflribution of patronage, firil ex- 
citing difcontent in a certain cabal 
behind the curtain, an invafiou 
of chartered rights was conjured 
M upj 
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up ; the royal *opinibn on a bill 
under parliamentary difcuffion, was 
diligently and indecently propaga- 
ted ; the weak were alarmed, the 
ill-defigning fet in motion. Lord 
Temple laid the train, the watch- 
word was given, and Pitt and the 
conftitution fpread like wild-fire 
through the nation. 

To furvey minutely the political 
fervices of this minifter of the 
crown, is not confiftent with ray 
plan, it will be fufficient to obferve, 
that a perfonal diflike of his pre- 
deceflbrs, rather than any eminent 
capacity, or extraordinary talents 
orchis own, were the prominent 
and immediate caufes of his early 
and rapid advancement. A con- 
currence of events, had deprived 
his majefty*s fervants of their maf- 
ter-s confidence and fupport, and 
the rays of royal favor, colle^ed 
in a flrong focus, were happily 
centered in Mr. Pitt. Thefe ad- 
vantages he has improved, by what 
I confider his leading charaderiilic 
qualities; qualities diametrically 
oppofite, and feldom united in the 
fame perfon; immoveable firmnefs, 
and accommodating prudent pli- 
ancy. The firft fiirniflied him 
with fteadinefs and refolution to 
keep his fcAt at the treafury, againft 
the fenfe of a majority of the 
Houfe of Commons, which every 
other minifler had been taught to 
trenjible at, and ihrink from; it 
alfo fupported him firm and un- 
fhaken againft a hoft of enemies, 
amidft the declamatory violence of 
the debates on the regency. In 
circumftances for which parlia- 
mentary records could fcarce find 
a precedent, he was not to be fub- 
dued by popular clamour, he was 
unawed by the frowns of princes 1 



His accommodating pliancy, his 
yielding to and accepting advice 
and ailiflance from any quarter has 
been exemplified in every meafure 
of his adminiftration ; by his Iriih 
propofitions, his tobacco ad, and 
his dercliftion of the Difienters, 
who once fo zealoufly fupported 
him ; by his evafion of a parlia- 
mentary reform, and his fingular 
conduct in the flavc trade, when 
every driveller knows that in the 
prefent flate of things, a prime 
minifter mav carry any decent 
meafure, if he really and ferioufiy 
wiflies it ; I wifli to fpeak of fiifts, 
equally avoiding invedive and pa- 
negyric. 

Mr. Pitt appears to advantage, 
as a diligent improver of the plans 
of others, rather than an original 
difcoverer of means himfel^ a 
* man of expedients, a ufeful, but 
not a great minifter; and better 
calculated for a country finking 
under accumulating burthens, than 
a more fplendid, or a more enter- 
prizing one. 

« Mr. Pitt," (fiiys the author of 
a declamatory invc^ve) ** has the 
addrefs beyond any minifter I ever 
knew, of difguifing all his hateful 
meafures, in an alluring, popular 
mafk. Few men ever po^fied in 
a greater degree,.the glitter of tinfel, 
the gewgaw gbre of foil fo attrac- 
tive to women and children. 

"Though the path," fays the 
fame author, who addreftbd the 
Premier, during the regency de- 
bates, when he was hourly expedked 
to rdign, "though the path to 
greatnds and glory is barreci againfl 
you, as a fbtefman, nature and 
education have eminently qualified 
you for the bar The court of 
King's bench, where your friend 

pre. 
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(Mfides, opevis its friendly doors, 
and you may iink with fefety into 
A reipe&able barrifler; with your 
brier, your tie-v(rig« and the fourth 
part of a liackney coachi you will 
be valued by folicitors and attor* 
jiies; by pompous didion, ftu- 
died phrafeology, and nicely felefted 
words, -you may footh the flurhbers 
of a puifne judge^ and miiiead a 
petty jury." Bat the prophetic 
tpint of this writer failed, the 
king happily recovered, and our 
young Palinurus fliil grafps with 
tenacious hand, the reins of ad- 
miniilration. 

Much has been faid on the ex- 
ttfufion of the excife, his favorite 
mode 6f fecuring the revenue, 
which Sir Robert Walpole, by 
popular clamour, was obliged to 
abandon ; and few miniftersin this 
country have been bold enough a^ 
gain^to refume. It ought in juftice 
to be obfei*ved, that the alarming 
ihte of our public debt, (mofl of 
which was incurred before the pre- 
fent fervants of the crown came into 

» office) rendered a ftri6t attention to 
improving the annual receipt abfo- 
lutely neceflary ; and I believe it is 
generally underilood, that on 
many articles, no tax can, in any 
tolerable degree, be rendered pro- 
duftive, without the odious and 
unpopular interpolition of the 
excife. It is aflu redly a ferious 
evil, a perplexing domeftic grie- 
vance; but I fear it is a neceflary 
confequence of national incum- 
brances, which puzzle the arith- 
metician to fpccify, and which no 
thinking rnan can contemplate 
without a ligh. . 

It cannot but excite our juft re- 

.fentment, when we obferve the 
malignant and cruel i^duftry with 



which the opinion! of Mr. Pitt on 
parliamentary reprefentation, have 
been feleded afid prefented to pub- 
lic view ; opinions evidently form- 
ed at a feafoil of his life, which 
had afforded no opportunity for 
trying them by the touchftone of 
age and experience. At that pe- 
riod, the keen ardor of huntmg 
for popularity prevented his attend- 
ing to a more ufeful fpecies of po- 
litical wifdom, in which, to d6 
him judice, he has not of late 
years been deficient. 

« The life, the liberty, , the 
property of every one," faid 
our miflaken minifter, if we may 
credit the report of his adverfaries, 
" are, or may be afFe6led, by the 
law of the land in which he lives, 
and the right of electing the per- 
fon who is to make t'hofe laws, is 
in every commoner of the realm, 
except infants, lunatics, and cri- 
minals. It is alfo a fa^, that in 
many places, the members are ac- 
tually returned at the pleafure of 
one man ; and that the number pf 
voters in this kingdom doth not 
amount to a fixth part of the whole, 
who are thus deprived of their 
right, and governed by laws to 
which they have not given their 
confent." * 

Thefe traducers, who, by their 
ilUtimed and vexatious republica- 
tions, interrupt Mr. Pitt in his 
continental alliances, and his pro- 
fitable loans ; thefe traducers for- 
get, that, in anfwer to their ftate* 
ment of the queflion, it has been 
proved, that a univerfal fuflfragc 
would render our form of governi- 
ment dangerouily democratic, and 
would throw too preponderating a 
weight into a fcale already gravi- 
tating, in an imdue degree, on the 
M 3f popula^ 
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papular fide. It has beea added, 
that, according to the fpirit and 
letter of the Englifh conilitution, 
the privilege of voting for county 
members naturally follows landed 
property ; and that he who is in- 
vcfted with a freehold in the foil, 
is moft likely, having, bona fide^ 
% countiy to lofe, to be a faithful 
and good fubjedt. 

Without afluming the ability of 
deciding on a point, which has 
cxercifed the ingenuity of modern 
times, and on which fo much may 
be faid ; I cannot help remarking, 
as a literary curiofity, the follow- 
ing courteous letter from the Lord 
Warden of the Cinque Ports, to 
John Terence Froft, at that time 
his confidential friend and corref- 
pondent ; but, during a late period 
of alarm and univerfal terror, the 
fubjedt of a proclamation in the 
Gazette, and a profecution for fe- 
ditious words. To thofe who, after 
reading the letter, may view with 
furprize fuch revolutions in friend- 
iliip, principles, and meafures; it 
may be necefTary to premife, that 
the attorney ^had, at that time, 
evinced no fymptoms of incivifm, 
and that he wajs the trufly agent of 
Lord Hood, during the immacu- 
late tranfa£tions of the Weilmin- 
fter ele6tion. 
Dear Sir, 

I beg you will aflure the gen- 
tlemen of the committee for pro- 
fecuting a reform in parliament, 
that my efforts Ihall never be want- 
ing to fupport a meafure, which I 
conceive to be efTcntial to the in- 
dependence of parliament, and the 
liberties of the people. 
I am, &c. 

William Pitt. 

Thus, reform, in the hands of 



our young Magician, becomes a 
fecond Aaron's rod, a harmlef? in- 
animate flafF, or a flinging, hiHing 
ferpent, with which he keeps in 
awe the idolatrous Ifraelites of St. 
James's and St. Stephen's; and, as 
I am told, but can fcarcely believe, 
fonietimes their mailer. 

On the fubjeft of the prefent 
war, I have prcfumed, on feveral 
occafions, to give my opinion, that 
it might have been prevented by 
previous negociation and cool dif- 
guffion; perhaps I am miftaken ; 
but once engaged in it, I confefs I 
fee neither wifdom or policy in 
repeatedly declaring to a powerful 
enemy, that we are exhaufled, and 
unable to continue the conteft ; I 
cannot reconcile fuch conduft in 
certain opponents of Mr. Pitt, 
however I may otherwife value 
them, with their experience as 
ftatefmen, or their feelings as 
Englifhmen. 

PLAYHOUSE, the profeft di- 
yerfion of the age, which 
flourifties, with renovated vigor 
and luxurious elegance, in defiance 
of timid, fliort-fighted moralifis, 
and the more furious attacks of 
the puritan and methodift. Jn the 
ardor of miftaken, but well-mean- 
ing zeal, thefe declaimers forget, 
that a love of pleafure is a natural, 
and, if moderately and legitimately 
indulged, a rational principle, im- 
planted, for wife purpofes, in the 
breafts of us all. 

That it is unlawful to laugh, 
and criminal to pretend to be hap- 
py, -an impious idea, which def- 
cribesthe Almighty and benevolent 
Difpofer of the univerfe as a ty- 
rant, and man as the vi<5lim of a 
fevere anticipating deftiny, could 
only have entered an imagination 
clouded 
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clouded by calvinifllc defpair, and 
impervious to the foft rays of hope 
and mercy. But, fuppofing that 
the doors of our theatres could be 
clofed, I fear that the divine and 
thephilanthropift would have gain-* 
ed an inglorious and inefFe<£tual 
victory, by driving the promifcu- 
ous multitude of a crouded metro- 
polis to the (lies of fenfuality and 
drunkennefsy or the recefles of 
fecret fin. 

Yet the merit of Joel Collier, 
and thofe who followed him, fhould 
not be forgotten ; they attacked 
and drove from the fiage thofe 
impious railleries and pbfcene allu- 
iions, injurious to correft amufe- 
ment, and difgraceful to national 
tafle, which tainted the dramas of 
the day, and too often fully the 
witty pages of Wycherly, Con- 
greve, Farquhar, and Vanburgh. 

It would be eafy, in the pi^fent 
inflance, as hath been repeatedly ob- 
ferved in other parts or this collec- 
tion, it would be eafy from the abufe 
to argue againft the temperate ufe 
of an innocent, and, properly corj- 
du6led, a moral amufement ; for 
does it at all follow from reafon, or 
the nature of things, but rather 
from a negligent and corrupted 
police, that the avenues of our 
theatres muft, ^ on every fide, be 
furrounded by the noifome and 
polluted dens of proftitution, in- 
famy, and fraud ? where women 
and wine are employed, by well- 
known defperadoes and their emif- 
faries, as decoys to the gaming ta- 
ble, whilft plunder and fuicide 
clofe the difmal fcene. 

The fame argument might, with 
iimilar propriety, be alledged 
againft Kings, becaufe St. James's 
f alace, the reiidence of a prince 



exemplary for purity of manners 
and decorous conduft^ is almofl 
elbowed by gamblers, pickpocket* 
and impures ; that if fire from 
heaven, as in the days of the pa- 
triarchs, iliiould defccnd and def- 
troy every houfe of infamy in the 
royal purlieus, our gracious mo- 
narch would almoft have a deiart 
around him. 

But it was not to criticife on 
the drama, or moralife on its 
abufes, that the prefent article was 
introduced ; — the public expecta- 
tion has been ftrongly raifed, and 
amply gratified, by the gorgeous 
decorations and bulky magnificence 
of our new-built theatres, which, 
leaving regal fplendor and ecclefi- 
aftic grandeur at an humble dif- 
tance, rival or outftrip the vaft 
dimenfions and graceful propor- 
tions of ancient art. 

The Coup d'CEil is certainly 
ftriking, but, after the ftare of 
wonder and the exclamations of 
panegyric are fatiared and cxhauft- 
ed, when the critic and dramatic 
amateur are feated in the brilliant 
magic circle, to enjoy that for 
which moft rational men vifit a 
theatie, they will find, with regret, 
that comfort, and the pleafure of 
diftinftly hearing what is faid on 
the ftage, have been wholly facri- 
ficed to architectural grandeur and 
vaftnefs of fpace ; a fpace, which 
the woeful experience of paft fea- 
fons has feelingly told the mana- 
gers, is never, but on the rare oc- 
cafion of fome peculiar temporary 
ftimulus, adequately occupied ; 

Proud to catch cold at a Venetian 
door, 
has repeatedly prefented itfelf to 
the imagination as well as feelings 
of many a (hivcring fpc«Stator. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan might have been 
taught^ without paying fo dearly 
for his knowledge, and without 
exhibiting the degrading fpedlacle 
of a half finifhed building (that 
unerring (ymptom of an empty 
trcafury) he might have been 
taught, that there is a degree of 
fpace, accurately determined by 
reafon and experience, beyond 
which the human voice, however 
artificially aflifted, or violently 
ftrained, cannot with efficacy reach. 
For how much foever the rapture 
of an immcnfe receipt may feize 
the imagination, or tempt the ava- 
rice of a manager, he ought never 
to iofe fight of the prior claims of 
the public, to comfoit and amufe- 
ment ; or he will, as in the prefent 
cafe, be often obliged to exhibit 
his gilded lattices, his ftuccoes, his 
pilafters, his proceflions, his caval- 
cades, his laughing tragedies and 
crying comedies, to empty benches; 
whilft the few who are fo unlucky 
as to be entrapped by the gaudy 
puppet-fhew, will fuffer milchiets 
not eafily remedied, from damp 
fpace unoccupied, and from freez- 
ing currents of* air ; and all they 
have in return, is a view of appa- 
rently dumb a6tors, whom they 
may like to fee, but, with the ex- 
ception of the fidlers, cannot 
poflibly hear. 

The public would have been to 
the full as well amufed, and much 
better fatisfied, had the theatres 

})repared for their reception been 
efs gawdy and lefs flupendous, 
without levying additional contri- 
butions on their pockets ; contri- 
butions which, in the prefent rage 
for fumptuous exhibition, they 
would have paid with lefs regret, 
had not the pJcafurc derived from 



the drama, and the comfort of 
bearing a good play, been propor- 
tionately diminiflied, if not almofi 
wholly deftroyed. 

POET LAUREAT, a title firft 
invented by the Casfars of 
Germany, perpetuated by cuftom 
or by vanity in the Englifti court, 
and conferred at different times on 
the various and unequal merits of 
a Gower, a Skelton, a Dry den, s 
Cibber, and a Warton. From 
Auguftus to George the Third, the 
Mufe has too often been flattering 
and venal, " but it will be difficult 
to produce in any age or country, 
a fimilar eftablifiiment of a ftipen- 
diary poet, who is bound to fur- 
nifh twice a year, a meafure of 
praife and verfe, fuch as may be 
fung in the prcfence of the fove- 
reiG;n and his court." 

The Delphic laurel, in the my-' 
thoWgy of the Greeks confecrated 
to Apollo, and celebrated by the 
enthufiaftic imagination of poets, 
and the garland of oak-leaves dif- 
tributed to victors in the Roman 
Capitoline games, probably firft 
fuggefted fuch a literary diftinc- 
tion, which with its various cere- 
monies, was continued to the reign 
of Theodofius, who abolifhed it, 
as a remnai^ of Pagan fuperfti- 
tion. 

After ages of defolation and 
barbarifm, when few could write, 
and fe>v enjoy the pleafures of good 
writing, this title, after due exa- 
mination, was renewed with con- 
fiderable fplendor, in the tender 
and accomplilhcd Petrarch, whofe 
name, though his works have been 
configned to oblivion, by- certain 
modern critics, has a ftrong and 
juft claim to gratitude and praife, 
for reviving by precept, as well as 
example, 
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example, the fpirit and fludies of 
the Auguilan age. 

Various and violent difputes have- 
arifen on the fubjed of Laura ; by 
Come commentators, her exiftence 
has been denied, and by others, as^ 
llrongly fupported; whether (he 
was or was not married, has alfo 
afforded ample matter for difcuilion. 
The Abb^ de Sade, who glories in 
being her dcfcendant, calls her the 
mother of eleven children, naming 
prccifely the date of her birth, 
her marriage, her death, and the 
oanje of her hufband, Hugues de 
Sade, a citizen of Avignon. 

The identical objeS of a poet's 
Jove, ibmetimes exiting only in his 
own heated imagination, and fome- 
times real fleih and blood, after fo 
long an interval, cannot be eafily 
afceitained. A laughable ftory 
has been circulated at the expence 
of Mr. Merry, on the faith of the 
author of the Baviad, who fays, 
that the attention of this gentle- 
man was caught by reading fome 
pretty lines in a newfpaper, to 
which a fonorous outlandifh name 
was affixed, and that in the fervour 
of his imagination, he the next day ^ 
addrefled, in a fonnet, the author 
of the verfes, whom he fuppofcd 
a female, in the warm raptures of ' 
poetic love; but it unfortunately 
was difcovered a few days after, 
that the writer was of the mafcu- 
line gender, and if I miflake not, 
an African negro. 

In the conteft concerning Laura, 
as in many others, zeal and partia- 
lity too often fupply the plaice of 
evidence and argument : both fides 
may be right in thek aflertions, 
concerning the perfon tiny cmjider 
as Petrarch's love, but ^may be 
wrong, whea their afTcrtion^ are 



applied to the real obje^ of their 
hero's attachment. I confefs I fee 
no fort of difgrace attached to the 
poet or his mii^refs,, from the mere 
circumflance of her being married, 
which the admirers of Petrarch, 
think it their duty fo elaborately 
to refute, and fo ftrenuoufly to 
deny. 

I believe few men have pafled 
through life without admiring, and 
fometimes celebrating female beau-, 
ty and excellence, although pos« 
fefTed by another : but it muft be 
extreme ignorance, or extreme 
malice only, that would convert 
every inftance of liich involuntary 
homage to feminine worth, into 
illicit intercourfc. In fuch cafes, 
the dangers of time, opportunity, 
and importunity, cannot be too 
often, or too firongly inculcated. 
But daily inflances occur, in which, 
from the united force of friendfhip, 
interefl, and religion, the nuptial 
vow has never been ftained, even 
by what a late writer, irreverently 
calls, the innocent adultery of the 
eye. 

' The diflin^tionof PoetLaureat, 
which Petrarch deferved and en- 
joyed, was conferred on Philelphus 
a fatirical generous, but diftreflfed 
poet of the fifteenth century, whofe 
'Decades and profe epiftles are not 
without entertaining anecdotes of 
his times ; on TafTo who took re- 
fuge from calamity under the pa- 
tronage of Cardinal Aldobrandini ; 
on Querno the buffoon of Leo the 
tenth, and on ^neas Sylvius Pic- 
colomini, afterwards Pope Pius the 
third, who on being prefented with 
a panegyric in verfe by a poet who 
expected pecuniary recopiipence, 
gave him the following im- 
promptu. 

Pro- 
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Pro numeris numeros vobis Spe- 
rate Poetae, 

Mutare eft animus carxnina, non 
emere. 
To which the writer with fpirit, 
perhaps with juftice, replied : 

Si tibi pro numeris numeros for- 
tuna dediflet 

Non eifet capiti tanta corona 
tuo. 

To my fair readers who may 
feel the inconvenience of a dead 
language, it may be necelfary to 
explain that the Pope in his two 
lines, exprefTed his determination 
to. give vcrfe for vei*fe, that he 
would barter but not buy poetry : 
to this the difappointed expectant 
replied, that if his Holinefs had 
never met with any other return, 
for the labours of his pen, the triple 
crown would never have encircled 
his head. 

POPE, ALEXANDER, the 
moft correct and harmonious 
of Englifh poets, evidently, and, in 
the firft inftance, from his own 
confeflion, affifted by the rich me- 
lody of Dryden, and the ftrong 
imagination of Milton. 

On a writer who has exhaufted 
the copioufnefs of RufFhead, the 
verfatile refinement of Dr. War- 
ton, the candid, well-informed 
criticifm of Spence, and the acute 
precifion of Dr. Johnfon, little re- 
mains to be faid ; yet I cannot help 
acknowledging the pleafant and 
fcientific manner in which the fe- 
cond writer after a paufe of twen- 
ty years, has gradually undermined 
the untenable aflertions contained 
in his firft volume, concerning the 
genius and writings of the fubje6t 
of this article. I only wilh that 
Dr. Wartoii, and other men of 
jcnitts like bim, and his late bro- 



ther, would often advance fome 
ingenious paradox, for theexercifc 
or the amufement of literary cir- 
cles, and that the public might oc- 
cafionally be gratified and im- 
proved, by fu<ih elaborate, and ju- 
dicious recantations. 

" Pope," fays one of his bitter 
periodic enemies (fpeaking of He- 
loife) and ingenioufly if not fuc- 
cefsfully anfwered by Mifs Seward, 
** Pope has taken much pains to 
make a penitent Nun, fpeak the 
language of a proftitute." The 
affertion of tl^iis gaUant champion, 
for the fair but frail reclufe, is not 
without foundation, nor can fuch 
conduct be excufed, by the fervid 
imagination of a poet, or the 
tempting opportimity fuch lingular 
adventures afforded, to the creative 
mind of a man of genius, for 
glowing defcription, paffionate lan- 
guage, pi6hirefque imagery, and 
pathetic exclamation. For who 
can' read the inimitable epiftle of 
Heloife to Abelard, without expe- 
riencing the alternate impulfe of 
defire, pity, or rage, and laftly, the 
freezing languor of irrecoverable 
defpair. 

^ Yet, in ftriftneis of fa6t, the 
]>oem is erroneous, for the unfor- 
tunate Heloife was not fo wholly, 
fo decidedly loft to the importance 
of fair fame, and the world's good 
opinion, as to decline marriage en 
her mxm account y or on the licenti- 
ous principles of our poet ; who 
I believe w ould have been an ar- 
rant rake, but for the mortifying 
impediments of a diftorted form, 
and a tender conftitution. " Nup- 
tiae non conveniunt cum philofo- 
pho." Wedlock and its cares are 
unfuitable to the life and habits of 
a man of learning, are the words 

of 
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of this accompllfhed woman, who 
was converfant in fevcral lan- 
guages, as well as millrefs of that 
which is the mod intelligible, and 
isoft forcible of all others, the lan- 
guage of the heart. 

She coniidered, (he fenfibly con* 
fidcrcd marriage as inconiident 
with the purfuits of her lover, who 
was ambitious of literary fame, 
and fired with the keen ardour of 

Solemic controvei*fy, the fa(hiona- 
le fchoiaflic learning of his day, 
the entities and quiddities of the 
irrefi-agabie Doftor, Duns Scotus, 
&c. Of thefe curious lucubrations 
of Abelard, evidently the produc- 
tions of an acute, but mifguided 
mind, a thick volume is extant, a 
fpecies of reading, not very ac- 
ceptable to readers of the prefent 
times. 

This ftatement, ilri^ly confident 
with hiftoric truth, but widely 
different from the fenfual and vo- 
luptuous motives, fo feducingly 
diiplayed in Pope's epiflle, furely 
places Heloife m a mod amiable 
and endearing point of view. 
' I fnay probably be thought over- 
fcnipulous, and unrcafonably fe- 
vere, in wifliing to remove the 
inter eding and pleafing vo'umes of 
this author, from his ufual dit If 
in xht library. I may provoke the 
cenfure fo often pronounced agatnd 
the prefent age, that the farther 
advances we make in debauchery 
and excefs, the more fcrupulous 
and fadidioufly nice we become 
in our tade and apprehenfions ; 
that before a life ot abandoned 
infamy, we draw a thin and fiimfy 
curtain of prepoderous aff(s£^ation, 
and fare* hardened by the bronze 
of guilt, we plader and dawb 
Voi. II. 



oTcr with arttfictal bluAcs, the 
ineffectual femblance of innocence 
and feniibility. *' A rank hypo* 
crite upon record," (fays a fate 
writer) *• a profligate, well known 
in every dew, and poded in the 
fpurious chronicles uf every parifh 
in which he has redded, (hall rouze 
the indignation of an audience, for 
a minute violation of public de- 
cency, or the mod didant warm 
aliufion in a play or in converih- 
tion, and (hall condemn a book to 
obloquv and reproach, for the 
flighted deviation from dri6l de- 
corum, while the prude and demi- 
rep, who join in chorus with their 
hero, abafe, yet enjoy the forbidden 
fruit." 

Yet I cannot but think the pas- 
fages^ to whofe avowed licentious- 
ncfs of fentiment and irritating 
voluptuoufnefs I have jud alJud- 
ed, as highly injurious to the man- 
ners of a rifing generation, and 
incompatible with that unfullied 
purity, fo dcfirable in female 
minds, and fo very efTential to the 
welfare of families. I once heard 
a modern Lorenzo, who is men- 
tioned at the 54.th page of the fird 
volume of this work, a gay accom- 
plifhcd villain, who had killed hit 
man, and debauched many wo- 
men ; I once heaid him triumph- 
antly declare, that it was. his con. 
dant and regular f>dem, in the 
profecution of "his amorous in- 
trigues, to lay certain profligate, 
but well-written memoii-s, as it 
wei^ accidentally in the way ; after 
they had produced their natural 
eflfefts, he followed them up, by 
reading with due emphafis, fignifi- 
cant gedurc, and explanatory com- 
ment, this lufcious^ poem, to his 

N infatuated 
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in&tuated victims* aad he d^clartd 
(inlHgated I hope rather bv inii- 
quitous vanity, than truth) that be 
fitver failed of fuccefs. 

Pope has been lately accufed of 
Sealing largely, and without ac* 
knowledgment, from Theocritus 
imd from Milton, who probably 
had been marauding before hin>: 
I can only apply on this occafion, 
what Charles the Second (with 
his ufual nonfeniical .fifhy oath) 
&id of Dryden, on a fimilar ac- 
jcufation, *' I wifli our prefent poets 
<< would commit fuch agreeable 
« thefts." 

POOR LAWS. A particular de- 
feat in this complex fyftem, 
relating to the arbitrary removal 
of paupers from parifhes, in which 
they have not gained a legal fettle- 
snent, has been lately the fubjeft 
Qf important falutary regulation. 

At a time when fo much has 
been faid of grievance, and .fo lit- 
tle done to remove it, I think it 
but juflice, to a fenfible and public 
foirited member of parliament, 
(Mr. Eaft) to mention, with ap- 
probation, his bill for modifying, 
and, in fome degree, repealing cer- 
tain parts of a flatute, ungubr for 
adternate and inconfiflent traits of 
philanthropy, ' and hardnefs of 
fieart. By the claufes lately re- 
pealed^ a poor labourer, or an in- 
duftrious mechanic, was expofed 
to the hardfhip of being ignomini- 
oufly hurried, by the fuggeftions 
of felfiftinefs, or malignity, from a 
fpot, to which he was attached, by 
long aflbciatioA, and in which he 
was enabled to provide comforta- 
bly for his family. • The remedy 
for fuch evils, as « hath been before 
obfervedy ** is to fuffer every man 



to exert his own labour and iog> 
nuity, which are, in fs£t^ the only 
real property, in whatever timvacr 
or place be thinks proper.*' 

The following is part of Mr. 
Crabbe's poem, written in oppofi- 
tion to certain Utopian defcriptions 
of primitive innocence, and per* 
fe€t rural felicity; his fporting 
Curate, ^nd the vifit of the parsih 
apothecary to a workhoufe, 
though well drawn portraits, are, 
I hope, exaggerated, and notiketch* 
ed from the life. 

Speaking of the parilh Poor 
Houfe, ** Here," fays the poet, 

■ Laws for ruin'd age 

provide. 
And ilrong compulfion plucks 

the fcrap from pride. 
Here, on a matted flock with 

duft o'erfpread. 
The droopmg wretch feclmcs 

his languid head; 
For him no hand the cordial cup 

applies. 
Nor wipes the tear that Magnates 

in his eyes. 
Anon a figure enters,, quaintly 

neat. 
All pride and bufinefs, bufile 

and conceit. 
With fpeed that ent'ring, fpeaks 

his haile to go ; 

He bids the gazing throng 
around him fly. 

And carries fate and phyfic iii 
his eye; 

In hafte he feeks the bed where 
mis'ry lies. 

Impatience mark'd in his averted 
eyes. 

And fome habitual queries hur- 
ried o'er, 

Without 
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- Without reply h« niihes to die 

door ; - . 

His wsrfled patient, no^ too 

weak to crave 
Afihlaace, mutefy finks into the 

grare. 
The Curate is thus fatkicallf do- 
Ibfibed: 
A jovkA yomflH who cbttiks hia 

Sunday's taik, 
At m«ch as God or man cats 

fttiriy a(k. 

- None better ikiWdf the noify 

puck to guide, 
To urge their chace, to cheer 

theddyOrtochide; 
Sure in his ibot, his bh-d hci 

mdom Q»ifl, 
And rarely fait'd to win hts- 

gameatwhiflr. 
'£^ he arrives, the 'bitter fceiw 

is o'er, 
The man, of maay forrows, 

fighs no more ; 
Tile happy dead remains frotn 

trouble free. 
And the glad parifh, pays the 

fnogal fee. 
In ianfwer to Mr. Crabbe, it 
may be faid, and indeed has been 
obferved by Pope, though he for- 
gets to mention that an ancient 
had faid it before him ; that the 
bufinefs of a writer of paftoral, is 
to fe!e£t with judgment, the moft 
agreeable and plcafant circum- 
frances of a rural life, and to paint 
fhem in fimple, but attractive co- 
lours. Were an author to deter- 
mine to reprefent in his paflorai 
the real iUte of niflic manners 
and iituations, and with truth and 
ht& for his guides, minutely to de- 
fer! be the drudgery, oppnsffion, 
and poverty, the low pleafures and 
multiplied pains, tnc laborious 
youth and negle£brd age of the 



phmgfa-man, the milk-maid, the? 
cotts^r, the little firmer, and the 
pes&nt, his work would in tffe&: 
he a fatire of the feverefi kind } 
this taik has been undertaken, and 
executed with fptrit, in the poem' 
from which I have made an ex<« 
trad; 

To conclude, it £all8to tfae'^loe 
of few country curates, to play* 
their rubber at whifl, keep a geld* 
in^, or ^(Tociate with the 'iquire f 
it IS the happinefs of few to enjoy 
or deferve, like Mr. Crabbe, tibd 
fmiles of the great f thie majoritjr 
of thefe unhappy men pafi then?* 
lives in penury, oblivion, and coii« 
tempt; they toil and fburve oa 
forty pounds » year, while their 
principals, who have the troobte 
of conning down twice a year tOL 
neceive their money, are either 
feeding luxurioufly at the chaplai»'9 
table at St. James's, or fhimbering 
in prebendal flails. 

POST, FREDERIC CHRIS- 
TIAN, a weii difpofcd reti^ 
gious enthufiafl, who by inter« 
marrying with their females, aai 
by attentively fludying the cus- 
toms and habits of Indians, and hy 
perfonai integrity, exercifed in tfaie 
years 1758 and 1759^ a power^ 
influence over the warlike tribes of 
Delawar.and Ohio; nations, who 
though untutored in the arts and 
refinements of Europe, had proved 
therafelves formidable enemies* 
Th^ fervices of Pofl were highly 
important and well-timed, at % 
period when the profpeds of £«n|« 
land, were gloomy and unpropttft* 
ous; the devoted army of Qeneral 
Braddock, from too great iecBri^^ 
that parent of danger, or from the 
predatory, harraffing, und irrcgukr 
mode of attack adoptid^by iiM^gea, 
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hMif with their leader, been not 
W\y defeated, but almoft hterally 
Qit to pieces ; and it was become 
]|bfolutelx neceflary to take fome 
immediate and efFedua] meant for 
QOunteraAing the intrigues of 
France, who, by. emiflariesy by 
prefents, by threats, or by roit 
itprefentation, had fedured from 
our alliance the Shawanefe, and 
other powerful tribes on that im* 
menfe continent. 

The expedition of General 
forbes againft Fort Duquefne was 
at this time alfo preparing; an 
expedition, in which difHculties 
and difailers, unknown in a Ger* 
man campaign, and dangers, not 
to be yarded agaioft by military 
precaution, were added to tardy 
levies, an arfny on paper^ prdvinciat 
difputes, flow payments, and a 
commander worn down by anxiety 
and difeafe, and obliged to give 
orders and attend his army on a 
litter. An enemy at one moment 
hovering or howling, the next, 
filently but affiduoufly watching 
every unguarded moment, to mark 
down fi'om behind a tree, or to 
cut oflF by furprize every ftraggler; 
gpierally invifible, and for the 
moft part inacceffible; while the 
feelings of a military man were 
irritated in the nnoit vulnerable 
part, by his bed men dropping 
around him, yet compelled by 
mortifying neceffity, to bear the 
at^cks o^ but never purfue, a 
flying horde, who, at moments 
when exhaufted nature was fnatcb^ 
ing a fhort interval of repofe, 
ruuing from precipices, thickets, 
and caverns, with hideout yell, 
diabolic features, and indmments 
of butchery, rather than death, 
wore calctthtcd to iofpire horror 



and dread in an extraordinary de^ 
gree. 

I For thefe, aiid other reafons, I 
have long been induced toronfider 
the expedition of Forbes as requir- 
ing, and a^ually difplaying thofe 
confummate military requihtes, fo 
rarely united, the suffkrino 

WITH PATIBIYT FIIMKESS, as WCli 
as ACTING WITH IMTXEPID VIGOI, 

\g^ a greater degree, than was ex- 
hibited by Wolfe or by Amherft. 
The events which imnnediately 
followed the vi^ories of Quebec 
and Montreal, were, I confefs, 
more rapid and decifive, and they 
have, on th^t account, been more 
warmly celebrated by hifiorians, 
poets, and painters. 

But to (ecure fuch advantages, 
or even to render the footing of 
the Engiiih at all permanent on 
the American continent, it was of 
the firil confequence to detach the 
natives from their French allies, 
to mitipte refentment, and conci* 
liate fnendihip ; and after the war 
had for fome time been raging, 
with inveterate animoftty, where 
was the man to be found, who 
could be prevailed on to expofe 
himfelf to the hardihips of a long 
and perilous journey, through im« 
menie woods, infefted with wild 
beafts and noxious reptiles, over 
moralfes, fwamps, and mountains ; 
where the thickefl brakes, moft 
impracticable ravines, and regions 
lead frequented, were to be ex- 
plored, in order to avoid French 
Kouts, and marauding parties of 
fiivages, whom to have met before 
any negoctator had reached the 
Indian towns, and had a talk 
with the chiefs, would have been 
certain death. 

After repeated and large rcivards 
had 
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had been vainly ofiertd to the few 
who were qualified for the taflc, 
Chriftian Frederic Poft, the fubjca 
of our prefent article, came for* 
ward, and, in an earned manner, 
and with folemn gefture, fpoko at 
follows. *' If it pleafe the Lord that 
I undertake the journey, and that 
I ultimately find favor tn his iight, 
inay I reft aflured, that the national 
^ith will be icrupuloufly obferved 
ia fuch treaty as I (hall make? 
for it is with forrow I declare, 
that by our treachery and fraud, 
the chara^er of an Englifhman is 
become a . bye- word to the fcorn« 
ful, a reproach in the mouth of 
our enemies." 

Such is the weight of peribnal 
chara^er, or fo well founded were 
the charges he made, that he, was 
Hfiened to with refpe£tful atten- 
tion, and aflured that whatever en* 
gagemeots he entered into, (hould 
be religioufly obferved. After firm- 
ly rej^ing every offer of com* 
{»enfatioa for an a6t which he de* 
clared,and was generally believed, 
nothing but God's bleffing, and a 
conviction that it was his duty, 
could have prevailed on him to 
undertake ; with little more than a 
few prefents for the natives, a 
fcrip and a ftafif, he plunged into 
the wildernefs. 

A ftrong, an enthufiadic, a ra- 
tional reliance on Divine Frovi* 
dence, appears to have been his, 
principal fupport under perils, 
which a European, with his £ng- 
lifh comforts about him, fhudders 
only to read of. ^ His cloaths and 
flefh torn by briars and thorns, 
half a night fometimes pafled in a 
tree to avoid fome real or fufpe^- 
cd danger, and after defcending, 
obliged to repofe (I fcarcely can 



think deep) 'till day light, diencb* 
cd in rain, hungry, fat^ued, and 
cold. 

It is not necedary to dwell on 
adventures which, but for the 
known veracity of the man who 
related them, would fcarcely be 
credited ; after almod every fpeciet 
of didiculty and didreis that ro* 
mance has invented, or imagina* 
tion can fugged, pur intrepid tra* 
veller at length approached the 
confines of the Indian town ; but 
the part he had to a6t on his arri* 
val, was not without confiderable 
hazard. He was fufficiently ac- 
quainted with the character of ^ 
favage, to be convinced, that if he 
did not fird procure a d^ht, as well 
as a hearing of the Chiefs of the 
Tribes, he fhould indantly fall i 
facrifice to the uncontrouled paf« 
dons, and irritated refentments of 
angry individuals. 

Such circumdances required 
coolnefs, intrepidity, and circum* 
fpedlion, as well as a certain por- 
tion of agility and drength of 
body. After accurately furveying 
the fpot, he conveyed himfelf, un- 
obferved, into a thicket, on a 
rifing ground, near their habita- 
tions, and from this place watched 
till he faw the perfons with whom 
he fird wifhed to commence the 
TALK. The moment Chridian 
Frederic faw ^ favorable opportu* 
nity, he undauntedly darted from 
his retreat, rulhed towards, the 
chiefs, to fome of whom he.wa% 
known, and threw himfelf into 
their arms and prote6tion ; a call 
(acred in the bread of an Indian, 
with all his excedes, and feldom 
or never violated. Hisprefence 
foon excited curiofity and alarm, 
the iavages quickly colleded in 
numbers, 
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nmnbehj snd the Simwaneie, an ' 
cadperafisd and forioos tribe^ oor* 
rnpied by Gallic prefentSy and re- 
ooUefthig that he was an EnglHh 
parttzan, attsmpted to mih upon 
biaa , vitii their tomahawks y 
but his hofpitable and gfeneroiis 
friends* who valued htm as an old 
acaefuaintance^ refohitdy proteded 
'Swt from their weapons^ received 
forrral wounds on their bodfcs, 
aimed at him, and after much per- 
foafioDy he was permitted to deli- 
ver hia prefents, and explain the 
dt^ftSt €n fafis mifi&cm. 

A tnmoltaoas difcoffion took 
places but the majority, partial to 
the charader of a good man, 
llBOfvim to be a religious obferver 
of his word, finally accepted his 
offer^ while their angry opponents^ 
leoedif^ to the oppofite banks of 
a river which waihed their town, 
to brood over their difcontents, 
threatened, and even attempted, 
to a&ffihate the fuccefsful negoci- 
ator. A detachment on the point 
of fettiog out to barrafs General 
Forbes was countermanded, and 
the negociation contluded, by the 
numerous tribes of Indians, who 
inhabit an immenfe trad o{ coun- 
try, entirely abandoning the al- 
liance of France. 

Thus, a man of peculiar fimpli- 
cky of manners, honed but un- 
learned, was enabled, by religious 
enthuiiafm, knowledge of a certain 
kind, and by local habits, to ren- 
der his country fuch fervices, as 
the moft confummate military (kill, . 
united with erudition, accompliih- 
ment, and diplomatic dexterity, 
would have attempted in vain : he 
returned to enjoy the grateful ac- 
knowledgements of his country- 
men, and the approbatiaB of aa 



hooeft heart,^ but would n ev e r al- 
low that he had performed more 
than an ad of common duty, as a 
ChrifHan and a man. 

He concludes an account of his 
journey with a devout prayer, oi 
which the following is a part. 
*^ Praife and glory be to the Laml> 
of God, which was (kin for our 
redemption, which oondoded nae 
in fafety through a land of perils^ 
jealoufy, and miffaiift, where Sa- 
tan, the prince of this world, has 
mle and government: blefTed be 
die Lord, who hath preferved me 
under all dangers and difficulties, 
who was my guide through the 
wilderneis, the mire, the thicket, 
lind heavv darkneft." 

I could not help remarking, that 
in his different converfations with, 
the Indians, I mean thoie wha 
oppofed his defigns, the following 
fhrewd but natural queftion, on 
the part of a native, evidently 
perplexed the fincerity and good 
fenie of the envoy. ** Why do 
the Englifh and French come from 
their own countries to fight ? can't 
they fettle their difputes at home ? 
You tell us, it is true, that the 
ground on which we hunt you 
have bought at a fair price, but 
remember, Youa countrymbk 

ALWAYS MAKE THB POOR IK- 
BIAVS STUPID WITH STRONG SPIi- 
11T8, WRBNBVER THEY M£BT TO 
AGRBB POR A PU«CHASS." 

F)TT, PERCIVAL, an En- 
gliih furgeon, and a fcientific 
writer, remarkable for the daffic 
purity of his flyle, the fcrupulous 
precifion of his definitions, an^ 
unerring clofenefs of argument. 

** His life," fays a medical man, 

and one oi his enthufiaiHc ad- 

mirersi to whom I ^m obliged for 

a good 
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f l^ood part of this article, ^ his 
life was a national bieffing, his 
4eath a national lofs ; he enlarged 
the bounds of art, human malady 
fiirunk before hioi ; he was eyes to 
the blind, and feet to the lame/' 

Comparifons have been faid to 
be odious, yet, if by compariog 
^he merits of thoie who have gone 
before, we are able to Simulate to 
ufefui exertion thofe* who follow, 
why (hould comparifons be for- 
bidden ? Oppofea to his cotempo- 
raries, Gataker, Caefar Hawkins, 
Bromfield, and Ranby, he was 
eminently fuperior in originality 
of thought, didadic perfpicuity, 
and the fimple graces of genius 
and taile, which are, when una- 
dorned, adorned the moil. 

He predominated, early iii life, 
in a profeflion, which has been 
(aid not to procure the members 
of it bread, till they have no teeth 
to eat it, particularly as a confult- 
ing furgeon^ a path generally oc- 
cupied by medical veterans ; for 
fifty years he difcharged, with 
fidelity and honor, the appoint- 
ments of fur^eon and ledturer to 
a large hofpical, and during that 
period, in what quality, as a pro- 
feffional man or a gentleman, was 
he not remarkable for elegance, 
dexterity, and the rarely united 
powers of meliorating the rifing 
generation by precept, and im- 
proving them by example ? 

Yet there were thofe about him, 
as there are, fortunately, about us 
all, to preferve vigilance, and 
fupprefs inordinate exultation, ma* 
ny good-natured friends, able, and 
ho doubt willing, to mark down 
and proclaim his diefefts. Mr. 
Fott, on one occafion, was accufed« 
by a cotemporary, who would 



bavt been a good fbqseoii^ and^ 
from his abilities, muft have fiic^ 
ceeded, if he had not unfortu- 
nately been a bon-vivanti he wai 
accuied, by this fecond Rx)che(tort 
in a moment of tiwy or irritatioiv 
of too pompous an aflfe^atioa iof 
the employment and aifociation •£ 
the noble and great, to the tetai 
excluHon of the pleas of difeafe 
and poveity, the duties, the hoi^ 
pitalities, and the domeflic endear* 
menu of life. — This accufaition 
was glaringly contradided by fadt^ 
for xio man was better qualified U> 
communicate, and no man received 

freater pleafure, at the table, the 
re-fide, or in profeffional conver* 
fation, than Mr. Pott. He was a 
fond father, a good hulband, a 
fucceisful cultivator of literature ; 
in art an amateur as well as a coxi^ 
noilTeur, two characters not always 
united. His pecuniary character 
is beft afcertained by the life he ' 
led, the company he kept, and 
the fortune he left, which though 
competent and refpe^able, was 
lefs by one-third, than men with 
half his receipts have accumulated* 
" If a patient ever prefents him- 
felf to Pott," faid the wit, after a 
fecond bottle ; *Mf a patient calls, 
whom he fufbe^s of not having a' 
^vt guinea fee in his pocket, he 
always has his hand in the direc- 
tion of his watch firing, and the 
following, or fome fuch fpeech 
ready cut and dried at his tongues 
end.** *' I muft beg of you wjit 
fiieud to be as concile as poifible^ 
for I am to be at Lady Harring* 
ton's (the old Countefs was* at that 
time an excellent patient) I am tp 
be at Lady Harrington's exadly jK 
two, and am a very material evi* 
dence, in an important cau& ii| 

the 
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the court of King's bench, where 
Tmuft be preci£sly at three, fo that 
. vou £re I h^ve not a moriient to 
lofe.** I am ferry it happened fo," 
iaid a man of rather nnprmntfing 
appeaiance, who from tl^ eager- 
nefs of his enquiries, had been 
Ihown into the ftudy, (at that 
time in Lincoln's-inn -fields) " for 
I am come poft hafte, in a chaife 
tod four, which is only gone to 
change horfes, to deiire that you 
wmild inilantly accompany me to 

XjpK^ -i who being thrown 

from his horfe in hunting, has frac- 
tured his fkuU ; and as I have the 
honor to be nearly related to him, 
J think it my duty to feek help where 
k can be the foontft procured. In 
^ite of obstacles and entreaties, he 
ruihed to the door, and left Don 

Di<^o, as you may fuppofc d 

\f mortified^ 

Ridicule and buffoonery do not 
require truth and matter of fa6l, 
on which to raife their fuperftruc- 
ttires ; this ftory, perhaps a fabri- 
cation of the moment, was well 
told, and calculated to raife a 
long and hearty laugh, at a tavern 
dinner. The company enjoyed 
the joke, admired the humour of the 
mimic, but like other men of a 
fimilar caHr, he was admired and 
feared. This man, whawith many 
good points, had brought cares on 
himfelf to drive ours away, was 

§radually neglected, avoided, and 
cfpifed, and after a life of pecu- 
niary difficulty, and (ha b by expe- 
dients, funk into obfcurtty, dotage 
and oblivion. 

PRATT, Mr. a plcaftng profe 
writer, and, if he could have 
(haken off the idea of making 
books, a refpe^ble and hannoni- 
ous verfifier. 



This author, who often exhibits 
in the fame pa^e, fuch fingular 
contrails of brilliancy, and infipi- 
dity, and who is better known to 
the world under his aflame d name 
of Courtney Melmoth, had been 
originally a clergyman in North- 
amptonfhire, bat yielding to the 
confequences of negleft or indeco- 
rum, feceded from the priefthood. 
All the intelligence I could procure 
on this fubjca, in a hafty journey 
I once made through a part of the 
country where Mr. Pratt had offi» 
ciated, was, from a country female, 
who exclaimed, that he had been a 
terrihU man amon^ the <women. 

His Emma Corbett, is a well 
dra\*n tragic piece, but of too 
melancholy a caft, for readers of 
weak nerves, whom I have often 
obferved lirongly affected by its 
penifal; he was aecufed by the 
partizans of the mother countiy, 
of putring all the argument in the 
fcaie of the aflerfor of American 
independeiKe, the war on that 
continent being the ground work 
of his novel. 

His Pupil of Plea(ure, levelled 
againfl: the deftru6tive effects of the 
Cfhefterficld fyftem, I have ever 
confideied as a mafterly perfor- 
mance ; but he opens the campaign 
of his hero, in fo fafcinating a 
manner, defcribes his encounters, 
his viftories, and his plcafures, in 
fuch high colouring, and paints cer- 
tain fcene? in a ftileof fuch irritating 
voluptuoufnefs, before the cata£ 
trophe and puiiifliment of fo much 
villainy take place ; that the anti- 
dote is faid to hare proved as def- 
truftive, as the poifon, it was 
defigned to counteract. With a 
view of correcting the errors of 

this 
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tliis novel, he afterwards publifhed 
his Tutor of Truth. 

Pratt never was popular. — It 
has been demanded, why? He 
was (at leaft ten years ago) pleaf- 
ing in his perfon and manners; 
and at table, where there was Ma- 
deira for the complaint in his 
flomacb, be had, for a woman's 
man, much interefting anecdote 
and ready information ; perhaps he 
trod too clofely on the heels of pom- 
pous plaufibility, and affe6ted re- 
finement. With many literary, and 
many focial accompliihments, how 
can we account for his being re- 
ceived, in certain circles, with an 
aukward kind of cautious rcferve ? 

This I could only impute to his 
tendency to unceafing panegyric, 
on young men of a certain defcrip- 
tion, with lively imaginations, and 
well-lined pockets. On thefe af- 
fedtors of literary aifociation, he 
is faid to have occafionally levied 
contributions, I mean in the fair 
way of debtor and creditor ; for I 
acquit him of the infamy of gam- 
bling tricks, that modern fafhion- 
able ihabby way, of making ufe of 
a friend. Pratt's conduct was rather 
the common, perhaps the juflifia- 
ble fineife of a clever fellow, who 
could fay good things, and praife 
the man, m profe or rhyme, who 
could not ; but had plenty of gui- 
neas, almoft the only commodity 
which the man of genius was with- 
out. 

But there was, I believe, another 
more palpable caufe for the fufpi- 
cion which operated as a bar againfl 
poor Pratt getting on. In one of 
his early produ§ions, Benignus, 
or Liberal Opinions, he had incul- 
cated a do6tine, (God forbid that 
it fhould be literally true) that a 

Vol. 11. 



humane, open-hearted, generous 
man, without a guard on his con- 
dud^, would, in his journey through 
life, be cheated, plundered, plucked, 
deceived, and, finally, rot in a 
jail; unlefs, he exerted againft th^ 
falfc, felfifh, niercenary, herd of 
dirty, or of fplendid fcoundrels, 
we meet at the corner of every 
ftreet, fome of their own low 
arts and manceuvres. 

I will not fwear to the words, as 
I quote from memory, after a very 
diftant perufal ; but this was nearly 
the meaning : I wifh not to plead 
the caufe of an hypothefis, which, 
carried to the extreme, would 
transform us all to mifanthropes, 
and make us pafs each other as 
wolves and tygers; but have I a 
reader, who, layiiie his hand on 
the right placcy will ferioufly avow, 
that there is not in the world, as it 
goes, fome reafon for Pratt's axiom; 
like others, it mufl be taken cum 
granofalis. 

It was, as might naturally be 
expected, luftily cried out againft, 
as the doctrine of Machiavel, Ro- 
chefoucault, and Mandeville ; it 
excited the howl of the precife 
moralift, and the fnarl of the growl- 
ing, fatirift, who abufed and prac- 
tifed the deceit, and flew, open- 
mouthed, on the man who pre- 
tended to tell tales out of fchool. 
It is thus that the raviihed coquette 
mentions the attacks of the liber- 
tine, whom fhe has incited, abufes, 
and enjoys. 

In a fuppofed vacancy of the 
Laureatfhip, Mr. Pratt has been 
introduced as a competitor, bjr a. 
modern rhymer, who thus defcnbcs 
the. metamorphofis of the noble- 
man, appointed to decide on the 
various merits of the candidates, 
O and 
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and hai thQ difpofiii of the poift in 
qusftion. 
But 'er« the Court comiDtncM^ 

a change was made* 
A not unneedfiil change in 

Sal'fb'ry's head ; 
Tor Court precedence, and ibr 

etiquette, 
A change of mourning, and a 

hall room feat ) 
Preciiion nice in fwordt, and 

coats, and bags, 
A Lord's bhie ribbon, or a 

footman's tags ; 
For all thofe bagatelles which 

courtiers fay, . 
Muft grace the man who wears 

the ffolden key ; 
Poetic knowledge, crititifm fub- 

lime. 
To judge of metre, and decide 

on rhyme ; 
To weigh in fcale exa£i, each 

poet^ merit, 
Which few improve, and fewer 

ftili inherit. 
Such the rare gifts beftow'd 

upon him now. 
Soon as the Court breaks up, 

his fapient brow 
Sinks to foft fmiies, nod, chat, 

and ready bow. 
Thus have I fecn, oh were he 

but ftili living, 
To make lis laugh, at which 

fuch fools are driving ; 
. Thus have I feen, king David, 

king of actors. 
Who rul'd, at Drury, goddeflcs 

and be6tors. 
Give empires, crowns, and pro- 
vinces away. 
Arid pour out bounty, as he 

pour'douttea; 
The curtaih dropp*d, at home, 

we ail agreed, 
He was a mk pmnager indeed. 



Without waiting to produce th« 
various inftances of Mr. Oarrick^s 
Irequent and well directed bene- 
volence and generoiity, in contra- 
diction tp this farcafm from the 
man of rhyme; I proceed to in- 
troduce, in his words, the fubjeA 
of our prefent article t 

>■ Pratt next advanc*d 

to fpeak 5 

Once Courtney Melmoth| (in 
a youthful freak) 

With honey'd flatt'ry, bi» iQOf 

pra£tic*d trade* 
Hi^ foft attack upon the peer he 

made I 
Illuftrious fon, of an illuftrious 

fire, 
Whom poets worfliip, and whom 

all admirej 
In ev*ry feature of thy godlike 

face. 
Shines attic wit, true judgement, 

fenfe and grace. 
Oh, thou art all~*Arreft thy 

cloying treat,' 
The peer reply'd, « the dofe is 

much too tweet;' 
•Tis true, we love the ibothing 

voice of praife, 
When well wrapped up in fmooth 

and artful lays ; 
But praife, like thine, is quite 

another matter. 
So undcferv'd, 'tis the feverefi 

fatire. 
With hand, unfkilful, to the 

work you ruih, 
And dawbing trowel, not a fine 

hair'd bruih ; 
Mere lamb or veal, or beef, 

difguft the gluttop, 
Ragou*d, he'll fwallow ram for 

Banflead mutton ; 
With raptures fwfllloW| like a 

ih»rp4et wit. 
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Of wfcftt, pktn^drefs'dy h« had 

n6t touch'd a hxU 
Thu8^ pleefant Warren, when 

he gives a pill, 

A gilded coat he orders oe'r It 

ifill; 
H6w'ever good the purpofe it 

perform 
It muft be given in a proper 

form : 
Or the fick patient naufeating 

throws, 
F^U in the dolor's face, the 

mawkifh dofe. 
And yet, of merit, fmail is not 

thy fhare, 
In Freedom's caufe you urge the 

generous war ; 
Thy well-turn*d verfe, with gent- 
ly pleading ftrains. 
Lulls the poor captive, in his 

galling chains ; 
The Negro fees the cruel over- 

feer, 
Soften hi& look, unbend his 

brow fevere, 
, Thy landfcape& too, peculiar 

merit have. 
Where Fancy gilds the fcenes 

which Nature gave ; 
But recollect, nor let it be' 

effaced, 
I)cfcrlptive poetry fatigues at 

When neither hSti or nar- 
rative are trac'd. 

Speaking of Emma Corbett, the 
writer from whom I quote teJis 
him» at kail the Cltanvbcrlain telia 
him, it is a work ) 

— — Ydui* future fame which 

firmly feah, 
While every ey« the foft fuffii- 

fion feels. 
nea([bre's warm pypi), whoior 

- ' irage^ ' 



Tho' knowledge ct the hesit 

pervades the pages ; 
Tho* meant againft Lord Cbc£» 

terfield to teU, 
Splits on the fdf fame rock yo« 

paint fo welL 
As to religion, touch not that 

again, 
Tho' meaning well, you hurt it 

with your pep ; 
And like Soame Jenyns iiiiliiig 

in your end, 
Injure the caufe you eflay'd to 

defend. 

PRATT, EDWARD, an offi. 
cer in the fervice of the Eaft 
India company, and half brother 
to a venerable and illuftrtous peer 
of the fame name, who fince my 
former imprefGon, has quitted the 
fcene, to enjoy the rewards of pa** 
triottfm and public fpirit. 

This fingular charader is pro- 
duced as a remarkable indance of 
unconquerable taciturnity, and te- 
nacious accuracy of memory. 
Though by no means an avaricious 
man, he always preferred the up- 
per floor of a houfe for his reu« 
dence, on atcbunt of its tranqui- 
lity; and regularly, without depart- 
ing once fram his rule for twenty 
years, white on ihor^, dined in $i 
rdom by h'iipieif, at a tavern, cour 
fuming daily throughput the year, 
a folitary tmttle oTport, withoi^l 
intoxication. He was fekJom heard 
to fpeak, but nq circumihiace, 
however urgent, could prevail on 
him to break iijence at whift, tb^ 
feirourito amufement of his li^| 
and at the conclufion of each r^t>7 
ber, he could corre^ly cait ovef 
ijtm cards, in the exa6t order iii 
which they were played, as yfei^ 
at the perf<ms froii[^ whofe hands 
they feU) auri enuoifll^itie various 
O a v^Lilancea 
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inftances of error or dexterity in 
his aiTociates, with practical re- 
marks. 

This exertion of the retentive 
powers, though exercifed on a 
triffling occafion, was often doubt- 
ed, and as often afcertained by 
confidcrable wagers, or argumentitm 
ad erumenam^ the favourite, and 
where both parties have money, 
the decifive argument of the pre- 
fent age ; better qualified for draw- 
ing out a purfe, than producing 
acute reafoning, or elaborate inves- 
tigation. So averfe was Mr. Pratt 
•to ufing his tongue, that he chofe 
to forego many little fatisfa6tions 
and comforts, rather than be at the 
puns to aik for them: the endearing 
chit chat of friendfhip and affec- 
tion, the focial fmall talk of do- 
xneftic life, the lively intercourfe 
and fpirited converlation of po- 
liflied circles, which the fons of 
folitude fometimes relifti, and are 
often beft able to join in and enjoy, 
he feduloufly avoided, perhaps 
was unqualified to tafte. 

In his voyages to the eaft, he 
might be compared to the Afiatic 
mute, 6r the vifionary quietift, 
whofe eyes and thoughts are im- 
moveably ri vetted by infpiration, 
madnefs, or emptinefs, to the 
region of the navel: he often 
doubled the Cape without opening 
Bis lips ; and on a certain occafion, 
the fhip having been detained by 
a long calm, to an EngliCh failor 
fur more diftreffin^ than a tempef- . 
taous fea : the anxious and difpiri- 
ted crew were at laft revived by 
the wifhed-for breeze fpringing up. 

A few days after the welcome 
tidings of land were proclaimed 
from the top-maft ; while the offi- 
cers and {hip's company were con- 



gratulating each other on the ap- 
proaching comforts of terra firma, 
the features of Mr. Pratt were 
obferved to alter. ** I knew you 
would enjoy the thoughts of land," 
faid the firft officer, to our fpecial 
original : " I faw it an hour before 
the carelefs ragamuffin aloft," were 
the firft, the laft, and the only 
words he uttered during the voyage. 

He, who for months has been 
either pent up in the foetid exhala- 
tions of a fhip's hold, the difguft- 
ing clofenefs of a dog-hole between 
the decks, or been drenched, melt- 
ed, or frozen on the flirouds or a 
quarter-deck, will join in furprize, 
and is beft qualified to eftimate 
fuch unnatural, fuch ftoic apathy. 
This general coftivenefs of fpeech, 
fuch unfocial referved behaviour, 
probably originated from ill treat- 
ment on his firft voyage, and aftib- 
fequent, hafty, unfavourable opi- 
nion of his affbciates, the boifter- 
ous fons of the waves: an ill- 
founded, an ungenerous prejudice, 
in which he was fupportcd by a 
fenfible and learned writer, whofe 
Goliah faculties were at times de- 
bafed. by the puerile infatuations of 
a pigmy.' 

I prefer a prifon to a (liip, (aid 
Dr. Johnfon, for you have always 
more room, and generally better 
company. This illiberal Yarcafm, 
from a man who knew and taught 
better thing"?, deferved, and in 
certain circles would have expe- 
rienced the chaftifement of a cane, 
could a man have been found, 
fufficiently bold to encounter tlie 
formidable quartcr-ftafF of the 
•moralift, which was once fufficient- 
]y terrific to filence the gallant, 
but not the juftifiable. menaces of 
Mr. M«cpher(on, who attempted to 

throw 
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throw, his fword into the criticsJ 
balance, which admits only found 
argument, and a clear (latement of 
ftias.. 

PRESENCE OF MIND. In 
the hurry and horror of a po- 
pular infurreftion, or any other 
urgent calamity, how few of us arc 
able to pofTefs a coIle6ted mind ? 

The populace of Paris, inflam- 
ed by refentment, and probably 
ilimuiated by apt emiflaries, had 
refolvcdto deftroy the houfe of the 
unfortunate Monf. D'Efpremenil, 
a gentleman unhappily marked 
fi-om the commencement of the. 
Revolution, for the recency of his 
nobility, (I believe of a date fcarce 
exceeding twelve years), and his 
avowed prominent oppofition to 
the eftabliihment of a Tiers Etat. 

As the decifions of a mob are 
generally executed as rapidly as 
they are conceived, the frantic - 
multitude haftened to the fpot, but 
were furpriaed aiid filenced on 
their arrival at the devoted houfe, 
at being addrefled from an upper 
window, in the following manner: 
** Whofe houfe do you propofe 
fetting fire to ?" *' The infamous 
D'Efpremenil's," was the anfwer. 
" Then it cannot be this houfe, for 
I bought and paid for it but a few 
years fince, and he was only the 
tenant. Would you burn the fur- 
niture? It is the upholfterer's : 
Would you deftroy his wife ? She 
is the property of the public : 
Would you kill his children? 
They may be your own." 

This.fingular addrefs was effica- 
cious, and the croud returned to 
the Jardin de Palais Royale, that 
focus of the French Revolution, 
from which it has iince taken its 
JDame. 



PRESSING, a mode of procur. 
ing mariners for public fervice 
in cafes of emergency, violent, 
alarming, and often dangerous; 
bearing hard on a ufeful body of 
men, whofe expofure to the war- ^ 
ring elements, ieems to render ad- 
ditional calamity unneceffary, and 
apparently inconfiftent with the 
genious of a free government. 

Yet this har(h proceeding, fo 
contrary to Britiib liberty, feems 
a pieroc^ative inherent in the 
crown, from general immemorial 
ufage, grounded on common law ; 
and though not direftly, and in 
exprefs terms, authorized by any 
particular ftatute, is recognized by 
many adts of parliament, which it 
is not reafonable to fuppofe would 
mention a practice, illegal and re- 
pugnant to the principles of the 
conftitution, without fome mai'k 
of difapprobation. 

War is confeffedly a great evil, 
and preffing, one of the mifchiefs 
that accompany it, but it is a 
maxim in law, as well as found 
policy, that private mifchiefs muft 
be fubmitted to, for the prevention 
of national calamity, and a greater 
calamity cannot be imagined, than 
to be weak and defencelefs at fea, 
in time of war. I will not barrais 
the reader or myfelf, by a long 
and pompous recitation t)f a^ 
from the petitions, as they were 
then ftiled, of the fifty feventh year 
of th^ reign of Edward the Third, 
to the ftatute of the Second and 
Third of Philip and Mary, which 
" layeth ^ penalty on watermen^ 
for obftinately withdrawing and 
hiding themfelves in fecret places 
and out-corners, 'till the time of 
preffing is over-pafled." 

I come at once to that aufpici- 

out 
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b\l% period, the revdlution, when 
the principles of liberty were uh- 
Asmood and aflertcd. During the 
reigti of King William^ as well as 
that of Ciueen Anne, perfons under 
certain qualifications, and of a cer- 
tain dtlcription, were exempted 
hotn prtfEfig, under proper pre- 
cautions, to prevent abufe. Tnefe 
exemptions, clearly and incontefti- 
bly pre-fuppbfe and prove the ex- 
pediency, the neceffity, and legality 
6f pfefeng, as without fach re- 
medies or proteftions, the law 
ConHders every « feaman as liable 
and fubjeft to an inconvenience, 
unavoidable in a maritime country. 

This fubjeft, which was thought 
important by that great conftituti- 
Onal lawyer, that honeft man, Sir 
Michael ¥()&tr^ (to whom I am 
indebted for the little I know re- 
lating to it) will, I hope, be con- 
iidered as not wholly unworthy the 
Sittentiou of general readers, ftript 
of technical phrafe, and legal jar- 
gon; as it may tend to the quieting 
of men's minds, when they ihall be 
convinced that this temporary in- 
valion of perfonal liberty, after 
Other various and ineffectual me- 
thods of manning the navy have 
been repeatedly tried, is neceflary 
for the welfare, and even the ex- 
illence of the (late, and that it is 
the law of the land; obferving that 
the queftion of prefling freemen or 
landmen, is not at all affefled by 
this declaratten. 

I Ihould hope that this - undif- 
guifed (latement of a queflion, 
which has often afforded matter of 
declamation to fuperficial dabblers, 
would (limulate all who are im- 
mediately or remotely concerned 
in commanding^, or fupplying the 
w^nts of the Bntifli navy, to exert 



themfelves, in alleviatirtg the tAri* 
fhips, and adminifteriftg to thd 
comfort of Englifti feamen, trhd 
perhaps at the moment of return 
from a long and perilous voysigt, 
are thus expofed by the hard law 
of inexorable necemty, to be fad* 
denly dragged from the rfeareft ob* 
jeAs of love, and domeftic affec* 
tion, to ieek for wounds and deiithf 
amidft the raging of tempefts, and 
the noife of many waters. Theif 
Ihare of prize-money, notwith- 
(landing certain laudable improve^ 
ments lately enforced, is tonfef- 
fedly fmall and inadequate to their 
toil and danger, while that of th^ 
commander in chief, is enormoui, 
beyond all reafon and proportion. 
While the crown is thus coii* 
feffedly authorized to raife mafi- 
ners for the navy, on great national 
emergencies, and under urgent 
necemty, I am inclined to think 
an adion might be brought with 
advantage, by an impreded man, 
againfl a minifter, who on e^ery 
idle occa(ion, of obftinacy, whim, 
or caprice, was fitting out arma- 
ments, at an immenfe national 
expence, and to the injury and 
oppreffion of commerce and pri-r 
vate individuals: armaments too 
often commencing in puerile blus- 
ter and menace, and ending in the 
mod humiliatmg fubmiilion smd 
diigrace. 

PRINCIPLES and Manner* of 
the Times, an Eftimate of; a 
once popular work of Dr. Brown, 
a favourite, and, with all his fplen- 
did endowments, a fiilfome flatterer 
of the fii(hop of Oioucefter ; ih- 
deed, on a certain occafion, thcnr 
were called Robin Hood and Little 
John ; and on another, the Lion 
and Jackall. 

"* In 
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la a ftyle highly animated, and 
in elegant language, but with a 
confiderable degree of the War- 
burtonian arrogance, Dr. Brown 
draws a melancholy pi^ure of the 
decline of public (pirit and private 
virtue ; he does not call it an aban- 
doned, wicked, profligate age, but 
a vain, a luxurious, a felfifh, and 
an effeminate one. From thefe, 
and other circumflances, he pro- 
)>hecies national ruin and difgrace ; 
but the fplendid fucceffes which 
ibon followed, and the commer- 
cial profperity of Great Britain 
attaining a height unexampled, the 
Do6tor was pronounced a falfe 
prophet ; his book lod its credit, 
and the writer, fome years after, 
fell a facrifice to defpondency, 
irom the difappointment of certain 
expectations he had formed from 
the munificence or the gratitude of 
the C:^rina. 

This modern Cenfor, this fecond 
Cato, who is faid to have enjoyed 
many of the pleafures which he fo 
ffverely laihes, feems to have for- 
got, that the fame charges have 
been brought againft every nation, 
which has attained wealth and 
pQwer. Who will, who can, or 
who ought, to prevent a man, up 
to his neck in rouleaus and India 
bonds, from gratifying his incli- 
nation for elegance, fplendor, and 
refinement ? I have, on another 
occaiion, pointed out two families 
in this country, in which, if nei- 
ther a contefled ele^ion, a gam- 
bler, a fpendthrift, a zealous party- 
man, or an endower of hofpitals, 
fiiould occur for three generations, 
it will be as (Calamitous a circum- 
ftance for England as can poffibly 
happen ; however oppofite to mo- 
vai re&itude| ruinous to the indi- 



vidual, or unfortunate to his o^ 
pring) it may prove. 

The oft' repeated advanta|[es of 
fuch a difpoiition, in dimifinj 
comfort and . accommodation to 
artifls, handicrafts, and mechanics^ 

Health to the £ck, and to tKf 
' hungry, bread, 
is an argument which it is iiot eaiy 
to anfwer, yet, perhaps, uniafe to 
indulge in its utmoft latitude. 

Whilft the good fenfe of tht 
prefent age yields to and acknow* 
ledges the expediency of gratifying 
human foibles, and while the hu 
cinating temptations of wealth ar« 
indulged with a due regard to quv 
rality and decorum, we have, per* 
haps, attained the falutary medium 
between unfatisfa^ory thriftineft 
and exhaufling dilhpation ; and, 
as is clearly the cafe in a thoufand 
inflances before our eyes, the fu- 
perfiuities of the rich man will be 
often dire(5ted to the laudable chan*- 
nels of charity and benevolence. 

Forty years have almoft elapfed 
flnce the following pi£iure of th^ 
mannei*s of the Englifh capital was 
fketched ; how far it is aj^licabie 
to our prefent circurnflances, it is 
not my bufinefs or inclination to 
decide. 

" The firft and principal article 
of town-effeminacy, is that of dr^fs, 
which, in all its variety of modem 
excefs, is too low for lerious ani- 
madverfion ; yet in this, muft eveiy 
man, of every rank and age, em- 
ploy his mornings, who pretends 
to keep good company. The 
wifeft, the mbft virtuous, the moft 
polite, if defective in thefe exterior 
and unmanly delicacies, are ^void- 
ed as low p^ple, whom nobody 
knows, and with whom one i$ 
afhamed to be feen. 

" No 
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** No man of fafliion can crofs 
the fireet in which he lives, to 
dine, without ttie effeminate co- 
vering and conveyance of a chair. 
Wherever he goes, he meets the 
fame delicacy; warm carpets are 
ijpread under his feet, hangings 
fur round him, doors and windows, . 
nicely jointed, prevent all polUbi- 
lity of entrance to the rude exter- 
nal air. Vanity lends her aid to 
the unmanly fpe£tacle ; fplendid 
furniture, a ftimptuous iideboard, 
a train of attendants, an elegant 
and coflly entertainment^ for which 
earth, air, and feas, are ranfacked ; 
expenfive wines from the Conti- 
nent, and the childifh vagaries of 
a whimfical defert, are the fupreme 
pride of the mailer, the admira- 
tion or envy of his guefts. 

".Luxury is not idle in her pro- 
vince, but (liares with her fifter 
Vanity, in the labours of the day. 
High foups and fauces, every mode 
of foreign cookery, that can quick- 
en tafte, and fpur the lagging ap- 
petite, is affiduoufly employed. 

" A knowledge of books, a tafte 
in arts, a proficiency in fcience, 
was formerly regarded as a proper 
qualification for a man of elevated 
condition; but reading is now 
funk into a morning's amufement, 
'till the important hour of drefs 
arrives, a gentle relaxation from 
the tedious rounds of pleafure. 

'* But what kind of reading 
muft that be, which can attra<St or 
entertain the languid fpirit of mo- 
dern effeminacy, and prevent the 
jnfuppoitable toil of thinking ? 
Weekly effays, novels, plays, and 
irreligious pamphlets, together with 
a general hafti of thefe, ferved up 
in fome monthly mcfs of dullne&y 



are the meagre, literary diet, of 
town and country. 

" The principle of honour is 
either loft or totally corrupted, our 
ambition is trifling, our pleafiires 
are unmanly. In fuch a general 
defeat of religion and honour, can 
we expert to find a place for the 
love of our country ? Shew and 
pleafure, and the means of pro- 
curing them, are the main objects 
of purfuit. The clergy need not 
blufh that they have fallen with 
the fame, the manners, and the 
principles of their country ; the 
worthy part of them cannot afpire 
to truer glory, than to have be- 
come objects of contempt to thofe 
who are the contempt of Europe." 

It may be curious to contraft 
this chara6ler of his countrymen, 
whom Dr. Brown has thus feverely 
depi(5ted, as in the laft ftage of de- 
generacy, with his fingular pidure 
of our Gallic neighbours. 

" The French have virtues and 
vices, ftrengths and weaknefTes, 
refpe6table, incouiiftent, and ap- 
parently incompatible with each 
other. Effeminate, yet brave ; in- 
fincere, yet honourable ; hofpita- 
ble, not benevolent ; vain, yet 
fubtle ; fplendid, not generous ; 
warlike, yet polite ; plaufible, not 
virtuous; mercantile, not mean; 
in trifles ierious, gay in enterprize ; 
women at the toilette, heroes in 
the field ; in conduct decent, pro- 
fligate at heart ; divided in opi- 
nion, in aftion united ; weak in 
manners, ftrong in principle ; con- 
temptible in private life, in public, 
formidable." 

Dr. Brown's work excitetl much 
fevere criticifm, and in his attemipt 
to defend himfelf, he was accufed 
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of fiilfc reafoning, fophiftiy, vani- 
ty, and prefutnption ; he afFefted 
to treat his adverfaries with con- 
tempt, but was extremely chagrined 
and mortified. They aflerted, that , 
the flate of the kingdom was a 
complete refutation of his book ; 
that funk, as he had defcribed it, 
in effeminacy, cowardice, and fel- 
fifh fenfuali^, it had chaflifed its 
enemies by fea and land, and that 
the literary character of the age had 
been refcued from the fcurriious 
farcafms he had poured forth, by 
works which would be perufed 
with pleafure, when his gloomy - 
declamations would be lofl and 
forgotten. Such is the power, the 
foothing power of felf-approbation, 
that the Do6tor triumphantly de- 
duced, from the effects of bis book^ 
the public profperity. 

" If I may hazard a remark on 
the oonverfation talents of a French- 
man," fays a late writer, •* I \vould 
praiCe them for equanimity, but 
cenfurethem for infipidity. Ori- 
ginality of thought, and vigorous 
cxpreffion, are fo entirely excluded, 
that charafters of ability and ina- 
nity nearly meet on a par. Tame, 
elegant, uninterefting, and polite, 
they converfe without Inflrudion, 
and depart without ojQfence. 

** Where there is much polifh, 
you have little argument, and if 
you neither argue or difcufs, what 
is converfation ? Good temper 
and eafy manners, it muft be con- 
fefled, aYe the fii ft ingredients for 
fociable chat, but wit iand know- 
ledge muft break into fome ine- 
qualities, or converfation is like a 
journey on an endlefs^^/." 

To certain Gallic republicans, 
with whom I lately aflbciated, this 
(ketch is wholly inapplicable ; there 

Vol. II. 



appeared to me more danger of 
thefe gentlemen, with ail their 
powers an4 all their endowments, 
lapfing into an oppofite extreme. 
pRIOR, MATTHEW— for a 
3l curious fpecies of domeftic 
oeconomy, and his reafons for 
praftifing it, fee Elwes, John. 

PROFESSION, or Bufinefs, a 
dependence far preferable to 
the fplendid, but deceitful funfhine 
of court patronage. See Williams, 
Mr. 

PRUSSIA,FREDERIC,KING 
OF, his fcrupulous obfervance 
of the property of his fubje^tsj in 
two inftances, — See Arnold, John. 

PSALMANAZAR,GEORGE^ 
a man of learning, a cunning 
impoftor, and one of the writers 
employed in compiling the Uni- 
verfal Hiftory, a ta(k which he 
appears to have executed with fuf- 
ficient (kill and fidelity. 

This adventurer, who attraAed 
in his time, no fmall attention, 
was firft noticed by a Cojonel Lau- 
der, in the garrifon of Sluys, at 
which place, a wanderer from h\% 
parents and country, and under 
the preflure of extreme poverty, 
he had enlifted as a private foldier. 
But he induftrioufly and artfully 
circulated a ftrange ftory, that he 
was a native of the Ifland of For- 
mofa, converted from idolatry by 
certain miffionaries of the fociety 
of Jefus, and that he was obliged 
to fly from the vengeance of the 
Japanefe, whofe hatred has been 
defer ibed as particularly virulent 
againft Chriftianity in all its forms. 

The fingularity of his relation, 
and the apparent fitnplicity of his 
manners, induced the Colonel, 
and Innes, his regimental chaplain, 
an unprincipled profligate, to take 
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him under their prote6^ion ; he 
accompanied them to England, and 
was foon after introduced to the 
Bifhop of London, who iidened 
10 his account with pity and im- 
plicit faith, became his patron, 
contributed generoufly towards his 
ibpport, and rewarded with confi- 
^rabJe preferment, Innes, who 
was aware of, and had early' de- 
teded the ^heat, but confidered it 
as a convenient flep to patronage. 
The artful condu^ of the flran* 
r, in producing and fpeaking a 
iguage, alphabet, and grammar, 
purely of his own invention, and 
nis eating raw meat» roots, and 
berbs, foon rendered him an ob- 
jtdi of public notice, and occafion- 
ed much curious difquifition be- 
tween many chara6ters of the firft 
rank in church and flate* The 
keen-eyed fcepticifm of the Doc- 
tors Hallev, Mead and Woodward, 
refcued them, however, from the 
charge of blind credulity, in which 
many of their refpe^table cotem- 
poraries were involved ; thefe gen- 
tlemen had cried down Pfalmana- 
car as an arrant rogue, from the 
beginning. Yet, what pretence, 
however vain, what abfurdity, 
le, need fhrink 



however 
from enquiry," or dread detection, 
io a city, where that genius of 
iionfenfe. Dr. Graham, Mayerf- 
bach, and animal magnetifm, have 
met with zealous difciples, and 
warm encouragement ? 

The mod fanguine hopes of the 
impoftor, could he have filenced 
the accufation of his own heart, 
appear to have been crowned with 
fuccefs, and he derived liberal con- 
tributions from the pity, the curio- 
iity, or the folly of mankind, who 
conj^dered it their duty, as Chrif* 



tians and as men, to prote6l an 
unfortunate fugitive, who had fuf- 
fered in the caufe of truth. 

He drew up, in Latin, an ac- 
count of the Ifland of Formofay a 
coniiflent and entertaining work, 
which was tranflated, and hurried 
through the prefs, had a rapid fale, 
and is quoted, without fufpicion, 
by Buffon ; whilfl his adherence to 
certain iingularities in his manners 
and diet, gathered from popular 
opinion, or from books, confide* 
rably flrengthened the impofition, 
for the carrying on of which he 
was eminently qualified, by poflef- 
fing a command of countenance, 
temper, and recolledtion, which 
no perplexity, rough ufage, or 
crofs examination, could ruffle or 
derange. 

His memory was at the fame 
time fo corredly tenacious, that 
after the exercife of habit, in ver- 
bal arrangement, on being defired 
to tranflate a long lifl of Englifh 
words into the Formofan language, 
they were marked down without 
his knowledge, and his credit was 
conHderably corroborated by his 
correctly afiixing the fame terms 
to the fame words, on the quef- 
tions being repeated, three, fix, or 
even twelve months afterwards. 
In this manner his impofhire had 
been firfl difcovered by Innes, but 
this difgrace to his cloth fupprefied 
what he knew, and joined m the 
fraud, from finifler motives. 

By favour of the Bifhop of Ox- 
ford, who proved a warm advocate 
in his caufe, Pfalmanazar was ena- 
bled to improve himfelf in his 
fludies, and convenient apartments 
were provided for him in one of 
the colleges at that univerfity. To 
impr efi ms new neij^bours at this 
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place with proper ideas of his in- 
tenfe ai\d unceafing application, it 
was his cuftoni to keep lighted 
candles in his room during the 
night, and to fleep in an eafy 
chair; that his bed-maker, finding 
his bed untumblcd (and not failing 
to repeat the circumflance) might 
not fiippofe he indulged in fo un- 
philofophical and illiterate a re- 
irefhment, as going to bed: he 
would alfo occafionally lament the 
noife and interniptions of certain 
young men in an adjoining apart- 
ment, who preferred the joys of 
wine and good fellowfhip, to foli- 
tude and midnight ftudies. 

On his return to London, he 
drew up, at the defire of his ec- 
clefiaftic friends, a Verfion of the 
Church Catechifm, in what he 
called his native tongue, which was 
examined by the learned, found 
regular and grammatical, and pro- 
nounced a real language, and no 
counterfeit. By thefe and other 
conciliating arts, the fupplies of 
his patrons continued liberal, and 
he was enabled to lead an idle, in 
fome inftances, when he was 
thrown off his guard, an extrava* 

fant, and, it is to be feared, occa- 
onally an immoral life : he was 
accufea of engaging in amorous 
intrigue with certain females, more 
diftinguiflied for rank and wealth, 
than purity of manners, or corrcffc 
Condu£k. 

As the perfon of our Formofan 
was far from being attradive, his 
becoming a favorite with women, 
who boafled, that the flower of 
the army, the law, and the church, 
were at their command, may ap- 
pear remarkable. But, when once 
the facred modeily of nature has 
feeen o'cylcaped, there (ccm to be 



no bounds to the extran^^nt ec« 
centricities of female whim aad 
caprice. One of thefe ^ female 
knights errant, who afterwardf 
appeared in another cbaraSer^ \% 
fa id to have declared, in her ufual 
lively way, " I pofiiively fhall 
never be eafy, 'till I have bceqr 
introduced to this ilrange man 
with a hard name, who has beea 
converted by the Jcfuits, fled froitt 
Japan, and eats raw meat in £a* 
gland." 

But many of his friends were 
offended by fuch conduft, the cri-^ 
tics, and, among others, Div^ 
Douglas, " the fcourge of inrpofr 
tors, the terror of quacks," could 
not reft, 'till their doubts and in- 
credulity were juftified ; they poinU 
ed out various abfurdities, asid 
many contradictions, m his nar- 
rative^ as well as in his declanu* 
tions, he was gradually lowered in 
the public efteem, his early bene* 
fa6lors filently withdrew their fup« 
port ; — the fraud was generally un* 
derftood, and the capricious cylk^ 
iility of the public, which is fb 
eager at firft to fwallow barefaced 
improbability, was foon converted, 
by a natural procefs, into the ma^ 
lignity of irritated pride, and th^ 
mean refentment oi mortified va« 
nity ; while thofe who had origi* 
nally given warning againfl \vapoS* 
ture, did not forget to increafe the 
confufion of their opponent, by 
ridicule and farcafm. 

The fituation of this degrade^ 
man became critical ;i dete^ed, 
and almoft deferted, his fuhflflenoe 
was precarious, but having di£» 
played in iiis afTumed chank^ef, 
confiderabie abilities, and baviog 
cultivated an eytenfive acquain- 
tance wi^h 8^ ciaipi 0/ mei^it who 
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have been pronounced the bed 
patrons of literary adventure, he 
was employed by the bookfellers 
in a periodic publication, and laflly 
in the accurate and ufeful, but dry 
and laborious undertaking of a 
Univerfal Hiftory, a confiderabk 
portion of the antient part of 
which, was committed to his care. 
He did .not, during his life, in 
any formal manner, proclaim his 
impofition, and could never be 
prevailed on, to difclofe his real 
name and country (fuppofed to be 
thefouth of France) that he might 
not difgrace his family ; yet he did 
not fcruple confefling his fraud to 
confidential friends, with tears and 
compun(5tion. His repentance was 
fincere, in the opinion of Dr. 
Johnfon, who ufed to fay, that 
the for rows of Pfalmanazar, in 
fpeaking of his deception, were 
heartfelt, ftrong, and energetic, like 
thofe of Peter, after the denial of 
his. Saviour, when he went out, 
and wept bitterly. It was no com- 
mon grief, arifing from blafted 
hopes, but a real hatred of himfelf 
for the crime he had committed, 
and a dread of that punifhment he 
was confcious he deferved ; a pu- 
nifhment which contrition and 
Divine mercy only, were able to 
avert. His frame on thefe occa- 
fions was fhaken and convulfed, 
bis face drowned in tears, and his 
utterance choaked with fobs; a 
fpe6tacle which no feeling man 
could behold without emotion, or 
deny to fuch anguifh, the merit of 
fincerity, and the probable reward 
of Diivine acceptance. 

QUAKERS, a religious fed, 
who, deriving their origin 
from wild enthufiafm, roufed into 
«fiion by intoieranccy • and coa« 



firmed by perfecution, exhibit a 
wonderful example of the impo- 
tence of feverity, in its endeavours, 
to crufh private opinion. 

They have been accufed of he- 
refy, deifm, and of explaining 
away the moft * important Chrii- 
tian doctrines, by unwarrantable 
allegory, or expofing them to ridi- 
cule, by arbitrary literal interpreta- 
tion. The charge of deifm they 
deny, affirming that they believe 
the fcriptures ; hut as the exercife 
of a man's own judgment, is the 
only true Proteftantifm, they claim 
the right of underftanding it in 
their own fenfe ; neither can they 
agree, that the accufation of enthu- 
fiafm is applied with more propri- 
ety to them than to the church of 
England, or any other Chriftian 
church, as all alike hold the necef- 
fity of divine illumination and fu- 
pernatural affiftance in fiilfilling the 
will of God. They believe the 
miracles and propitiatoiy death of 
Chrift ; nor have they any ftrong 
obje£tions to the externals ef Chris- 
tianity, but they vehemently aflert, 
that none of thefe are able to lave, 
without the pra£tic^ of virtue, and 
a ipirit of obedience to that inter- 
nal law of God written in mens 
hearts, and enforced by the gofpel. 

It is to be lamented, that a clafs 
of men fo laudably diftinguifhed 
for a correal difcharge of their 
duties as members of fociety, as 
fathers, hufbands, and friends, 
ihould, in certain trifiing minu- 
tiae of drefs, fpeech, and man- 
ners, counteraft the falutary effects 
which their example, in many ref- 
pe6b fo impreffive, would make, 
if thev mixed a little more in the 
bufy haunts of men, and could 
prevail on themfelves to yield, in 
certain 
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certain non^effentials to the inno- 
cent cuftoms, and harmlefs preju- 
dices of their fellow citizens. 

I fliould hope that fuch a plian- 
cy of difpofition would diffufe a 
defirable portion of their excellent 
nutnners araongd us, and that 
while they caught a fpark of that 
-which gives zeft to life, 'we might 
be induced to imitate a conduct 
which man refpe^ts, and God ap- 
proves. It is Icarcely neceflary to 
remind them, that our Saviour 
often reproved the reclufe unac- 
commodating pride of the Phari- 
fees; that he benevolently aflbciated 
with all ranks, prefided at a wed- 
ding fupper, and from his unfet- 
tered condefcenlion, was reproached 
as a friend, of publicans and 
iinners. 

This fociety attracted the notice, 
and deferved the praife of Voltaire, 
who, during his refidence in En- 
gland, familiarly viiited feveral of 
their leading men, among the 
reft, a Mr. Andrew Pitt, of Hamp- 
ftead, who had the wifdom and 
moderation to know when he had 
enough, and retiring from trade 
with a good confcience, and a 
found conftitution, pafTed the re- 
mainder of a well-fpent life, in a 
faithful difcharge of the focial 
duties, and in preparing for another 
world. 

If I miftake not, he was 'the 
perfon who waited on the late Prince 
of ^ Wales, his prefent majefty*s 
father, to folicit him. in favor of 
a propofed application to parlia- 
ment, for relieving Quakers from 
the payment of mhes. 

" As I am a .friend to liberty," 
faid his Royal Highnefs, " and 
particularly fo to toleration, I 
heartily wiih you fuccefs, but 



make it a rule never to dire6^ my 
friends, or even to vote myfelf in 
parliament, left it might influence 
others : for I confider it as my duty, 
to leave every man to a6t accord- 
ing \o his own confcienee." To 
this declaration, which, if the 
Prince had afcended the throne^ 
he would have found it very diffi- 
cult to have obferved, our Quaker 
replied; " Your not'ons of civil 
and religious liberty afford us the 
greateft fatisfacftion, and the gra- 
cious manner in which you have 
anfwered us, gives as much plea- 
fure, as we fhould have received, 
from having attained the objed of 
our wifhes." 

RAPHAEUS CARTOONS. 
Certain produ^ions of the 
pencil of that great painter on 
facred fubjeds, fo called. 

*' Thefe pictures," faid a cer- 
tain political chara£^er, once dif- 
tinguilhed for his anti monarchic 
virulence, but now a favorite at 
St. James's ; " thefe pictures were 
purchafed with the public money, 
by King William, who Ipved and 
underftood the fine arts, and pof- 
fefled the feelings of a man of tafte, 
as well as the fentiments of a hero ;'* 
A defcription of our great Delive- 
rer, I confefs fomewhat different 
from the opinion I had conceived 
of him. With all. his pnerits as a 
warrior and a ftatefman, the King, 
as I have been taught to think, 
neglected or defpifed the elegant 
produ<5lions of art and imagina- 
tion; painting and poetry were 
under few obligations to him. 

" He built," continues the fame 
gentleman, *' a fuite of apartments 
for their reception at Hampton- 
Court, and \ the Engliih nation 
was permitted to contemplate their 
beauties. 



no 



RAPHAELS CARTOONS. 



beauties, without difficulty. They 
remained in that palace until the 
prefcnt reign, when they were re- 
moved to a lat^ Baronef ifmoky boufe^ 
at the end ofagreatfmoky tvwn^ being 
firft mangled, that they might fit 
their prelent improper," (obferve, 
it is the keen ceconomift, the money- 
getting Chamberlain, who fpeaks,) 
" and ignoble fituation." The 
Roval Procruftes fagacioufly obfer- 
ved, they were too long, and mufl 
bie cut ftiorter." 

•* They are entirely fecluded 
firom the public eye, though pur- 
chafed with the public money be- 
fore the acceflion of the Brunfwick 
family. And while the Kings of 
France and Spain open their col- 
k^lions for the pleafure and im- 
provement of their fubjefts ; En- 
glifhmen are prevented enjoying 
the fight of what may be called, 
the pride of our ifland, a national 
treafure, and by no means private 
property. Surely a bad compli- 
ment to a generous people, who, 
under prodigious public burthens, 
allow their Prince an immenfc 
income." 

The editor thinks it no more 
than juflice to fugged, that he ap- 
prehends the honourable gentle- 
man is miftaken in faying, that the 
pieces in queflion are fhut up from 
public infpe6tion, as he underflands 
that any perfon whofe inclina- 
tions induce him, may be favor- 
ed with a fight, if he is provided 
nxiitb balf-cronvnsy ivill remember 
thoroughly to clean his Jhoes^ and q/k 
no impropa- quejliom^ 

While fpcaking of the arts, the 
fame gentleman obferves, *' I can- 
not but lament, that an opportu- 
nity was lately loft of improving 
public tafle, and decorating a mag- 



nificent ftru6hire, (St. Paul's) with 
the mofl valuable works of Sir 
Jofhua, and other eminent painters, 
owing to the abfurd gothic preju- 
dices of a taftelefs prelate (Dr. Ter- 
rick.) It is thus, that learning and 
fcience have ever been oppofed 
by flupidity and fuperflition." 

I obferve with pleafure, that the 
doors of this cathedral have- been 
opened to the merits of Dr. John- 
fon, and the philanthropy of Mr. 
Howard. ^ 

To obviate an implied cenfure 
of the condu6l of a great perfon- 
age, in the above extraft, which 
I am inclined to think will not ap- 
pear in the honourable author's 
next edition, as his antipathies 
\iist taken another turn, I fhall 
conclude with a well-founded com- 
pliment to George the Third, from 
a late excellent hiftorian : " The 
merit of difcovery has too often been 
ftained with avarice and cruelty ; 
an honourable exception is due to 
the virtue of our own times and 
country. The voyages undertaken, 
by command of his prefent Ma- 
jefly, were infpired by the pure 
ana generoiis love of fcience and 
mankind ; adapting his benefac- 
tions to the different flages of 
fociety, he has founded a fchool 
for painting in the Capitol, and 
has. introduced into the iflands of 
the South Sea, thofe vegetables, 
and animals moft ufeful to human 
life." 

Thefe are imperial works, and 
worthy Kmgs. 

Nothing was wanting to have 
compleated fuch fplendid benevo- 
lence ; but a liberal, free, and un- 
referved communication of all the 
original curious drawings and 
(ketches of thefe, and certain other 
voyages. 



Toyages, printed an3 pubiiflied at 
the Royal expeiice, and given to 
the public at a moderate price. 
Thofe who may not clearly com- 

J)rehend the hint, I refer to the 
atter part of the article affigned to 
Mr. Bruce, in a former volume. 

RATHBOD, King of Fries- 
land, in the leventh century 

, of the Chrjftian aera, a Pagan, and 
originally a perfecufor of Chrifti- 
anity, but almoft converted, by 
Wulfran, Biftiop of Sens, whom 
he promifed he would confent to 
be baptized, if, previous to the 
ceremony, he would give him a 
fatisfaftory anfwer, to an import- 
ant queilion ; to which the prelate, 
in his ieal for procuring fo illuf- 
trious a profelyte, readily agreed. , 
On the day appointed, the 
priefts and the people aflembled, 
and a fplendid proceffion worthy 
a royal convert took place. When 
arrived at the facred font, for it 
was not 'till the baptifm had part- 
ly commenced, that the king pro- 
pofed his queilion ; ^xing his 
eyes flernly on the bifhop, he thus 
addrefled him : " I adjure you in 
the name of Almighty God, that 
God, who, you fey, fent his only 
fon to die for all mankind ; I fo- 
lemnly adjure you to inform me, 
if, in confequence of my baptifmal 

- admiffion into the Chriftian church, 
J (liould hereafter vifit that Hea- 
ven which you have promifed to 
the faithful, whether I (hall meet 
thefpiritsofmy departed anceftors, 
thofe heroes who have greatly lived 
and greatly died; thofe illuflrious 
chiefs, whofe examples it has been 
my pride to follow, and in whofe 
footfteps I would willingly tread?" 
*' I will not deceive you, fir," re- 
plied Wulfran, with more finceri- 
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ty than worldly policy, ** but God 
hath referved to himfclf, only a 
certain number of eleft; the princes 
of whom you fpeak, as they died 
without baptifm, will certainly be 
damned. But for your comfort, 
your royal defcendants, with a 
long train of noble Frifians, who 
(hail believe and be baptized, will 
be hereafter your aflbciates in the 
realms of everlafting blifs." ** I 
cannot admit your inhuman and 
irrational fyftem," replied Rath- 
bod, withdrawing his foot which 
was already in the water, " I pre- 
fer the ancient opinions of my 
forefathers, whofe valour and he- 
roic atchievements, deferve a better 
fate, than that infernal fiery gulf, 
which you defcribe." 

With thefe words the royal fcep- 
tic retired, leaving the hifliop to 
lament his want of orthodoxy, in 
thus giving way to the feelings of 
nature, and the convidions of 
reafon. ' 

RESURRECTION MEN.' 
An irreverend and indecor- 
ous appellation, given to an odious 
and unpopular occupation, to ruf- 
fians, who waking only when others 
ileep, and (talking through the 
midnight gloom, invade the laft 
retreat of the wretched, and plun- 
der the church-yard of its lifelefs 
inhabitants, whilft the drunken 
watchman and the well paid fex- 
ton, (lumber, or will not hear. 

Such are the natural efFufions of 
outraged decency and wounded 
fenfibility, which, if certain late 
accounts are to be. credited, have 
fometimes been (hocked by the 
clay-cold corpfe of a wife, a 
fifter, or a friend, torn from the 
grave to which it had been lately 
configned, aod prefented, muti- 
lated 
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latcd and disfigured, to the recogniz- 
ing eye of fympathy and afFeSion. 

0*er fcenes like thefe I would 
willingly throw a veil, but human 
wants, and human policy, fternly 
demand the following queftion. 
In the various difeafes and acci- 
dents to which we are all expofed, 
do we, or do we not, expe« pro- 
feffional men prepared by lludy, 
and expert from pradice, to afford 
lis apt affiftance? To this quef- 
tion, I believe, mod readers will 
give an inrtmediate anfwer. If then 
we require as we have a right to 
do, if we require fubftantial help, 
does it not feem inconfiflent to 
place difficulties in the way of thofe 
who endeavour to qualify them- 
felves for the talk ? 

While our fleets and armies are 
faid in certain inftances, to have 
fuffered more from their furgeons 
than from the enemy, humanity 
and expedience loudly proclaim, 
.the neceffity of facilitating and dif- 
fufing by all poffible means, medi- 
cal and chirurgic improvement, ^ 
purpofe which may furely be ac- 
coroplifhed, without indecent vio- 
lation. 

I am informed, from good au- 
thority, that an /A6t of Parliament, 
devoting en;ery malefadlor, publicly 
executed, to difleftion, wpuld fur- 
nilh fufficient opportunities for 
ufeful experiment, and anatomical 
inveftigation, befides adding an 
additional and ufeful terror to the 
punilhment. Should fuch an A6t 
take place, I fee no obje£tion to 
increafing the .penalties of thofc 
nocturnal difturbers of the dead ; 
but till that period is arrived, let 
not zeal hurry us into injuftice, 
and induce us to expeft from pro- 
feffional men, a fpecies of know- 
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ledge not very cafily Attained, 
while we punifh the only method 
by which it can at prefent be pro- 
cured. We might as rationally 
blame a Barrifler for faultering on 
a point of law at Weftminfter Hall, 
though we had ourfelves prevented 
his reading the brief, and other- 
wife preparing himfelf to defend 
our caufe. 

WithTefpe6t to the complaints 
of a want of knowledge in our 
navv and army furgeons, I fubmit 
to tnofe, whofe province it more 
peculiarly is, to determine and di- 
re6t fuch matters,- how far it may 
be expedient in government to pay 
fome public lefturer, already efta" 
hlijhed^ (for God deliver us from 
new places and penfions) who 
fhould inftruft, gratis, thofe who 
would regider their names, and 
places of abode, and bind them- 
felves by bond to ferve their country 
when called on; fecuringthem at 
the fame time by the tie of a (lender 
annual allowance, as a retaining 
fee. This mode, and not commit- 
ting public examinations to Miajo^ 
men^ would, probably, fecure many 
a gallant foldier and failor gener- 
oufly bleeding in his country's 
caufe, from the wounds of rafli- 
nefs and the maims of mifguided 
ignorance. 

1^ ETIREMENT. Paft expe- 
J[\. rience, and prefent examples, 
evidently prove that few men, 
however ardently they may wifh 
for it, that few men are qualified, 
for that fituation of all others the 
mod trying to human virtue and 
refolution, the having nothing to do^ 
though it is a ftate which the ma- 
jority of mankind look up to with 
envy and expectation. 

*< Solitude,** fays a facetious 
writer. 
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writer, ^ is often, neceflary, and 
fomctimes agreeable; but I can- 
not help thinking that retirement 
is confiderably improved, by now 
and then having fomebody to tell, 
how pleafant and comfortable a 
thing it is." 

REVOLUTION IN FRANCE, 
a fiibjc(fV, on which I am told, 
a candid and explicit recantation is 
expeded from me. ' 

Yet with all its evils, and all its 
terrible cffeds, from which nature 
and revolting humanity turn their 
weeping eyes, I am ftill of opinion, 
that the great intercfts of mankind 
have received, and *will receive 
from this event, benefits and ad- 
vantages, outweighing in a propor- 
tion beyond calculation, all the ca« 
lamities which have accompanied 
it. 

The labour of breaking the 
flubborn foil of fuperftition, of 
eradicating the thorns and thiflles 
of prejudice, levelling the unac- 
commodating inequalities of ariflo- 
cracy and ufurpation, and fcatter- 
ing the precious feeds of whole- 
fome do£lrine, too often, alas, 
moiftened with tears and blood, 
was a facred duty, an arduous 
tafk, impofed on the prefent gene- 
ration ; but the rich, the glorious 
harveft, will be reaped and enjoyed 
by millions yet unborn. 

For thefe and other reafons, I 
am of opinion, that the fubverfion 
of the French monarchy, is an ob- 
je6t which the phijofopher may 
contemplate with improvement, 
the iincere Chriflian with com- 
fort, and the ftatefman with falu- 
tary dedu6tion ; for I cannot agree 
with a certain verfatileagriculturift, 
who has converted the ploughfhare 
into a two-edgcd fword, with which 



he attacks his former political as- 
fociates, I cannot agree with him, 
that any country luarntdhy France, 
and ftaggcring like her under fplen- 
did but degrading corruptions, will 
refl tranquil and contented; I can» 
not believe that aty people will 
fubmit to the duplicity and corrupt 
countera6tion with which every w- 
lutary meafure was publicly agreed 
to, but privately defeated, during 
the firft meeting, and for a certain 
period after the diffolution of the 
National Aflembly. 

I will not offend by allufions to 
the American waV, or to the avow- 
ed but unproved neceffity which 
rouzed the Britifh Lion againft the 
GallicRepublicjwhen every purpofe 
of a bloody and ruinous war might 
have been fully anfwered, if cool 
difculHon, and amicable negocia- 
tion had been adopted, inftcad of 
malignant refeive, and infolent 
hauteur. I will not . defcribe how 
rapidly Holland, Bhsibant, Liege, 
and the Palatinate were overrun ; 
I muft not compare the voice of 
liberty, to the blafts of thofe mira- 
culous horns, at whofe approach 
the devoted walls of Jericho fell 
down, 

^ I hope, and indeed believe, that 
moft Engliflimen, of all parties, 
lan^ent the maifacres of Paris, 
whether invited by infidious in- 
trigue, or produced by til -timed 
oppoiition; yet, after difentang- 
ling fa6t from harih epithet^ and 
feparating truth from the aggrava- 
tions of keen refentment, the fa- 
ture hiftorian of France will be 
compelled to declare, that the ra- 
habitants of that kingdom weror 
irritated to fufpicion, madnefs, and. 
exce&, by vipers foftered in her 
own boiom, and coafpiring with 

Q^ a hol^ 
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a. hoft of eztf mal enemies ; that 
the fevcrsties exercifed on her fo- 
vereign^ her nobles, her prlefts, 
^nd her citizens, were a^ of felf 
defence, previoufly meditated, and 
in many inflances of aifaflination, 
actually praftifed againfl herfelf; 
that, after all the outcry, their nu- 
merous executions are in h& no 
other than the ufual punifbments 
inflicted, at various times, by all 
new governments on rebellious 
ittbje6ts, and generally coniidered 
as legal and jufli£iable methods, 
for confirming recent authority, fy 
the po^ivers that are, 

I would do every juftice to the 
intrepid zeal, and unconquerable 
attachment of the Princefs de 
Lamballe; I deplore the excefles 
of an exafperated people, whp in 
ber cafe anticipated judicial pro- 
oefs, and outftripped the penalties 
of legal execution. Yet it is a fe6t 
well known to thofe who profefs a 
different opinion, that this imhap- 
py woman was engaged in the moft 
pkrfjdiousj and if they had fuc- 
ceeded, the naoft bloody ftrata^ms; 
that (he was repeatedly cautioned 
againft her imprudent conduft, 
by the deceafed king and queen ; 
;ind that on one occafion, fhe was 
called by this laft of the French 
monarcti^, the Coblentz Plenipo- 
tentiary: I lament her death, 
-which was inHantaneous and mo- 
mentary, though it has been other- 
wife defcribed, in the florid ftyle 
of Mr. Burke's Eulogy on the 
Death of the faithful Miomandre, 
IViiomandre who lived, anJ*wbom 
JMr, Burke knew to be alive at the 
moTmnt he njurote. 

Time, and a fuperintcndmg Pro- 
vidence, can alone determine, if 
the hopes of the emigraiits and 



their allies, apparmidy more de- 
preffed than ever, will again re- 
vive ; but whatever be the event, 
whcdier Paris is deftined to be a 
well-organized Republic, a fccne 
of convulfivc democratic anarchy, 
a defart, or a defpotic court ; from 
what has paifed, deductions may 
be drawn of high import to the 
peace and intereft of mankind, in 
all countries, and under all infhtu- 
tions. 

Every well meant efFort to re- 
form fbte abufe, is highly lauda- 
ble ; but we fliould cautioufly and 
ferioufly examine whether the 
means we ufe, may not produce 
mifchiefs more fatal, than thofe 
we are endeavouring to remove. 
In wielding that immenfe machine, 
the people, let us beware that wc 
do not crufh when we meant only 
to correft, that in Tapping defpo- 
tifm, we do not prepare a breach 
for anarchy and confufion, and 
introduce a flill more degrading 
fpecies of flavery. An enraged 
multitude of fierce pailiods, un- 
bridled appetites, and unenlighten- 
ed underftandings, like other evil 
fpirits, is eafily raifed, but with 
difficulty quelled; and the fame 
fire, which in the furnace of a 
ikilfiil chcmift extracts gold fronv 
ore ; if mifmanaged by ignorance 
or ill defign, will blow up the 
moil coflly materials, and involve 
the artift, his houfe and apparatus, 
in irretrievable ruin. 

Kings, and their defcendants, may 
alfo learn a ufcful leflbn, that go- 
vernments were firft inftituted for 
the welfare of the people, and not 
for the mere purpofes of revenue, 
the corrupt intrigues or profufe 
amufementS' of a court ; that be- 
coming foldicrs, we ccafc not to 
' be 
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be citiseas and men; that fimnd- 
ing armies, fo long the pride of 
monarchs, the terror and ex- 
haufter of their fubje^ts, may, by 
the natural pix>cefs of reafon 
which converts machines into men, 
ultimately prove revolutionary 
iveapons. 

Adminiftratioas in every king- 
dom, may likewife be taught from 
this impreffive fpe6tacle, that 
public bufinefs is generally con«- 
du6led in a manner lavim and 
expeniive; tliat finecures are nu- 
merous, and the falaries of place- 
men enormous beyond all bounds 
of propriety, either with regard 
to the nature of the duties per- 
fM-med, or the unpropitious ftate 
of national finances; that there 
is a degree of rational magnifi- 
cence and decent fplendour, mrly 
compatible with expediency; but 
that every country fhould obferve 
a proportion, between its income 
and its expenditure ; and that it k 
defperation, little fhort of mad- 
nefs, for the princes and public 
fun^ionaries of any nation to re- 
double their expence, and vie in 
tawdry tinfel, trappings, and fu- 
pcrfluous frippery, at a moment 
when diftrefs jpervades almoft 
every rank of lire ; by fuch con- 
du^, the eafe and comfort of 
millions of ufeful members of fo- 
ciety, are too often facrificed to 
the pomp and luxury of the in- 
glorious few ; by a fyftem equally 
iniquitous and inconlident, nations 
become at once, and by the fame 
means, fplendid and wretched. 

That portion of mankind, dig- 
nified by title and defceht, or en- 
riched by fortune, will alfo fee 
the necemty of procuring the ref. 
ped of their fellow fubjedsy by a 



more diligent attention to the du- 
ties of their flations, by intellect, 
tual improvement and winning ac- 
commodation, by private reftitude, 
public decorum, correft condu^^ 
«nd moderate enjoyment ;— — left, 
driven from the nlken pavillions 
of diflipation, excefs, and lawlefe 
paffion, they may be compelled, 
m fome adverfe moment, to e:(i 
claim, with the miferable ej^iles of 
Coblentz; Oua women and ovt^ 

^UPPJSSS HAVE UNDONE US. ' 

There is, alfo, another claim 
which the French I'levolution wijl 
have on mankind, in all countries 
and in all ages; after the weeds 
and poifonous herbs which hare 
fprung up in the rank foil of licen- 
tioufnefs and chimaera, are eradi- 
cated and difperfed ; after a purifi- 
cation of her atDFiofphere, by toi*- 
nados, ftorms, and cpnvulfions; 
when France fhall be pernlitted, 
by the removal of external irrita- 
tion, to return to praHicahle expe^ 
diency^ I hope and truft, not to the 
fatal, peftilential, ftill air of def- 
potifm ; there arc well-founded 
hopes and afiurances, that popery 
will be entirely and everlaftingly 
overfet to its foundation. To def- 
troy a corrupt, unchriftian fuperfti- 
tion, which, at various periods, 
has deluged the world with blood, 
which enfeebles and incapacitates 
the human mind, for a calm en- 
joyment of the comforts and bles- 
fings of civil and religious liberty, 
is furely an important and praife- 
worthy fervice. 

Gracious God ! then Ihall thofe 
fcoffers at the eternal wifdom of 
thy Providence, be put to fhame, 
when true religion, neither defiled 
by craft and mockery, nor debafed 
by felfi(h eftablifhments, with peace 

Q^a and 
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amd freedom • in lier train, ihall 
ilicceed to ages, alternately di (graced 
i>j childifh credulity, fufpicious 
doubt, and ferocious carnage. 

From the mental palfy of abje6t 
flavery, nothing but a (Irong, a 
powerful flimuius, could ever have 
rouzed the Gallic nation ; the fli- 
mulus of a revolutionary fpirit. 

In contemplating the tragic ef- 
fcds of this fevere Herculean re- 
medy, effects evidently exafperated 
by internal enemies, corrupted by 
fireirn gold \ I have fometimes 

{auled with emotions of pity and 
orror. 1 could npt help confi- 

dering the agitated republic, as an 
immenfe (hip (that ape and favo- 
rite iimile of antiquity) as an im- 
menfe fhip, aifaiied by the whirl- 
winds of Auflria and Pruifia, the 
how^ngs of the emigrants, the 
boiflerous billows, the concealed 
rocks, and devouring quickfands, 
of domeflic tyrants and internal 
infurre6iion. 

The condu£^drs oi the revolu- 
tion finding their number confider- 
ably diminiftied, by the flight, the 
delinquency, and the punifhment 
of many of their original coadju- 
tors ; who, terrified by the perils 
of the deep, attempted retrogade 
meafures, in a fituation, where 
exertion and getting on could alone 
cnfure life and public fafety : thefe 
undaunted commanders, lenfible of 
the importance of their voyage, 
and obferving the (hip's company 
terrified and depreflfed by the rage 
of contending elements, opened 
the cordial intoxicating tlores of 
political information, public fpirit, 
and revolutionary principles. The 
exhaufted feamen, drinking deep, 
and fwallowing, with avidity, the 
refiorative draughts, returoed with 



new and wonderful fupplies a( 
ftrength and fpirit to the poft of 
danger. The buffetings of winds 
and waves were not able to over- 
power enthufiafm like-theirs, with 
refolution and reafon prefiding at 
the helm ; and^ if the relater is 
not cgregioufly midaken, they will 
ultimately (leer their veflel to the 
wt(hed-for port. 

This, and other events, are ftiil 
in the womt^ of time ; but, unfor- 
tunately, the magic eflFeds of the 
Circaean cup they drank of, flill 
affe6t the failors, and when the 
caufes for which the miraculous 
infiifion was given, have almoft 
ceafed (for the boreas of Pruffia 
has been hu(hed to a goUeu calm) 
their confiitutions, unufed or not 
adapted to fuch potent in^edients, 
incur the rilk of fuffenng from 
their effe6b, calamities almoft equal 
to thofe they have already (haken 
off. Such, alas, is the imperfec- 
tion of human effort ! — fuch the 
price at which the moft valuable 
of our bleflings muft be purchafed ! 

So bitter, alas, fo deadly, at 
times, has proved the revolution- 
ary bowl, that a candid and un- 
prejudiced obferver of the prefent 
date of Europe, after a paufe of 
wonder and a figh of regret, is 
almoft tempted to think, that, un- 
der moft circumftances of national 
grievance, it would be better to 
fit down contented under common 
•evils, than incur the ri(k of in- 
creafing them by crude fpeculation, 
plaufible theory, and ineffectual 
refi dance. 

Paft experience, and prefent ex- 
ample, confirm a melancholy truths 
that teazing imperfe6tion, and in- 
veterate abufe, have gradually 
wouad themfelves into the heart 

of, 
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fif, and imperceptibly marred, the 
noblefl inflitutions. Yet how often 
has the flatefmen, how often has 
the philofopher, confeffed, that in 
ihaking off Egyptian bondage, we 
have only exchanged the clay, the 
ftraw, and the tafk-mafter, of fome 
unrelenting Pharaoh, for the pe- 
rils of the deep, the idolatrous 
deiuiions ^f popular itifatuation, 
the famine and wilds of the defart, 
from which the miraculous inter- 
pofition of a God of Ifrael, is 
alone able to extricate and guide 
us. 

But, in purfuing fuch precaa- 
tionary refie6lions, we'muft be 
careful not to fall into the oppofite 
extremes of paflive obedience and 
non-refiftance ; the happy medium 
it is eafier to imagine, than point 
out ; there is a ftate of lawlefs li- 
berty, of popular freedom, un- 
bounded by whoFefome reftraint, 
and degenerating into depravity 
and licentioufneS ; a war with 
decency, clean linen, and fmali 
cloaths, to which I fhould prefer 
the condition of a gajley fl^ve, 
chained to his oar. There is aifo 
a vile degrading degree of tyranny 
and oppreffion, which checks and 
palfies ev^ry virtuous emotion, 
and every adlive principle ; in fuch 
a wretched deprivation of all which 
gives zeft to life, infurreftion would 
be the moft facred of duties. 

In thefe obfervations on the French 
revolutio n, and its probable efFe£ts, 
I will not, I have not denied, the 
various, the deplorable difaflers, 
with which it has been accompa- 
nied; I have not -endeavoured to 
palliate or conceal the errors or 
the crimes of its agents ; falfe af- 
fertion, and partiad fuppreflion, 
are uniieceflary,^ and unworthy of 



a good caufe, which to gaih advo- 
cates, needs only to be known. I 
have not, I flatter myfelf, I have 
not, like Mr. Burke, cloathed an 
unprincipled female, of athletic 
form and loofe manners, in the 
gaudy colours of the rainbow, and 
the ceftus of virtue, love, and the 
graces. I have not defcended to 
the unmanly fcurrillity of brand- 
ing the lower orders of fociety, or 
all who differed from me in opi- 
nion, with the opprobrious names 
of fwiniih multitude, atheifl's, and 
a cut-throat rabble ; I have not 
difgraced the deconim of a legifla- 
tive afTembly, and the manners of 
a gentleman, by adopting the phra- 
feology of Billinfgate, by calling 
the minifter of a great country, a 
thief and a pickpocket, though at 
the moment, the perfon calumni- 
ated was remarkable for urbanity 
of manners, correft condu6t, and 
unblemifhed life, and far fuperior^ 
in literary and political abilities, 
to the hot-headed minion who de- 
famed him. I have not decorated 
a good-natured Silenus, a glutton, 
and a bon-vivant, wholly occupied 
in the fenfual gratifications of his 
bed, his pullet, and his bottler I 
have notcloathed fuch an animal in 
the dignified garb of phiiofophy 
and wifdom. 

I have paid no regard to thofe 
vile,'thofe interefted declaimei-s, 
who defcribe the Englifh as a dis- 
fatisfied and feditious race, whom 
no king can govern, and no Gpd 
can pleafe. That ferious evils and 
abufes, which eafily may, and un- 
doubtedly ought to be redrelTed, 
certainly exifl, mofl good, mofl 
diiinterefted men agree ; for I 
equally defpife the felfifh, the ob- 
vioully felfiih outcry of penfioners, 

tools, 
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Vfohf and haagers-on upon rich 
lineaires, under whatever name 
or fandion thev may afTemble, as 
) Wpuld zealouify refift the preach- 
ers of fedidon, anarchy, and con* 
fiifion. 

A few honed efforts towards 
fdief would infbintly foothe all 
. cmnplaints ; and I could produce 
to Mr. Pitt the heads of an ad of 
parliament, I truft and hofe no 
veiy unconftitutional remedy^which 
would (ilence every clamour. In- 
deed, fo;ne deciiive public proof 
ff a difinterefled attention to the 
prefent diflrelled circumilances of 
|dl ranks of fociety, feems necef- 
iary on the part of government ; 
fiich condud, whether' the reins 
are held by the partizans of a Port- 
land, a Pitt, a Hawkefbury, a Fox, 
or a Lanfdowne, (for it is no 
longer a queftion of fadion or 
party, but of abfolute political 
liecelfity, which cannot be evaded) 
iiich a meafure would operate far 
beyond the weak expedient of 
alarming proclamations, and the 
invidious interference of petty fuf- 
picion, which, I fear, will pro- 
duce or aggravate the miichief it 
propofcs to prevent. 

To a clafs of reafoners, who, I 
believe, with the bed intentions, 
fet themfelves againft public amend* 
ment, on the ground that we are 
a flourifhing, wealthy people, hap- 
py at home, and refpe6ted abroad ; 
that alteration cannot make us bet- 
ter, that we fhould let tvell alone ; 
I anfwer, that to the affluent, the 
elevated, the great, and the com- 
petent, who are gayly floating 
down the tide of fame, fortune, 
and fuccefs, the prefent, without 
alteration, is certainly a comfort- 
able and defirablc fyilem ; but my 



contented friends (hould reooile£!'» 
that the majority of mankind, 
perhaps fcarce one in fifty, come 
under this defcription; and that 
juftice (hould induce us, as well 
as felf-interefl, to pay fome atten- 
tion, and make fome provifion for 
the comfort and fatisfa6tion of io 
coniiderable a number of our fcU 
low creatures, pining under the 
united preflure of penury and hun* 

" What would the^ trouble- 
fome, thefe miftaken men, be do* 
ing ?" faid a Biftiop of Salifbury, 
in a former reign, fitting at his 
table, profiifely covered with the 
various produce of the feafons, 
** what would they be doing ? I 
am at a lofs to guefs at the hard- 
ihips they experience, or what evils 
are felt by the church. Things 
cannot be better than they are." 
He waflied down the chagrin he 
felt from the temporary interrup- 
tion of a propoied application 
for the relief of the inferior cler» 
gy, in a bumper of Burgundy, 
while a wretched curate, whofe 
defcendant is now at my elbow, 
lefs than fix miles from the epifco- 
pal palace, and furrounded by a 
numerous offspring, was endea* 
vouring to keep foul and body to. 
gether on fix and thirty pounds a 
year. — ^Thc inferences to be drawn 
from this epifcopal anecdote, touch 
us too nearly to require applica- 
tion. 

The contemplation of twenty- 
five millions of JIav<s converted 
into men, has, I fear, hurried me 
at times into unbecoming warmth 
of exprefiion ; the animating, the 
eleftnc nature of my fubjeft, mufl 
plead my excufe. But whilft I 
iiibmit, without repining, to the 
various 
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Tlu*toiis cdrre^Hons beftowed on 
tliis comi>ilation, from which I 
hope to profit ; I prefumc it is not 
ncccflary to refute Mr. Bufke's 
aflertiori, that a country on the 
verge of bankruptcy, and labour- 
ing under the complicated excefles 
of a defpotic military monarchy, 
venal courts of law, a degenerate 
Mobility, rioting in privilege and 
exemption, and a corrupt, oppief- 
five ecclefiaftic eftablifliment, had 
already a good government. The 
rererfe to the declarations of this 
illuftrious backflider from genuine 
whiggifm, will, I believe, be found 
a felf-evident propofition. Shall I 
rtotice the popular prej;idice, which 
I hope is gradually diminifhing, 
that an admirer of the nenv model 
in France, as a great perfonage 
generally calls it, muft of courfe 
be a preacher of fedition, violence, 
murdef, and confufion, and an 
tocmy to the fitm of the Englifh 
conftitution, which Mirabeau once 
called an abfolule monarchy, bur- 
theiied and expcnfively incumbered 
with a complex republican machi- 
nery. 

I cannot agree ia opinion with 
this ingenious but corrupt French- 
man; for, I thank God and our 
forcikthers, the King of England 
is reftrained by the omnipotence 
of law, that a certain portion of 
«ur members of parliament are re- 
prefentatires a6lualfy chofen by 
fhc voice of the people, and that 
the evanefcent privileges and ex- 
emptions of our nobility, with a 
few proper exceptions in their 
judicial and legillative capacities, 
'are, as they ought to be, little more 
than nominal ; that the exertion of 
our ecclefiaftic code, is languid, 
and I hop« nearly countcra^cd by 



the good feiife and !pirit of the 
times; that notwithftanding the 
fliamefiil inequality of church re- 
venue, men of merit arc occaiion- 
ally rewarded. But what is more 
important than all, the conftitu- 
tion of this realm, contrary ta that 
of France, which required over- 
fetting from its foundation, th» 

CONSTITUTION OF THIS NATION^ 
CONTAINS WITHIN ITSELF, APT, 
PROPElt, AND SAFE REMEDIES, 
FOR ITS OWN EVILS AND DISEASES, 

were they ferioufly and honeftly 
applied without feditious purpofc, 
or what is to the full as injurious, 
the ftale, unmanly, but oft prac- 
ticed (late juggle, of tmpofing oi? 
and cheating the people, by hold- 
ing forth to them vifiqnary irn- 
pra6licable theories pf reform, 
without a wi(h or defign, that they 
fhall ever be really and fubftan* 
tially put in pra<5trce. 

On this aweful and highly in- 
terefting fubje<a, I beg leave to im- 
prefs on the mind of Mr. Pitt and 
his coadjutors, from whatever 
quarter, expediency and ftate po- 
licy may have colle6^ed the varie- 
gated gi'oupe, that the Englifh peo- 
ple are well convinced, a minifter, 
in the prefent parliamentary fys^ 
tern, can never be fnccefsfully op- 
pofed in any tolerably decent mea- 
fure, if he fincercly has it at heart. 
Whh fuch convi<5lions, which nei^ 
ther fophiftry, plaufibility, or thtf 
violence of Mr. Burke, can over- 
fet, I earneftly intreat the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and M f. 
Dundas, without wiihing to inter- 
rupt the feftivity of a Wimbledon, 
or a Downing-ftreet dinner, I 
earneftly intreat them to conftder 
with what emotions of refentment 
we fliall hear them fay, ^ We prot 

pofed 
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pofed fuch and fuch meafures, but 
they were carried againft us by a 
large majority." 

But whilft we congratulate our 
continental neighbours on the tri- 
umphant progrefs of reform, we 
may perhaps, be permitted without 
offence, to turn an anxious eye to. 
the ftate of Great Britain, and 
enquire if our invaluable freehold 
has been injured by fraud, invaded 
by violence, or refined away by 
the quibbles of chicane: it iu rely 
is our duty to examine, if imper- 
fe£tions produced by corruption or 
decay, may not be removed; if 
improvements, fuggefted by the 
a6tive fpirit of modern invefliga- 
tion, may not be fafely introduced 
by the prudent hand of patriotifm, 
animated by zeal, corrected hy 
moderation, and guided by good 
fcnfe. 

In taking fuch a furvey, it can- 
not be denied, that many late mea- 
fures, and many exploded pofitions 
Supported by Mr. Reeves, and 
other government writers, are glar- 
ingly inconfiftcnt with the liber- 
ties of Engl lAi men, and the boafted 
fi-ecdomof the Britifli Conftitution. 

But it has been (aid in reply, 
that a licentious and feditious 
fpirit had gone forth, probably a 
poifonous fume from Mr. Burke's 
Alembic of Hell, which it was ne 
ccfTary to counteract by the pow- 
erful antidotes of rigid ena^ment, 
vigilant precaution, and by 
ftrcngthening the hands of govern- 
ment, and indeed all good men, 
jigainft the rapid and ruinpus in- 
roids of principles, which engen- 
dering into aftion, threatened to 
loofen the bands of fociety, and 
break down the barriers of law, 
property and fecuritjr^ 
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Whilft I confefs I have; not fcen 
the neceffity of fuch meafures, I 
will not deny the merit of good 
defign, to thofe who have; perhaps 
fomething was proper, yet I hope 
and truft, that when that occadon 
fliall ceafe, the means which have 
been employed will ceafe alfo ; 
that when peace, *'*' ilia ilia quam 
faepe optavimus," when peace (hall 
happily revifit the land, fhe will 
bring juftice and mercy in her 
train: and that Englilhmen will 
then be reftored to privileges, which 
nothing but ftern neceility and 
public fafety paramount to all con- 
fiderations, fliould ever have in- 
vaded, and which cAight never to 
be yielded up without alarm, jea- 
lou fy, and fear. 

At that aufpicious period, it 
will be worthy the attention of our 
governors to decide on the bufinefs 
of public melioration, and at once 
remove a plaufible fource of de- 
clamation, irritation and difcon- 
tent ; and I conclude an article, I 
fear already too tedious, by exhort- 
ing minifters to let their practice 
and profeilions go hand in hand. 
I need not point out to men who 
exhibit frequent inftances of fen- 
fibility, as well as political acumen, 
the glaring, the abfurd inconfis- 
tency of an advocate for frugality 
and o^conomy, being loaded with 
a plurality of places, iinecures, 
and penfions; fuch men (hould 
prove the iincerity of their inten- 
tions, by impofing a felf-denying 
ordinance on themfelves ; I will 
not deny the various, the impor- 
tant benefits rendered to this coun- 
try, by many of his Majefty's 
minifters ; but no fervices, civil, 
military, ecclefiaftic, or judicial, 
by any niaU} can fairly entitle « 
public 



public fun6^ionary to more than 
three thoufand a year. When no- 
ble lords, and eminent commoners 
recoiled from what fources, and 
from whom the various humble 
units mud be collefted, which 
form their incomes, I am at a 
lofs to guefs how a liberal and 
humane man can fit down with a 
quiet confcience, eaiy and content- 
ed, with receiving from an ex- 
hauiled exchequer, feven, eight, 
and in^fome inftances, ten thou- 
sand POUNDS a year. 

REYNOLDS, Sir JOSHUA, 
Prefident of the Royal Aca- 
demy, almofl againfl his will, and 
a painter, as eminent for the maf- 
terly cxcrcife of his pencil, as the 
candour and benevolence of his 
character. 

Our worthy knight, who died 
fince my former volumes, produced 
a train of fervile imitators, who, 
if they w6uld have been fatisfted in 
their efforts to attain his excellencies, 
would not have excited contempt : 
but, their copying with culpa- 
ble indufby, and defpicable ex- 
adnefs, his ohvhus nrws^ remind; 
us of the bafe flatterers of Alex- 
ander the Great, who, without 
one pretence to that monarch's 
heroifm in battle, and moderation 
in victory, felefted an obliquitjr of 
one of his ihoulders, as the fervile 
objeft of their imitation. 

Thefe puny infects of the brufli, 
thefe murderers of oil and canvas, 
fhould recoUe^^, that nothing but 
the Prefident's fuperiority of genius 
could excufe that varfiO'/ttania^ 
which of late years fo unhappily 
poiTefl him. Thefe drivellers ihould 
be reminded, that, in their cpmpo- 
fitions, an unweildy mafs of paint 
i;annot difguife impotence of in- 
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vention, nor an ocean of glarin|r 
varniih, make us forget a total 
want of effect. 

Long and loud are the com- 
plaints, that the pictures of Sif 
Jofhua; like other earthly bleffing, 
are tranfitoty^ and of fliort dura- 
tion. May I be permitted, but 
with due fubmiffion, to fugged atf 
opinion on the fubjedt. The painter 
was unwilling, that the unnatural ' 
made up tbmgs^ the gewgaws of 
modem quality and fafhion, that 
the fallow, unfocial fadnefs of the 
haughty 'nabob, the unmeaning 
vifage of city dullnefs, with a long 
lift of fharpers, hftrfe-jockies, gam- 
biers, and buffoons, fhould be 
handed down to poflerity by his 
immortal pencil ; as an artift and 
a good natured man, he could, not 
without offence, turn away any 
one from his door. 

Blending thlrefore, on his pal- 
let, a due propoition of politenefs 
to others, with fome regard for his 
own poflhumous fame, to thefe 
mifttthen creatmes^ who forget that 
oblivion and non-exiftence is their 
only heaven, he affords the fhort- 
lived fatisfa6bion of materials like 
then^felves and their memories, 
temporary, glittering, and perifh- 
able. To day in the drawing-room, 
to-morrow in the garret, or the 
dungeon of the broker. 

But beauty breathing on the 
^anvas, and worth, which we ve- 
nerate or lament, thall be handed 
down to after times. 

The fpeeches of this artift to 
the Roy^l Academicians, contain 
much ingenious theory, and mufh 
ufeful praAical advice j and the 
notes which he communicated to 
his friend Mafpn^ for that gentle- 
man's (nmilalion of DufcefQojs 
K evince 



lad 



RICHARDSON. 



cviyice much daffical erudition, 
9nd prove him to have been no 
fuperficial fludier of the antient 
fc^ools. 

His druggie, when among the 
pretenders to tafle and virtd, be- 
tween his judgment and his po- 
Utenefs, has been admirably hit off 
py Goldfmith, in his poem of Re- 
taliation. 

When they judged without tafte, 
he was flill hard of hearing, 

But when they talk'd of their 
Raphaels, Corregio, and fluff. 

He puird down his 'trumpet, 

• and took out his fnufF. 

Every friend ^f the fine arts 
will lament the lofs, and previous 
mental deprefiion of an able man, 
who, without fplendid talents, 
wou Id have conciliated the love and 
efleem of mankind, and remarka- 
ble in his day for innocent hilarity, 
and attic hofpitallty. 

Of this amiable man, who died 
fince the publication of my former 
edition. Dr. Johnfon once obferv- 
ed, " He is the mofl invulnerable 
man I know ; if I were to quarrel 
with him, Reynolds is a man of all 
9thers I fhould find it mofl difficult 
to abufe." 

It would be a curious and in- 
fbru^tive fpecies of modern anec- 
dote, to know and to relate the 
hiftory and the fate of an apart- 
ment, and its contents, allotted by 
Sir Joihua, to pidures, which had 
teen never paid or fent for. I 
underfland they were numerous; 
fuch a narrative would involve in 
it a leflbn for human vanity, which, 
iu the thoughtlefs delirium of dif- 
fipation, exnaufls itfelf in the ex- 
penfive whims of fuperfluity, for- 
getting the foUtary comfortlefs hour 
of peaury, which fafi approaches. 



Were I admitted, into what I 
once called, this Paradife of Fools, 
my eye would inflantly be fixed, 
by the portraits of a family, who 
onc6 blazed in a meridian of fafhi- 
onable fplendor — a family, the re- 
fidence of which, it would be now 
difficult to determine ; fhifting pro- 
bably on expedients, and exiting 
in fordid obfcurity, in the worffi 
room, of the worft flreet, of fome 
fhabby town, in a cheap province 
on the continent. 

RICHARDSON, Mr. t prin- 
ter, and a man of genius, 
whom I have been accufed of treat- 
ing irreverently, in Smollett's arti- 
cle, by the doating admirers of 
Grandifon and ClarifTa. 

I have not, 1 confefs, changed 
my opinion; and it appears evi- 
dent, that our ingenious writer, a 
man, in other refpedls, of flrid 
morals, relaxed, as in life is too 
often the cafe, fomewhat relaxed 
the flern integrity of his princi- 
ples, in the two-fold capacity of 
author, and proprietor of a prefs. 
When writing in his clofet, he did 
not forget the compofitor over his 
head ; and, while he indulged the 
bewildering prolixity of his novels, 
extended beyond all bounds of pa- 
tience or propriety, he did not 
lofe fight of the profit, and flerling 
value, of fo many pages of letter 
prefs. 

As the charge raifed againfl me 
on this fubje£^, has been brought 
forward by a female advocate for 
Richardfon, I cannot do better, 
than produce an inflance of a fair 
critic, of confiderable repute, who, 
in a great meafure, agrees with mc 
in opinion. 

** Richardfon," fays the writer 
I <}uote| a French woman, and a 
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Bvely writer, ** Richardfon is a 
worthy man, but prolix to a dread- 
ful degree. Clarifla, the beauti- 
ful, the all-perfed Clariffa, has a 
brother, and fitter, who referable 
her in nothing; their chara61:er& 
are a union of roughnefsand folly, 
fpite, obftinacy, and impertinence ; 
her father unnaturally cruel; his 
wife perfeft in the doctrines of 
obedience to her hulband, but 
defpotic to every one elfe, though 
both governed by their fon. Two 
uncles, and an aunt, the counter- 
part of their mother, a pert waiting 
maid, and a villainous canting hy- 
pocrite, form the domeftic groupe. 

** Lovelace is a ihocking liber- 
tine, with, at firft, a few rays of 
goodnefs, but thefe totally difcor- 
dant with the latter part of his 
conduct. His obliging Mifs Har- 
lowe, to whom he is introduced, 
by an improbable miftake, to re- 
fiife the offer of his hand, is ma- 
naged with much addrefs, as is 
alfo the art with which the rake 
turns the abufe and ill ufage of the 
family, to advantage, in forward- 
ing his intercourfe with Clarifla. 
Of all thefe events, Mifs Howe, 
the fprightly friend and correfpon- 
dent, is informed." 

This Lady, with the feeds of a 
vixen, and the difpofitions of a 
termagant, ftrongly budding forth 
in her character, has the effeft of 
exhibiting virtue in its moft unin- 
viting form, and calls to our re- 
coUeSion, the expreflion of an 
unhappy woman, precipitated from 
honour and affluence, to contempt, 
penury, and difgrace ; but celebra- 
ted in the annals of modem gal- 
lantry. Irritated by fome flight 
inadvertency or negledt, Ihe ejt- 



claimed, ** I will be tindond, if I 
is only out of fpite." 

** Mifs Howe's humorous fallies 
on the unaccountable folly of the 
Harlowes, are happy ; her vivacitv 
and fpirit of refiftance, are well 
contrafted, with the meek pliabi- 
lity of her friend. 

** After a long and tedious feries 
of fetters, which tire our patience, 
without interefting our feelings, 
Lovelace makes ufe of the blind 
violence of the Harlowes, and the 
wretched Soames, to entice Cla- 
rifla into the fnare of an elope- 
ment. 

" Here the author apparently 
forgets himfelf; he makes Mrs; 
Harlowe, whom he has defcribed 
as a good mother, as well as a 
good woman, guilty of the barba- 
rity of preffing a much loved 
daughter to a marriage with a man 
fhe loathes and detefts. Can any 
praife be due to fuch a parent? 
Is fhe to be guilty of an odious 
crime, to pleafe an auftere and 
tyrannical hulband ? Ought not 
Mr. Richardfon to have made Mrs. 
Harlowe fland forth, as every fen- 
lible woman, as every good mother 
would, and ought to have done, 
on fuch an occafion, to prevent fo 
much harfhnefs, violation and co- 
ercion ? 

" Such, I aver, would have been 
the language of nature and reafon, 
from which no good writer fhould 
depart. Perhaps the author wifhed 
to Ihew the danger of a temper 
too yielding and nibmiflive ; I be- 
lieve he might have fpared himfelf 
the trouble, thefe are not commtmly 
the faults of <ix)omen\ (it is a Lady 
ivho fpeaks,) Here and there fome 
may be found fubjeft to them, but 
R 2 I appre- 
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I apppreliend it is an imperfe^on, 
. which will not fpread very far. 

** After ClarilTa had quitted her 
fiither*s houfe, it was the firfl defign 
of Lovelace to put her virtue to 
the ted; but in the overwhelm* 
ing and well defcribed tranfports, 
produced by gazing on fo much 
beauty and merit, and refleding, 
that ihe had put herfelf into his 

Jower, the right (Irmg of his 
eart, in other inilances, an abo- 
minable and abandoned one, is 
powerfully touched ; and he offers 
' immediate marriage, which Ihe re- 
jc&s with difdain. 

** For this Mifs Howe, like a 
ienfible woman, feverely cenfures 
her, and adds, emphatically, that fhe 
really has no choice left, but to mar- 
ry Lovelace ; that fhe will be unfor- 
tunate indeed, if fhe is not able to 
reform his manners, but that fhe 
has put herfelf under the irrevo- 
cable necelfity of becoming his 
wife, fir that it is better to be unfir* 
tmatCy than diJBmowred. 

" Here," continues the French 
Lady, a good cafuift as well as 
critic, " here is the great fault of 
Richardfon's romance. A girl who 
quits her father's houfe with a 
Jover, (hould certainly take the 
firfl opportunity of making him 
her huiband ; we are accountable 
to God for our virtue, and to man 
for our reputation. If the man- 
ners of Lovelace were depraved, 
there was the more immediate ne- 
ceffity for fuch a proceeding, as a 
cenforious world would never al- 
low, that^ykA a man, had re- 
fpe^^ed the honour of any woman 
in his power. The hope to recon- 
cile herfelf to her parents, was 
ridiculous ; after the ftep fhe had 
taken, they could only egardheri 



as a daughter whofe honour was 
lofl. 

" Should I ever fo far forget 
myfelf, as to run. away with a 
footman, I would rather be accu- 
sed of meannefs in marrying, than 
of vice in continuing with him, 
out of a flate of wedlock; he 
fliould place me with creditable 
people, who could anfwer for my 
condu^, or make me inflantly his 
wife. I find nothing which is not 
preferable to the lofs of reputation, 
except the crime which occafions 
it. Now there is no crime in a 
hafe alliance, and f^ill iefs in fuch 
a one as Clariifa might have made. 
The only anfwer fhe gives to thefe, 
and many other fimilar arguments 
of Mifs Howe, is, that he is not 
preffing enough." 

But a woman who has eloped, 
mufl not be too fqueamifhly nice 
as to eticjuette, more particularly 
in rendering juflice to herfelf, on 
a point fo neceflary and eflcntial. 
I have heard of a Lady, who, on 
an expedition to Gretna-Green, 
vowed vengeance againfl her lover, 
for venturing on an innocent kifs 
asthe)^ palfed'Over Berwick-bridge; 
and, irritated by his indecorous 
conduift, in this particular alone, 
a£kually returned unmarried to 
England- Here the inamorato, 
turned the tables againfl her, cir- 
culated a report, that he found 
her^fo forward and cloying on the 
road, that he was furfeited, and 
repented of his bargain; and the 
unfortunate woman, in fpite of a 
good (kin, and twenty thoufand 
pounds, lived repentant, and died 
an old maid. 

RIGBY, RICHARD, a Suffolk 
fox-hunter, a bon-vfvant of 
fbcial habits, and convivial talents, 
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and laftlvy Pa3miafier General ; an 
appointment, the emoluments of 
which, during the American war, 
with his other appointments, 
amounted to upwards of fifty thou- 
fand pounds a year; at an interval, 
when Englifh princes, nobles, com- 
manders, and fenators, were wan- 
dering incognito, in mendicant ob- 
fcurity, over the continent ; and 
the honour, revenue, and com- 
merce of Great Britain were bleed- 
ing at every pore; while furround- 
ing nations beheld our fituation 
with ftcrn hoftility, or felfifli in- 
difference ; and I exult in reiiefl- 
ing, that (ince this alarming pe- 
riod, we have not b^en without 
opportunities of repaying their in- 
gratitude, as political ingratitude 
ought ever to be repaid. 

The early life and habits of 
Mr. Rigby, were not calculated to 
enforce ceconomy; according to 
the fafbionable or the foolifh man- 
ners of the age, mortgages, money- 
lenders, Sudbury dinners, and 
White's Chocolate Houfe, had 
made deep inroads on his paternal 
cftate, originally refpe6table, and 
derived from a mercantile founda- 
tion in the city, before he had 
perfeftly attained the age or art of 
properly enjoying it ; and he might 
have lived to deplore his impru- 
dence, in abje6t dependance, or 
the teazing expedients of an empty 
purfe, had not the turf, which 
helped to diminiih, afforded him 
an opportunity of redeeming his 
fortune. 

The grandfether of the prefent 
Duke of Bedford, had given great 
offence to the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood of Litchfield, by 
an improper and unfair interfe- 



rence at their races, and as it was' 
by no means (afe or eafy, effedhi- 
ally to puniih a man, fortified by 
rank, privilege and wealth, they 
at lad determined to beilow on 
this illuilrious offender, manual 
correftion. The over -bearing 
condud of the Duke, in fome 
matter relating to the Parting of 
the horfes, and their weights, in 
which he had no kind of right to 
interpofe, foon afforded the con- 
federates an opportunity of exe- 
cuting their purpofe; he was in a 
moment feparated from his atten- 
dants, furrounded by the party, 
huftled, and unmercifully horle- 
whipped by an exafperated country 
attorney, with keen refentments 
and a mufcular arm. The lawyer 
perfevered in this fevere, but 
wholfome difcipline, without being 
interrupted by his Grace's outcries 
and repeated declarations, ^' that 
he was the Duke of Bedford," an 
afiertion, which Mr. Humphries^ 
the aifailant, pofitively denied, ad- 
ding, " that a peer of the realm 
would never have conduced him- 
felf in fo fcandalous and unhand- 
fome a manner :" the matter foon 
circulated over the courfe, and 
reaching Mr. Rigby's ear, he burft 
through the crowd, refcued the 
diftrefled peer, completely threfhed 
his antagonid, and prote£ted the 
Duke off the ground. 

A lervice io effential, at a cri- 
tical jun6ture, and at the imminent 
peril of his own perfon, naturally 
called forth in the Ruffel family, 
every exertion of gratitude and 
friendfhip. Mr. Rigby became fo 
diftinguifhed a favourite at Bed- 
ford-houfe, and with the Dutchefs, 
that he acquired the name of 
Bloomfbury 



136 



RIGBY. 



Bloomftury Dickf and was foon 
after chofen member for Tavis- 
tock; nor did their powerful in- 
fluence forfake him, 'till he was 
appointed to the mod lucrative 
oflicc in the gift of the crown. 
During the viceroyfliip of his pa- 
tron, he alfo enjoyed feveral polls 
in Ireland, but ftiared the Duke's 
impopularity, and is faid on one 
occafion, to have narrowly efcaped 
with his life, from public indig- 
nation, by being conveyed on (hip- 
board in a hogfhead. 

From the firft onfet of his for^ 
tunate career, no revolution of 
parties ever threw him back, and 
his paflage through life, 'till his 
laft illnefs, is faid to have been in- 
terrupted by few of thofe diftrefles 
and inquietudes, which in a greater 
or lefs proportion, fall to the lot 
of mod men; this circumftance 
was (Irongly corroborated by a 
countenance defcriptive of fefiive 
conviviality, and a heart at eafe* 
which he ufed to declare, he could 
only attribute to never having 
been married. Yet, an indifference 
towards women is a crime I mean 
not to lay to his charge, he in- 
dulged this paflion in a latitude 
culpable, and fomewhat extraor- 
dinaiy in a corpulent epicure, a 
profefled amateur of the luxuries 
of the table, in whom the pungent 
irritations of love are fuppofed to 
be fheathed, and rendered in a 
great degree inert, by roafles of 
fat. According to the Spaniih 
proverb, a votary of Bacchus can- 
not long continue a favourite of 
Venus, as high living, however 
it may ftimulate for the moment, 
is proved, by the experience of 
ages, to be a producer of lifllefs 



fatiety, an enervator and relaxer 
of our fibres. 

The writer of this article has 
often been in company with two 
of Mr. Rigby's acknowledged na- 
tural children, and has often had 
occafion to remark, that three of 
the handfomeft women he knew, 
were the wives of men, provided 
for by the liberality, or gratitude of 
the paymafter of the forces. 

It is hardly necelfary to obferve, 
that he continued a firm and con- 
fiftent fupporter of government 
during the American war ; aflail- 
ed by fo many thoufand bright ar- 
guments, where is the man who 
could refift their influence ? Though 
by no means an orator, or fre- 
quent parliamentary fpeaker, he 
was generally heard with attention, 
when he thought his communica- 
tions either uleful or necelfary to 
the bufinels; and by keeping to 
the queftion, which our long- 
fpeech-makers are fo apt to for- 
get, as well as by a correft ac- 
quaintance with the " Lex et 
Confuetudo Parliamenti," great 
deference was paid to his opinion 
on points of order. 

When a debate became perfonal 
and acrimonious, as is too often 
the cafe in popular alTemblies, it 
feemed his peculiar province, to 
cool party violence, and he polTefs- 
ed the art of recalling banifhed 
good humour, by fome ironical 
fally or humourous turn. With 
thefe innocent weapons, I have 
feen him moderate or fubdue the 
impetuous, overwhelming torrent 
of Mr. Fox's inventive, the noify, 
unconvincing diflonant vehemence 
of Lord Mulgrave, the declamatory 
virulence, ftrong paflions, and un- 
founded 
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founded affertions of Mr. Burke, 
the keen perfonal acrimony of the 
Luttrells, and the unbhilhing ver- 
{atility, but unconquerable refent- 
ments of Mr. Dundas. 

In the zenith, and high tide of 
preferment, Rigby was not always 
able, or inclined to reprefs the 
mortifying infolence of profperity, 
too often the perverfe and ungene- 
rous companion of wealth ; his 
pecuniary accumulations, whatever 
difgrace they conferred on govern- 
ment, for permitting fuch lavifh 
wafte, could not pollibly be men- 
tioned to bis reproach, as they were 
at that time, and had long been 
coniidered, the fair and cuilomaiy 
perquifitcs of his office ; he was 
pften generous, and always hofpit- 
able. But how many inftanres 
occur, of men as void of genius as 
of honefty, who, enabled by fraud, 
fervility, and cunning, to fcrape 
money together, value tiie reft of 
mankind, only in proportion to 
their pofleffions, and confider nar- 
row circumftances, or an unfuc- 
cefsful life, as damnable defeats in 
any charai^er, however exalted by 
perfonal worth, or mental acquire- 
n^ent. 

In a converfation on the fubjeft 
of a motion made by a noble lord, 
for accommodating the Commons 
in the Houfe of Peers, the fubjefk 
of this article laid himfelf open to 
a fevere retort. " It has for a 
long time," he obfervcd, " it has 
for a long time been matter of fur- 
prize, that their lordfhips pay fo 
little refpe6t to the Houfe of Com* 
mons ; there is not fo much as a 
feat to feparate us from other 
Jirangttrs\ I my f elf ^ when a noble 
earl (Lord Chatham) made his 
laft fpeech, was behind the bar, 



crowded and prefled on by pick" 
pockets." He forgot there was 
in that crowd, men elevated 
by talents, rank, and hereditary 
fortune, far above a little country 
'fquire, the elevated minion of 
lucky accident, who owed every 
thing he hoped for, or enjoyed, 
to ftrength of body, and by no 
means to tranlcendent ability, or 
attainment. 

" I did not know," replied a' 
gentleman, offended at his incon- 
fiftent ariftocracy, *' that I was 
hemmed in by pickpockets, below 
the bar of the Houfe of Lords, 
'till the honourable gentleman af- 
certained the fa(^ ; but I now per- 
fectly recolIeCl, that I was very 
much crowded and joftled by the 
Paymafter General of the Forces." 
The latter felt the juftice, as well 
as fever! ty of the reproof, and gave 
a proof of his good fenfe, by im- 
mediately aiking pardon, (hook 
hands with his cenfurer, and con* 
feHTed the unguarded impropriety 
of what he faid« 

The man, who from a fcanty 
income, and the coarfe meal pro- 
cured by daily labour, (hall con- 
template with a figh, the brilliant 
revolutions of fortune, and prince- 
ly income of Mr. Rigby, may 
perhaps ceafe to repine at the dis- 
tribution of the good things of this 
life, which a ftate of future retri- 
bution, alone can fairly balance; 
yet the paymafter often confefled, 
that the early part was by far the 
pleafanteft of his life, when, from 
the fatigues of the chace, and the 
pleafures of a jovial crew at tabic, 
he retired with glee to his bed, and 
after a well-flejpt night, could not 
always exaftly lay where he (hould 
dine the next day. " I was then 
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far happier," he obferved to a 
friend at Bath, *^ than feafting at 
Whitehall, or caroufing at Mift- 
Jcy: I had not, it is true, a thou - 
fand acquaintance, who praifed, 
my dinners, drank my wine, and 
abufed me behind my back ; but 
then I poflfeffed a few really difin- 
tcrefted friends, whom I fear 
wealth and elevation have deprived 
jne of, and what, alas, have they 
given me in exchange: a mind 
loured by fupprefled fufpicion and 
ill-difguifed mifanthropy, the hate- 
ful effect of too intimate a know- 
Jedge of mankind; appetites jaded 
by latiety, and a debilitated body 
finking into the grave, from a com- 
plication of difcafes, produced by 
Juxurious living." 

The heir, who may pant after 
fach accumulations, and who may 
anticipate in fancy, the rapturous 
methods of enjoying, or of difli- 
Dating fuch a fortune, may aifo 
learn to chaftife the indecent ar- 
dour of impatient hope, when he 
is told, that the inheritor of the 
Miftley eftates and property, had 
fcarcely fettled the exhaufting and 
complicated accounts of his uncle, 
before he was reduced, by a (hock- 
ing accident, to a fituation, which 
rendered death rather to be hoped 
for than feared, and reduced a' 
young man of vigorous habits, 
ilrong health, and fine fpirits, to 
languor and imbecility for years, 
and probably to the uncomfortable 
ilate of ^ a valetudinarian, for the 
remainder of his life. 

OBINSON, AN ASTASIA, 
an opera finger in the reign 
of Queen Anne, and afterwards 
wife of Lord Peterborough, who 
is (aid to have rode more miles, 



and tojhave killed more poft horfes 
than any traveller in Europe. 

This military veteran wa^ ^^ 
attra^ed bv the melody of her 
tones, or the charms of her per- 
fon; and conceived, as is the cafe 
with too many of his profeffion, 
that Ihe could not refift flattery, 
prefents, and attentions, when ac* 
companied, as in his cafe with a 
recommendation, tp females ge- 
nerally irrefiftiUe, the reputation 
of a conqueror, which he had at- 
tained by his rapid, but unavailing 
fuccefTes in Spain. 

His illicit purpofes were how- 
ever fufpefted, and happily coun- 
teracted by the prudent fore thought 
of the lady, or the afFeftionate vi- 
gilance of her parents. But in this 
ciandedine attempt, fo much eood- 
nefs of heart, and unaffected mo- 
defty were difcovered, that the 
peer could not help perfuading 
himfelf, that Mifs Robinfon was 
qualified to make him happy as a 
wife. 

He well knew that fuch a (lep 
(particularly at his age, for he 
was thirty years older than Anaf* 
tafia) would not fail raifing a laugh 
at his expence; and though he 
had faced death and danger in 
their mofl terrific forms, without 
fear, he ihuddered at the ide^ of 
being ridiculed. 

How many of us, in fituations 
far more trying and momentous, 
have yielded to the fanie infatuat- 
ing dread ; j^nd for w^ntof a grain 
of firmneis, which would enable 
us to defy the infidious taunts of 
knaves, and the unmeaning laugh 
of fools, how many of us have 
ihipwrecked our fortunes, and de- 
ftroyed our peace. 

But 
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But the magic impredions of 
' beauty, youth and innocence, 
were not to be effaced from the 
old man's heart, by prudence or 
by pride; after a long ftruggle, 
he refolved to make fome facri- 
fices to both, by the romantic, but 
aukward expedient of a private 
marriage, to which the lady and 
her friends confented with re- 
lu6tance. 

Wedded, but ftill retaining her 
maiden name, Ihe lived many 
years with Lord Peterborough, 
but naturally felt a degree of de- 
gradation, though not of infamy, 
in thus fubmitting to the folicitudes 
of matrimony, particularly with 
an old man, without, at the fame 
time enjoying the pre-eminence, 
and other little allowable diftinc- 
tions of a Countefs. 

Perceiving and feeling for her 
fituation, the Earl, with a gallantry 
which has been confidered as 
charafteriftic of his profefficn, de- 
termined that nothing he could 
beftow, fhould be wanting to com- 
pleat the happinefs of the woman 
he loved. An early opportimity 
was taken, during the feafon at 
Bath, for the fervant, previouily 
inflru6ted, to announce that Lady 
Peterborough's carriage was wait- 
ing, when without farther cere- 
mony, file received the congra- 
tulations of the company. 

Swift's defcription of Lord Pe- 
terborough has been often quoted. 

A very (keleton in figure. 

His meagre corps, tho' full of 
vigor, 

Wou'd halt behind him were it 
bigger. 

ROCHEFOUCAULT, 
FRANCIS, Duke of, 
^ vigorous opponent of Cardinal 
Vol, IL 



Richlieu, and a philofopher, per- 
haps better known to my readers, 
as author of the celebrated Max- 
ims and Reflexions. With a 
cynical, perhaps a foured difpo- 
iition, he has given us a picture 
of mankind, neither favourable or 
• flattering to human vanity, which 
retiring with difguil and indigna- 
tion, from defcriptions of its own 
meannefs and obliquities, views 
with ecflacy and approbation, the 
foothing and romantic reveries of 
certain dexterous cafuifls, who 
gratifying our pride, too often at 
the expence of truth, draw men 
rather as they ought to be, than as 
they really are. 

A long, a ftudious, a daily pe- 
rufal of the duke's maxims, cer- 
tainly is not calculated to elevate 
our notions of man, or to foften 
the clafhing intercourfes of fociety ; 
perhaps a blind implicit adoptioa 
of his principle, is not likely to 
render us happier in ourfelves, or 
more fatisfied with others; espe- 
cially, if like the common herd 
of readers, .we fuperficially and 
voracioufly read without digeftion, 
and carry his do<ftrines far enough 
only to^ embitter, but ftop ihort 
when a fiirther progrefs, and 
a more profound invefligation, 
might harmonize an apparently 
hateful fy flem, and render it a 
firm, immoveable pillar of morality 
and revelation. 

On this ground, I cannot but 
think, the torrent of prejudice and < 
invedive, which has been fo co- 
pioufly poured forth againft this 
writer, ^s exaggerated, and tending 
rather to raife alarm, than to amend 
or improve. The antagonifls of 
the duke, appear to have been ir^ 
ritated by felnfh refentment againfl 
S his 
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his oAciost ifitertneddltfig, and 
fitting the deep-feated remote mo- 
fives of human conduft ; their an- 
Ijer appears to have been excited 
bjrhia bufily prying behind thofe 
wmty fcenei, and intricate recedes 
of the human drama ; by his ex- 
ploring thofe unfrequented fpots, 
which they conceived, none but 
themfeives were authorized to vifit, 
and give accounts of. 

Self-love, fays Rochefbucault, 
is the great main-fpring, the pow- 
erful and univerfal itimujus to 
human action of every kind, and 
HI every cafe ; if there be an in- 
dividual who denies this pofition, 
who can fupport his reafoning with 
one tolerable argument, and will 
^ ^ CQnfefs, that his own life and con- 
♦ du6t are directed in every inflance, 
*<^trary to the pofition of our 
ingenious Frenchman; I fhould 
wifh to take a view of fuch an 
heterogeneous non-defcript animal, 
whofe floical benevolence is pro- 
duced by apathy, who punues 
means without motives, and is in 
conftant a6Hon, without keeping 
fight of, or hoping to attain any 
ultimate end. 

Another argument in favour of 
the duke's aflertion, which has 
raifed fo much groundlcfe alarm, 
another argument, which the Ion- 
ger I live, I feel a ftronger con- 
vi£i:ion of, inclines me to Roche- 
foucault*s pinion, however it may 
ieem to tell againil him, it is, that 

MAN, WHO TO THE UTMOST OP 
HIS POWER, AUGMENTS THE 
CHEAT MASS OP PUBLIC OR INDI- 
VIDUAL HAPPINESS, WILL, UN- 
DER EVERT INSTITUTION, AND 
IN SPITE OF ALL OPPOSITION, BE 
THE HAPPIEST OF ML HW BIM- 
SPiF. 



This dectiive fentiment, this 
touchftone of morals, religion, and 
humanity, at London, Geneva, 
Hindoftan, Paris, or Rome, this 
fine qua non of all that can or 
ought to be faid, written or fung, 
in my opinion appears to clear the 
^ound of all bewildering perplex- 
ities. By the application of this 
great principle, which is or ought 
to be the foundation of all the 
nurfe, or all the prieft can teach ; 
the benevolence and charity of a 
good man, may be termed ra- 
tional and laudable felfifhne^, a 
life of piety and virtue, the (horteft 
and mod direft road to genuine 
felf-intereft, and the fubjc^ of this 
article, contrary to what he has 
been generally confidered, a friend 
of mankind, a fage philanthroptil, 
and a pra6tical chriitian. 

The duke, who had difplayed 
confiderable perfonal courage at 
the battle of St. Antoine, who in 
underftanding and rank, was fu- 
perior to mod men, could never 
fummon fufficient refolution, to 
fpeak five minutes in public, with- 
out the greateft confufion of coun- 
tenance, as well as of argument. 
Much has been faid of his lines on 
the Dutchefs of Longueville, in 
which I am at a lofe to find 
ereatnefs of fentiment, or beauty 
in expreiiion : that he would fct 
God and man at defiance, to pleafe 
a woman of light chara£ter, who 
rendered her beauty fubfervicnt to 
party purpofes, afibrds no proof 
ofthepunty of his patriotifm, or 
the delicacy of his goddefs. His 
Memoirs of Anne of Auftria, 
though Mpf efual to TadttUf poffefs 
oonfiderable merit. 

Dr. Swift may be numbered 

with Ac few, who h»rc been bold 

enough^ 
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enough, avowedly to defend 
Rochefoucault : 

As Rochefoucault his maxims 
drew 

From nature, I believe them 
true ; 

They argue no corrupted mind 

In him, — the fault is in man- . 
kind. 

But, if the ground on which I 
have prefumed to defend the duke, 
be tenable, 1 cannot agrei?' with 
the Dean, who eagerly catching 
at every thing in lupport of his 
peculiar fyftem of mifanthropy, 
which hated the fpecies, but loved 
individuals, coes farther than the 
maxims, which merely defcribe, 
while he condemns as a fault, 
what I cannot but confider as a 
rational and fair motive to human 
exertion. 

I knew a merchant of good re- 
pute, and by np means of a con- 
temptible underilanding, who im- 
bibed early in life, a violent dis- 
like to Rochefoucault, which ex- 
tended to ail who read or admired 
his writings ; this worthy mat]^ 
indulged, what I cannot but call 
his juvenile prejudice, fo far, that 
the firA time he was introduced tQ 
any perfon, he made it an inva- 
riable rule, in the courfe of con- 
verfation, to introduce the name 
of our writer, and if the new acr 
quaintance pro^efTed to approve, 
or to have often read him, the cau- 
tious citizen either abruptly quitted 
the company, or gradually broke 
off all intercourfe with fo danger^ 
ous a character. 

As it is more than probable thai 
. this crude col)e£^ion may fell un- 
der the eye of a man, whole judg- 
ment I once valued, and whom I 
AiU love and eileem, I wiih him 



to confider. the uncomfortable ef« 
fe&B of his ftran^ and irrational 
iingularity. By a i dq>rivation 
mutually injurious, 4he difinter«* 
eded few, who deteft diiguife, and 
confider hypocrify as the moil de- 
grading of crimes, lofebis fociety ; 
whilfl a plaufible, but artful orew, 
aware of his foible, circulate the 
necelTary previous hint round their 
own circles, and wrapping their 
felfiih purpofes in the fpecious 
glofs of demure manners, and feit* 
timental philanthropy, gradually 
entangle this man of prudence^ 
found fenfe, and as he himfelf 
thinks, of timid precaution, in the 
toils of wild enthudafls, prating 
iophifts, and defigning knaves. 
in OCHESTER, WILMOT, 
AV Earl of, a man of wi't^ 
and coniiderable poetic genius; 
but, chufing fubje^ts, which few 
ought to perufe, and on which the 
public could not decently give 
their opinion, he blaftedthe laurel, 
and obfcured his real merits. 

A fertile imagination, firong 
judgment, and Iplendid powers^ 
were exhaufted, in enlivening a 
circle of buffoons, coxcombs, and 
drunkards, and celebrating, as a 
goddefs, (ome drab or proAitute of 
the night. (lis excefles in womea 
and wine hurried him to an un- 
timely end, alter the doubtful and 
preparious refpurce of a death-bed 
repentance, when he Acknowledge 
ed, that in eagerly purfuing the 
phantoms of pieafure, he had, for 
many years, lofl th^ r<^l fub^ 
fiance. 

Much of his fatirieal writing, 
though produced in a ilate of in- 
toxicatfon, was juft ai^ weiU 
timed, wbether levelled at the 
abandoned profligacy, the uncon-^ 
S 2^ ftitutional 
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iKtutional cpormities, or the 
wretched ftate,policy of his mafter, 
Charles the Second. The real 
chara^er of this king, he well de- 
fcribes in a few lines, as one, 

Whofe word no man relies on, 

Who feldom faid a foolifh thing, 

And never did a wife one. 

If a man of Rochefter's ftrcngth 
of intelled had, to witty reproof, 
added the energy of good example, 
how ufeful a friend might he have 
proved : but after his death the 
king purfued the fame courfes 
which had deftroyed his favourite 
and companion. 

Charles the Firft, with many 
Simiable qualities, fell a facrifice to 
the exafperated temper of the 
times ; but his fon, without one of 
his virtues, and a much greater 
fttfte delinquent, found the art, by 
winning familiarity, to lull the 
murmurs, of a people, ftill fmart- 
ing from domeftic difcord. 

Had the madnefs of the Steuarts 
(for I can give it no other name) 
pofTefled a little method with it, 
we might at this time have been 
an enflaved people ; and we are, 
in a great meafure, indebted to 
the unaccommodating bigotry of 
James the fecond, for the bleflings 
of the glorious revolution. 

The libidinous writings of lord 
Rochefter were a foui ce of much 
pain and compun6lion to him, in 
his laft hours, he refleded on the 
injuries he had done mankind, per- 
haps to a thoufand generations, 
by compofitions, which, however 
fcrioufly he might repent of, he 
could not poflibly recall ; he may 
be faid to have wafted his ftrertgth 
in ftrenuous idlenefs, and I cannot 
help applying to him fomc of his 
own lines : 



Tell me, thou bafe difgracer of 

thy name, 
Falfe to thy honour, fatal to 

thy fame. 
With what officious zeal didft 

thou obey. 
When vice, difeafe, and fcandal 

led the way ? 
By what miftaken magic didft 

thou prove 
So true to lewdnefs, yet fo falfe 

to love ? 
Thus, fome rude roaring bully 

in the ftreets, 
Will heaor, cuff, and joftle all 

he meets ; 
But, if his king or country afk 

his aid. 
The rafcal (kulks away, and is 

afraid. 

ROE, SAMUEL, a Bedford- 
ftiire Clergyman, and Vicar 
of Stotfield, in that county, a zeal- 
ous antagonift, and an inveterate 
enemy to every one who prefumed 
to differ from the doctrines and 
ceremonies of the Church of En- 
gland. 

Mr. Roe appears to have been 
that inconliftent, but not uncom- 
mon character, an enthufiaftagainft 
enthufiafm, and without any ex- 
traordinary capacity or attainments 
might have lived without notice, 
and have died without remem- 
brance, had he not fignalized him- 
felf by a propofal for preventing 
the farther growth of Methodifm, 
a propofal as full of genius as it 
was of humanity ; but this amia- 
able and benevolent man Ihall be 
heard in his own words : *• I hum- 
bly propofe to the legiflati ve powers, 
when It fhall feem meet, to make 
an example of Tabernacle Preach- 
ers, by enabling a law to cut out 
THEIR tongues, as wcll as the 
tongues 
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tongues of all field teachers, and 
others, who preach in houfes, 
barns, or elfewhcre, without apof- 
tolical ordination, or legal autho- 
rity." 

** No chriftian," fays an ingeni- 
ous writer, who poflrefTes the happy 
art of conveying much ufeful 
truth, as well as wholefome correc- 
tion, in the guife of humorous or 
ironical farcafm, ** no Chriftian 
can objeft to fo mild, fo meek, 
and fo effedual a method oi JiUnc- 
ing Schifmatics. Yet, fuch is the 
imperfedion of all human devices, 
we forefee an obftacle that may 
ultimately tend to render this pro- 
mifing fcheme abortive, through 
the difficulty of carrying it into 
cfFe6t. The nation, alas ! is fo 
over-run with Diflenters of one 
denomination or other, and their 
preachers are fo numerous, that 
we (hould defpair of procuring 
hands enough to put the law in 
execution. It may even be quef* 
tioned, whether one man could be 
met with in the three kingdoms, 
or even among the fcalpers of 
America, who could be prevaile'd 
on to be Tongue -cutter, except 
the reverend Vicar of Stotfield\ and 
what could even he do alone, how- 
ever zealous and a6tive in the 
caufe ? Befides is he immortal ? 
Would not the duration of his 
valuable life become very precari- 
ous, from the nature of his office, 
and the revengeful difpofition of 
mankind ? Would it not be vain 
to look for a fucceflbr to fuch an 
appointment, whenever the place 
fhould be vacant, for where could 
we hope to find another Samuel 
Roe ?" 

It is to be hoped for the honour 
of human nature, in this inilance| 



as in many others, that the zeal of 
the Enthufiaft in theory, was 
greater than his practical malig- 
nity ; and that the perfecutor, who 
in the phrenzy of religious rage, 
pcrfuades himfelf, that feverity 
towards infidels and heretics is 
a wholefome and acceptable fcr- 
vice ; it is to be hoped he will, at 
fome relenting moment of his life, 
confole and pity the poor Samari- 
tan whom he hath been crufhing 
with the iron rod of orthodoxy ; 
and confefb with a figh, that rea* 
fon and argument are the only 
proper weapons for fuppreffing 
mental error. The Proteftant, who 
pretends to reftridt and fetter the 
facred rights of confcience and 
private judgement, infolently af- 
fumes the prerogative of God, and 
imitates the papal «fuperftition, in 
the bloodied and moft abfurd of 
its ufnrpations. 

RUSSEL, TOM, fellow of 
New College, Oxford, and 
author of a collection of fonnets, 
publifhed fince his death. Several 
of his juvenile compofitions have 
been omitted by the editor of thefe 
elegant trifles^ which would have 
done poor Ruffel, no difcredit. 

This young man, who (to ufe 
his own words) brought cares on 
himfelf to drive ours away, gave 
early proofs of intelledual exceU 
lence, and poetic tendency : this 
latter difpofition could not efcape 
the keen ey^ of Dr. Warton, who 
has been ace u fed of converting 
Winchefter fchool, into a hot 
houfe of rhymers. His fchool ex- 
ercifes procured him confiderable 
applaufe, and when he went to 
the univerfity, he was cpnfidered 
as a youth of much hope. 

The advantage of forming ufe- 
ful 
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M and fplendid connedions, is 
tlw liackfieyed argument advanced 
in hivour of a public fyilem of 
education. But the views are fo 
obvious and the ridiculous iai- 
Inres of tnterefted ielfiihneis, £o 
frequent, that a n>an who is ob- 
ferved infidiouily to iele£t for his 
acquaiotauce, the rich and great 
akne, is inftantly defcribed as a 
Aadjbot at ay elkrw hammer \ from 
the circiunftance of young noble- 
men havii^ a golden tuft on their 
. caps, with fome other ornaments, 
and immunities, at once injurious 
to, and incom^ible with, im- 
partiality and good difctpline. 

Can we be furprized if a young 
ambitious mind, like that of Ruflel, 
was deluded from the rugged paths 
of ihidy, by the fafcination of 
efegant fociety, and the golden 
dream of a wealthy patron ? If 
in fome infla%ces, he courted too 
aeffiduoufly the company oi partkU" 
lar €h'cles^ it ought to be obfcrved, 
that one fo able to communicate, 
as well as receive, was always 
welcome, and that few men came 
into company, better qualified to 
pteafe, or to inftruA. — but 

Great men ufe a wit, as a rak« 
does a whore. 

When their end b obtained, they 
fee htm no more. 
' and RuiTel with all his ta* 

lents, endearing qualities, and cor- 
refinefs of taftc, was jofiled out 
of his friends memory, by horfe- 
jockies, valets, and gamblers, be- 
fore my Lord reached Dover, on 
}k\% vf2iy to the Continent. 

But the memories of Oxford 
tradefmen, the cellar-man, and 
the attendants of the junior com- 
vaon room, were more retentive, 
aod my reader will bear with con- 



cern, that after much anxiety, and 
much trouble, this amiable man 
died of a broken heart. The 
writer of this article cannot but 
drop a tear to the memory of one^ 
with whom he has paHed many a 
ufeful, and many an agreeable 
hour, (hours, alas ! to return no 
more) in the mutual, but nnfuc* 
ceftfol effort, of alleviating an- 
gui(h, which can ceafe only with 
life, palliating evils, and ibftening 
proipeds, over which the flrong 
hand of death alone, is able to 
throw a veil. 

] cannot mention the nntveriit}', 
without fuggefting a wifh, tliat 
parents would not be fo eager to 
educate their fons in thofe femina- 
ries, without a perfect knowledge 
of the necedaiy expence, and the 
dangerous iituation of a young 
man on his drU entering a college. 
And it were well, if heads of 
houies, unleis they wiib to fee their 
walls dieferted, it were well, if they 
would not leave the new comers^ 
who have been long, and ardently 
panting for liberty, a prey to ra- 
pacious tradefmen, or to what is 
(HU worfe, the licentious exceffes 
of -their own palfions$ furely it 
becomes them to enforce compli- 
ance, or reform abufe, and to 
guard the riling generation, for 
whofe fate they arc anfwerablc, 
a^aind the bewttchirig fnares of 
vice and diffipation, which every 
where furroimd, and invite them. 
We may then venture to fend our 
fons without a certainty of their 
morals, health, and fortune, being 
irretrievably deft roved. 

In a declamatory, but not ill- 
written pamphlet, which ^ difap- 
pointed candidate for a fellowfliip 
onc^ fliewed me in manufcript, call- 
ed, 
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ed, " Oxford difleacd, or that 
univerfity difplayedin its proper 
colo?s," I remember Ms laymg, 
that to a certain college, every 
member was a beneia^tory for that 
he brought witli ,him, money, 
good fenfe, learning, morals, and 
a conftitution; but was Aire to 
bring nothing away with him. 
As I could not with propriety fub- 
fcribe to the aflercion, I advifed 
from friendfhip for the man, oc 
from reverence to Ahna Mater, 
to fuppreis the work, which, a 
few months after, with its author 
was fwallowed up by a Otonn in 
croffing the Atlantic. 

** I am aware," (ays a declaim* 
cr at my elbow, who defends well 
regulated ftews ; "I am aware of 
the prudent regulations, and cau- 
tious police eftabliflied by pro6lors 
and vice-chancellors, but while 
,they will not fufFer iniquity, or 
carnal indulgence, to appear in 
any decent fhape : they forget that 
Oxford is furrounded by the lowed 
and vileft fties of illicit paffion, 
where filthy vulgarity robs fenfua- 
lity of refinement, its only, its bad 
excufe, and where a loathfome dif- 
eafe, poifons the fprings of life." 
My fatirical friend, with whom 
(however I may value his abili- 
ties) I do not always feel difpofed 
to agree in opinion, concluded his 
harangue, by obferving, that he 
divided the young men of the pre- 
fent day, into two claflcs; firft, 
your pleafant, accomplilhed, fenii- 
bltf, undone bon-vivants, without 
morals, health or fortune, admired, 
pitied, and neglected by every 
body :— The fecond, your ftrange, 
eccentric, out-of-the-way mortals, 
who are dull and unniihionabk 
enough to preferve their efiatesi 



chara^erSy and coofttkutioiss uW- 
impaired, but think them&hres 
perfe6tly at liberty to indulge ia 
odd whims, unaccountable fancies, 
and ftrange fingularities ; ^' to coa^- 
elude, I prefer the latter with aU 
his imperfections on his head." 

To this fentence, from w*hicb 
niany of my readers will diiTent, 
he might have added, that the 
rare, the defirabie chara6ter ux tb6 
prefent a^e, is ' the man of plain 
good fenle, and education, of ua- 
corrupted manners, who&. fenfi- 
bility is not too delicate, oi* feel'^ 
ings too refined for the common, 
the ufeful, and the necefliuy duties 
of a fon, a hufband, a fadier, or 
a friend ; who does not from a^ec- 
tation, or cowardice quit the. poft 
allotted to him by Providence, nor 
wander from the beaten turnpike 
road of life, through di*ead of die 
buflle of competition, or the fharef 
of ill-de(ign ; dangers from which 
no man has a right to claim ex- 
emption, as mod of us pof&ft 
ability and refolution to oppoie 
thefe chimeras of human life, if 
we chufe to call them forth. From 
the fcarcity of fuch charafters in 
the common tranfaC^ions of man- 
kind, the firfl and moil (acred 
duties of fociety, too often fall intc^ 
the hands of coxcombs, rafcais, and 
fools. 

" Take a knife with a com- 
mon edgc^ and it will do your 
bufinefs better," faid Swift to bit 
friend Lewis the under fecretary, 
who was attempting to divide pa- 
per in a veiy aukward manner, 
with a fine delicate edged expenfive 
penknife. 

RUTHVEN, JOHN, Earl 
Gowry, a nobleman of Scot- 
land, and before James the Second 
afcended 
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afcended the throne of England, 
contriver of an intendeil aflaffina* 
tion of that fingillar charader; a 
tranfa6tion to which many writers, 
from a diflike of the pedantry, 
principles, and nafty propenfities 
of James, have given a difgraceful 
turn, or wholly denied. 

Yet after as fair and impartial 
an inveftigation as a detefter of the 
Steuarts, but a' lover of truth, is 
capable of, I am compelled to de- 
clare, that the weight of hiftorical 
evidence is in favor of Go wry 's 
confpiracy^ an opinion in which 
I am Supported by a late refpefta- 
ble biographer, whofe elaborate 
and acute inveftigations of difput- 
ed points in hiflory, are much 
more creditable and convincing, 
than his political pamphlets. The 
cxiftence of the plot has alfo been 
rather invalidated by a Ipecies of 
bon-mot put into James's mouth, 
but which in fa^l he never fpoke ; 
it was a farcafm uttered by a dis- 
carded courtier, animals fo often 
metamorphofed into violent pa- 
triots. " They are fair lands," 
faid the ex-placeman in a whifper, 
** and Gowry would make a bon- 
ny traitor," is the expreflion to 
which I refer, occafioned by the 
king's looking attentively over 
Ruthven's grounds, in one of his 
rides. 

The fubjed of this article was 
alfo brother to one of the plump 
wives of Rubens, whofe protu- 
berant beauties have been handed 
down to poftcrity by the uxorious 
pencil of her hulband. 

King James, on a certain occa- 
fion, as he hunted, was requefted 
by Alexander, a brother of Lord 
Gowry, to accompany him to the 
family feat at St. John's. Town, 



near Perth, where he faid he had 
flopped a ftranger of fufpicious 
appearance, with a quantity of 
foreign gold under his cloak: The 
ftory was difregarded by the king» 
on account of the (lupid manner 
of the relater, and from a convic- 
tion, that he had no right to inter- 
meddle with the property of a 
fubjeft ; no treafure, unlefs found 
in the earth, appertaining to the 
* monarch. But as he followed the 
chace, the gold was ilill in his 
thoughts, and having reafon to 
fufpe6l that large fums of money 
had lately been fent from France, 
to foment commotion, he refolved 
to fee the man, and endeavour to 
find out the purpofe of a ftranger, 
fo unaccountably laden with 
wealth. 

After killing a buck, which led 
them a long chace, the king in- 
formed Alexander he would ac- 
company him, and diredlly rode 
forwards without mounting a frefh 
horfe, telling the Duke of Lenox, 
and the Earl of Marr, that he was^ 
going to Perth, to which place, 
thefe noblemen, and others, fol- 
lowed him, as well a? the fatigued 
condition of themfelves and cat- 
tle would permit. James reached 
Lord Gowry's fome time before 
them, Ruthven all the way ftrong- 
ly remonftrating againft acquaint- 
ing others with the fecret; his 
earnefinefs in this particular, with 
a certain difturbed wild caft of his 
eyes, inclined the king to fufpe<5t, 
either a treafonable intention, or 
that the young man was difordered 
in his fenfes. With fuch fears, 
and fuch reafons for fear, he en- 
tered the caftle with Gowry, who 
had gone out with fburfcore at- 
tendants to meet him j his majefty 
having 
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iiaving only three of his own fer- 
vants with him, had outflripped the 
reft. After fome delay, dinner 
was fervcd, the royal fuite, as they 
dropped in, (landing round accord- 
ing to cuftomj the earj, penfivc 
and dejefted, at the end of the 
table, repeatedly whifpered mes- 
fages to nis men, and fent them 
out of the room ; and was remark- 
ed by all, to do the honours of his 
houie, in an embarralTcd ungraceful 
manner. 

A dinner was provided for the 
eourticrs, in another room, to 
which Gowry conducted them, 
and the king was left alone with 
Alexander, who during the whole 
time had flood behind his chair; 
as foon as his brother went out, 
he whifpered to his majelly, that 
now was the time, but that none 
of the gentlemen mull, on any ac- 
count, attend. James then fufFer- 
ed himfelf to be conduced up a 
narrow winding flair- cafe, through 
feveral chambers, the doors of 
which, his guide locked after him; 
then croffing a gallery, and mount- 
ing a fecond flair-cafe, they found 
themfelves in a fmall fludy, the 
door of which was inflantly locked ; 
a fellow of an ill countenance, 
armed with a dagger, ruflied forth 
from behind the hangings, and 
Alexander clapping his hat on his 
head, and his fword to the king's 
breafl, told him he was his pri- 
foner, and if he attenipted to cry 
put, or make his efcape, he would 
plunge the weapon into his heart. 
' James, who had no other de- 
fence than his hunting born, gave 
himfelf up as a lofl man; he how- 
ever expoflulatcd with Ruthven 
and his afTociate, on the horror of 
fliedding their fovereign's blood, 
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from whom, the former in par* 
ticular, befides the revcrftl of an 
attainder, and the family eflates, 
had received many favours; he 
told them, that murder never 
went long unpunifhed, that if his 
children and loyal fubje^ts failed^ 
the Almighty would raife up flocks 
and Aones to avenge his blood. 
Alexander, flumping his foot, cried 
out, " Does not the death of my 
father, rife up in judgment againfl 
you ?*' ** I was then a minor," 
replied the king, " but I well rc- 
meniber, he had flri6l juftice ren- 
dered unto him, and fell by the lawf 
of his country.'* 

*' I^s majefly*s marvellous eloquence^ 
mAth nvhich it has pleafed keaven J^ 
plentewfty to endovo htm^* had, by 
this time^ unmanned the fellow in 
the fludy, who flood trepibling, 
and difconcerted, while the fweat 
hung in large drops on his face. 
Alexander at length, calling his 
hand out in a defperate manner, 
cried, " There is no help for it, 
you mufl die," and directly made 
a pufh at the king, which, fud* 
denly turning his body^ he put 
afide with his hunting born, and 
inflantly f^izing the hand whicl^ 
held the fword, he grafped it firm- 
ly^ and darting his other hand at 
the a(Iaflin*s throaty he brought 
him to the ground. 

While the king was in thU 
perilous fituation, Gowry, was en- 
tertaining the courtiers below-, 
when a fervant, previoufly in- 
flru^ed, entered the hall, and 
told them, his majefty hadi left the 
cafile by a poflern gate, was mount- 
ed on horfeback, and on his way 
homeward; they diredlly iufhed 
out together, but Lenox, chancing 
to alk Che porter at the gate, ho# 

T long 
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long bis majefty had departed, he 
affirmed that he was not yet gone ; 
the carl looked angry, called his 
xnan a liar, and laid he would 
foon know the truth ; he then went 
back to the hall, and fliortly re- 
turning, aflured the noblemen, his 
xnajefty had been fo long rode out, 
that unlcfe they were exoHcditious, 
they would find it very diffiailt to 
overtake him : they then called for 
their horfes. 

James, in the mean time, havmg 
his antagonift at an advantage, 
dragged him to the window, which 
be ordered the man, who flood 
iGlent and paffive, to open; not 
being able, while he fecu red Ruth- 
ven, to force more than the right 
fide of his head, and right elbow 
through the cafemcnt, he cried, in 
a loud voice, " They are murder- 
ing me ! they are murdering me!" 
Lenox,' Marr, and others, were 
paiTmg under the window at the mo- 
ment; and when they heard and faw 
the alarming lituation of the king, 
drew their (words, told Gowry he 
was a falfe traitor, and would have 
cut him in pieces, but for the in- 
terference of his fervants: Both 
parties rufhed into the caftle in 
confufion; fome attempted, to 
reach the room from whence the 
voice proceeded, by the way his 
xnajefty went; others followed 
Cowry, who had the advantage of 
a private ftair-cafe, and knew all 
the bye-ways of the houfe. 

The king's attendants, Ramfay, 
Erikine, and Herries, were how- 
ever happy enough to reach the 
fpot firft, and foon difpatched 
Alexander Ruthven, whofe laft 
words were, " my brother is to 
blame." In the confufion, the 
ikian with the dagger fled| and 



Gowry, with fevcn fervants armed, 
the next moment entered the 
room; a conteft, which lafted 
twenty minutes, enfuei^, but it 

§ leafed God, notwithftanding fuch 
ifparity, to give victory to the 
fmaller number. The earl, re- 
ceiving Ramfay's fword through 
his heart, expired without a eroan; 
and his fervants, covered with 
wounds, and exhibiting courage 
and attachment worthy a better 
caufe, were driven to a gallery, 
where, being faint with lofs of 
bipod, they were thrown over the 
balluftrade of a lofty flair-cafe. 

Soon after the viftory was de- 
cided, Lenox, Marr, and others, 
joined them, having occupied the 
whole time, in battering down, 
or burfting open the various doors,- 
the alTafiin had fecured : as foon 
as they found his majefly unhurt, 
the whole party inftantly fell on 
their knees, to thank God for his 
happy deliverance. The town 
people, alarmed by the death of 
Gpwry, their Provoft, at firfl tu« 
multuoufly furrounded the houfe, 
but on being told of the foulnefs 
of his treafon, and after his ma- 
jefty had pleafantly harangued 
them from the window, they de- 
parted in peace. Ramfay, Er- 
ikine, and Herries, were en- 
nobled, and enriched with pre- 
fents: bonfires, and other public 
demonflrations of joy were general ; 
a proceflion w^ made to the Mar- 
ket Crofs, at Edinburgh, where 
a public thankfgiving was offered, 
and a fermon preach^ on the oc- 
cafion. 

RUTTY, JOHN, a phyfician, 
a quaker, and a well-infonned 
writer on medical fubje^ of whofe 
private life a pofthumous publica- 
tion 
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tion hasbccn given, in the form of 
what he calls a Spiritual Journal. 
This produdtion^ from fingularity 
or coarfenefs of expreffion, and 
from the minute ftridbiefs of its 
diurnal fcrutiny, has afforded an 
opportunity to the faftidioully de- 
licate and gay, of treating with 
ridicule, one, who appears to have 
been a (Incere chriilian, and a con*- 
fcientious difcharger of his focial 
duties. 

In this fevere retrolpeft of his 
daily life and converfation, he en- 
ters occafionally into trifling, and 
fometimes into ludicrous details, 
of contefls between the flefh and 
the fpirit ; condemns with the ri- 
gor of an afcetic, the innocent 
gratifications, and fome of the 
harmlefs pleafures of life ; fcarcel^ 
fufFers a hearty dinner, or a convi- 
vial meeting to pafs, withput be- 
ftowing on himielf the epithet of 
fwimjb ; whilft an undue warmth 
of temper, occafioned by conflitu- 
tional leniibility, and irritated into 
warm expreffion by pert, obflinate 
or ignorant people about him, he 
fcverely reprobates as fnafpijb and 
unchriflian. 

For thefe and other reafons, the 
editor of his Spiritual Journal, 
with a becoming folicitude for the 
reputation of his author, thought 
it neceflary to prefix a certificate 
of the moral reftitude, aftive ex- 
ertion, and decent deportment of 
Dr. Rutty, attefted by many repu- 
table members of his fociety; in 
order to remove any improper 
impreHion, fuch a perpetual ilrain 
of felf-accufation, might produce 
on the mind of his reader. 

Yet, after all the ilrokes of rail- 
lery, humour, and farcafm, it is 
only by fuch regularly repeated' 



reviews, by fuch accurate atid im- 
partial examinations and decifioni 
of that internal tribunal, which 
God and Reafon have eflablifhed 
in our bofoms, that zoxxtdi con* 
du6^, or chriftian humility caa 
be obtained. I cannot however 
defend our fenfible but enthufiaflic 
quaker, for his perpetual attacks 
on human fciences and sirt, a dex* 
terity in which he mufl have takea 
fome pains to acquire, ' but which 
he takes fo many opportunities to 
depreciate, if not vifify. He ap- 
pears to have forgotten, that a 
phyfician, at leail the knowledge 
of a phyfician, is from God; 
and arrogantly wrapped up in his 
reveries on the utility of misfortune 
and difeafe, as keeping us fober 
and moderate, and on the principle 
of Cowley, that 

" Man's dark cottage, batter'd 
and decay'd. 

Lets in new light through chinks 
which time has made." 
he irrationally, and I think impi* 
oufly forgets, the numerous, in- 
flances in which we are indebted 
to the ingenuity of human effort, 
for comfort to ourfelves, and abi- 
lity to render kind offices to others. 
If the fuggeftions of fome pafTages 
in his Diary, were to be eflablifhed 
as rules for human conduct, unof- 
fending innocence and open-heart- 
ed honefly would fufFer equally 
with, and from the effefts of, 
guilty indifcretion. 

Hitf appears not to have recol- 
lefted that one great and important 
employment of the Saviour of the 
world, was communicating health 
and fpirits to the infirm and de- 
jefted, and commanding the crip- 
pled and difeafed to take up their 
beds and walk. The coi^uftency 
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of Rutty 's firftcm, like that of other 
fyflems, waich are repugnant to 
human feelings, was happily and 
frequently broken in upon by the 
benevolence of his heart, and the 
pride of profeffional eminence. 
Peculiarly utiiated as he was, his 
life appears to have been a perpe- 
tual, and fometimes a palxmil 
flruggle, between fanaticifoi, and 
good fenfe. 

If the compenfations of preju- 
dice, fhould prove not to be ample, 
though Mr, Burke endeavours with 
fuch eloquence and toil to prove 
they arei how extremely dear do 
we pay for a cofUy and cumber- 
fome harneis, which fetters the 
laireil of our intellectual exertions ? 
What pains do we beilow on the 
texture and expanfion of ah artifi- 
cial veil, which ihuts out light, 
and diffufe^ a dark cloud of doubt 
and anxiety, over the day-fpring 
and meridian of life, ot know- 
ledge, and of joy? 

SAGKVILLE, Vifcount, origi- 
nally Lord George SackvilTe, 
an appellation, which he ex- 
changed for the name and eftate 
of his paternal aunt. Lady Betty 
Germainc, a baronet's widow, of 
Drayton, in Northamptonihire, 
an acquaintance, and, as appears 
from feveral of her letters, pub- 
lifhed in his works, a fenfible cor- 
refpondent of Swift. Lord George 
was created a peer in the prelent 
reign, an elevation, productive of 
no fmall furprize at the time, and 
the fubje^ of much fevere alterca- 
tion between certain diflinguifhed 
characters. 

This fiavourite of the fovereign, 
but never of the people, was 
accufed, by his enemies, of &• 
crificing on the plains of Minden, 



feveral. thoufand men, to a mifta«i 
ken principle of national etiquette, 
or the mis-conception of orders^ 
clearly and explicitly given, owing 
to the agitation of fear. After 
indulging J|fimfelf on his defence, 
in declaiming again ft party malice, 
to which he imputed his difgrace, 
he (till infifted on the orders not 
l)eing intelligibly delivered; and 
as foon as he knew what he had to 
do, and a reghnent which im- 
peded his marching had moved^ 
that he attacked in h*ont, with all 
]x>flible fpeed. But a court mar« 
tial, by which his lordfhip was 
tried, differed from him in opi- 
nion, and he was' declared inca- 
pable of ferving in any militaiy 
capacity whatever. 

His condud. very much exafpe- 
rat^d the late good old king, who 
with his own hand, (truck his 
nanie froni the lift of privy coun<» 
fellors ; add was heard to declare 
with emotion, and his ufual wanhth 
of temper, (a generous, but quiclc- 
ly fubfiding wafmth) that if he 
had not been a king, and the of- 
fender his fubjeA, he would cer- 
tainly have challenged him. Co- 
lonel Sloper remarked on the field 
o^ battle, his lordftiip*s embarrafted 
and confufed appearance; yet I 
can fcarcely impute his condud to 
cowardice, which, though in a 
foldier an iinpardonable failing, 
is not a crime, (for we have riot 
all, the nerved and intrepidity of 
a hero) befides, in a duel with 
the late Governor Johnfon, he ap- 
pears to have afted with fufficient 
calmnefs and compofure. 

One path to fame being thus 

for ever clofed agamft him, with 

a refolution, perhaps a magnani* 

mity, which few man in umilar 

ctrcum- 



SAtLUST^ 



H^ 



tircumftances wouW haVe poflTeiled, 
he plunged into the ftomiy fea of 
governnient and politics ; where^ 
nbtwithflaiiding royal fmiles, and 
the friendly, elaborate^ but unfuc- 
cefsful panegyric of Mr. Cumber- 
land, he experienced defeat and 
difappbintment. He was fecretar^ 
of nate for the colonies, duriog 
the American war^ and on ' one 
occafion, proghofticated fuccefe, 
with an emphafis, not common in 
his method of fpeaking. His ad- 
vtrfaries, of whom 1 think he had 
a greater portion than falls to the 
Jot of moft men, Cried out with 
exultation, that Minden and Sara- 
toga, would be everlafting monu- 
ihents of his cOufage as a general^ 
and his abilities as a flatefman. 

During the unfortunate interval, 
of which I fpeak, Certain national 
debates, were conducted with a- 
violence, heat, and perieverance, 
Urhich a coAviftion of their high 
importance, and a fenfe of national 
calamity, could alone infpire : the 
fame period was alfo remarkable 
for a war, which) frdm. choke or 
neceflity. Was eondu6ted by men, 
who, as fenators, had earneAly 
argued, and regularly voted againu 
it. I could not help remarking the 
cohdu6l of a certain^ general, who 
with fome glaring inconfiftencies, 
was not without many valuable 
qualities ; I could not but remark 
his haranguing the houfe of (iom- 
mons, at the moitient he was a 
prifoner of the enemies of his 
country, atid againfl whom, he 
(hould not have accepted a ,com' 
mand, with the principles he pro- 
fefled. This parliamentary phoe- 
nomenon, did not bring to my 
mind Regulus, when he quitted 
the fenate of Romei on his return 



to Carthage; the " torvus humi 
pofuifle vultum," would have been 
wholly inapplicable. 

In the courfe of certain parlia- 
mentary debates, on appointing 
commiffioners of fupervifion, to 
Indiaj the attack of this noble 
Lord, (then a commoner) on an 
oriental delinquent, was eloquent^ 
keen, and eneflual. The voiee 
of truth boldly pointing out 
undeniable fa6t, covered with 
fhame a front not eafily difcon^ 
ccrted. 

" The honorable gentleman,** 
faid Lord George, " has been told 
by a witnefs, whom he called to 
anfwer his own purpofes^ he has 
been honeftly told by his own 
evidence, that two thirds of his 
wealth were extorted by an arbi- 
trary and oppreflive tax on the 
miferable and exhatifled natives 
of India ; I appeal to all who hear 
me, if the aftual perpetrators of 
Cruelty and injuflice, are proper 
or likely perfons to correal thofe 
mifchiefs, which their own iniqui- 
ties have produced ; will thofe per- 
fons refund their wealth, who, 
taking advantage of influence and 
power, have extrafted by the rude 
gripe of oppreffion, the luxuries 
and fuperfluities of their table, 
from the fcanty pittance of the 
poor Hindoo ?" 

The eyes of the whole houfc 
were rivetted on the convifted of- 
fender; a Ihort ftruggie took place 
in his breafl, between anger and 
remorfe, but the weight of guilt 
preponderating, he funk in con- 
fuiion on his teat. 

SALLUST, a Roman hiftorian, 
of genius, rank, and wealth, 
but of loofe manners, and luxu- 
rious habits, of whofe valuable 
writings. 
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writings, a fmall part onhr are 
extant at this prcfent day. .With a 
confiderable depth of philofophic 
reflexion and moral energy, occa- 
fionally clouded by pedantic affec- 
tation, fingularity of ftyle, and ec- 
centric verbal arrangement,* he 
has been accufed of eloquently de- 
<c1atming againd thofe fafcinating 
indulgencies, which he enjoyed 
and prafticed himfelf, with An- 
gular felicity, elegance, and tafte. 

In another part of this collec- 
tion, I have lamented how often 
great talents were united with fus- 
picious purity of morals; I ven- 
tured to fugged an opinion, that 
how much foever we might abhor 
the flagitious conduft, we ought 
not, on that account only, to de- 
prive oiirfelves of the advantage- 
ous helps of great ability. If no 
exertions, I mt^ht alfo have ad- 
ded, if no exertions arc' to be al- 
lowed in ethics, criticifm, and fa- 
tirc, 'till we have authors without 
fiiult, and writers without bicmifh, 
the world, the prefs, and the pul- 
pit would have been deprived of 
many a fpjendid, many an elegant, 
and many a uieful production. 
Such an index expurgatorious, 
would have denied admittance to 
Lucan and Sappho, to Horace, 

{uvenah, Ovid, and Tibullus ; to 
)i7den and Steele, to Churchill 
and Sterne, to Wilkes and Junius. 
But whilft juftice is due, under 
certain rellriftions, to the energies 
of genius, the firft great bulwarks 
of civilized foci^ty are not to be 
battered down, the interefts of 
virtue and religion are not to be 
facrificed on the profane altars of 
unhallowed libertinifm, proftituted 
powers, and guilty ingenuity. Fu- 
ture ages will contemplate, with 



love and veneration, the mild man* 
ners, the correft domedic conduct 
of Cicero, Addifon, Arbuthnot, 
Tillotfon, and Locke; while the 
depraved principles, and ruinous 
career of many a favourite of the 
nine, and many others, high ia 
literature and modern renown, 
but contaminated by vicious en- 
ormity, will be handed down to 
poderitjr with indelible marks of 
> infamy and difgrace. He, who to 
the ikilfiil admonitions of vigour-" 
ous intelledt, fhall add the more 
powerful influence of good exam- 
ple, eredb his edifice on a rock, 
againd which the dorm fliall rage, 
the rain defcend, and the winds 
druggie in vain. 

To a country Lady, who having 
heard much of Sallud, and was 
very defirous of being made ac- 
quainted with his writings, I once 
read by a winter evening's firefide, 
part of his intereding account of 
Catiline's confpiracy, in fuch Eng- 
Itdi as an unpremeditated peru^l 
would afford ; but at that part of 
the narrative which fpeaks of a 
lady who danced better than a 
moded woman ought to dance, my 
reading w^s fuddenly interrupted. 
" Excufe me," cried my female 
friend, an accompliflied woman, 
and celtbrated as a graceful dancer, 
a circumdance, which, till the in- 
dant, I did not recolleft, *' excufe 
me," die cried, with that ani- 
mated foftnefs, infpired by wound- 
ed fenfibility, which tigers only, 
or men like tigers, are able to 
refid, " Is not the expreffion of 
your Latin writer rather excep- 
tionable? Can there poflibly be 
any indecorum in aiming at per- 
feCTion in an art which gives a 
zed to poliflied life, improves fo- 
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cial intercourfe, and in the Moiaic 
Ritual, confticuted a part of t;he 
national worlhip." 

Embarrafled betWeen politenefs 
to my fair friend, and my own 
inviolable regard to truth, ** Not 
pofitive moral turpitude," I re- 
plied, " but I am not without 
fear of its ultimately leading to 
feme of the bye-roads. I am aware 
of the futility of arguing from the 
abufe againu the moderate ufe of 
pleafure, that the fame knife with 
which we cut a chicken may be 
applied to our throats; yet, it 
cannot be denied, that luxuriou 
feafls," midnight dances, and licea 
tious fpe6bcies, are too apt to 
inflame the paflions tlirough the 
imagination." 

Indeed it is more than pro- 
bable, that a man, feduced by 
beauty and perfonal accomplifh- 
ments, to chufe his wife from cir« 
cles, enlivened by conilant diver- 
fion, and devoted to mufic and 
dance, muil not be difappointed, 
if his partner for life fhould prove 
averfe to the hours and difcipline 
of a well regulated family. A little 
previous confideration of this cir- 
cumilance, and a convidion, that 
<he pleafantefl and moil fafcinating 
companions, are not always form* 
cd for wives and mothers of fami- 
lies, would prevent many a ridi- 
culous domeftic difclofure in the 
King's Bench, and at Doctor's 
Commons. So many hufbands 
would not then be tempted to the 
tete-a-tetes and petits foupers of 
Marybone and Soho, and many a 
heart-ach would be faved in Corn 
wall, and beyond the Tweed. 

SANTEUIL, JOHN BAP- 
TISTE, a Latin Poet, chiefly 
on religipus fubjedts; . born at 



Parts in. 1630, and painted in 
the lively, but indiilin£k chara£tcr» 
of Bruyere, who, by over-charging 
his colouring, and multiplying the 
folds of his drapery, renders his 
pibces fo confufed, that the great 
outline and proje^ing features of . 
his portraits are fometime wholly 
loft. 

La Bruyere defcribes him under | 
the name of Theodas, " at one 
moment, complaifant, eaiy, and do- 
cile, fimple, credulous, playful, a 
child in grey hairs; the next 
inflant, violent, choleric, pas- 
lionate, and capricious ; (hrieking, 
jumping, and rolling on thef 
ground, rattling like a fool, and 
thinking like a wife man, yet with 
all his buffoonery, contortion, and 
grimace, a good man, a pleafant 
man, an excellent man". 

Santeuil was a regular canon of 
St. Vi£tor, patronized by BofTuct, 
but never proceeded beyond dea- 
cons orders : this, however, did not 
prevent his doing the duty of a 
parifh church, on a day that the 
prieft could not be found ; he had 
fcarcely mounted the pulpit, be- 
fore he forgot himfelf, and was 
confufed ; after a paufe, he retired, 
faying " I had a great many things 
to fay to you, but it is needlefs to 
preach any more, you would not 
be the better for iti" 

Being once miflaken by a pious 
devotee for a confefTor, fhe had 
difclofed a long catalogue of frail- 
ties, before the miflake was dif- 
covered ; " I will inflantly go and 
complain of you to the prior," faid 
the enraged lady; *' In the mean 
time," replied the poet, " I fhall 
make the befl of my way to your 
hufband^" an anfwer, which was 
the fignal for mutual peace. 

A certain 
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A certain preacher held forth 
at St. Mary's^ withbat giving his 
mudience any iatisfaftion. San- 
teaiJ who was preient, &id, ** He 
did better hft year;" " You muft 
be miftakcn," feid a bye ftandcr, 
"for the prefent pulpit-thumper 
had not preached laft year 3" ** that 
is the very rcafon," he replied. 

A gentleman complained that 
he had been cheated by a monk : 
•» I am forry/* faid Santeuil, " that 
a man of your yean does not 
know the monks ; there are four 
things in this world you (hould al* 
wap guard againft, the iace of a 
woman, the hind part of a mule, 
the fide of a cart, but againft a 
monk, on all fides." 

Bofliiet reproaching him for the 
irregularity of his condud, faid, 
** Your life is not very edifying; 
if I was your fuperior, I would 
fend you into fome little cure, 
where'you might count your beads, 
and (ay your breviary :" " Were 
I king of France," replied Santeuil, 
•* I would bani(h you to the ifle 
of P^mos, and your emplo}*ment 
ihould be to write a new Apo- 
calypfe." He died in 16^7, of a 
violent cholic : the page of a great 
man came into his room a few 
minutes before his death, and (aid 
that he was fent by his bighnefe, to 
enquire how he was ; Santeuil, 
turning up his eyes to heaven, in 
the agonies of death, repeated 
twice, **' Tu folus altiifimus," and 
infiantlv expired. 

S'AVANAROLA, a popular 
i friar of Florence, in the lat- 
ter part of the fifteenth century, 
and what may appear fingular in a 
dominican at that period, a violent 
and enthufiaftic democrate, who 
for a long time, a|id with fucceis, 



preached refifhnce agatnfl V^V^ 
and ariftocratic ufurpation in his 
native city; while the populace, 
liftening to his difcourfes widi ar- 
dent attachment, and taught by 
him, the difference between liberty 
and licentioufne^ recovered many 
of their long loft privileges and 
rights. 

Pofleffing a greater ffcire of 
acuteneis and general information^ 
than was common in the religious 
orders, he foretold from hb know*, 
ledge of the ftate of Europe, an 
invafion of Ital}*, which after- 
wards took place; for this, and 
odier prophetic declarations, which 
were for the mofl part verified, 
he was pronounced by his follow- 
ers, a faint, and worlhipped as a 
holy man, favored with ccdefHa] 
communications. 

To refiife honour and adoration, 
how much foever we may defpife 
thofe who beftow them, is a temp- 
tation which human vanity, or 
human policy has been feldom able 
to refifl. From Alexander to Au* 
gufhis, and a train of fuccefibrs, who 
converted this fpecies of refined 
flattery, into a powerful engine of 
dominion, a thoufand examples 
might be given ; in a moment of 
weakne^ or ill defign, Savanarola 
acquiefced in the infatuation, anc^ 
agreed to impute that, which in 
h^ was human fagacity and com- 
mon fenfe, to divine impulfe, and 
the holy fpirit. 

The Pontiff, who had been of- 
fended beyond forgivenefs, by op- 
pofition to his encroachments, faw 
and eagerly feized the opportunity 
thus anonled, for working the 
Riin of a demagogue, he detefied 
and abhorred ; he accufed Jiim of 
a blafphemous aflumptiQa of apof- 
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tolic powers ; and cited him to 
aufwer to this heavy charge. The 
people murmured at the profecu- 
tion of their favorite, but were 
threatened with the thunders of 
the Vatican, if they did not join 
in puniiliing a man, who had im- 
pioufly (I prefume he meant with- 
out papal connivance) who had im- 
pioufly pretended to lupernatural 
communication. 

Terrified by anathemas, and 
threats of eternal punifhment from 
this vicegerent of Heaven, the 
timid and credulous crowd gradu- 
ally abandoned the man they had 
fo lately adored ; he was feized, 
delivered over to 'their common 
adverfary, and after the forjtns and 
mockeries of a trial, put to fhe 
torture, hanged and burnt. 

This flxort article is introduced, 
for the confideration of thofe per- 
fons, who, in the warmth of ho- 
neft zeal, generoufly come forward 
in aid of patriotic, and fome^ 
times violent meafures, under 
which they generally are the firft 
to fufFer. " In cafe of a popular 
revolution," faid Mr. Fox, on a 
late occafion, *^ I have good reafon 
to think I ihould be the firfl facri- 
fice." 

Another ufeful deduftion may 
alfo be drawn from a confide- 
ration of the prefent fubje6t ; in 
receiving affiftance from public 
men, we muft not liften too readily 
to the interefted fuggeftions of their 
adverfaries, againft them ; an in- 
dividual may in private life be 
wretchedly faulty, yet as a patriot, 
and an aftive citizen, he may 
render his country good fervice, 
and reconmiend jufl and necefTary 
meafures. 

Many infiances in the pelidcal 
VoL.IL 



and literary world mieht be point* 
ed out as ftrong cafes in point; 
two in particular have been fre- 
quently introduced in diflFerent 
parts of this coUedipn; with all 
their flagrant enormities, it per* 
haps wpuld be difficult, in the 
whole Englifh Hiflory, to produce 
individuals to whom the country 
is more obliged. 

Had the Florentines been mind- 
ful of this ufeful truth, they 
would not have given up a man 
who had rendered them fuch im- 
portant fervices, to the tigers and 
vultures of the Vatican ; who, in 
the fame proportion, that they 
have departed from the genuine 
purity of Chriflianity, have im- 
proved in worldly cunning, an^ 
deep cafuiftry. Taking advantage 
of the imtated prejudices, and blind 
bigotry of fuperftition, they art- 
fully deflroyed one of their mofl 
powerful antagonifls, by the hand* 
of that very people, for whom he 
had procured the few privileges they 
enjoyed, and which they were foon 
deprived of, after the removal and 
definition of their able partizaq. 
*' It feems in all countries," fays a 
late writer, " a common artifice 
with opprefTors, to employ, on 
every occafion, the malignant paf- 
fions of the people againfl them- 
felves." 

SCAURUS, MARCUS EMI- 
LIUS, an eminent Roman, 
who deriving his fecond name 
from the mental accomplifhments 
of one anceflor, and his third ap- 
pellation from the perfonal de- 
formity of another, deduced the 
origin of his family in common 
with that of the Caefars, fiom 
Numa, and the firft founders of. 
the infant Commonwealth. 
U But 
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• But i net which had repeated- 
J)r given to their country, Confuls, 
Diclatot*s, Tribunes, Cenfors, and 
Pontiffs, which had contefted with 
hannibal, his bloody vidory at 
Cannae, and finally fubverted in 
the perfon of Scipio, the founda- 
tions of Carthage ; was reduced to 
J>overty and infignificance in their 
defcendant, the father of the fub- 
jcft of this article, who, in the 
humble bufinefs of a dealer in 
iBiFood and charcoal, had acquired 
by minute diligence, and the pa- 
tient accumulation of petty pro- 
fits, a fum, which in the prefent 
rate of Englifh currency, cannot 
be valued at more than three hun- 
dred pounds; a fortune which 
wholly unequal to the cravings of 
Juxuiy, and the wafte of profufion, 
raifed its frugal and lioneft pofTes- 
for above want and dependence. 

" This fum, and ten flaves, 
was the whole of my inheritance," 
fays Marcus Emilius Scaurus, in 
the memoirs of his own life, which 
though they merited the praife of 
Tacitus and Cicero, excepting a 
few fragments in an antient writer, 
are no longer extant, " and I 
chofe," he continues, *' the pro- 
fisffion of a public pleader, in or- 
der to make myfelf generally 
known :" three declining genera- 
tions having fo compleatly buried 
his family in obfcurity, that it had 
for ibme time been thought ex- 
tinfV; and on entering into life, 
he was confidered as a ftranger of 
mean extraftion. 

He is praifed by Cicero for 
courage and perfeverance, not- 
withftanding his defe6b in elegant 
language, and a want of aflurance 
in his mode of delivery, which are 
generally confidered as neceflary 



requifites in a public fpcal^cr; yet 
I am nbt certain, that fuch difad- 
vantages are not over-balanced by 
that intereft and atfe^lion, which 
we feel for embarrafled diffidence, 
while the efforts of impudence are 
often rendered inefft^lual, by in- 
fulting audacity, or proud uncon- 
cern. Succefs, and a better ac- 
quaintance with mankind, enabled 
him to remove thefe obftacles, and 
the army being the great road to 
preferment, Scaurus united, accord- 
ing to the cuftom of his country, 
the profeffion of a foldier, with 
the pra6lice of a pleader. After 
two campaigns in Spain and Sar- 
dinia, he obtained the iEdilelhip, 
which had been generally fought 
for the purpofe or procuring po- 
pular applaufe, by magnificence 
and (how ; thefe were incompati- 
ble with the ftate of his finances, 
and he was content without ex- 
penfive fpedacles to fulfil with di- 
ligence the duties of his office, 
which fuperintended the police of 
the city. His faults had hitherto 
efcaped the public eye, and it was 
not till he offered himfelf a candi- 
date for the confuifhip, that he 
difplayed his predominating cha- 
racter, which had been concealed 
by the policy of a young man, 
anxious to fecure the fuffrages of 
his fellow-citizens. 

A contefted election has been 
faid to afford a man many oppor- 
tunities of hearing every thing that 
can be advanced againft him : on 
one of thefe occafions, a perfon 
who offered himfelf to reprefent 
an Ehglifli borough, put the fol- 
lowing queftion to his wife, after 
a twenty years marriage : " What 
fcandalous (lory do you think my 
advcrfaries have been circulating 
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this morning on the huftings ?— - 
they infulted me in various ways, 
and with other taunts, exclaimed, 
his wife wears a glafs eye:" fixing 
his own at the fanrie time ftedfaftly 
on the countenance of his better 
half. 

" It is too true," replied the 
lady, dropping her head in con- 
fufion, *' it is too true, but I was 
always afraid to mention the cir- 
cumftance, left it miglit diminifli 
your atfeftion ; how our good 
friends, the mob, (hould know it, 
I can't imagine, for no one but 
myfelf and the occulift, who has 
been dead many years, were ac- 
quainted with the fecret." 

Having obtained the confulfliip, 
in which he was confiderably as- 
fifted by the eftate of a wealthy ci- 
tizen, bequeathed to him by a will 
which involved him in a law fuit; 
our ambitious Roman threw off the 
mafk, and though his woril ene- 
mies could not deny the ardor of 
his zeal in the fervice of his coun- 
try, it was confidered only as a fe- 
condary motive to his own aggran- 
dizement; his deportment was 
haughty, his temper unforgiving, 
and a love of money the ruling 
paflion of his fcul. 

Failing on a certain occadon by 
the tribunal of a Praetor, who en- 
gaged in the adminiftration of jus- 
tice, neglefted to rife when our 
Conful paired, he ordered the Lie- 
tors to drag him inflantly from his 
feat, and tear off his robes: he 
flriclly enforced the laws againft 
luxury ; and abolifhed a regulation 
enadted by Gracchus forty years 
before, which deprived of a vote, 
all who could not produce a male 
child, or were not podeiTed pf 



property to the amount of fifty 
pounds. 

From domeftic reform, he led 
the Romans to viftory over thq 
Ligurians, who inhabited that 
angle between Italy and France, 
which defcending from the App^- 
nines to the Tufcan Sea, is the ieat 
of the modern Republic of Genoa. 
To obviate the unhealthy effects of 
inundation and ftagnant water, h^ 
caufed a canal to be cut from Parm^ 
to Placentia, which converted an 
uncuhivatcd and unwholefomc 
marfli, into a fertile diftrid ; and 
fuch was the feverity of his military 
difcipline, that a farmer, on whofi; 
ground the troops were encamped 
feveral days, was furprized op vifit- 
ing an orchaid which ftood in thct 
midft of the camp, to find his fruit 
untouched. Crofiing the Pd, he 
made himfelf mailer of the hilly 
country round Trent, took Forum 
Julii and Aquileia, and traverfing 
the fliores of the Adriatic, penetrat- 
ed into the countries to which the 
modern names of Iflria and Carni- 
ola have been given, never before 
vifited by the Roman arms; but 
his career of vi6lory was embitter- 
ed by family misfortune, having 
feverely reprimanded his fon, be- 
fore the troops, for a want of 
courage or conduct | terrified by 
guilt, or mortified by the anguifh 
of opprefTed innocence, and harfh 
corre£tion, the young man put an 
end to his life. 

Triumphal honours were de- 
creed to Scaurus; he was named 
by the Cehfors, Prince of the Se- 
nate, an honour, which though 
not actually invefting him with 
any new authority, was attended 
with confideR^lq influ?npej one 
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of the privileges was a right to 
fpt'ak firft on any public queftion. 
The Patricians were at this time 
engaged in a bufinefs not very ho- 
nourable to Roman virtue. The 
intrepid but perfidious Jugurtha, 
not latisfied with a third part of 
Numidia, bequeathed to him by 
his uncle Micipfa, King of that 
country, and a faithful ally of the 
Roman people, was endeavouring 
to deprive the children of his bc- 
xjefa£lor, by fraud or by violence, 
of their inheritance ; an attempt, 
itt which he was too fuccefsful. 
After dcftroying Hiempfal, one of 
the fons of Micipfa, the crafty 
African fent immenfe treafures to 
Rome, for the purpofe of bribing 
the fenate, who wavered, and 
amufing the people, who were 
warmly interefted for the injured 
grandfons of Mafiniffa. Having 
fecured a majority in the fenate, 
he attacked Adherbal, the furviy- 
ing fon, defeated him, and purfu- 
ing the fugitive prince to Cirtha, 
laid clofe fiege to that city, which 
was his capital, and ftood on the 
ground now occupied by Conftan- 
iina, in the piratical kingdom of 
Algiers. 

Scaurus, on this occafion, was 
fufpedled of corruption, but afted 
with confiderable caution : it was 
not eafy to gratify his avarice, and 
at jthe fame time retain the good- 
will of the people, who, jn poli- 
tical contefts, make up in bulk 
and number Ifpr the minute por- 
tion of power each individual en- 
joy? ; to ufe the expreffion of an 
ingenious writer, he found it dif- 
ficult to chufe, between his intereft 
and reputation. The defcendant 
of Scipio fpoke violently againft 



Jugurtha in the fenate, and being 
appointed to command the Afri- 
can army, crofled the Mediterra- 
nean, and fummoned the Numi- 
dian to appear before him. But 
his vigor was relaxed by humiliat- 
ing meflages, or the more power- 
ful influence \)f gold ; after much 
of public conceflion and private 
intrigue, in which the interefls of 
a traitor, and the prefei*ving Scau- 
rus from blame, were equally ba- 
lanced, the Roman general return- 
ed, without rendering any effec- 
tual affiftance to Adherbal ; every 
refource being exhaufted, that 
unhappy prince was obliged by 
faming to capitulate to his inhu- 
man and ungrateful conqueror, 
who put him to a cruel death. 

A proceeding more difgraceful 
cannot be imagined, or more mor- 
tifying to a people not wholly lofl 
to the feelings of nature and 
juftice ; the murderer of his bene- 
fa6tors f;amily, and the artful de- 
fier of Roman authority, would 
have gone unpunifhed, but for the 
Tribune Memmius, an inveterate 
enemy of the Patricians, who com- 
pelled the fenate to fend a fecond 
army into Africa, under Calpur- 
nijLis and Scaurus, who were both 
deceived by the humble declara- 
tions, or purchafed by the gifts of 
the tyrant. 

It is not confiftent with the na- 
ture of my work, to enlarge on 
the corruptions of the fenatorial 
order, or the artifices by which 
Jugurtha Was enabled repeatedly 
to elude public indignation ; his 
memorable farcafm on Roman ve- 
nality, when he left the city, to 
which he had repaired, and endea- 
voured to excite public compafiion, 

by 
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by abject c[q>ortment, and a de- 
graded^ appearance, arc known to 
moll readers. The circumftancc 
in thefe tranfa£lions which firft at- 
tracted my notice, is, that Scaurus, 
the whole of whofc condu6k ap- 
pears to have been tainted with 
venah'ty, (liould have been able to 
preferve the confidence of thd peo- 
ple ; they were probably dazzled 
by his wealth, his military fuccefs, 
the glories of his anceftors, and 
his plaufible manners, or intimi- 
dated by his predominating fpirit. 
" Your friends and defenders," 
exclaimed Memmius in a fpeech 
to the people, and with Scaurus 
evidently in his eye, *' your friends 
and defenders die unpitied and un- 
revenged ; Gracchus and Fulvius 
were led to execution, and the pri- 
fons crowded with their followers; 
but on thofe who make a traffic of 
public authority, who fell the 
power of the people, and the ho- 
nour of our armies, the firft offices 
of the commonwealth are beftow- 
ed ; they enjoy triumphal honours, 
and difgrace that fimplicity of 
manners, once the honourable 
charaCteriftic of a Roman; with 
haughty demeanour, and meafured 
fteps, they infult us as they pafs the 
ftreets, by an elaborate difplay of 
magnificence and wealth ; to have 
put to death a Tribune of the 
people, or to have propofed an 
oppreffive decree, to fuch men is 
matter of exultation.** 

Opimius, the friend of Cicero, 
Cato, a nephew of the immortal 
Scipio, Calpurnius, Galba^ and 
Albinus, all of CQnfular dignity 
and illufirious family, were at lafl, 
by the patriotic or the malignant 
induflry of the Tribunes, puniibed 
by fine, banifhment, or imprifon- 



ment. Not fatisfied with his own 
fafety, Scaurus occafionally pleaded 
in their defence, and, on one of 
thefe trying occafions, is faid to 
have been embarrafled by a coarfe 
allufion of Memmius, who, ob« 
ferving a funeral, interrupted his 
harangue, by faying, " Don*t you 
fee what is paffing in the ftreet ? 
you are only lofing time here, 
when, perhaps, feme advantage 
might be made of the will of the 
deceafed.** 

A remarkable inftance of dex- 
terous refolution and firmnefs of 
mind, occurred in the decline of 
his life, when frohi a love of mo- 
ney, that growing vice of old age, 
though other appetites decay, he 
was accufed of a treafonable cor- 
relpondence with Mithridates King 
of Pontus. For the fame crime, 
two of his friends, contaminated 
by the venality of the times, were 
driven into banifhment, and Scau- 
rus was advifed to prevent difgrace 
by a prudent and voluntary retire- 
ment. 

Worn down by years and infir- 
mity, at the age of eighty, he 
infifted on being conveyed in a lit- 
ter before an aSembly of the peo- 
ple, who were ftrongly affected by 
the venerable appearance of the 
hoary defcendant of the Scipios, 
and perhaps had been previoufly 
foftened by a well-timed applica- 
tion of that precious metal, whofe 
magic touch fo few of us are able 
to refift. 

Raifing himfelf a little from a 
reclining poflure, he thus addrefied 
the liilehing multitude : 

*« Romans, one Varius, a Spa- 
niard, of obfcure birth, a man of 
yeilerday, accufes Marcus Emilius 
Scaurus, who led your fathers tp 
victory 
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viAory and renown, of having 
received a bribe from the King of 
Pontus. Marcus Emilius, Prince 
of the Senate, denies the charge ; 
which of us do you judge moft 
worthy of credit, I will abide by 
your decifion ? " Ten thoufand 
voices immediately proclaimed him 
innocent of the charge. His ac- 
cufer was driven ignominioufly 
from the fpot, and, finking under 
a real or pretended agitation of 
fpirits, the fuccefsful orator was 
followed to his houfe with long 
continued burfts of applaufe. 

In perufing the pages of anti 
quity, I have frequently confi- 
dered, with attention, the cha- 
racter of Scaurus ; uniting the va- 
rious qualifications neceffary for 
cxercifing civil, as well as military 
duties, with reputation, he renew- 
ed the glories of his family, and 
rendered eflential fervice to his 
countiy ; but his virtues were ob- 
fcufed by a love of money, which 
the narrownefs of an early fortune 
might have fomewhat excufed, but 
avarice increafed with his pofl!ef- 
iions. 

In various tiying paflages of his 
life, the Roman people (if I may 
be allowed ap allufion) were a 
many-ftringed infirument, in the 
hand of a fkilful mailer; by the 
harmony of tones, or the dexterity 
of a fine finger, he rendered them 
fubfervient to political purpofes. 
Like the royal mr.fician of Ifrael, 
he evaded the rage of powerful 
enemies, to whom many of his 
cotemporaries, equally rich and 
equally venal, fell a Sacrifice; he 
cfcaped the fury of democratic 
Tribunes, and exafperated rivals, 
by a dexterous management of 
thofe firings, which, when pro- 



perly touched, the human heart, 
or the human hand, are fo formed, 
as to vibrate in unifon with them. 

In this rapid (ketch' of an emi- 
nent Roman, I flattered myfelf I 
had equally avoided the malignan- 
cy of one of his perfonal enemies, 
an eloquent hiflorian, and the la- 
vifh encomiums of another, his 
profefl panegyrifl; but all my care 
has not preferved this article from 
cenfure. I confefs, I have ven- 
tured to differ in opinion with a 
refpe6lable modern, and, but for 
his perpetual allufion to prefent 
political circumflances, an agreea- 
ble writer. Scaurus being chofen 
Prince of the Senate, fecms to be 
confidered, by this gentleman, as 
a poof of his pre-eminence in vir- 
tue ; the flate of the empire, and 
the manners of the Patricians at 
that period, demonftrate the falli- 
bility of fuch reafoning. 

The fuccefs of Jugurtha, a 
murderer and an ungrateful ufur- 
per, determine the (late and purity 
of public principle at that time ; 
and after allowing to Scaurus every 
merit of a highly endowed magis- 
trate, and an a6live general, I find 
it impoifible to acquit him of con- 
niving at and being corrupted by 
the crafty Numidian ; I have al- 
lowed him the praife of greatnefs 
of mind, in his anfwer to the 
charge of Varius, but, with all 
my fuppofed tendevcies^ I cannot 
confider the tumultuous refolutions 
of a fickle multitude, fed from 
his table, as decifive proofis of his 
innocence or guilt. 

With all his faults, aggravated 
by malignancy and envy, and 
his virtues, highly coloured and 
overcharged by friendfliip, Scau- 
rus appears to have been that 
compound 
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compound natural charafter, eve- 
ry day met with in life, a mixture 
of weaknefs and magnanimity, ' 
Able and willing, on moft occa- 
(ions, to perform his duty, to ai5t 
or to fuffer as a public man, he 
rendered his great abilities fubfer- 
vient to private intereft, and, as is 
common fn old age, grew too fond 
of pounds, (hillings, and pence. 

SCOTT, JOHN, a member of 
the Englifh Houfe of Com- 
mons, a major in the Eaft-India 
fervice, and an indefatigable par- 
tizan of Mr. ttaftings. I wifh not 
' to interrupt his inceflant applica- 
tion to the labours of the prefs, 
I would not deprive the newf- 
papers of well-turned profitable 
paragraphs, nor the publie, of 
Ipirited pamphlets ; it is my defign 
merely to remark, hisconftant and 
elaborate efforts to prove, that the 
late Governor General, is a man 
of fmall fortune, and that the 
coafts of Malabar and Coroman- 
del have for many years, ceafed to 
be fources of Afiatic wealth. 

" There is not," fays the Ma- 
jor, with much good fenfe, but 
with evident obliquity of defign, 
" there is not a more miftaken idea, 
than that which has been fo induf- 
trioufly circulated and believed, 
that enormous fortunes are rapidly 
and eafily made, by the Company's 
fervants in Bengal. I have in my 
hand, an accurate and authentic 
lift of five hundred and eight per- 
fons on the civil eftablifhment, who 
have been appointed in the laft 
twenty-two years ; of thefe, one 
hundred and fifty are gone to a 
land, from which they never can 
return; thirty-feven are at this 
time in their native country, in 
general with modei-ate fortunes; and 



of the three hundred and twenty- 
one now (1784.) in Bengal, the 
chances are againft the majority of 
them returning to England, with 
more than a competency. 

** Of the military gentlemen, 
who have acquired immenfe wealth, 
the number is Inconfiderable.-^ 
Twelve hundred officers have bein 
appointed in Bengal, during the 
period abpve mentioned, but I am 
convinced that not more than fifty of 
thofe have returned with a comfor- 
table fubfiftence. For myfelf, I tt'uft 
that feven thoufand pounds, will 
not be confidered as a very unrea- 
fonable reward, for fixteen of the 
beft years of my life, devoted to 
the fervice and climate of Afia ; I 
know only of five, who have 
brought home morc than twenty 
thoufand pounds ; many have ar- 
rived in England with lefs fortunes 
than mine ; but too many worthy 
individuals, difabled by wounds, 
and ill health, are receiving a 
bare fubfiftence from Lord dive's 
mihtary fund." 

The official integrity of Mr. 
Haftings, as a public man, it is not 
my wifti to impeach ; but the me- 
diocrity of his finances, notwith- 
ftanding the artful manoeuvres of 
his male, as well as female agents, 
for good and fubftantial reafons, 
I beg leave unceremonioufly to 
deny. 

I acknowledge, I readily ack- 
nowledge, the civil and military 
talents of the Governor-General, 
his ftrong and various claims on 
the Company for meritorious fer- 
vice, and his fplendid patronage 
of arts and learning; but were it 
permitted in certain cafes, (which 
I thank God it is not) to put in- 
terrogatories in Locd Mansfield's 
favourite 
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fiivourite way, tbd tkkc depofiti- 
ons on oath ; I could clearly and 
fattsfia6tonly prove, from official 
documents, oral evidence, and 
confidential correfpondence, that 
Mr. Haflings, before he fet foot 
on the ibip> which conveyed him 
to Europe, was pofTefled by him- 
felf, or in the name of others, of 
money and effe^s, amounting to 
more than three hundred and 
eighty feven thoufand pounds. 

After Major Scott's repeated 
avowal of his facred regard to 
truth, h would be unfair to doubt 
his aflertions, refpeding his own 
pecuniary acquirements in India ; 
for the honour of a foldier is 
delicate, and like the reputation of 
the di6iator's wife, fhould be as 
untainted by imputed, as it is free 
firom real guilt: but if the ftate- 
ment he gives of his own finances, 
is correft, I venture to pronounce 
him a very improvident mah. 
With only fuch a fortune as he men- 
tions, his nfode of life, his feat in 
parliament, and other habits, which, 
for fear of producing a blufh on his 
diffident cheek, I fhall not mention, 
furely prove him inconfiderate, 
rafti, and imprudent. 

With his gentlemen on the Civil, 
and even fome on the Military 
Eftabliftiments of India, who he 
(ays have returned (heaven reward 
their difinterefted views) with what 
he calls moderate, or inconfidera- 
bie fortunes, it has at times been 
my happinefs, or my misfortune to 
form an acquaintance. They have 
for the moft part been focial and 
hofpitable, eager rather than ready 
to obferve and keep up the inter- 
courfe and civilities of modern 
life. But I have too often felt my 
wealthy neighbours break iir on 



the comforts of my paternal fpot : 
the lumries, and iometiqnes the 
common articles of my table, ne- 
ceffiu-ily frugal from the unpropiti- 
ous circumfhmces of the times, 
have been monopolized, or raifed 
to an enormous price; my (lum- 
bers have been interrupted by mid- 
night Bacchanals. An adjoining 
vale watered by a fedgy flream, and 
bordered on one fide by a wild 
copfe, the favourite fpot of my 
early life, for exercifc and contem- 
plation, have been cleared, grub- 
bed up, dillorted or improved by 
the tyrannic hand of tafte, ftrength- 
ened by wealth, but not always di- 
rected by judgment. 

Two neighbouring boroughs, 
which for more than a centui-y had 
filently and implicitly obeyed trea- 
fury mandates, or yielded to the 
natural influence of the principal 
families and property of the coun- 
ty, have been tempted from' their 
allegiance, by the profits of a con- 
tefted election, which circulating 
and ditFufing the gold of my Afia- 
tic friends, has fplit them into 
contending parties, while political 
animofity, and mercenary cabal, 
diftrad what was once termed by a 
popular poet, the realm of peace. 

But for the nodturnal affiduity 
of a poacher, whom I am com- 
pelled by my neighbours to en- 
courage, I (hould never tafte a hare 
or a trout. The primitive man- 
ners, and exemplary ceconomy of 
• my folitary old domeftic, are fcan-* 
dalized by the riotous vices, and 
lavifh profufion of the liveried 
menials around us; while our 
ruddy milk maids and lufty coun- 
try girls, are feduced from freih 
air, rudei health, innocent mirth, 
and rural tranquility, by valets, 
grooms. 
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grooms, or their mailers, to the 
winter abodes of infamy, fmoke, 
fin, ^nd fea coal. 

To conclude, I cannot agree 
with the fubje^l of this article, on 
the inconfiftency and hardftiips of 
the proceedings ag^inft Mr. Haft- 
ings. In the prefent difpofal of 
human events, private convenience 
muft ever yield to public advant* 
age ; and I cannot but think the 
impeachment of Mr. Haftings, in- 
dependent of its event, or his con- 
duct, as a tranfa^ion, highly con- 
ducive to the welfare and good 
government of our Afiatic pofles- 
fions. 

In a country, from which, as it 
has been before obferved, " every 
man wifhes to depart as foon as he 
can with his whole fortune, and 
for which, the moment he reaches 
Europe, he is perfeftly indifferent; 
in a country fecured from the eye 
of its mailers, by a diftance of ten 
thoufand miles," it was judged nc- 
ceiTary and expedient, to imprefi 
the inexorable omnipotence of the 
Engliih laws, as a leilbn to future 
Governors and Cd^mmanders. Its 
falutary efFe6b, I underiland have 
been already acknowledged and 
felt, by the concurring teftimony 
of natives as well as Europeans. 

SECTARIES, a recipe for 
filencing them, but not exoBly 
according to the Birmingham Dif- 
penfary ; fee Roe, Samuel. Of the 
abhorrence in which certain orien- 
tal fe<Els hold each other, a curious 
inilance is given by a French mif- 
fionary, in his Travels to Tartary. 

The Periians and Turks, though 
they both profeis the Mahometan 
faith, indulge themfelves in a 
mortal and holy averfion on the 
fubje^ of certain minute obicrv* 

Vol. II. 



ances, with refpeft to waihing be- 
fore they pray; both agree that 
the prophet commands ablution, 
but the mode has afforded matter 
of debate and of bitter controverfy. 
The Turk puts his hand into the 
water, and taking up fome in his 
palm, holds his arm obliquely up« 
wards, and lets it run to his elbow. ' 
The Perfian turns with horror 
ft-om fuch profane herefy ; and in 
the warmth of orthodox zeal, take- 
ing water in his hand, carries it to 
the oppofite elbow, letting it run 
down his arm, and drop from the 
end of his fingers : both parties, at 
the fame time, pronouncing dam- 
nation on each other, for deviating 
from the proper method. 

Before we ridicule or cenfure 
.fuch abfurdities, let us be careful, 
that as Chriilians and Englifhmen, 
we are not bigotted to trifles, equal- 
ly ^^\\y and unimportant. 

SERBELLONE, FABRICIUS, 
a difgrace to the military pro- 
fefiion, patronized and employed 
againil^the Proteilants of Avignon 
arid Orange, by Pope Pius the 
Fourth, and that unfeeling Empe- 
ror, Charles the Fifth. 

This infamous Satellite of the 
Vatican, blots the prefent page, 
only for the purpofe of recording 
an execrable refinement of cruelty, 
united with religious rancour, wor- 
thy the monfters who employed 
him, and highly gratifying to his 
own brutality of manners, and 
thirft for blood. 

Having, as he imagined, ex* 
haufted his invention in fearch of 
new modes of torture, by fufpend- 
ing in chimnies, impaling, and 
ro«ifting by flow fires, the unfor- 
tunate wretches who fell into his 
hands, and by other means too 
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•frbckih^and tooiirfeceWtto recite: 
-mt the inftigation of < Satan or his 
prtme minifters, at St. Peter's and 
Vienna, he procured a number of 
.Oeneva Bibles, and folding the 
'ieaws into long and narrow (lips, 
he larded with them the bodies 
-md limbs of hib miferable victims, 
•previous to his committing them 
to tlie flames. Adding infuk to 
injury, he told them, in the agonies 
-of death, " That he knew it was 
'«n edition of the Bible they were 
qtttached to, and he was determin- 
led they ihould have enough of it.'* 

Such have been the enormities 
-of thofe who fancied they were 
doing God fervice, and fulfilling 
their duty, under a gofpel which 
'•preaches loveand good-will towards 
-man. Such are the eflfefts of blind 
■bigotry and inflamed zeal; fuch the 
•coniequences of pra^tiiing the ex- 
tentalsy the mummeries^ and the cere^ 
maniesy without imbibing the fpirit 
-of Chrifiianity. 

Tantum religio potuit fuadere 
tnalorum. 

I record with forrow, that Ser- 
•bellone died a natural death in 
1 566. The world has for Centu- 
<nes been deafened with the deed of 
Brutus in the Capitol. Was there 
no kind dagger, no friendly hand 
in compaihon to violated nature 
and opprefled humanity, to rid the 
inHjrld of fuch a monster. The 
Di^tor, with all his faults, was a 
fmoHy he poilefTed many endearing 
and amiable^ qualities, and as the 
iequel proved, had adopted a con- 
dud, beft calculated for the.bafb 
degenerate dregs of Roman cor- 
ruption. 

SBRVIN, Monfieur, a young 
Frenchman, of good ejtrac- 
'^ioQ, who attended '& ^uke of 



'Sully on Kis embafly to England^ 
in the year 1603, at the preffing 
requcft of his father, a remarkable 
«nd earned requeft; it was, that 
he would try to nwrke him an ho- 
neft man, which induced that 
^reat minifter to fearch into his 
character. 

He found him of a genius £b 
Hvely, that nothing could cfcape 
his penetration, and of a memory 
fo retentive, that he feemed never 
to forget; well acquainted with 
philofophy, mathematics, and for- 
tification, and excelling particular- 
ly in religious controverfy, and 
pc/lemic divinity: to thefe qualifi- 
cations were added a knowledge of 
the dead, as well as the modern 
languages, and a peculiar talent at 
mimicry, which, with great nnifi- 
cal and' vocal fkill, rendered his 
company highly agreeable ; he was 
of a well made vigorous form, ex- 
pert as well as graceful in moft 
manly exercifes. 

But the fame man, thus highly 
endowed, was falfe, cruel, and 
•cowardly ; a fharper, a drunkard, 
and glutton ; and, notwithitanding 
his rank in life gave him a right 
as well as opportunity to afTociatc 
with the firft chai-a<5ters for rank 
and fame, he delighted in the vileft 
-of company, in j^nfuality without 
refinement, which, with other bafe 
purfuits, cut tiim off in the flower 
of his age, and he laiUv died in a 
brothel. 

Servin, whofe chara£^er I fuf- 
pe£t has been embelliihed by the 
invention, or darkened by the re- 
fentments of Sully, at once a mir- 
acle and a monfler, is an additional 
proof, that happinefe does not coo- 
fifl in a pofleifion of the greateit 
f«ribnal and external advantages^ 

but 
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but m a right ufe and application 
of th^m ; and, when we conllder, 
that ofhim to whom miich is given, 
much (hall be required, mediocrity 
of talent is rather to be deiired thaa 
iplendid ability and high at(ain* 
ment. • 

SHERIDAN, RICHARD 
BRINSLEY, a memb^ of 
parliament, a dramatic writer, an 
acute politician, ai\d a grandfon of 
the friend and intimate companion 
of Swift; a fituation which Dr. 
Sheridan found in every refpe^ 
not the mod definable, as the Dean 
appears to have confidered himfelf 
authorized by genius or predomi- 
nating prefumption, to convert 
many of his refpCifVahie cotempo- ' 
raries into butts, for the exertion 
of his talent at ridicule and fatire, 
not fan£tioned in every inftance 
by the awards of jullice and of 
truth. 

A frelh teftimony of the defe(fts 
of this work, in tafte and judg- 
ment, will probably arife againft 
me, when I prof efs that the School 
for Scandal, for original invention, 
ufcful application to the purpofes 
of life, and interefting combination 
of incident, is not in my opinion, 
;hat produdion, for which Mr. 
Sheridan will be moft indebted for 
the eftabliihment of his podhu- 
mous fame. The plot evidently 
^nd as I underhand from the au« 
thor's confeffion, avowedly bor- 
rowed from his mother's once fa- 
vourite novel, Sydney Biddulph-4 
the fentiments, and the leading* 
plan, profefledly Henry Fielding's, 
while Charles and Joieph Surface, 
are in reality, the Tom Jones and 
Blifil of our great novelift, with a 
fplendid varniih of modern man- 
tiers and £aihionaUe rcfiAemeat, 



di^fed over the firenes.' Withe 
thefe drawbacksL on the fcocc oi 
original i>ty, and other drawback^ 
which I nvay hereafter remark^ 
who can, or who wiihes to deny, 
ihat Mr. Sheridan's comedy, com-^ 
pared to the productions of his con 
temporaries, is a mountain of Go^. 
conda diamonds to a moie-hill of 
Briftol ftone. 

Yet, notwithftaading all its mt^ 
ritsof neat dialogue, lively repartee^ 
atid humorous fally, I ha4 rather 
be the author of the convorfattoa 
parts, but not the dramatic fatiro 
of the critic, which is firequentlyr 
forced, unfounded, and far fetch- 
ed ;. I alfo prefer his fpeech, dur- 
ing the impeachment, inWeftmin- 
fter-Hall, his monody to the me- 
mory of Garrick, and his attacks 
on Mr. Pitt, during the progrefe 
of the Tobacco Bill, through the 
Houfe of Commons, which laft, 
whether t:onfidered as extempore 
effufions, or premeditated elaborate 
fpecches, pfceafed me at the time, 
beyond any of his other perfbmin 
antes, by a rare union of wit, ar« 
gument, and ludicrous analogy. 

" Mr. Sheridan," faid a lady, 
whofe^^Bnverfation I had ratheff 
Uften to, than the bed play of our 
bed writer, " Mr. Sheridan is a 
fool if he pays a bill to one of the 
tradefmen who receive his comedy 
with fnch thunders of ^pplaufe ; 
he oughc CO tell them, in the words 
of Charles, that, for %he life of 
him, he could never make his juf- 
tice keep pace with his.generofity, 
and they would have no kind of 
right to complain." 

However perfonally fevere the 
farcafm may appear, the inference 
is well founded and jqft. Our au- 
thor, it mud be confeiTed, has in 
X a a mafterly 
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a mafterly manner blown up slnd 
cxpofed the covered ways, the 
mines and countermines of hypo- 
crify, cant, felflfh plaufibility, and 
cunning ; but, I fear, he has put 
to flight, at leaft out of counte- 
nance, a due attention to the com- 
mon duties of life, decent deport- 
ment, purity of manners, and re- 
gularity of condu6t ; in a word, 
or rather his own words, he has 
damned fentiment^ and brought into 
difcredit and fufpicion that appear- 
ance of morality and ferioufiiefs, 
which has been pronounced the 
foil for every virtue, and which, 
however at times it may have 
ferved to difguife the bafe purpofes 
of fraud and duplicity, was the 
nurfe of religion, and, in a thou- 
iand ihftances, highly ferviceable 
to the inlerefts and convenience of 
fociety. Ridicule is not the teft of 
truth ; and he who long perfifts in 
laughing at rectitude, is not far from 
the praSice of flagitious condu6L 
Mr. Sheridan, or his comedy, 
has applied to morals a theory, 
which certain vifionary writers, 
who fancied themfclves philofo- 
phers, have applied to drefs. " Can 
It poffibly be of any confequence," 
cned thefe fuperficial reafoners, 
<• fo affiduoufly to cover the knees 
and the neck of our females." By 
a peculiar, but irrefiftible logic, 
the logic of ridicule and fhame, 
which operate when argument b 
found ineffedual, our author has 
prevailed on honourable conduit 
to lower her pre-eminent and tow- 
ering mien, to drop or to conceal 
her crefband cap of maintenance ; 
by the artillery of flirugs and 
fmiles, the irreflftibte laugh, and 
embarraffine perflflage, he has le- 
TcUed the flight but ufefiil barriers 



of opinion, which defended good- 
nefe, not only from attack, but 
from the fear and peril of it ; he 
has, I fear, torn down or impaired 
the thin, the bewitching, the fa- 
cred, the delicate, but, in general, 
the effe6tual veil, which feparated 
refined pleafure from' fenluality ; 
which, while it helped to proteft 
our beft and dearefl joys from un- 
hallowed hands, by the magic aids 
of creative imagination, gave a 
thoufand little indefcribable charms 
to the circumflances of love, friend - 
fliip, ambition, pleafure, and in- 
telle^hial toil. 

A man formed on the plan of 
Charles Surface, the hero of the 
School for Scandal, would be a 
pleafant companion at table, a ge- 
nerous, open-hearted dog, that 
character fo fafcinating to mankind, 
a friend to mod peHbns, and no 
man's enemy but his own ; in 
many tr>ing fituations of life, he 
would be the hero of humanity, a 
chriflian in ad, if no( in faith, a 
demi-god ; but his compoiition 
would be of materials not calcu- 
lated for forming a ufeful member 
of fociety, a huS)and, a father, or 
a friend. 

Mahogany, fattin-wood, ebony, 
and a variety of beautiful veneers, 
for inlaying, furnifli the cabinets 
and faloons of the curious and 
wealthy with numerous articles of 
elegance and fplendor ; but for the 
daily and more neceflary purpofes 
of building and^manufadkure, deal, 
oak, afli, and elm, afford coarfer 
but more ferviceable materials to 
the workman. 

During the debates on the to* 
bacco excife a6t, in which, fays a 
friend at my elbow, Mr. Pitt had 
the argument, and Sheridan the 

wit 
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wit on his fide, the following notes 
were taken from the fpeech of the 
fubje^l of this article. 

Borrowing terms from the fub- 
jc6t, Mr. Sheridan defcribed the 
progrcfs and manufacture of the 
bill in queflion: ** The original 
leaf (he obferved) after a chemical 
tinge from the crown lawyers, and 
being dufted and fifted at the Trea- 
fury, receives a permit from the 
Houfe of Commons. But who, 
Ml. Speaker, ihall guard againft 
the difpenfing powers with which 
the commiffioners are armed ? Af- 
fifted by the hint of fome damn*d 
good natured friend, they may fay 
to an unfortunate fmuggler, you 
oppofed government at the general 
election ; you are a rank blue and 
buff; you have long carried on a 
contraband trade, and can expert 
no mercy ; but, for the good man 
behind you, I fee by his orange 
cape that he is an honeil fellow, 
he is not one of the meddling fac- 
tion, which on every occafion is 
voting againft us ; his fine (hall 
certainly be mitigated. 

*' Befides, the commiffioners, in 
an inftance on record, have obliged 
parliament to fanCiify error, and 
legalize falfe teftimony; they have 
determined Clarke's hydrometer 
to be the beft and only legal ftan- 
dard, nbtwithflanding, in a public 
court of juftice, on the trial of n 
man accufed of keeping fpirit 
above proof, it was determined, 
that thiy hydrometer wa^ falfe, in- 
accurate, and erroneous, by the 
united attedations of many refpec- 
table officers of the revenue, as 
well as the declaration of Clarke 
himfelf, the original inventor. 

" Is it poffible, SJr, to provide 
againft the cs^pricioqfi)^^ of ai^ 



Englifh climate ? the different qua* 
lities, fweatings, and fermentations, 
of an article like tobacco, which, 
on one hogfhead, has been known, 
to gain ten pounds in weight, and 
on another, to lofe forty, though 
landed together from tha fame 
fliip, and kept in the fame ware* 
houfe ? Can you ^ontroul fer- 
mentation by a£l^ of parliament ? 
will the , elements fubmit t© the 
ftatute-book } If, however, means 
can be invented to obviate thcfe 
objections, your cxcifemen muft 
be fent forth with thermometers, 
.inftead of ink bottles, hanging at 
their button-holes : permits muft 
be iffiied for damps and fogs ; we 
m\ift take fecurity of Chriftmas 
for frolt, and make Auguft give a 
bond for fine weather." 

Complaints of the flow reward* 
of eminent endowment, have been 
frequent, long, and pathetic ; reams 
of paper have been moiftened by 
the wailings of negleCted literary 
abilities. — Inflead of argument or 
reply, I fliall produce, and exult 
while I produce, the Member for 
Stafford, who, after furmounting 
the obflacles of unpleafing form, 
narrow fortune, peculiar paternal 
iituation, minifterial frownis, and 
an unpopular opinion of his prin- 
ciples, has attained a pre-eminence, 
which enables him to meet, on . 
even ground, the proud poffeffors 
of hereditary honour and wealth ; 
while, to crown his triumphs, 
foothe his forrows, gild the ftorms 
and ihare the fun«fhine of life, 
heaven bleffed his love with one, 
who united harmony with fenti- 
ment, and foftnefs with good fenfe. 
Wit, worth, and beauty, fhall long 
lament the early death of this ami. 
able woman, to whom Mr. Sheri. 

^an 
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dan did not know how much hcv 
was indebted, till deprived of her 
intcrefling fociety. Without this 
friend, compariion, counfellor, and 
guide, I am perfuaded he never 
would have overtaken or retained 
the favourite objects of his purfuits 
in literature, connexion, and am- 
l^ition. The following lines were 
once juftly applied to Mrs. Sheri- 
dan's influence on her huiband. 

—Hope breath'd forth thefe faf- 
cinating founds, 

Friendlhip and honor foon fliall 
heal his wounds ; 

The voice of nuptial love re- 
forms his plan, 

And nK)deration forms the fu- 
ture man. 

The following lines, pathetic, 
tender, fenti mental and pi6turefque, 
are part of Stanzas addreffed to 
the late Mrs. Sheridan, before mar- 
riage, in confequence of a trifling 
difference in opinion. When I 
Confider this admirable woman, 
with all her qualities and accom- 
pliftiments, I helitate not in faying, 
that I ihould have preferred the 
poflTeflion oi fuch a ixjffe^ to all his 
talents and all his good fortune ; 
multis ilia bonis fiebilis occidit. 

Tell me, thou grotto of 
mofs-cover'd flone, 

And tell me, thou willow with 
leaves dripping dew. 

Did Delia feem vex'd when Ho- 
ratio was gone. 

And did fhe confefs her refent- 
ment to you ? 

Did fhe frown when I dar'd 

to advife. 
And figh when fhe faw that I 

did it with zeal ? 



Trut, true, filly leaves, ^ flie 

ik\6^ I allow. 
She frown*d, but no rage in hev 

looks cou'd I fee ; 
She frown'd, but reflection had 

clouded her brow. 
She figh*d, but perhaps 'twas in 

pity to me. 
Then wave thy leaves brifker, 

thou willow of woe ; 
I tell thee, no rage in her looks 

cou'd I fee ; 
I cannot, I will not, believe it 

was fo. 
She was not, Ihe cou'd not, be 

angry with me. 

SMITH, CHARLOTTE, a 
poetefs of Suflex, an intcreft- 
ing novelift, and a fuccefsful wan- 
derer, in the regions of pi6hirefque 
and pathetic poetry. 

It is to be lamented, that the 
fine vein of folemu fadnefs; with 
which the fonnets of this ingenious' 
woman are fo uniformly tinftured, 
fhould derive its origin from do- 
meflic inquietude; yet, I truft 
her private calamities have been 
alleviated or foothed, by that pub- 
He approbation, of which fhe has 
long and defervedly enjoyed fa 
confiderable a fhare. 

Were a work of this writer pu> 
into my hand, without her name 
prefixed, the compofition by in- 
ternal evidence, would aJmoil in- 
ftantly point out the fair author. 
A glowing enthufiafm in the caufe 
of civil and religious liberty, a 
minute defcription of rutUc ict- 
nery, with no ordinary (hare of 
knowledge in botany and natural 
philofophy; winds rufhing through 
dark pafTages, and interrupting the 
midnight filence, while the moon 
eafls a folemn light through the 
gothic window oi 9M antient chst- 

pel. 
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pel, or l:ietwecn the braadhes of a 
waving wood, and the melancholy 
murmur ings of a flream at a dif- 
tance, and the Jhveet bird tf nighty 
are obje^s (lie apparently dwrfts 
on with pleafure, and has intro- 
duced with the happieil effect ki 
mod of her produdions. 

Without waiting to decide <^ 
the juftice of her decifions on the 
French Revolution, and the obvi- 
ous caricature with which fome of 
her Gallic portraits are drawn, 
what Whig or what Tory has not 
read her novels with pleafure ? It 
feems the prerogative of genius 
and of tafte, to fafcinate and over- 
power dl prejudices and all parties. 
Charles the Second read and praifed 
the P^radife Loft, of that ftern 
Republican, who applauded the 
death, and degraded the memory 
of his father ; and fome of the 
faireft ariftocrates of the Englifii 
capital may be numbered with the 
admirers of Charlotte Smith. 

As fonnets.havc been of late a 
faihionable compofition, I fliall 
conclude with producing a few ex- 
examples of this lighter fpecies of 
poetr)', in which our great Englifli 
poet is fuppofed to have been ex- 
celled by modern writers; chiefly 
I fufpeft, from his fuffering his 
mufe to be fettered in the ungrace- 
ful trammells of Italian models, 
^ and the puerile pedantry of alter- 
nate rhyme. Milton's Sonnets 
have been called harih, formal, 
and uncouth, vet they bear evi- 
dent marks of genius and claffic 
purity. 

To General Cromwell. 
By John Milton. 
Cromwell, our chief of men, whp 
through a cloud. 



Not of war only, hut ddtradtons 

rude, 
Guided by faith and matchlefs Sot* 

titude ; 
To peace and truth thy gloriota 

way haft ploughed. 
And on the neck of crowned for- 
tune proud 
Haft rear'd God*s trophies, and 

his work purfu'd. 
While Darwcn ftream with blood 

of Sqots imbru'd, 
And Dunbar field refounds thy 

praifes loud, 
And Worcefter's laureat wreath. 

Yet much remains 
To conquer ftill ; peace hath facr 

viftories 
No lefs renown'd than war ; new 

foes arife 
Threat'ning to bind our fouls wifti 

fecular chains : 
Help us to fave free confcience 

from the paw 
Of hireling wolves, whofe gofpel 

is their maw. 

To Cyriac Skinner. 

By the fame. 

Cyriac, whofe grandfire on the 

royal bench 
Of Brit ifh Themis, with no mean 

applaule 
Pronounc'd, and in his volumes 

taught our laws, 
Which others, at their bar, fo -often 

wrench : 
To-day deep thoughts refblve with 

me to drench 
In mirth, that after no repenting 

draws ; 
I.et Euclid reft, and Archimedei 

paufe, 
And M^hat the Swede intends, airii 

what the French. 
To meafufb life, learn thou be- 
times, and know 

Toward 
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Toward foltd good what leads the 

nearefl way. 
For other things kind Heaven a 

time ordains ; 
And difapprqves that care, tho' 

wife in ftiow, 
Which with fuperfluous burden 

loads the day ; 
And when God fends a cheerful 

hour, refrains. 

To a Nightingale, 
By Mrs. Smith. 

Poor melancholy bird, that all 

night long, 
Tcirft to the moon, thy tender 

tale of woe ; 
Say, whence this mournful melody 

of fong. 
From what fad caufe can fuch 

fweet forrows flow. 
Pale forrow's vi£hms wer't thou 

once among, 
Though now released in woodlands 

wild to rove j 
Or haft thou felt, from friends, 

fome cruel wrong. 
Art thou the martyr of difaft'rous 

love ? 
Ah ! fongftrefs fad, that fuch my 
, lot might be. 
To (igh and fing, at liberty^ like 

thee. 

The libeity for which the lady 
fighed, if I miftake not, has been 
procured by means of that ufcful 
pacifier of nuptial jarrs, a Proctor 
in Doctors Commons. 

By the fame. 

The partial Mufe has, from my 

earlieft hours, 
Smird on the rugged path I'm 

doom*d to tread. 
And ftilly with (bortive hand, has 

fbatch'd wild fiow'ni 



To weave fantaftic gatiands for 

my head : 
But far, for happier, is the lot of 

thofe 
Who never learn'd her dear delu- 

^Yt art ; 
Which, while it decks the head 

with many a rofe^ 
Referves the thorn to fefter in the 

heart. 
Ah, then, how dear the Mufes 

favours coft, 
If thofe paint forrow beft who 

feel it moft. 

By an anot^mcus Author, 

A rofe had been recently wafh'd 

in a IhowV, 
That Mary to Anna convey'd ; 
The plentiful moifture encumber'd 

the fiowV 
And weigh'd down its beautiful 

^^ead. 
I haftily feiz'd it, unfit as it was 
For a nofegay, fo dripping and 

drown'd ; 
And Hiaking it rudely, too rudely, 

alas ! 

I fnapp'd it, it fell to the ground. 
"And fuch," I cxclaim'd, " is 

the pitilefs part, 
•* Some aft by a delicate mtnd ; 
** Regardle6 of cruelly wringing 

a heart, 
" Already to forrow* reiign'd. 
" This pride of .the garden, had I 

fhaken it lefs, 
" Might have bloomed in full 

fragrance awhile; 
" And the tear that is wip'd with 

a little addrefs, 
" May be followed perhaps with a 

fmile." 

By an unknonjM Auibtr. 

II n'efi qu'en aimant que je vive. 

A thoufaiid 
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A tboufand cares our droojMng 

fpirits feize, 
' Ten tboufand ills our throbbing 

bofoms goad ; 
Deluding meteors tempt us from 

our peace, - 

Delay, fufpence, and fear, are 

plac'd along the road. 
Amid life's dang'rous wilds, and 

midnight gloom, 
Thanks to that powV which (beds 

one ray of light! 
The fainting traveler's journey to 

illume, 
Through paifions maze, and errors 

threefold night. 
Tho' health deny her blifsful gifts 

to me, 
Tho* fortune blind, refufe a lavifli 

ftore ; 
Each pang, dear maid, is footh'd 

at fight of thee, 



Againft that heart which was re- 
fused to me. 
The loveliefl breaft, for pureft 

tranfport form*d, 
E'en I, who now thine icy cold- 

nefs mourn ; 
With gentle throb, and gentle glow 

have warm'd. 
Which love forbad me ever to re 

turn. 
To foothe, with fmiles, a parent's 

age be thine, 
Unpity'd death, and blailed hope 

are mine. 

By Tom RuffeL 
Cou'd then the babes from yon 

unfhelter'd cot. 
Implore thy paffing charity in 

vain ? 
Too thoughtlefs youth ! what tho' 

thy happier lot. 



PofTefTmg thee, I never can be Infult their life of poverty and 

pain ! 
What, tho' their Maker doomed 



poor, 
The Cherub, love, with fmiles 

relieves my pain, 
Blefl with thole fmiles, the world 

ihall frown in vain. 



PofTeifion without mutual Affec- 
tion. 

By the fame. 

In virgin arms, how bleft the 

lover's part. 
How doth his bread rebound with 

confcious pride ; 
Far happier he who wins the 

maiden's heart ! 
Feels himfelf lov'd, that blifs to 

me deny'd. 
Nor thou, my fair one, if per^ 

chance thine eye, 
Thefe feeble lines' fome future time 

fliall fee ; 
Think that I dare to breathe one 

rebel figh. 
Vol. II. 



them thus forlorn, 
To brook the mockery of the 

taunting throng, 
Beneath th'oppreSbr's iron fcourge 

to mourn, 
To mourn, but not to murmur at 

his wrong ! 
Yet, when their lafl late evening 

fhall decline. 
Their evening chearful, tho' their 

day diftreft, 
A hope, perhaps, more heavenly 

bright than thine, 
A grace by thee unfought, and un- 

poffefl, 
A feith more fix'd, a rapture more 

divine. 
Shall gild their pafTage to eternal 

reft. ■ 

By the fame. 
Dear bi^be, whofe meaning by fond 

looks exprefti 
Y Thr 
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Thy only^littte eldquence^ might 

move, 
The fterncft ibul to tcntkrncfs and 

love. 
While thus 



Thou fwectly finilcft ' 

Wretch as I am, unwonted to de- 
light, 
A tranfient gladnefs cheers my 

breaft; 
Yet foon, the tears burft forth,— 
■ ■ while 1 divine. 

What chilling blafls may nip thy 

riper years ; 
What in myfelf I feel, I fear for 

thee, 
But God forbid my woes ihou'd 
e'er be thine ! 

From the Greek, 

By the fame. 

No more at midnight fpreading 

dire alarms. 
The blazing beacons rouze the 

youth to arms ; 
In rufty helms, and mails of al- 
tered hue, 
The bufy fpider fpreads her fubtle 

clue. 
To toils of war, athletic fports 

fucceed. 
And to the trumpets blaft, the 

rural reed. 
Love, laughter, wine, the fleeting 

hours employ, 
The dance of triumph, and the 

fong of joy. 

SMITH, ADAM, an acute and 
profound writer, on the Na- 
ture and Caufes of the Wealth of 
Nations, whofe book may be call- 
ed a hiftory of human induftry, 
in which the improvements and 
defe6ts in agriculture, manufac- 
tures, arts, commerce revdMie, 



and public expenditure are deline* 
ated by the hand of a mailer. 

This author is a flriking indance 
of the power and infhience of li- 
ttrary exertion well dire^ed : on 
the fubjefts in which his energy 
was principally employed, befides 
eflablifhing his own fortune and 
reputation, he has inftrudted flatef- 
men, directed fenates, and im- 
proved kings. If certain fuggef^ 
tions of thie Dodor, arc (as for 
certain reafons, I hope they will 
be) if they are properly followed 
up, I forefee a falutary revolution 
in the commercial inteicourfcs of 
Europe; but fbr the blafling ef- 
fe6ts of defolating war. 

One of his axioms cannot be 
too often repeated to minifters, and 
city members, who exercife their 
induftry with fo much alacrity, in 
fabricating and defending bounties, 
drawbacks, and prohibitions. 

" Every fyftem which endea- 
vours by extraordinary encourage- 
ment, to draw a greater (hai^ <A 
the capital of the fociety towards a 
particular fpecies of induftry, than 
would naturally go to it ; or, by ex* 
traordinary reftraints, to force 
from a particular fpecies of induf- 
try a (hare, which would otherwifc 
be employed in it, is fubrerfive of 
the great purpofes it means to pro- 
, mote, retards the progrcfs of a 
country. to wealth, and diminifhci 
the vahie of the annual produce 
of its land and labour.** 

The fpirit of barter or exchange 
may be traced from the favage, 
who offers the fkin of an antAai 
he has juft hunted down and fed 
on, for a nail or a bauble, to 
the wealthy merchant, who ex- " 
ports the produce of hts native 
country, after it hai affftrded food 

tnd 
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and employment to thomftnds, and 
receives raw materials* with which, 
in a more improved form» he fup- 
piies a variety of foreign markets. 

A fuperficial obferver would 
naturally confider that country as ^ 
the moft wealthy, which poflTefled 
mines, and the g;reateil quantity 
of the precious metals ; but Spain 
and Portugal are ilriking prgofs 
how eafily fuch countries may be 
drained of their fpecie by poorer, 
but more cnterprizing neighbours. 
The greateft propoition of rude 
produce, and the greateft aptnefs 
for produ<5live labour in preparing 
and increafing its value, are in 
effeft the only real riches. The 
productions of the earth may there- 
fore be compared to bullion, and 
labour, the ftamp or mint-mark, 
which gives currency and utility to 
the metal. Had the pofleflbrs of 
Mexico and Peru been dire6ted by 
the fame energy of mind to their 
wool and their grapes, which im- 
pelled them to' the golden but 
bloody harvefts, of Soutii America, 
they would long fince have emerged 
from the clou(& of mean jealoufy 
and fuperftition, and have felt the 
enlivening rays of literature, na- 
tional profperity, power, and hap* 
pineis. 

But it is on the f^bje^ of a free 
trade, that Dr. Smith fpeaks the 
language of juftice, truth, and com- 
mon fcnfe ; " A . free and open 
colony trade jprefents a great, 
though diftant tale, for f^ch pro- 
duct as exceeds the demands of 
the mother countiy ; but this ad- 
vantageous intercourie^ when it 
degenerates into that mean and 
malignant expedient, a monopoly, 
by raiiing the rate of profit 00 tbf 



new employment, dcftroys other 
ufeful branches of commerce near- 
er home. By fuiting to one parti- 
cular market only, lo great a part 
of the induftry and commerce of 
Great Britain, it has rendered it 
more precarious, and lefs fccure 
than if their produce had been ac- 
commodated to a greater variety of 
purchafers. A monopoly deprcflca 
the induftry of other countries, 
without increafing that of thofe, 
ill whofe favour fuch unnatural 
reftraints have been made. To 
promote the UttU intereft of one 
littU order of men in one country, 
it hurts the interefts oi all other 
orders of men, in all countries." 

Thefe reflexions naturally lead 
our author to the commercial 
fovereigns in Leadenliall-ftreet, 
'' whofe interefts, as kings and at 
merchants, are conftantly opposite 
to each other, and too often def» 
truCtive to thofe who have the 
misfortune to be at once both their 
fubje6ls and their cuftomers ; at 
fovereigns, it is evidently their in- 
tereft to fell the European goods 
they export, as cheap, and to buy 
India goods as dear as poftible; 
but as traders, their intereft is di» 
redily tlie revedc. 

<' Exclufive companies are there- 
fore nuifances in every refpe6t, 
and the genius oi the government 
of the Eaft India company being 
eflentially, and perhaps incurably 
faulty, in Europe, its adminiftra^ 
tion in Ii^dta muft be ftill worfe. 
To trade more or lefs on their own 
accounts, which, at ten thoufand 
miles diftance can never be pre-i 
vented; to exclude rivals, to buy 
cheap, and to fell dear, in fliort, 
to make £prenuneat fubiervient 
y a tQ 
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to the felfifh purpofes of monopo- 
ly, is evidently, and ever will be, 
the bufinefs of their fervants." 

In a fyftcm fo radically defective, 
and founded on injuftice, can we 
wonder at human integrity being 
unable to refift temptation ? can 
wc be furprized ,at the fervants 
employed in a government, com- 
mercial, and, of neceffity, military 
and defpotic, being led to a per- 
verfion of juftice, and ftill conti- 
nuing to harrafs, to ruin, and to 
deftroy ? Is it unnatural, in fuch 
a fyftem, that the chief clerk of a 
fi^ory, whofe warehoufe is over- 
ftocked with opium, ihould, with 
a file of mufqueteers at iiis elbow, 
order a poor peafant to plough up 
a fertile field of poppies, at times 
the mod profitable part of his crop. 
Indeed, ** it is a lingular admini- 
ftration, in which every member 
tirilhes to get out of the country as 
foon as he can, with his whole 
fortune ; and, as foon as this de- 
fir^ble event has taken place, he 
Is perfe<5lly indifferent if the whole 
country were fwallowed up by an 
earthquake." 

The National AfTembly of 
France evinced, from the begin- 
ning, a {\rong diflikc to monopo- 
lies ; they difTolved the French 
Eaft India company, and voted 
the whole fyftem of fuch reftraints 
to be pernicious, ** becaufe they 
coIle6t the principles of motion 
and of life into a fmall part of 
the body politic, but leave a lan- 
guor and want of energy in all the 
reft." Yet it is to be feared, that 
the interefts of Great Britain, and 
thofe of the Eaft India company, 
afie fo intimately involved, that 
aiiy accident which ihould demo- 



lifh the fabric of that ftiipendons 
monopoly, would inevitably drstg 
down, ill promifcuous common 
ruin, the commercial, the monied 
interefts, and the fources of reve- 
nue which fupport the mother 
country. On this plea alone, can 
be excufed the oihcious interpofi- 
tion and arbitrary mandates of the 
board of controul, which, com- 
pared to the moft alarming claufes 
of Mr. Fox's bill, are theci*ufhing 
paws of a tiger, to the velvet foot 
of a dormoufe. 

Equally injurious and unjuft are 
many domeftic reftri6fcions on la- 
bour, manufa<5tures, and trade, 
which, under various names and 
pretences, all tend to reftrain com- 
petition. Among thefe, we may 
reckon the exclufive privileges of 
incorporated bodies and towns, 
where only freemen can carry on 
trade; the laws againft workmen 
combining againft their mafters, 
who, in their turn, are perpetually 
uniting in cabals againft their fer- 
vants and the public, with impu- 
nity ; the limitation of the num- 
ber of apprentices in particular 
crafts and myfter'tes^ and the unne- 
ceflary extenfion of the term of 
apprenticefhip. 

" The property which every 
nian has in his own labour and 
ingenuity, is the original founda- 
tion of all other property, and to 
hinder him from employing it in 
whatever manner, or in whatever 
place, be thinks proper, without 
injury to his neighbour, is a direct 
violation of equity. The anxiety 
of law-rpakers, on thefe and many 
other fubjefts, is at once imperti- 
nent and oppreffive. Lengthening 
the term of apprenticeihips has no 
tendency 
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tendency to form young people to 
induftrious habits, for he only will 
be induftrious, who derives an 
immediate benefit from it. The 
great fweetener of labour is recQm- 
pence. To work for a long time; 
and to receive no advantage, in an 
infallible method of creating an 
averfion to it ; and pariih appren- 
tices, who are generally bound out 
for long terms, for thib reafon fo 
often prove idle and worthlefe. 
The firft inventions in fcience and 
mechanics, were undoubtedly the 
produ6tion of deep thought; but 
to explain and apply them, is a 
bufinefs within the compafs of a 
few leflbns. It is true, that if 
trades were thus laid open, and 
ealily learnt, competition would 
increafe, and wages fall. The 
mafters, the trades, ti?e crafts^ and 
the my/ieriesy would be injured,** 
but what in every cafe Ihould be 
the principal obje£^, the public 
would be a gainer. 

Another fpecies of monopoly, 
that of the great dealers in mtel- 
ie<^ual commodities, has not cf- 
caped the inveftigating fpirit of 
Dr. Smitl^. " The endowments 
of fchools and colleges, by dim!- 
nifhing the neceffity of application 
and exertion in the teachers, have 
in fome meafure fi*uftrated the in- 
tention of their founders. Moft of 
the public profeflbrs in our univer- 
iities, have for many years given 
up all pretence to teaching. What- 
ever attracts ftudents to any femi- 
nary, independent of the merit 
of the in{lru6tors, tends to dimi- 
nifh the neceffity of that merit; 
all difcipline, and every regulation, 
in which the intereft and eafe of 
the mafters are more attended to 
than the progrds of the fcholarS| 



inilead of forwarding, muft be 
highly unfavorable to the interefts 
of learning. The richer the col- 
lege, the worfe calculated it is for 
the purpofes of education, and the 
more obftinately averfe to improve- 
ment and alteration.'^ 

If the royal^reafoner of Pekin, 
previous to a late embafly, had 
known, that in an age and country 
which boafts of its fcientific and 
dida<5tic acquirements ; had he 
known, that the preparing and 
finiihing our ftatefmen, legiflators, 
gentlemen, men of the world and 
of bufinefs, that all muft alike 
wade through the trafh of anti- 
quated and exploded fyftems, of 
iophtftry, quirks, quibbles, jargon^ 
and nonfenfe ; and, after fuch a 
heavy expence of time, money, 
and common fenfe, come into the 
world completely ignorant of the 
bufinefs of human life ; the impe- 
rial poet would have added ridicule 
and contempt to his farcaftic cinc- 
tures. 

Religious monopolies have 
alfo caught our author's penetrat- 
ing eye. ** Had politicians never 
called in the dangerous aid of reli- 
gion, they would have had no 
temptation to treat the profefTon 
of one fet of opinions with a par- 
tiality injurious to, and calculated 
to irritate the maintainers of ano- 
ther." An eftabliflied reljgion is 
only a vi6lorious fe6l:, whofe cha- 
riot wheels the civil magiftrate 
mull fubmiffively follow, and en- 
force that obedience he pays. A 
variety of fe^s in religion is iat 
from being an evil ; independent 
of the indifference of do<^rinal 
tenets merely fpeculatwcy a fyftema- 
tic morality, favorable to good 
oi-der, is generally the confequence. 
BefideSi 
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Befides, under an eilablifbrnent, 
the fovemgn cannot be iecure 
without a prevalent influence over 
the dergy, and that can only be at 
the expence of the people. 

It ba» been the fiaihion, from 
die days of Bijhop Blazgy to call 
wool the ftaple cot^oiodity of this 
kingdom, though I have never yet 
been informedy why it is more fo 
than any other rude produce that 
conlHtutes materials for manufac- 
ture. Neither the tanner, the 
timber-merchant, or the faiUcloth 
iveaver, " ^ave been fortunate 
enough to perfuade parliament, 
that the welfare of this country 
depended on the profpcrity of 
their particular trade." But, on 
the fubjeft of wool, the national 
d(plufion has been, and in fome 
tneafure continues, complete. To 
trade in it has been rendered both 
troublefome and dangerous, by 
laws, breathing at once violence 
vid artifice. Its exportation hat 
been forbidden, under fevere pe- 
nalties and confifcation ; and even 
its conveyance rendered hazard- 
ous, in certain 6tuations. 

*» The peribns concerned in the 
wool manufia6ture deceived the le- 
pflature, by laying, what is ftill 
generally believed, that Englifh 
wool was peculiar and fuperior to 
that of any other country; and 
that foreigners could not make fine 
cloth without a mixture of our 
wool in it : this, however, is falfe, 
for Englifh wool is wholly unfit 
for making fine cloth, nor can it 
be mixed with Spaniih wool, with- 
out injuring its fabric." 

It may be faid, in favor of pro- 
hibiting the exportation of wool, 
that, although the dodrtoe of the 
manu&6ture is ill-foucided, when 



applied to ^e chtbj yet, if wool 
were permitted to be exported 
without reitridions, our neigh- 
bours would, from their jX)or peo- 
ple living cheaper, be able to un- 
der-fell us in the article of coarie 
cloth, at the home as well as the 
foreign market. " A degradation 
of xht price of wool has been the 
natural confequence ; and its pre- 
fent price, compared to what it 
bore in the reign of Edward the 
Third, is as feven to ten." 

Though clothiers may congra- 
tulate each other on this circum- 
flance, it is as unjufl as it is inju- 
rious to the landholder and farmer, 
who arc thus tieil down to a parti- 
cular market, and it has undoubt- 
edly ierved " to keep up, if not 
increafe, the price of butcher's 
n«eat; for, if the wool and hide 
give the proprietor an inadequate 
compenfation, the deficiency muft 
be made up by the carcafe." 

Though Dr. Smith doubts, I 
cannot but be certain, that the 
wages of the labouring man are 
cruelly inadequate to the rife ia 
the price of the neceflaries of liiie, 
from natural as well as artificial 
caufes. I alfo beg leave to differ 
from him in opinion, when he 
thinks that the cheapnefs of pota- 
toes and other common vegetables, 
fufficiently compenfates to this ufe* 
fill clafs of men, for the dearneis 
of bread and meat, which ahnoft 
amounts to a total prohibition. 

I need not conduct him to Scot- 
land for a picture of famine, the 
countenances of our peaiants and 
country manufacturers evidently 
difplay it : exiding, but not living, 
on the viicid but ineffeduai food 
of flatulent vegetables, iU calcu- 
lated for daily toil and laborious 
exertion ; 
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exertion ; exhaufted youth rapidly 
finks into premature old age. , Such 
is the fate of thofe who fumifh us 
with food and raiment, while pam- 
pered menials riot on the luxuries 
of our tables, and, abforbing all 
our fmiles, ar% daily encouraged 
at once to ruin and infult us. 

*' To keep down the wages of 
weavers, fpinners, and inferior 
workmen, and to lower the price 
of rude materials, but to raife the 
price of the complete work to the 
public, is the fpirit of our mer- 
cantile fyftem ; a fyftem feldom 
advantageous but to the rich and 
powerful; to the poor and indi- 
gent, in almoft ev^ry inftance, op- 
preffivc." This obfervation is 
equally applicable to farmers, in 
their management between them- 
fWves, the poor, and the public. 
QMOLLET, TOBIAS, a navy 
O furgeon, a phyfician, and a 
novel writer, before that fpecies of 
compoiition was rendered fo com- 
mon and contemptible, and, I i>e- 
lieve, the founder of the Critical 
Review; a work which involved his 
bookfellcr in a law-fuit with the late 
Admiral Knowles, who profefled, 
that his only reafon for commenc- 
ing an a^on was, to know the real 
author, in order that he might ob- 
tain fatisftiftion. As fentence was 
about to be pronounced, Smollet 
gallantly flood forth, avowed him- 
lelf writer of the ftri^^ures inquef- 
tion, and that he was ready to juf- 
tify his conduft. This generous 
and heroic naval commander im- 
mediately profecuted the writer, 
whofe fpirited conduct, gained him 
much ci^dtt and applaufe. 

In the pra^Hcc of phyfic he ne- 
ver was eminent ; he dcfpifed the 
low arts of fincffe, ferrility, and 



cunning. But it is not to record 
his want of fuccefs in a profeffion* 
where merit cannot always infure 
good fortune, that he is here in* 
troduced ; I notice him as a writer 
of that fpecies of modern romance^ 
which has been denominated a no* 
vel, a literary department in which 
he has been happy, fuperior, in 
my opinion, to the moral, the pa» 
thetic, but tirefome Richardfon^ 
and the ingenious, but diffuie 
Fielding, with all his knowle{^e of 
the human heart. 

I am aware, that in this decifiom 
many readers will differ from mc 3 
but can they with truth declare^ 
that they have not fometimes yawnw 
ed, and fometimes (lept, over the 
wire-drawn pages of Grandifon and 
Clarifla, or the common-place in* 
trodu6tory difculiions,- and tediooa 
narratives of Jones, Jofeph An*/ 
drews, and Amelia. That Field* 
ing repeatedly difplays confiderabto 
knowledge of the human hearty 
and that paflages may be pointed 
out in Richardfon, which do ere* 
dit to his imagination and his un* 
dcrftamling, equal to the beft ef- 
forts of Smollet, I cannot deny; 
yet, after pcrufing their works, I 
never quit them with fuch relu<9:» 
ance as I feel on elofing the pages 
of our author, who, without in- 
troducing fo much' of what hat 
been called fine writing, poifefie^ 
in an eminent degree, rfie art of 
roufing our feelings, and fixing the 
attention of his readers. 

The Adventures of Peregrine 
Pickle, though they have been cea^ 
fured as low, fcurrilous, and iok* 
moral, (a charge of a ferious na- 
ture, and which I (hall hereafter 
confider) I have always prefored 
to the other productions of SnulU 

let: 
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let : they relate, in language by 
turns ftrongy eafy, elegant, and pa- 
thetic, a fucceffion of events, form- 
ing a natural, well-di-awn picture 
ofhuman life, which the thought- 
Icfs' may perufe with advantage, 
and the prudent man, with emo- 
.tions of triumph. 

From the wild unlucky boy, 
teizing his aunt and the commo- 
dore, by mifchievous pranks, and 
heading a rebellion at fchool againft 
his mafter, we trace the headftrong 
youth, of pride unbroken, and un- 
bridled appetite, plunging into 
folly, vice, and diifipation; wad- 
ing his fnbftancey injuring the wo- 
man of all others he loved, and at 
' laft pining in a prifon, that fevere 
ichool, wiiich too tardily teaches 
us the falfehood and treachery of a 
bafe world, fafcinating only to 
plunder, and bewitching, only to 
dellroy. Roufed by tlie voice of 
friendfliip, and again reflorcd to 
affluence, he returns, with a flern 
reluctance, founded on a fenfe of 
kis own unworthinefs and vicious ' 
imprudence, to fociety, and loVe ; 
convinced that, after all the bulile 
of pleafure, and glitter of wealth, 
real happinefs is only to be found 
in moderate enjoyment, domeltic 
tranquility, and focial virtue. 

A good ftyle has been defined, 
^ proper words in proper places;" 
and I have not met with a more 
juft feleCtion of appropriate terms, 
and defer iptive exprellions, than in 
tfie following (hort paflTage of Smol- 
kt, though on a trifling fubje6t ; 
it is when Tom Pipes kills the 
prdener's dog. " He was that 
mftant aflaulted by the mafliff, who 
^(lened on the outfide of his thigh, 
feeling himfelf incommoded by 
ibis a&ilant, he quitted the pro- 



flrate gardener, turned round to 
the dog, aud grafping the throat of 
that ferocious animal with both his 
hands, he fqueezed it with fuch 
incredible force and perfeverance, 
that the creature quitted his hold : 
his tongue lolled out of his jaws, 
the blood fiarted from his eyes, and 
he fwung, a lifelefs trunk, in the 
hands of hisyanquiftier." 

His feaft, after the nianner of the 
ancients, is well managed, and re- 
plete with rich ftrokes of humour, 
and pointed fatire, which, in the 
rancour of toryifm, he directed, 
with eagernefs, againft his whig 
opponent, Akenfide. Yet in this, 
and other parts of Peregrine, Smol- 
let has, with fome juftice, been 
thought indelicate; but it fhould 
be recolledted, that in delineations 
of certain circumftances, and cer- 
tain characters, it is difficult for the 
author who draws from nature, 
and real life, to avoid fiiocking the 
faflidious eye of nicety, and icru- 
pulous decorum. The path of 
humour is pleafant and inviting, 
but it is a dangerous one, and too 
often leads us aft ray into the bye- 
roads of indelicacy, as well as ilU 
nature. To fay a good things how - 
ever fmutty or malignant, is a 
temptation equally irrefiftible to 
the humourift, the mimic, and the 
bon-vivant ; and, as I have faid in 
another place, we ought to recol- 
lect, that it is the nature of all hu- 
mour to be fometimes grofs, and 
fometimes inelegant. 

In this refpea, the dialogue be- 
tween Pipes, and the hedge nymph, 
his mafter had accidentally picked 
up on the road, and afterwards in- 
troduced into company as a fine la- 
dy, is culpably obfcene, though 
the ftory is well told, and the ir- 
/ refiftible 
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rcfiftible buoyancy of early im- 
prefiion well marked. The beha- 
viour of Pickle to Hornbeck,"is 
alfo highly iinjuftifiable ; not fatia- 
fied with injuring that unfortunate 
hulband, beyond repair, he adds 
perfonal violence to infult. Yet, 
with thefe, and other faults, I can- 
not but confider it, contrary to the 
general opinion, as fuperior to Ro- 
derick Random, and as a firft- 
rate novel, whofe merits far ex- 
ceed the modern puny productions 
of frivolous falhion, andfeeble fen- 
timent, which load the (lielves of 
our libraries, and teach nonfenfe 
and iniquity to our wives and 
daughters. 

Peregrine's traniition fiom mirth, 
petulance, and gaiety, to anxiety, 
agitation, confiifion, and concei'n, 
after firft beholding the lovely Emi- 
lia Gauntlett, and the progrefs of 
the generous paffion of love, as 
long as hereftrained himfelf within 
the bounds of good fcnfe ; alfo the 
curious mode of replacing a loft love 
letter, are well imagined. But 
when the young man was corrupted 
by profperity, and his principles 
contaminated by excefs and the 
baleful maxims of foreign climes, 
that aweful veneration, which her 
prefence ufed to infpire, gradually 
abated, and he gazed on the lovely, 
the virtuous Entilia, with impure 
deli re. 

After a variety of plans to lull 
her vigilance and apprehensions, 
he confiders the Jicentioufnefs and 
late hours of a mafquerade, (thait 
hot-houfe of (in and hell) as a fit 
place for the execution of his pur- 
pofe. The addrefe of Emilia t6 
her lover, on difcovering his trea- 
cherous and unprincipled defign, 
defervesto be Repeated; iti&ani** 
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mated, pointed, and fuch as her 
fituadon would naturally infpire t 
** fori what muft have been the 
emotions of a virtuous fenfible wo- 
man, at this infolent treatment 
from a man whom (he had honor- 
ed with the moft difinterefted af- 
fedion, and genuine efteem ? it wad 
not limply hori;or, grief, or indig- 
nation, but the united pahgs of 
them all." 

As foon as her feelings fuffered 
her to fpeak, (he addrefles him in 
the following words : 

*' Sir, I fcorn to upbraid you 
with a repetition of your former 
vows and proteftations, rior will I 
recapitulate the little arts you have 
pra^ifed to cnfnare my heart; be- 
caufe, though by dint of the moft 
perfidious difSmulation, you have 
found means to deceive my opini- 
on, youc utmoft efforts have nevet 
been able to lull the vigilance of 
my condu^, or to engage my af- 
fe^ion beyond the power of dif. 
carding you, without a tear, when- 
ever my honour ihould demand 
fuch a facrifice. 

" You are unworthy of my con- 
cern or regret, and the (igh which 
ftruggles from my bruaft whilft I 
make the declaration, is the refult 
of forrow for my own want of 
difcernment. As for your prefent 
attempt upon my chaftity, I def- 
pife your power, as I detei\^ your 
intention: though under a mafk 
of the moft delicate refpe6l, you 
have decoyed me from the imme- 
diate protection of my friends, and . 
contrived other- impious ftratagems 
to ruin my peace and reputation, 
I confide too much in my own 
innocence, and the authority of 
the law, to admit one thought of 
fear, much lefs to fink under thl^ 
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horror of this (hocking fitutation 
. into which I have been ieduced. 

** Your behaviour, Sir, on this 
occafion, is, in all rerpe£b, low 
and contemptible; for, ruffian, as 
you are, you durfl not harbour 
one thought of executing your exe- 
crable fcheme, while my brother 
was near enough to prevent or 
punifh the infult, fo that you 
mud not only be a treacherous 
irillain, but a mod defpicable cow- 
ard." 

Having thus exprefled herfelf, 
ihe quitted the room, in all the 
xnajeuy of exalted virtue, called a 
chair, and committing herfelf to 
the care of a watchman, was con- 
veyed fafely through the midnight 
gloom to her uncle's houfe. 

The mortified and degraded 
feelinfi;s of a man thus baffled and 
repulled, are eafier imagined than 
defcribed; the wounds of hum- 
bled vanity, and proftrate info« 
lence, were, added to the pangs of 
defpair: it was a heart-rending 
ftruggle of love, iliame, and re- 
mo^, with bafe defire, pride, am- 
bition, and revenge. The re- 
{H'oaches of a guilty mind, and a 
ively convyStion of the ineflimable 
value of that jewel which his infa- 
mous conduct had deprived him of 
for ever, were more than he could 
bear, phrenzy and diftrac^ion were 
the lail refuge of a wounded fpirit. 
Will any one that on this, and R- 
milar pccafions, has felt the arrows 
of the Almighty rankling in his 
heart, will any one deny the pu- 
niihment of flagitious condiid, 
even in this world ? 

After the offender had, in fome 
degree, recovered his health and 
fenfes, every art was exhaiifled to 
procure an interview with Emilia, 



but fuch was her prudence and vi- 
giiant precaution, that his letters 
were returned unopened, and all 
accefs to his mifh-efs denied. From 
the pains of difappointment, he al- 
ternately applied for confa'ation to 
the bottle, diflipation, politics, and 
literature, but applied, as is gene- 
rally the cafe, in vain ; his confli^ 
tution funk under the effort. 

With a ruined fortune, and a de- 
bilitated body, he hides himfelf and 
his forrows in a jail ; loving Emi- 
lia to diftradtion, detefting the 
world, and abhorring himfelf: in 
this forlorn condition, he induftri- 
oufly prevents all intercourfe with 
his acquaintance, particularly thofe 
who had experienced his former 
bounty, and obftinately perfevered 
in refufing every kind ot proffered 
affiflance from the few who difco- 
vered his retreat. 

The brother of Emilia, hearing 
of his fituation, and impelled by 
gratitude, one morning knocked 
ibftly at the prifon door, but when 
it was opened, he Uarted back with 
horror and aftonifhment ; the 
figure that prefented itfclf to his 
view, was the remains of his once 
happy friend, but fo miferably al- 
tered and difguifed, that his fea- 
tures were fcarcely cognizable. 
Inflead of the florid, the fprightly, 
the gay and elevated youth, the pu- 
pil of pleafure and fafhion, he be- 
held him pale, wan, meagre, and 
deje^ed, the hollow-eyed reprefen- 
tative of difeafe, indigence, and 
defpair. Yet his eyes ftill retained 
a certain ferocity, which threw a 
difmal gleam over the dark cloud 
of his afpe^ and he viewed in 
filence his old companion with a 
look of confiiiion and difdain ; then 
waving his baod| as a fignal for 
Godfrey 
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Godfrey to be gone, and leave a 
wretch like him to the miferies of 
his fate; nature could no longer 
be fupprefled, he uttered a deep 
groan, and wept aloud. 

Gauntlett, after pouring forth 
the nobleft fentiments of friendr 
Ihip, gratitude, and efteem, thus 
proceeds : *' You Ihall no longer, 
my dear friend, be a dupe to the 
deftru£tive prejudice of an inde- 
pendent fpirit ; you muil certainly 
have had fome regard for a perfon 
in whofe behalf, though hitherto, 
unknown to me, you have fo great- 
ly and fo fuccefsfully exerted your* 
felf; let me not therefore fuffer 
the humiliating repulfe of flighted 
friendfhip. If you will not yield 
to my intreaties, have at leaft fome 
regard to the wifties of your old 
friend and interceder, my Sophia ; 
fhould that confideration be of no 
weight, will you not relax a little 
for the fake of poor Emilia, whofe 
refentment hath been long fub« 
ducd by her affection, and who 
now droops in fecret, at your 
neglea?" 

Every word made an impref- 
fion on Peregrine ; but when the 
name of Emilia was recalled to his 
remembrance, his frame under- 
went a violent agitation, and, with 
a foftened look, he recovered the 
faculty of fpeech, which had been 
overpowered in the conflict of 
paffion. He protefted to Gaunt- 
lett, " That no veftige of animo- 
iity againft him remained; that he 
coniidered him as an affectionate 
comrade, a friend, whom adverfir 
ty could not unbind ; that be con« 
templated Emilia with the moft 
reverential awe, as an obje6t of in- 
violable love $ind veneration \ but 



hefor ever difclaimed all hope of 
attract! ng her regard . He excu fed 
himfelf nrom profiting by God- 
frey's kind intentions, declaring, 
with a refolute air, that he had 
broken off all connexion with man- 
kind; that he impatiently longed 
for the hour of his diflblution^ 
which, if it fhould not foon arrive 
by the courfe of nature, he was 
refolved to haften it with his own 
hands, rather than be expofed to 
the contempt, and more intolerable 
pity of a rafcally world." 

He remains for fome time ob- 
ftinately bent on this frantic deter- 
mination, notwithflanding the zea- 
lous efforts of expoftulating frierid- 
(hip, and, but for the unexpe6bed 
payment of a large debt, which 
had been given up as loft, and was 
almoft forgotten, would probably 
have {acrificed himfelf to that fui- 
len, irrational fpirit, which leads 
us into habits produ^ive of mifery 
and ruin, ancl without imparting 
to us fufficient ftrength of mind to 
refift temptation, or ftruggle witl^ 
calamity, commences in folly, and 
concludes with felf-deftrudion. 

Reconciled by this fortunate in- 
cident to life, and the comforts of 
fociety (ibr we ftiould have few 
fuicides ruihing from the fcene, if 
every man could lead exaftly the 
life he chofe), his countenance and- 
voice by degrees recovered thei^. 
priftine appearance and tone; and 
when he was informed by Gaunt* 
lett, that Emilia daily enquired' 
after him with tender anxiety, and 
miRonate regard, the bofom of 
re^egrteie was agitated by thofe 
tumults which love, or any other 
paffion, ill-ftifled or fupprefled| 
confta^tly^xcitesk 
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In this fituatioOy the following 
letter from his miftrefs did not dir 
jxiinifh his emotions : 
•* Sir, 

•* I have performed a fuificient 
iacrifice to my reputation, in re- 
taining hitherto the appearance of 
that refentment, which I had long 
ago difmifled. A favourable 
change in my fortune impowers 
me to avow my genuine fenti- 
inents, without fear of cenfure, or 
fufpicion of mercenary defign. 

I therefore take this opportunity 
of afluring you, that, if I ftill 
maintain that place in your heart, 
which I was vain enough to think 
I once pofleded, I am willing to 
|Dake the firft advances to an ac- 
<;ommodation ; and have actually 
furniihed my brother with full 
power to conclude it in the name 
of yourappeafed 

Emilia." 

After kifiing the letter a thou- 
sand times, and falling on his 
Juices, "Thank Heaven^ (he ex- 
claimed, with an air of tranfport) 
) have not been miilaken in my 
opinion of this generous woman ! 
I ever believed her infpired with 
the mod dignified and heroic fenti- 
ments, and have now a convincing 
proof of her magnanimity : it is 
therefore my butineik to approve 
myfelf worthy her regard. 

May Heaven inflict upon me 
the keeneft arrows of its venge- 
ance, if I do not at this inftant 
contemplate the character of Emi- 
lia, with the mod pei fe^l: love and 
admiration ! yet, amiable and en- 
chanting as (he is, I am more than 
ever determined to facrifice. the 
intereft of my paffion to bfr ad- 
vantage, and my gtoryiL though li£& 



fliould fail in the conteft; I will 
refufe an offer, which otherwife 
the whole univerfe fliould not bribe 
me to forego." 

Under thefc impreffions, he 
aufwered her letter as follows : 
" Madam, 

" That I revere the dignity of 
your virtue, with the utmofl ve- 
neration, that I love you infinitely 
more than life, I am at all tinics 
ready to demonflrate ; but the fa- 
crifice to honour it is now tny turn 
to pay : and fuch is the rigour of 
my deftiny, that in order to juflify 
your generofity, I mufl refufe to 
profit by your condefcenfion. 

" I am doomed for ever to be 
wretched, and to figb without 
ceafing, for the pofTeffion of that 
jewel, which, though now in my 
power, I cannot, I dare not en- 
joy. 

" I will not defcribe the an- 
fuifli that tears my heart, whilft 
I communicate thb.fatal renuncia* 
tion, but appeal to the delicacy 
of your own fentiments, which 
can judge of my fufferings, and 
will do juftice to the exquifitc tor- 
tures I have impofed on myfelf, by 
this cruel felf-denial. 

<c p^ p^" 

Peregrine foon after fucceeds to 
his paternal eflate, and (notwtth- 
fbnding his declarations) the no- 
vel concludes in the ufual man- 
ner, with a reconciliation and a 
wedding. 

I was very young when thefc 
adventures fell in my way, and 
perhaps on that account^ they 
made a deeper impreffion, and 
appeared in the eyes of a fchooU 
boy more worthy of attention, 
and better written, than they 

really 
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rtally are ; circumftauccs which I 
hope will cxcufe thus fcrving up 
to my readsrs a fecond-hand hafh 
from the novel (hop. I well re- 
member the forlorn fituation of 
Peregrine, his declining every kind 
of proffered affiftance, and the 
obftinate peculiarity of his con- 
du(ft, with regard to Emilia, ftruck 
me as a noble exertion of manly 
and philofophical felf-denial, not 
unworthy the characters of Socra- 
tes or Cato. 1 could not help 
beftowing on his behaviour wai*m 
encomiums, and viewing him witfi 
a mixture of envy and admiration, 
but the happy conclufion was not 
fuitable to the enthufiafm of juve- 
nile fancy, dreaming of, and feek- 
ing, as obje6ts of meditation, 
themes far more gratifying, intcr- 
eiling, and aifedting, than reafon, 
nature and probability. 

" Had I been in fuch a fitaa- 
tion," (have I often exclaimed in 
the blifsful extacy of fourteen) 
** had I written this novel, or had 
I been in the circumftances of Pere- 
grine, I would have futFered my- 
felf or my hero to perifti in piifon, 
unaffifted; the cup of comfort 
fhould have been daihed untafled 
from \ay lips ; to add to my pu- 
niiliment, my laft look fliould 
have been cafl on the woman I was 
dying for and adored. Without 
fufFering myfelf to enjoy a heaven, 
which was placed within my grafp; 
after darting my eyes on that 
bofom, where gods would wi{h to 
have revelled, I .would have turned 
them from the delicious, enchant- 
ing fight, and funk into everlafttng 
fleep." 

I need not add, that to the 
poui'er forth of fuch r rhapfodj, 
the; peFfbrmaace of Smollet wouM 



have been more pleafing, had its 
termination been in the flile of 
Spagnolet, lefs happy. 

As a traveller, Smollet was pe- 
tulant, illiberal, and almod on 
every occafion loft his temper ; but 
fome excufe is to be made for a 
frame, convulfed by the pangs of 
difeafc, and a life embittered by 
difappointment, and domeftic ca- 
lamity;, a fpirit wounded by in- 
gratitude, and irritated by the 
malignant (hafts of envy, dullnefe, 
and profligacy. He is (aid to have 
been a literary retainer to the Earl 
of Bute, and to have experienced 
ingratitude from that nobleman^ 
who in many inftances was a gene* 
rous -patron to men very inferior 
in ability to Smollet. Under fuch 
impreilions perhaps he ought not 
to have written, but on certaia 
occafions, the pen will be found 
to afford a limilar relief to the 
dram-bottle, or a round of diver- 
fions ; and where is the man, who 
having once found folace in a pur- 
fuit, will not naturally feek for 
comfort and confolation in (he 
fame path ? 

At the age of eighteen, this 
writer produced the Regicide, a 
Tragedy on the fubjeft of James 
the Firft, King of Scotland, ani- 
mated, nervous, and pathetic. Th^ 
character of the virtuous, the braye, 
but the gentle Dunbar, is finely 
contrafted with ■ the headftrongi 
fierce, ambitious Stewart, whik 
the amiable Eleanora, efteeniing ^ 
the firft, but in fpite of herfejf 
loving the latter, is diftra£ted be- 
tween her pailion and her duty. 

This piece of Smollet 's, exoelt 
m knguage, fituation, and eveiy 
othor dramatic requifite, moA of 
the wretched things which were 

pre. 
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prefentcd to the public at that pc- 
nod, but are npw forgotten ; yet, 
with all its merits, it was never 
able to procure admiffion on the 
ftage, I was tempted to mention 
it in this place, by the following 
paflage in a Preface prefixed to the 
play, which I fubmit, without a 
comment, to the confideration of 
Meffrs. Harris, Sheridan, and 
Colman, jun. * 

* ** As early as the year 1739, my 
play was taken into the pi'ote6tion 
«f one of thofe little fellows, who 
fomccimes fancy then>felves great 
men. After bein^ negle<Eted by 
him, with the flrK^cft attention 
to politenefs and etiquette, I was 
introduced to Mr. Lacy, of cour- 
teous memory, who found means 
to amufe me for two feafons, 
by pra£tifing on me the various 
arts of procraflination, occafion- 
ally fwcetened with compliments 
and promifes. My oaiience was 
at lall exhaufled, and I demand- 
ed from him, in warm terms, 
a final anfwer, which amounted 
to a refufal. The gentleman coolly 
added, that he really faw no great 
objection 10 the piece, but feared 
my intereft was not fufficient to 
fupport it in the reprefentation, 
as no dramatic compo/ttiony bcnvever 
ferfe^, could fuccad ivith an Englijb 
audience^ hy its merit only^ Imt mufi 
defitnd in a great meafurcy on afa£lion 
rgifcd in its behalf* 

SOCRATES, an Athenian Sage, 
whofe profeflion and belief of 
the immortality of the foul, of a 
ftate of future rewards and punifh- 
ments, and of one omnipotent, 
infinitely wife, and good God, 
were not fufiicient to protect him 
from the fufpicion of heterodoxjr. 
The purity of his doftrincSf m 
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the idolatrous age of mythology^ 
expofed him to the refentment of 
an enraged hierarchy, and their 
deluded followers; they found that 
as philofophy and common fenfe 
gained ground, in the fame pro- 
portion the fpeculations of an 
abfurd theology fell into contempt* 
Stimulated by envy, which is too 
often excited by tranfcendent abi- 
lities, and alarmed by exafperated 
felfifhnefs, the enemies of Socrates 
accufed him before a popular tri- 
bunal, of defpifing the Gods of 
his country. On this occafion they 
took advantage of certain equivo^ 
cal expretiions the philofopher had 
made ufe of in fpeaking of his 
Genius, or Guardian Angel, which 
he faid he always confulted on 
every important occafion of his life. 

Certain peculiarities in his per-i 
fon and manners, did not efcape 
the ridicule, (which is by no means 
the teft of truth,) the ridicule of 
Ariflophanes, who gradually low« 
ei-ed our great moraiift in the pub* 
lie efieem ; he was at the uime 
time lampooned by Melites, an 
ignorant, but abufive poeufter, 
and attacked by the rude invet^ive 
of Lycon, an impudent orator, 
who had fecured popular applaufe, 
by the coarfenefs and vulgarity of 
his raillery; in that age, as in 
the prefent, the lowed orders are 
pleafed with, and encourage, any 
flippant declaimer, who joins with 
them in degrading their fuperior^ 
in rank, fortune, or inteUed. 

The gold of Anytus, a wealthy 
but bitter enemy of our philofo- 
pher, corrupted and incited the 
public mind, already inflamed by 
the bafe arts of calumny and mis- 
reprefentation. Such attacks, and 
(ttch inSnuations, whlUaiortai me-> 
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rit could rdfift ? The lion was at 
length taken in the toils by thefe 
worthlefs reptiles; the mailer of 
Xenophon and Plato, the man \^ho 
enlightened the age in which he 
lived by his do<5lrine$, and gave 
efficacy to precept by his example^ 
was condemned to die, by a draught 
of the juice of hemlock. 

It was for the purpofe of re- 
marking an expreflibn he made ufe 
of in his laft moments, that I have 
honoured my work with the name 
of fo great and fo good a man. 
The words he uttered, on this fo- 
lemn occafion, have afforded mat- 
ter of controverfy to many learned 
men. After he had fwallowed the 
poifon, ahd perceived his liml)s 
growing cold and ftiff from its 
effects, he reclined on a couch, 
and covering his head with his 
mantle, remained for a few mi- 
nutes filent, but fuddenly lifting 
up his robe, he fixed a lail, a dying 
look, on his friend Crito, and faid, 
" We owe a cock to j^culapius, 
I defire you will not forget to per- 
form this offering for me." He 
then funk back, and expired. 

The younger Racine^ confiders 
this requefl of Socrates as ironical, 
without recoUefting, that the hour 
of death was not a likely feafon 
for adopting that figure of fpeech. 
** Owing a cock to -^culapius," 
fays the French critic, ** was a 
proverbial expreffion, adopted 
when perfons had efcaped a dan- 
gerous difeafe, as a good catholic 
would fay," * You owe a candle to 
fuch a faint.' 

Boileau has been feverely and 
juflly cenfured, for his fatirical at* 
tack on thefe words of Socrates, 
in his Equivoque. The anfwer 
the poet made, by vnj of excufe^ 



was fingular; it proves that his 
candour and love of truth were 
nearly equal to the tneek fpirit of 
his chriftianity. ** What greater 
facrifice could I make to Jefus 
Chrifl, than the greated and mofl 
virtuous philofopher among the 
heathens." 

" The words of the Grecian 
moralift," fays a learned and can- 
did Englifh writer, " were design- 
ed by him, to fhew his compliance, 
in a certain degree, with the efla- 
blifhed rites of his country ; as he 
found it impoffible' to eradicate 
vulgar prejudices at once, he 
thought yielding a little to the 
opinions of his countrymen, the 
mofl likely method of obviating 
that perfecution, which he feared 
his friends and difciples might ex- 
perience after his death." 

Between opinions which defcribe 
our philofopher as a temporizer, 
or a trifler, it is not eafy to decide, 
Thofe oppofers of mnovation, 
who may triumphantly exult, be- 
caufe Socrates fuffered death for 
oppoHng the eflablifhed religion of 
his country, will do well to con- 
fider, that the perfecution carried 
on againfl him was fomented by 
the vile and unmanly arts, of ir- 
ritating the fuperflitious and into- 
lerant fpirit of the multitude. Let 
the defenders and imitators of fuch 
conduct i*ecolle£l, that the fame, 
extravagant and erriilg fpirit which 
the murderers of Socrates had 
raifed againfl the philofopher, wa^ 
in a fhort fpace of time, by a na-, 
tural procefs, turned againfl them- 
felves ; that the fword of perfecu-? 
tion, which they had originally un- 
iheatbed, was at lafl plunged into 
their own bofoms. 
This reflexion might ferve t<^ 
moderate 
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fliocferate the unruly zeal of toiy- 
Hhiy which, um^ amtba- name^ has 
of late been fo prevalent ; it might 
fcve the headffrong profelytes to 
certain odious do^lrines from the 
ruin and difgrace of providing 
icourgesy which may hereafter be 
cxercifed on themfelves. If it were 
poffible to defcend fi^om a man like 
Socrates, to the Inazen craft/men of 
Birmingham, it might teach them^ 
ilfo, to moderate their ftlfifh, their 
nnceafing yell, of, *' Great is the 
Diana of Ephefus.*' They, or at 
kaft their teachers, might feel fome 
appreheniions, that the fame fury 
which had been dire6ted againft a 
fc6lary, his j>erfon, his property, 
and his houfe, might, by the re- 
flux oi popular opinions, which 
are always in the extreme, be 
turned acainft the (ilver fbrines, 
and fum^uous edifices, of the be- 
loved objefts of their anient and 
rational devotion. 

SOMERSET, JAMES, a native 
of Africa, a negro, and a flave. 
By an intercourfe, which fome call 
rapine, and others, a trade juftifia- 
ble from political and commercial 
neceflity, he had been conveyed 
from his native country to Jamaica, 
where he was purchafed by a Mr. 
Stewart, whom he afterwards at- 
tended in a voyage to England ; 
but, on that gentleman's return, 
refufing to accompany him to the 
Weft Indies, he was feized, con- 
vnred on board an outward-bound 
fbip in the River Thames, and 
confined in irons. 

His fituation ftimulated certain 
humane individuals to interpofe in 
his behalf ; application, fupported 
by affidavits, was made to the 
Court of King's Bench, and, by 
writ of Habeus Corpus, Somerfet 



was brought before the judges. 
The legality of flavery in Eneland 
was folemnly argued, it was &tcr* 
mined, that domeftic vaflalage can 
not exift in this our free Country, 
and the happy prifoner was fet at 
liberty. 

On this occafion, much praife 
was due to the well-applied learning 
and legal acutenefs of Mr. Har- 
grave, who aptly quoted the col- 
le^ions of Rufhworth, where he 
fays, that in the eleventh year of 
(^een Elizabeth, it was .deter- 
mined, on an appeal brought by 
a Ruffian Oave againft his mafter^ 
** who would fcourge him, that 
England was too pure an air for a 
flave to breathe in." The ftrong 
expreffions of Lord Chief Juftice 
Holt, and of Lord Northington, 
were alfo mentioned, *^ that as foon 
as a negro fets his foot in England 
he is free, that he may maintain 
an a6tion againft his mafter for ill 
ufage, and demand an Habeas 
Corpus.'* 

The fingular cafe of Sir Tho- 
mas Grantham was alfo produced ; 
he had, in the reign of James I J. 
purchafed a negro in the Weft In- 
dies, with a large excrefcence, in 
the ftiape of a child, growing on 
his breaft, and brought the mon* 
fter to England, with a defign of 
publicly exhibiting the curioiity, 
for profit. But the cunning flave, 
from intereft or convi^ion, em- 
braced chriftianity, and quitted 
his keeper, who, by fome legal 
procefs, recovering pofleffion of 
his perfon, the Court of Common 
Pleas admitted to bail this extraor- 
dinary produdion of nature. 

SlavCTy, fays Mr. Hargrave, 
corrupts the morals of the mafter, 
by freeing htm fr(MU.tho& reftrsiints 

fo 
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fo neceflary for controuling human 
paffions; it is dangerous to him 
from the refentment and hatred 
which the injuftice and opprellion 
of his ftate naturally excite in the 
flavc, and which his fituation daily 
atfords him an opportunity of re- 
venging. Slavery communicates 
to the unhappy fufFerer the afflic- 
tions, without the pleafures of life, 
it deprefTes the energies of nature, 
and is dangerous to a community, 
, by admitting within it a number 
of unhappy individuals, who, ex- 
cluded from the benefits 6f its 
conftitution, are interefted only in 
promoting its deftru6tion. 

It would be creditable to the 
ftates of Europe, were they all to 
unite in abolifliing the flave trade; 
till that detirable event takes place, 
it is hard to fay, in a political or 
commercial view, how we can, 
with propriety, throw fuch im- 
menfe advantages into the laps of 
our rivals and enemies. If this 
fubje6t is finally determined againft 
the benevolent wiflies of Mr. VVil- 
ber force, thofe who have fo ho- 
norably and humanely co-operated 
with him, may, however, confole 
themfelves with refle<Eting, that 
they have confiderably diminifhed 
the evils of a traffic which they 
were not able to abolifli. 

SORRELL, AGNES, the beau- 
tiful, the patriotic miftrefs of 
Charles the Seventh, King of 
France, whofe condu6t has tempted 
certain writers to overlook her de- 
fers in chaftity, defe£ts which no- 
thing can excufe. 

She is defcribed in glowing co- 
lours, at the twenty-fourth page of 
my firft volume, and is almoft the 
only inftance on record, in which 
the fair fieiyo»urite of a fovereign 

Vol. n. 



prince efc^ped popular odium* 
A^nes was a woman of ten thou- 
fand, for fhe poflefled beauty with- 
out affe6lation, and wit without 
ill nature, while greatnefs of foul, 
and a nice regard for the character 
of her lover, endeared her even 
to thofe who difapproved their 
illicit attachment. 

She rouzed her voluptuous hero 
to exploits, which alone could 
prove he deferved a crown, by 
arguments and inducements, which 
if virtuous w.omen properly em- 
ployed, how extenfive, how om- 
nipotent, would be their influence. 
Whilft France was ravaged by the 
Engliih invaders, the infatuated 
Charles was forming plans for mu- 
iical entertainments, mafques, and 
dances ; but this admirable woman 
refolutely perfifled in refufing to 
partake of any amufements, till 
the King had attacked the Englifh, 
and refufed to fliare his beef, till 
he returned vidorious from the 
field 

Such conduft deferved, and has 
received, the praife of pbets and ■ 
hiftorians; it alfo exercifed the 
lively imagination of •Francis the 
Firft, who has left a poetic com- 
pliment to her memor\', in which 
he obfei*ves, that Agnes Sorrell, 
by thus exerting the power of her 
beauty, difcharged her duty to fo- 
ciety more meritorioufly, than if 
file ' had pafTed half her life in 
counting beads, or repeating Ave 
Marias and Benedicites, in the 
fequeftered fhades of a cloyfter. 
This declai-ation of Francis, con- 
fidering the age in which he lived, 
was bold and energetic, and mufl 
be received with caution by the 
young and gay. Perhaps it might 
be neceifaiy to remind them of 
A a that 
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tbat bappy^ tational, and fatisfac- * 
tory m^ium, bctji'cen the abjt^ 
fuperilition of poptih inipo(lure» 
and the difgracefiil exhaullihg pa- 
roxyfms of lafcivious indulgence. 

SORROW, Inconfolablc. An 
inilance in which this irra- 
tional exccfs was followed by in- 
confident conduct, may be feen 
under the articl^, Widow of Ephe- 
fus, in this volume. 

Various ^have been the contri- 
vances of human wifdom, to call 
ofiF the attention from brooding 
pn domeflic and other calamities. 
Occupation feems to be the beft 
remedy for affliction. " Be not 
fblitary, be not idle," was the ad- 
rice of one who had had his fliare 
of the bitter cup. With refpe6t 
to folitude, I am not of his opi- 
nion ; there is a date of mind, in 
which company, without certain 
reftriftions, becomes intolerably 
oppredive and infupportable ; — 
friendfbip, like opium, requires 
great (kill in adminiftering. Dr. 
Johnfon is faid to have fele6led 
Cocker's Arithmetic as his travel- 
ling companion, when he n iflied 
to fhake oflP the black Jog (as he 
ufed to call melancholy) from 
hanging od the ikirts of his gar- 
ment. On a friend expreffing Tur- 
prize, the great moralift replied, 
** I find numerical calculation, 
and complex combination of fi- 
gures, the bed and mod cde<Etual 
method of abforbing my faculties', 
and calling off my attention from 
the evils of life.** 

Dr. Young chofe to foothe rather 
than fly from bis woes ; by indulg- 
»ag melancholy reflections, ami 
giving the reins to a difcurfive 
Sincy, he diminifhed the pangs of 
Ibofe emotioMi he would oot oc 



could not fupprefs ; as the violence . 
6f a torrent abates when difiiifed 
in a broad expanfe. With a mix- 
ture of logical reafoning and pOe* 
tic imagery, be thus arraigns the 
abfurdity of grieving for deceafed 
friends. ' 

Why wanders wretched thought 

their tombs around 
In infidgl difirejs?. Are angels 

there ? 
Slumbers rak*d up in dud, ae- 
ther ial fiXf:} 
But our no^urnai poet did not 
recoiled a reply made to a phi- 
lofopher, who was rebuking a 
mourner, for forrows, which he 
termed irrational, becaufe they 
were inefledual. " If you were 
to weep f(w: a century,*' faid the 
dern reafoner, *' the man whofe 
lo& you lament would be dill 
numbered with the dead.** 

** The circumdance you men- 
tion," faid the vi6tim of grief, 
** is the dronged of all poflible 
reafons for the unceafing and un- 
conquerable nature of my forrows. 
Was there the remoted poflibility 
of ever feeing my friend again, 
however didant the period, I could 
bear my misfortune with compo- 
fure.** 

The advifer forgot, like many 
a modern, well-defigning, but un- 
fuccefeful comforter, that a mode- 
rate indulgence, that a mutual 
BMngling of tears, was the befl 
alleviator of a fwelling bofom, 
which turns with difgud from un- 
feeling pride of argument, and 
the doicifm of rational deduo* 
tton. 

SOVEREIGNTY OF THE 
PEOPLE. The origin of all 
power is fo paljpably evident^ that 
It would be wading paper and pa. 

tience 
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tience to enter into an elaborate 
argument on the fubjeft. 

This work abounds with in« 
ftances, in which I have freely 
given my opinion withoat fear, 
and, I hope, without ill-dcfign ; 
that every government muft have 
derived its power from, and have 
been inftituted wholly and folely 
for the good of, the people ; that 
when the purpofes for which it 
was created are defeated, which 
mufl be proved by barefaced, un- 
deniable ads of pei-fidy and op- 
prefiion (for no trifling grievance 
will authorize fo momentous a 
proceeding) the well-being of the 
public is paramount to all other 
confiderations, and every other 
authority muft yield fubmiffion to 
that from which it derives its own. 
Thus much I thought necefla-* 
ry to fay, in anfwer to the empty 
cavils of a coxcomb without ac* 
complidiment, and a pedant with* 
out learning, who is looked up to, 
in a certain circle, .with reverence, 
and almoft adoration. But to quit 
this bug with gilded wings, whom 
I advife to be quiet, lead he add 
marked and public ridicule to in- 
fignificance and contempt; the 
misfortune of the fovereign peo- 
ple, from the prefent unenlight- 
ened ftate of the lower and moref- 
numerous portion of mankind ; 
the misfortune is, that this many- 
headed monarch is too often un- 
qualified for a due performance of 
the regal functions. The demo- 
cratic machine is alfo-qf fuch z 
ilupendous fize, immenfe weight, 
and compound form, that it re- 
quires ftrength little Ihoit of n 
hurricane, an earthquake, op a 
tornado, to regulate or reprefs it& 
motions. 



The magician, who, to remove 
fome petty mconvenience, a thick 
fog, a fuiti*y fummer's heat, or a 
clouded atmofphere, would wi(h, 
like Virgil's Juno, to fet'the raging 
winds ^t liberty, and produce a 
war of elements, muft have a weak 
head, or a malignant heart ; he 
muft be (lightly acquainted with 
the fofce and impetuofity of the ^ 
means he employs, or proves him- 
felf unfit for the office he aflTumes, 
by his grofs defedh in humanity 
and benevdence. 

SPAIN, the late King of, and 
the buckle anecdote, which, 
during his reign, muft not have 
been whifpered at Aranjuez, St. 
Ildefonfo, or the Efcurial, though 
a far more fatal infatuation of his 
fucceflbr, and the great D'Alcudia, 
(but for the lucky and well-timed 
peace, the peace of the daughter 
of Cabarrhus) would have coft a 
fenfible, but milled Prince, his 
crown and fceptre. 

I ought not to wifh the prefent 
Spaniih Monarch to experience 
the hardihips rafhly impofed by 
him and his favourite on the Count 
D'Aranda, \yho, when the pom- 
pous inanity of the Crillons, the 
O'Reilly's, Nunnez and D'Alcudia, 
are remembered only to be defpifed, 
will, with Florida Blanca, be re- 
coUeded by every true Spaniard 
with fympathy and regret, as a 
patriotic flatefman and refornqing 
minifter, who long forefaw, but 
vainly attemptcci to prevent, the 
calamities of his country. 

The buckle anecdote muft nof, 
however, be forgotten. His late 
Catholic Majefty, befides the whole- 
fale and daily deftru6tion of foxes, 
hares, and f>artridges, which was 
^e chief bufinefs of his valuable 

Aa^i life. 
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life, occafionally turned his mind 
to the hardware manufa6tories of 
Spain, and indulged a notion, pro- 
bably occationed by his wiflies, 
that, in cutlery ware, the work- 
men of Madrid and Toledo fur- 
pafled the artifts of Birmingham 
and Sheffield. This opinion was 
the fubje6l of many an amicable 
conteft with the late Lord Gran- 
tham, and it was at lail agreed, 
that fome Englifli buckles fhould 
be ordered by the AmbafTador, 
which, produced againft others or- 
dered by the King in his own 
country, fhould decide the queftion. 
A pair at length arrived, which 
coft two (hillings and three-pence, . 
and a Spanifli pair were eagerly 

E laced on the table by the royal 
untfman. After due infpeftion 
and comparifon, they were allow- 
ed to make near approaches to 
throfe manufaftured in England, 
but, on enquiring into the price, 
the workman could not afford to 
fell them for lefs than fix fhil lings. 
The King, whom nothing but 
flubborn taft could have prefumed 
to contradi6t, hung his head, and 
Ijord Grantham, as far as was allow- 
able in a politician and a courtier, 
to triumph over a crowned head, 
moderately and politely exulted in 
his viftory. 

I fear, from certain unpropi* 
tious circumflances, the advantages 
of carrying the cheapeft goods, as 
well as the bed, to th^ European 
markets, will not long remain 
with us ; fhould that unfortunately 
ever be the cafe, in every commo- 
dity, we may fay, with refpe6l to 
England, ** La comedie eft joue ;" 
]and at fifteen years purchafe, and 
the three per cents at twenty-five, 
would be the immediate confe* 



qui^nce. Attend, then, yepaliied 
and lethargic flatefmen, attend, 
ye fat and greafy citizens, to a 
cheap fupport of the labourer and 
handicraftfman, fok it is no 

PLAYTHING YOU ARE ABOUT. 

Had I been near the young, Spa- 
nifh Sovereign, though death or 
the gallies would have been the 
immediate confequence, I woul4 
have thundered a few weighty but 
unwelcome truths into his ears, as 
he returned to Madrid with his 
Prince of Peace. I would have 
told him, that his unworthy treat- 
ment of almoft the only able and 
honeft man in his dominions, and 
the confequences of having not on- 
ly neglected, but punifhed him for 
giving his advice, had blafted and 
withered the glories of a reign, 
which once promifed better things ; 
that he had not the excufe of his 
father's iron nerves and conflitu- 
tional flupidity to plead ; but that» 
with keen fenfibility, a clear head, 
a good heart, and a cultivated fin^ 
derftanding, he had obftinately re- 
placed the infantine and difgrace- 
ful bandage of prieftcraft, preju- 
dice, and inveterate abufe, which 
was dropping from his eyes ; that 
in this artificial blindnefs, he had 
chofen to wander in the intricate 
mazes of a crooked policy, in pre- 
ference to the ftraight and dire^ 
path of philofophy, wifdom, and 
general happinefs ; that, terrified 
by the fate of one branch of his 
family, be had, by a fudden and 
inconfiftent tergiverfation, plunged 
into the fame fyftem of tardinefs, 
and putting off the evil day, which 
had conducted his relation to the 
fcaffold. 

The following paffage of Pope, 

with a little alteration, and fon^ 

allowance 
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allowance for anachronifms might 
have been properly applied to a 
fort of ridiculous, ceremonial and 
cavalcade, in celebration of a 
peace; when if D'Aranda had 
been attended to, the difgrace, 
lofTes, and carnage of the Spanifh 
war, might have been ivholly a- 
voided. 

But when D' Aranda's exird hero 
paft, 

The pomp was darken'd, and 

• the day o'ercaft ; 

The triumph ceas*d, tears flbw'd 
from evVy eye, 

Spain's llttU monarch paft un- 
heeded by, 

Tratisfix'd with grief, each ho- 
neft Spaniard &t. 

Envying not Godoy's, but D'A« 
randa*s fate. ' 

D'Aranda exhibited many ftrik- 
ing, and fome romantic traits of 
patriotifm, philofophy, and tole- 
ration ; he wifhed to have , the 
names of Chrift, Luther, Calvin, 
William Penn, and (I know not 
with what propriety) Mahomet 
infcribed on every church in Spain ; 
he branded with infamy, the me- 
mories of Torquemada, Ferdinand, 
and IfabcJla^ and in the preffing 
urgency of a general contribution, 
warmly recommended a general 
fale of Catholic relics of every 
kind ; madonas, crofles, chalices, 
and candlefticks.' Thefe facred 
materials, in a country like- Spain, 
would probably have been produc- 
tive, but we may guefs how pro- 
pofals of this kind, and the man 
who made them would be received 
in fuch a kingdom. 

He boldly declared in council, 
and in the prefence of his matter, 
that two thirds of the nunneries 
and convents, ought to be cbn- 



verted into inns, farm-houfes, and 
manufeftories ; that their vaft re- 
venues iliould be applied towards 
employing the poor, paying fchool- 
matters, making roads, building 
bridges, and other ufeful purpofes: 
Mittaken man ! what could he ex- 
pert but oppofition and difgrace, 
in a country which patronizes the 
inquifition. 

With all his vattnefs of projo6l, 
and goodnefs of defign, his minute 
detail, and inexhauftible copiouf- 
nefs of refource, with all his genius, 
and all his attainments, he neglec- 
ted or defpifed, coolnefs, worldly 
prudence, low cunning, bed-cham- 
ber women, female fmiles, pages, 
and back ttairs. In purfuing his 
end, he did not fufficiently confi- 
der the importance of the means, 
however infignificant or trifling 
they might appear to the ftatefman, 
the fage, and the philofopher ; he 
afforded an inftrudive lefTon td his 
rival, who taught by his failure, 
and following an oppofite courfe, 
afcended the heighths of prefer- 
ment. Yet, with all his errors 
and failings, D*Aranda, compared 
to his opponent, was a foaring 
archangel, occalionally retting on 
the earth, frbm his ^empyrean 
flights, and ttung by a worthlefs 
pittnire, creeping on the ground. 

SPARTACUS, a native of a 
little town in Thrace^ from 
which he drew his name. This ex- 
traordinary individual, who ftiook 
the foundations of Roman great- 
nefs, in its meridian fplendor, had 
been imprifoned early in life, for 
refitting oppreffion; he was fold 
for a flave, became a fugitive, a 
foldier, a deferter, a robber, and 
defcending as it were to the loweft 
Ibale of human. mifery, was at Isrtt. 

a gla- 
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z gladiator ; bnt difcovered in 
every fituation of life, matchlefs 
ftrength of body, and unconque- 
table vigor of mind. 

Seventy-three years before the 
chriftian sera, he was confined 
with about two hundred of his af- 
fociates in mifery, at Capua, in a 
fchool, or rather a prifon of gla- 
diators, the property of Lentulus 
Batuatus, who, as his fecond name 
cxprefled, furnifhed the amphithe- 
atres with unhappy objects for the 
bloody {ports of the circus; a . 
fpecies of commerce, from which 
he drew a great, but ignominious 
profit. 

The juflice, or even the policy 
of rendering the minds of a people 
fiamiliar with favage fports, and 
brutal exhibitions, is a queftion 
which has bee© frequently agitated, 
but never determined : the happy 
xnedium between ungovernable fe- 
rocity, and a degenerate effemi- 
nacy of manners, is perhaps attained 
with difficulty; for I can eafily 
imagine a multitude fo hardened 
by bloody fpeftacles) and inhuman 
habits, as to be rendered almoit 
unfit for the purpofes of civilized 
ibciety, and only qualified for the 
bufinefs of making war on their 
fellow creatures ; while a nation, 
torpid and flothful through a long 
peace, and totally inattentive to 
every manly effort, or militarv 
exertion, becomes irrationally ti- 
mid, fears death beyond every 
other calamity, and cohlidering 
war as the greatefl of all pofTible 
evils, falls a prey to feme invading 
neighbour, or ambitious citizen. 

But whilfl Batuatus was amaffing 
a minifterial fortune by his merci- 
Icfs traffic, the generous fpirit of 
Spartacusi unbroken by calamity. 



disdained to make acquaintance 
with ill-fortune, though he well 
knew that on the firfl demand, he 
might be hurried away in fetters, 
to contribute, with fome of his 
unhappy companions, to the a- 
mufement of a worthlefs rabble, 
where the utmofl his courage and 
. dexterity could procure, would be 
the odious and diflionorable re- 
compence of maiming, o^ mur- 
dering a harmlefs, perhaps a friend- 
ly fellow fufferer, and protracting 
an hateful exiftence, which, ^de- 
prived of freedom, ceafed to be 
valuable. 

Being flimulated to-efcape, at 
any rifque, from fuch dangtrs, by ' 
honor, friendfhip, and fclf-prefer- 
vation, he confulted with his affo* 
ciates on the means, and obferving 
that a certain part of the wall 
which enclofed them, was decayed; 
the attention of their keepers was 
directed to a diflant fpot, by s^ 
pretended tumult, while a party, 
directed and afi^fted by Spartacus, 
undermined the foundation, till a 
practicable breach was effeCted, 
The following night, after over- 
powering the lentlnels, they fallied 
through the opening, which led 
to a flreet in Capua, inhabited by 
cooks and butchers, whofe occu- 
pation afforded an inftant fupply 
of weapons, with which, and 
others leized on the road, they 
armed themfclves. After pillaging 
the neighbouring villages for food, 
and (lereating a detachment fent in 
purfuit of them, thev pofted them- 
ielves on a rocky, and almoft in- 
acceffible promontory, near the 
fummit of Mount Vefuvius. 

It is not often that hiftory has 

gratified poflerity, with the flight, 

but intereiting anecdotes of remote 

domeftic 
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domeftic life; we are, however, 
able to gather from the precious 
fragments of an invaluable hifto- 
rian, that the wife ©f Spartacus, 
by fome fingular relaxation in fa- 
vor of her worth, or her misfor- 
tunes, was permitted to be the 
companion of his captivity. At 
an early period, and in an humble 
ftation, he had attracted the foft 
wffties of the daughter of a wealthy 
neighbour, who confidered the fu- 
perior rank and fortjune of his 
child, as infuperable bars to their 
union. But love, the great level- 
ler of all didindions, taught ano- 
ther Jeflbn, and this generous wo- 
man, with a difinterefted heroifm, 
not uncommon in her fex, chofe 
the moment of adverfity, as the 
moft fuitable time to beftow on 
Spartacus her hand and heart; ihe 
proved herfelf in the various 
changes of his fortune, a faithful 
companion, and a tender wife. 

The fugitives were foon follpw- 
cd by the Praetor Claudius Pul- 
cher, who, with three thoufand 
men, inftantly invefted their poft, 
cutting off, by means of a deep 
dug trench, all apparent poffibility 
of reinforcement, efcape, or pro- 
vifion. In this (ituation, furrbund- 
ed by an implacable enemy, a 
rocky precipice, and impending 
famine, Spartacus pofTefled a wife 
capable of foothing his forrows, 
and fertile in refource. She called 
forth all the woman in her foul ; 
urged by afFeftion and neceffity, 
the flinty-hearted mother of inven- 
tion, fhe pointed out the wild 
vines of the mountain, the only 
produce of the fpbt they poflefled, 
as the happy means of efcape. 

Spartacus, at her fuggeftion, or- 
dered a coniiderable ^aiitity of 



the flexible tendrils and bramchest 
to be twifted together, fo. as to 
form a long, and flrong fpecies of < 
cable, -which, from a poft firitily 
driven into the ground, they hung 
down the precipice ; and while the 
Roman army, in fleep and dark- 
nefs, were fecurely depending on 
the approaches of hunger, to reduck 
their captives, the gladiators con- 
veyed themfelves, their arms and 
baggage, to the vale below. With- 
out giving his fmall, but defperate 
troop, time to compare the diC- 
proportion between his own forces 
and thofe of the enemy, he imme- 
diately attacked the Roman camp, 
which, after a confiderableflaughter, 
he made himfelf matter of, as well 
as the whole of their equipage, 
military cheft, and provifions. 

With this fuccefs, their credit 
rapidly increafed; fugitives of 
every defcription, whom crimes, 
poverty, or difcontent, had thrown 
Joofe on fociety, direftly joined 
them; their hopes, afpe<ft, and 
tone, were elevated by good for- 
tune, and they afFcfted, in the 
ufual llyle of infurgents, to in- 
veigh againft the luxury and ty- 
ranny ot their former mailers. 

" Let us not be vain ; to put to 
flight, a race of enervated cowards," 
cried Spartacus, " is neither diffi- 
cult or dangerous, but to guard 
againft a reverie of fortune, and 
bear profperity with moderation, 
will be our hardeft talk. The 
whole time and attention of the 
degenerate Romans, is abforbed 
by vying with each other in en- 
tertainments, the cofts of which, 
would be nearly fufficient to fup- 
ply a town with provifions; while 
their houfes are adorned with 
fplendid furotturCi and malfv gob- 
lets 
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lets of gold, plundered from the 
teroples^of fome unhappy province. 
We are juftly entitled to thofe ad- 
vantages, which nature and the 
Gods have put into our hands: 
our enemies poflefs no other power, 
than what our difhonorable fub- 
xniflion has given them : that do- 
minion (hould follow wealth, how- 
eVer difgraced by folly, or polluted 
hy vice, is prepofterous and un- 
natural: the hand which cannot 
wield the fword, is furely unfit to 
grafp the fceptre: and the only 
claim to pre-eminence, which one 
tnan can equitably poflefs over 
another, muft be derived from 
virtue, ftrength, coui^age, or ficill. 

** Is it either reafonable or right, 
that the rewards of beauty, wealth, 
and all the good things of life, 
ibould be exclpfively enjoyed by 
the fmalleft, but moft defpicable 
portion of mankind ; whilft the 
majority, their fuperiors in body, 
as well as mind, languifh in igno- 
minious fetters, or flniggle with 
oppreffion, poverty, and contempt ? 
The true, the great, the only folid 
good, is liberty under her auf- 
pices; we may recover that birth- 
right, which we have been de- 
prived of, but never have forfeit- 
ed ; a fertile, and highly cultivated 
country, lies before you, which, 
with all it contains, you ihall pof- 
fefs, if you perfevere in your glori- 
ous career, and unite fever ity of 
difcipline with courage." 

An invitation to plunder, was 
eagerly liftened to by defperate 
men, with whom no probability 
of accommodation, retreat, or even 
of life remained, but by the road 
they cut with their fwords: they 
laid wafte the country round Ca- 
pua, extended their devafiatioa 



from Salerno, to the nei^hour- 
hood of Rome, and deftroyed Cora, 
Nucera, and Nola, the fcenes of 
her infant vi6tories over the 
Velfcians. 

But Spartacus found it difficult 
to rellrain his troops by militaiy 
regulations ; it was not the fir ft in- 
ftance, in ^^-hich the theories of 
equalization and refiftance to efta- 
blifhed power, have been turned 
againft the condu6tors of popular 
revolt: to appeafe their feditious 
fpirit, he found himfelf obliged 
to fliare the principal . command 
with two leaders, chofen by the 
auxiliaries who had joined him, 
but fternly infifted on every occa- 
fi on of danger or duty, pleafure or 
exertion, that the poft of honor 
and precedence, ihould be decid- 
edly given to him, and the faithful 
band of gladiators, who had ori- 
ginally departed with him from 
Capua. 

To feed and arm a body in- 
creafed to more than twenty-five 
thoufand men, was by no means 
an eafy taflc ; pillage might furnifh 
a temporary fupply, but fire and 
fword were not likely means of ef- 
tablifliing markets, forming maga- 
zines, or enfuring future provifion : 
to introduce a fyftem of modera- 
tion and equity, to reftrain the 
horrid cruelties of his aflbciates, 
was the honorable, but inefFe<^ual 
effort of the Thracian. The huf- 
bandry tools of the ruftics were 
converted into weapons, and the 
ncceflity of the moment pointed 
out to him a method of furniihinz 
his men with Ihields, fabricated of 
wicker, and according to the cuf- 
tom of his country, covered with 
raw ox-hides. 

The 
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The fenate and Roman people, 
who at firft conlidered it as a 
trifling infurre£tion, which a fmall 
body of men would eafily fupprefs, 
now began to be alarmed, and the 
Praetor Varinius Glaber was fertt 
with frelh levies; but Spartacus^ 
either from being better acquainted 
with the defiles of the mountains, 
and the bye-roads, or from fupe- 
rior courage, furprized Furius, one 
of the lieutenants of the Praetor, 
with a detachment of two thoufand 
men, and cut them to pieces. Va- 
rinius reached the foot only to be 
witnefs to the difauer, and foon 
after fuffered the fame difgrace, 
efcaping only with his life ; while 
the Li&ors, purple robe, fafccs, 
and other enfigns of office, fell into 
the. hands of the enemy. 

Mercy and moderation were re- 
peated in vain to a multitude, 
fwelled by repeated victories to 
• upwards of fifty thoufand men, 
they eagerly feized the opportunity 
of revenging on the miferablc 
provincials, the various injuries 
and infults they had received from 
mankind: neither age or fex were 
free from torture or violation ; 
and of fo infernal a nature are 
pride, felfiftinefs, and revenge, 
in minds neither enlightened by^ 
education, or meliorated by re- 
ligion, that a recolleftion of for- 
mer kindnefs, jor a remembrance 
of cruelty and oppreflion, were 
equally Succeeded by the bloody 
returns of death and devaflation. 

To ravifh the wife or daughter 
of a magiftrate, the fmart of whofe 
(Iripes they dill felt; to riot on, 
to wafte and to fpoil, the rich 
wines, delicate meats, and coftly 
furniture of a citizen, whofe luxu- 
ries had long excited their envy ; 
. V6l.II. 



to fee palaces fmoaking in ruins, 
from whofe gates they have been 
driven with contempt, or within 
whofe walls they have performed 
as menials the vileft domeflic 
offices, are, perhaps, the higheft 
pleafures an exafperated Have, or 
an unprincipled peafant can en- 

But Spartacus was conicious 
that fuch conduct would raife the 
powers of the country againft him; 
he was fully fenfible of his inability 
to withftand the united forces of 
the republic ; as the Confuls, from 
the ferious alarm which had fpread 
to the gates of Rome, had ordered 
the legions from every quarter, 
towards the Campania. He was 
therefore of opinion, that advant- 
age fhould be taken of the prefent 
interval, afforded by his defeat of 
Varinius, to traverfe, by forced 
marches, the whole length of Italy, 
till they reached the Alps, when 
the army, after a fair impartial 
divifion of booty, ihould divide 
into feparate bodies, and each man, 
having procured by his own per- 
fonal courage, the two great gifts 
of fortune, wealth and liberty, 
might have an opportunity of retir- 
ing to his native foil, ana enjoyipg 
them undiflurbedr 

Counfels of fuch a nature were 
not liftened to by men ,^ who, flufh- 
cd by fuccefs, eagerly prefTed their 
generals to lead them to Rome, a 
rich prize, which would at once 
fatisfy their avarice, ambition, and 
revenge : their leader ftill firm to 
his purpofe, declared that every 
one who differed from him in 
opinion, was at liberty to depart. 
A confiderable portion of the ar- 
my, under the command of Crixus 
immediately feparated from their 

^ ^ aiTociates, 
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alTociates, and in their march to- 
wards the capital, vigoroufly at- 
tacked Gellius, the conful, whom 
they nearly defeated, but, tempted 
^y a fatal and inordinate love of 
booty, and feduced by a quantity 
of wine, found in the camp, they 
were fatisfied with putting to flight 
an enertiy, whom they might and 
ought to have deftroyed. Inoim- 
bered with fpoil, and intoxicated, 
they fell a prey to the confuf, who 
Iiad rallied his troops, and, the en- 
fuing night, obtained a bloody but 
dccifive victory over them, in the* 
neighbourhood of mount Gar- 
ganus. 

With diminiihed forces, im- 
proved difcipline, and courage un- 
impaired, Spartacus continued, by 
fteady and clofe marches, his jour- 
ney, between the defiles of the 
mountain, till he reached that 
branch of the Appenine, which, 
bending towards the Mediterra- 
nean, approaches the river Arno. 
Near this place the conful Len- 
tulus, with perhaps more courage 
than found policy, was polled in 
confiderable force to intercept a 
band of outlaws, ravaging the 
heart of his country, and almoft 
infulting the metropolis ; whom it 
was his duty, as a general, as well 
as a good magiftrate, to have fuf- 
fered to quit Italy unmolefted, and 
to endeavour, by all means in his 
power, to avoid an engagement in 
the prefent period of difficulty and 
danger. 

Securely polled, and furrounded 
by inacceflible rocks, or barrica- 
does of felled trees, the Roman 
commander might have defied 
every effort of the enemy, to fight 
him on fair ground ; but, feduced 
by the hopes of vidtory^ feeing 



Gellius advancing at no great dif- 
tance in their rear, and probably 
not without a fecret wifti of enjoy- 
ing the glory of triumph withf- 
out a rival to (hare it, he defcend- 
ed from the heights, and offered 
battle. 

By one of thofe military evolu* 
tions, which would do honor to 
the greatell generals, the fugitives 
inllantly formed a double front; 
threw up almoU in the face of the 
enemy* an entrenchment, which 
effeftually prevented a jun6lion of 
the two confuls. After routing 
Lentulus, they put Gellius to 
flight, became mailers of the Ro- 
man baggage, and, among a num- 
ber of other prifoners, three hun-» 
dred Roman citizens fell into their 
hands. 

Such repeated defeats filled Rome 
with difmay, and the camp of the 
conqueror with exultation. De- 
parting from his ufual moderation, 
and probably urged by the wifhes 
of his companions, he meditated a 
fpecies of retributive cruelty, and 
fignalized the field of battle, by 
forcing his unhappy Roman pri- 
foners to attack each other in com- 
bat, impaling alive on thq crofs 
thofe who would not comply, and 
threatening the reft with the moft 
exquifite tortures: thus the gla- 
diators, adding infult to injury, re- 
taliated on their opprelTors, the un- 
natural and infamous (laughter of 
the circus. 

This triumphant leader, who 
had redeemed his name from the 
infamy of his former ftation, or- 
dered every kind of heavy or cum- 
berfome baggage, which was like-, 
ly to impede the celerity of a forced 
march, to be inftantly burnt. 
Piihii^ag the old^ the tick, tb^ 
wouAdedy 



SPARTACUS. 



187 



wounded, and infirm, with ample 
rewards; after flight refrcfhmcnt, 
and fhort periods of repwfe, he 
reached, by rapid movementSf the 
banks of the Po, which, in conie- 
quence of augmented torrents 
from the neighbouring hills, was 
fwelled beyond its ordinary bounds. 
The policy of the confuls, or the 
general fear infpired by the merci- 
lefs and bloody charafter of the 
fugitives, had left the river, with- 
out one veffel, bark, or boat. 

Arrefted by this obftacle, and 
probably rendered prefumptive by 
an' uninterrupted feries of good 
fortune, Spartacus quitted the Po, 
retraced his former line of march, 
and refolved to give battle to what- 
ever force the republic might raife 
to oppofe him : to dorm and de- 
ftroy by fire and f'word, the proud 
corrupted miftrefs of the world; to 
revenge on her the injuries of man- 
kind, and transfer the feat of em- 
pire to fome happier fpot, not con- 
taminated by vice, luxury, andop- 
prelfion, was the avowed purpofe 
of a Thracian peafant. 

He foon met Arrius, who had 
colleded the fcattered remains of 
the legions ; and a plain between 
Urbinum and Ancona, was the 
fcene of a battle, in which the Ro- 
mans ignominioufly fled from their 
flandard. This news, with all its 
exaggerations, reached the capital ; 
the gates were fhut, the fenate af- 
fembled, and crouds of men, wo- 
men, and children, filled the forum 
with tumultuous cries. In the 
public diilrefs, CrafTus was pre- 
vailed on to accept the Pratorfhip 
and the command of an army, 
which was inflantiy levied, with- 
out exception gf age, rank, wealth, 



or late fervices: the foldiers who 
fled, were punifhed by decimation. 

To refloremilirary difcipline,and 
protect Rome from infult, to mal c 
himfelf mafter of the flrong holds, 
lately poflelTed by Spartacus, on the 
Appenines, were the firlt cares of 
CralTus; who exhibited on this oc- 
cafion, a mind fertile in rcfource, 
as a magiflrate and a general, to 
whom his country looked up for 
deliverance from impending ruin. 

The vifion of facking and plunr 
dering Rome vanifhed ; and Spar- 
tacus, after vainly regretting that 
he had abandoned his moderate 
defigns of marching towards the 
Alps, found himfelf obliged, by 
the fuperior generalfhip of CrafTus, 
to lead his troops, by long and la^ 
borious marches, to that part of 
the Italian promontory which faces 
Sicily. 

That illand was at the fame 
time fufFering every evil that ava^ 
rice and oppreffion could inflid^, 
under the rapacious government of 
Verres, whofe enormities have 
been configned to everlafling in- 
famy, by the elegant invediveof 
Cicero. The C^aeflor \vas alfo 
fufpe£led of a private correfpond- 
ence with Spartacus, and is faid 
to have agreed with certain pi- 
rates, who mfefled the Ionian fea, 
to tranfport his army; but they 
infifled on receiving from the 
gladiator, the flipulatcd price, be- 
fore they collected their velTels, 
and then, by the advice of Ver- 
res, bafely 'departed, without ful- 
filling their agreement. The op- 
pi-efTor of the Sicilians recollected, . 
that the prcfence . of Spartacus 
would be only dividing that plun- 
der, which he wiflied to. pofTefs 
S b 2 \)ndiminifhed : 
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iindiminiihed ! he, at* the fame 
time, infifted on iharing the mo- 
ney received by the pirates, who 
had long purchafed impunity for 
rapine and outrage, by dividing 
with this infamous magiftrate the 
fpoils of an unhappy province. 

Difappointed by that perfidy, 
which the wicked cannot complain 
of in each other, Spartacus turned 
his £ace towards Brundufium, in 
hopes of procuring fome means of 
embarkation from that port; but 
Craflus prefled clofely upon him, 
and, to add to his embarraflfments, 
beiides a vigilant enemy, he had 
to contend with famine and fedi- 
tion in his own army. The fol- 
diers; flulhed by fome trifling ad- 
vantage over a Roman detachment, 
exclaimed, that they would in- v 
ftantly march to the capital. By 
the tumultuous condu6l of his men, 
and the military evolutions of his 
adverfary, the Thracian was forced 
to engage in a difadvantageous fpot. " 
This, indeed, was a circumftance 
which the Conful ardently wiihed, 
as Pompey, recalled from Spain 
by the fenate, was haftening to 
{hatch a vi6tory from the hands of 
Craffus. 

' After the neceflary, orders and 
difpofitions, Spartacus, placing him- 
felf in front of his original aflbci- 
ates at Capua, addreflTed his army 
in the following words : " We 
have no alternative, my friends, 
but to exterminate the forces of 
^ the fenate, honorable death, or to 
' ignominioufly yield ourfelves to 
the mercy of a cowardly and cruel 
foe, whom, paft experience has 
convinced us, it is fafer to fight 
with, than confide in. Our fuc- 
ccSFuI battles with the Praetor Clau- 



dius, with Varinius, and with Fu- 
rius, have eftabliflicd, beyond a 
doubt, the fuperiority of' men who 
fight for freedom : a hireling has 
neither intereft in, nor affe^Hoa 
for,* the caufe in which he ventures 
his life. 

" We have but to add the name 
of Craflus to the lift of thofc 
we have conquered, and there re- 
mains no obftacle to the planting 
our victorious ftandards in the Fo- 
rum of Rome. But whatever be 
the event, triumph or defeat; I 
truft that we (hall, with our own 
hands, ereft an honourable tomb» 
compofed of the bodies, and ce- 
mented with the blood of our ene- 
mies, an everlafting monument to 
future ages, a warning leflbn againft 
ufurpation, cruelty, pride, and op- 
preffion, which never fail, fooner 
or later, rouzing a fpirit which 
they are feldom able to check." 

The charge was founded ; — 
" Death or vi^ory," repeated by 
twenty thoufand voices, echoed 
o*er the field, but was foon drown- 
ed by the clafh of arms : the con- 
flict was bloody, but Spartacus, 
whofe genius gave life and fpirit 
to his whole army, expofed him- 
felf to unneceflTary danger by feek- 
ing Craffus, and was flain early in 
the engagement. 

To meafure fwords with a brave 
and illuftrious Roman, to fignalize 
his vidory, or immortalize his 
death, by a perfonal encounter 
with CraflTus, was the fond hope of 
his heart. After killing feveral of- 
ficers of rank, whom he miftook 
for the Conful, and lamenting, 
almoft in the words of Shakefpcar, 
that he believed there was many a 
Craflus in the field; be fell, over^ 
powered 
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powered by numbei's, having mif- 
fed the objeft of his purfuit, and 
exhibited wonderful proofs ojf 
matchlefs, but ineffectual perfonal 
prowefs. This extraordinary man 
IS faid to have been actually and 
literally cut to pieces, as the moft 
induftrious feaicb after the battle 
could not identify his body. His 
death was not unrevenged ; the 
gladiators ftood their ground to 
the laft, not one of the number 
who efcapedfrom Capua furviving 
the defeat, but were found extend- 
ed on the very fpot of ground they 
originally occupied. The vi<ftory 
of 'Craifus was complete and deci- 
five, though be loft the beft of "his 
troops. Six thoufand prifoners, 
who fell into his^ands he hung 
on trees by the way fide, as he re- 
turned to Rome. 

In the courfe of this difgraceful 
conteft, more than one hundred 
thoufand men perilhed by the 
fword; the vaft acquifition of 
power and credit which this viftory 
gave to CraflTus, firft planted the 
feeds of ambition in his breaft, 
which were afterwards produ6bive 
of a train of evils to his country, 
his competitors, and himfelf. The 
beft blood and ftrength of the re- 
public, were drained by civil war 
and domeftic fadtion; the road 
was paved for introducing military 
defpotifm, and the fervile wars 
may be faid firft to have produced 
the decline, and, in their remote 
confequences, the faU of the Ro- 
man Empire. 

With fuch evils entailed on (la- 
very, under every form, and pre- 
fented to us at different ages, I 
can believe no one to be a fincere 
approver of the traffic in human 
flefh, but from motives of intereft; 



and fuch I would almoft excufe^ 
for in the prefent ftate of public 
fpirit and private virtue, I cannot, 
I muft not expert a man to aban* 
don his- eftate, or yield his liveli- 
hood in the caufe of humanity. 
Yet, from wretches, procured by 
violence or fraud, conveyed from 
their native country, in a manner 
which renders their furviving ra- 
ther miraculous than probable, and 
fcantily provided with the com- 
forts, or even tjie nece(Iaries of 
life; from wretches, whofe exer- 
tions are never productive of any 
advantage to themfelves, from 
fuch miferable outcafts of fociety^ 
can we expert any effort or intereft 
beyond the impulfe of the whip ? 
Indeed, ilavery, in its moft melio- 
rated ftate, and abated rigors, pre- 
fents a fpeClacle fo fliocking to a 
generous mind, that it is impoftible 
to defend it on any plea, but that 
of felf intereft, and commercial or 
political necefiity ; I cannot agree 
that our rivals perfevering in it, 
aftbrds us any excnfe. 
^FENCER, Mr. for, a (hort 
■ O account of the famous chan- 
cery fuit between his executors and 
Sir Abraham JanfTen, fe^ Jennings 
Sarah, in my firft volume. 

SaUIRES, MARY, an itinc- 
rant pedlar, gypfey, and fmug- 
gler, who under thefe vague deno-^ 
minations, might have lived un- 
noticed, and died without remem- 
brance, had not a profecution for 
robbery, by which flje was con- 
demned to die, fuddenly fixed the 
public eye upon her ; and as pre- 
judice or party operated, alter- 
nately rendered her a general ol« 
jed: of deteftation, pity, or cor*, 
tempt. Perfifting, with the moft 
folemh af&verations, that (he was 

in 
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in a drftant part of the kingdom 
on the very day (he was acciifed of 
having committed the crime, and . 
naming a variety of perfons who 
could prove it, the compaffion of 
Sir Crifp Gafcoyne, at that time 
ILord Mayor, was excited ; by his 
example,' fevcral well meaning in- 
dividuals were induced to join 
with him in examining a mod 
perplexed and intricate bufinefs; 
and Ihe was ultimately recommend- 
ed as an obje£k of mercy to the 
erown. 

It appeared, by the declnration 
upon oath of Elizabeth Canning, 
a young woman about nineteen 
years of age, that in the beginning 
of the year 1753, having procur 
ed leave from a perfon with whom 
ihc lived as a fervant, to pafs a 
day with her uncle at Salt-petre- 
bank, (he remai^^d with him from 
' about eleven"" in the morning, *till 
nine at night; and that on her 
return home, two lufty men in 
great coats met her near Bethlem- 
watl, Moorfields, violently aflault- 
cd, robbed her of a gown, apron, 
hat, and half-a-guinea in money, 
tied her hands behind her, and on 
her ftruggli ng, gave her a violent 
blow on the temple, accompanied 
with oaths and execrations : that 
they then laid hands on her, one 
on each fide, and dragged her 
with violence and abufe for feme 
liours, part of which time, from 
fits, Ihe was not fenfible, till they 
arrived at the houfe of Sufannah 
Wells, which flie afterwards found 
Tvas fituated near Enfield-Wafh : 
that on being forced by the two 
ruffians into the houfe, flie was 
accofted by Mary Squires, who 
afked her, " If (he would go their 
way ? and if ftie would, that flie 



fhould have fine cloaths :''* word* 
of which at the time {he did not 
underftand the import, though ftie 
replied, " No;" but fhe (J^ce con- 
ceives, that it was nothing left 
than a wifh for her to fubmit to 
the odious life of a proftitute. 

On her anfwering, ** No^" 
Mary Squires, with a long knjfe, 
ripped up the lace of her flays, 
which -flie took from lier, and aficr 
feveral intimidating threats, pu(h- 
cd her into a back room, or hay- 
loft, where fhe was confined for 
twenty-feven days, with no other 
fuflenance than a flender pittance 
of bread, fome water in a broken 
pitcher, and a fmall minc'd pyc, 
which fhe accidentally had in her 
pocket. During all this time, fhe 
declared that no one creature vi- 
fited her, and the bread and water 
being exhaufled, fhe at lafl broke 
down a board. which was nailed 
on the infide of a window, out of 
which fhe crept on a Tort of pent- 
houfe, and then jumped on the 
ground, which, from her defcrip- 
tion, was about nine or ten feet 
from the window; ^n being afked 
if the jump did not hurt her, fhe 
faid, " No, becaufc the ground 
was a foft clay." 

Having quitted the houfe, flie 
walked home as faft as her weak 
condition permitted. It may na- 
turally be expe6led, after fo long 
and unaccountable an abfence, 
that her mothei* was alarmed, as 
well by the fqualid and difeafed 
appearance of her daughter, as by 
her diflreffing accoimt of the in- 
jurious treatment fhe had experi- 
enced. 

A circumftance of this kind na- 
turally excited the fympatby and 
refentment of the public, ever 

com- 
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compaflionately attentive to female 
injuries ; a fubfrription was fet on 
foot in iavor of the young wo- 
man ; Squires and Wells were 
taken into cuftody, under the moill 
violent impreffions of popular pre- 
judice and indignation, tried at ^he 
Old Bailey, and fentence of .death 
pafled on the former. 

But Sir Crifp Gafcoyne, per- 
ceiving much contradi^ion in the 
evidence, and. coniidering the de« 
fcription given by Canning of the 
room which fhe laid was the place 
of her confinement, to be very 
different from the a^al ftate and 
dimeniions of the hay-loft in Wells's 
houfe ; flartled alfo by a principal 
witnefs in Canning's favor. Virtue 
Hall, having wholly retradted her 
evidence, though Ihe had pofitive- 
ly fworn to the feeing Canning 
at Enfield Wafli, and to a good 
part of the converfation faid to 
have pafled between that young 
woman and Squires, particularly 
to the buiinefs of ripping off the 
flays ; for thefe, and other reafons, 
this worthy, but at that time unpo- 
pular magiflrate, prefented a me- 
morial to the king, mentioning the 
prefumptive circumftances in favor 
of the old woman's innocence. In 
confequence of this proceeding, 
Mary Squires was refpited for fix 
weeks ; the confideration of the 
matter was referred to the attorney 
and folicitor general, who reported, 
that the weight of evidence was 
in the convicts' favour, and fhe* 
ultimately received a free pardon. 

If Squires was not guilty, it 
was impoflible Canning could be 
innocent ; her conduct confidering 
her years, mufl in that cafe have 
beea cruel and attrocious, com- 
bining at once the crimes of per- 



jury and intended murder f—mur» 
der, toot of the mod; cruel, bafe^ 
cool, and premeditated kind, to 
fupport a groundlefs profecation 
fot felony; under the colour of 
juftice to take away the lifiei of an 
innocent perfon, and to raife con*^ 
tributions on the public by a fa'* 
bricated narrative. For thefe, and 
other reafons, it was judged proper 
to apprehend Elizabeth Canning, 
on a charge of wilful and corrupt 
perjury, for which crime (he was 
arraigned at the bar of the Old 
Bailey, near twelve months after 
the trial of Mary Squires ; upwards 
of five days were occupied in ex- 
amining a variety or witnefles, 
with a patience and laborious 
fearch for truth, equally honour- 
able to the judges on the bench, 
the counfellors, and the jurymen. 

It was obferved, in Canning's 
defence, that her not flying fronpi 
juftice, during the long interval 
which elapfed between the trials, 
was a ftrong prefumption of her 
innocence, fince neither herfelf or 
friends were bound by any recog- 
nizance. To this it was anfwered, 
that, one who had been able, for 
fo long a time, by an artful ilory, 
to prejudice fo many in her favor, 
and to receive fuch ample counte- 
nance and pecuniary fupport, had 
every profpedt of evading juflice, 
by "mjell'drejfed evidence, and the 
flrong force of popular opinion ; 
in which cafe, her triumph over 
truth would have been complete, 
her reputation, as 2i /pedes of mar* 
tyr^ eftabliflied, and her reward, 
in all probability, would have been 
fplendid. 

The previous and accurate dei^ 
cription of a broken pitcher which \ 
was difcQvered in the room ; ^nd 

th- 
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the hay-ioft, which, in fome par- 
ticulars, tallied with her account, 
though in many circumftances it 
failed, as (lie did not mention a 

jack-line and pulley, a broken 
cafement over the chimney, and a 
cheft of drawers, all of which 
were proved, by an accumulation 
of duu and cobwebs, to have been 

, nfffy long refidents. Yet the pitcher, 
and the defcription of the room 
and its contents, though not cor- 
rc6t, prove fome previous acquaint- 
ance with it, and, perhaps, a re- 
ference to the evidence of one of 
Canning's witnelTes (Robert Srar- 
ratt) may help to folve the myftery. 
Incited by curiofity, and, accord- 
ing to his own account, uofolicited, 
Mr. Scarratt had (though a perfect 
ilranger) called at her mother's 
houfe foon after her return, and, 
in the courfe of his evidence, ac- 
knowledged having often, on for- 
mer occafions, been at the houfe 
of Sufannah Wells, near Eafield- 
Wafh. If we can fuppofe, for a 
moment, an iniquitous communi- 
cation to have taken place between 
Elizabeth Canning and Robert 
Scarratt, whofe evidence was by 
no means fatisfadory, this difficul- 
ty vanifhes. 

It was alfo fubmitted to the 
court, that, even if Squires could 
prove, by pofitive and circumflan- 
tial evidence, that (he was in a 
diftant part of the kingdom at the 
time laid .in the indi«5tment, it did 
not follow that Canning had viali- 
cioujly perjured herfelf, it being as 
poflible for a perfon to be deceived 
by a iimilitude of deformity, as 
well as of beauty ; though the old 
gypfey, when the conftable went 
with the warrant to apprehend her, 
laid to Canning, on being charged 



with robbing her of her (lays; 
** Do you fay I robbed you ? pray, 
madam, look at this face ; if you 
have once feen it, it mufi be re- 
membered,' for I think God Al- 
mighty never made fnch Mother." 
When this part of the evidence 
was related, the eyes of every one 
prefent wece naturally fixed on 
Squires, whofe countenance, in- 
deed, exhibited an aflemblage of 
features uncommon, and diaboli- 
cally hideous. 

The fufferings of Canning, and 
the evident reduced ftate of her 
health, fo much fo as to be thought 
at firft irrecoverable, were men- 
tinned, as convincing proofs of the 
truth of her allegations. 

The man that hangs, or beats 
out's brains. 

The deviFs in him if he feigns ; 
was quoted on this o(;cafion ; and 
. it was afked, if any perfon in their 
fenfes would bring themfelves to 
the brink of death, to procure 
friends and contributions? Would 
the girl kill herfelf for the fake of 
a fubfcription ? The counfel in 
behalf of Canning alfo ftrohgly 
dwelt on the danger of allowing 
convidtions for wilful and corrupt 
perjury, on the fcore of mere im- 
probability of fa<5ls, which have 
been credited by twelve men on 
their oaths; he infilled, that fuch 
proccedingb tended to overturn the 
common and eftabliflied forms of 
juftice, and would at lad intimidate 
individuals from being zealous to 
bring guilty perfons to puniflimcnt, 
leaft they themfelves may be here^ 
after profecuted. 

[ 7 his doHrine. mjas ackntywledged 

by the court to he ivell nmrthy of at" 

tentiorty though^ in the prefent in/lance^ 

from the recantation of a principal 

^witnefs^ 
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ifjiinefs^ and fir other important rea^ 
Jbns^ it'*U)as thought advifeable to de* 
partfi-om a good general ruleS\ 

Things (eemingly impofiible for 
human power to have performed, 
have been proved true, though no 
credit was allowed to them when 
Hrfl aflerted ; and declarations have 
been proved falfe, which had every 
appearance of credit and authenti- 
city, and which at the time were 
thought the moil unlikely to be 
attefted, if not really true. 

An improbable and unparalleled 
ride from London to York, in one 
day, on the fame horfe, prevented 
the conviftion of»a prifoner for a 
highway robbery, though he con- 
feffcd himfelf guilty of it, imme- 
diately after his acquittal. An in- 
ftance of a fteward, in the Gainf- 
borough family, was alfo mention- 
ed, who fuddenly difappeared with 
a confiderable fum of money in 
his charge, which was fuppofed 
to have been taken from him. 
The gentlemen of the county in 
which he refided werfc alarmed, 
and, after a certain time, hisfon, 
impelled, as he faid, by remorfe, 
accufed himfelf, his mother, and 
lifter, of having robbed and mur- 
dered his father: he added^ that 
they had thrown the body into a 
certain pit in the neighbourhood, 
which was fearched, but no body 
could be found ; yet, as the fon 
perfifted in his accufation, they 
were all three indifted, tried, and 
haiiged. The father (and I ftiud- 
der when I relate thecircumftance) 
this unhappy father, a few months 
afterwards returned, giving a par- 
ticular and fatisfaftory account of 
his abfence, equally ftiocked and 
perplexed by a fengUiflary, but 
•Vol. II. 



unaccountable depravity, which 
had thus exterminated his family. 

The contradiftory accounts of 
Canning were explained by her 
friends, as amountmg to no more 
than this, that a general fa6t, com^ 
pounded of a variety of things 
done and faid at various places, 
when related on particular occa* 
tions, and at different time% had 
not always been toild minutely and 
exactly tne fame way ; a defed to 
which eveiy long and complicated 
ftory muft, in fome degree, be 
liable. Befides, they faid, that an 
allowance ought to be made for 
the aggravated feelings and expreA 
lions of a parent, who believed 
her daughter to have been adlually 
treated m the manner defcribed ; 
and fomething ihould be granted 
to the harraif&d condition and tre- 
. pidation of an injured female, un- 
der the impreflions of fear, famine, 
an emaciated body, and an agitated 
mind* 

Several witnefles proved their 
having feen Mary Squh-es, on or 
about the i6th, the 17th, and 23d 
of December, at Enfield- Wa(h. — 
She was obfervcd, according to the 
evidence of one man, telling a 
perfon's , fortune. Another fwore 
to her applying to him for leave to 
deep in his barn ; and a third, to 
her enquiring of him about a horfe 
ihe had loft. A phyiician and an 
apothecary proved the languid and 
reduced ftate of Elizabeth Canning, 
on her return to her mother's, and 
that ihe appeared like one who had 
fuffered extreme hunger, thirft, 
and cold ; but they acknowledged, 
that a perfon might be as (he was 
from other caufcs. 

Robert Beals^ aa attendant at 
C c the 
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the Stamford-Hill turnpike, fwore> 
that, about iht fore-end of January^ 
but he could not fpeak pofitively 
to the day, he faw a girl, in com- 
pany with two men, pafs the gate, 
fobbing and crying, that they 
joftied her along, and ufed abufive 
language. He defcribed her, as 
•having on a light coloured gown 
mnd apron, and that it was about 
eleven o'clock at night. On this 
evidence it was obferved, that 
Canning could not be the woman 
who paffed the turnpike, for (he 
had fwoni j that her gonvn and apron 
were taken from her in Moorfields ; 
-—add to this, that turnpike gate is 
four miles from Mooi-fields, and 
feven from Wells*s houfe, and flie 
fwore^ that fhe was brought to 
Wells*s about four in the morning. 

Thomas Bennett faw a miferable 
poor wretch, in a ragged, dirty 
condition, on the 29th of January, 
near Enfield-Wafh, on her way to 
London, and depofed, that flie 
aiked him the road. Two other 
witnefTes fwore to the meeting a 
girl, whom they 'Vrrily belie<ve to 
have been Elizabeth Canning, on 
the road between Enticld-VVafli 
and London, but defcribed her as 
looking pale, though her hands 
and face were faid, by herfelf and 
others, to be black and blue. 

On the part of Mary Squires, 
upwards of forty perfons were cal- 
led, to prove, that (lie was more 
than a hundred and thirty miles 
fi-om Enfield-Wa(b, in company 
with her fon George, and her 
daughter Lucy, at the time (he 
.was aceufed of having committed 
the robbery. 

On the 29th of December, ac- 
cording, to the evidence of Mrs. 



Hopkins, the landlady of a publuf 
houfe^ at South Perrott, in Dorfet- 
(liire, they all- three lodged with 
her ; on the 30th, they called at 
Winyard's-Gap, an alehoufe, about 
a mile further, to take refre(hment : 
at this lafl place, the frigh'tful 
countenance of Squires fo remark* 
ably attracted the notice of the 
evidence, that (lie compared her 
to 'a picture of Mother Shipton, 
hanging in the room. Her appear- 
ance on the fame day at Lytton, a 
village nine miles further on the 
road, was alfo proved by (everal 
witnefTes ; — by James Hawkins, at 
whofe houfe they (lept two nights 3 
by her fon*s being (haved there, 
by Francis Gladman ; and by their 
dining on a couple of boiled fowls, 
■which, on Mr. Moreton's obferv- 
ing, that it was a remarkable din- 
ner for gypfies, George anfwered, 
that fowls, at (ix-pence a piece, 
were cheaper than butcher's meat, 
and that he bought them of Dance 
'Turner. 

At Abbotibury, a fmall pari(h, 
three miles from Lytton, they re- 
mained till Tuefday the 9th of 
January, were recognized by many 
perfons, and had a dance at the 
hou^,^ of John Gibbons, the (ign 
of the Ship, at Abbotfbury, where 
WHliam Clarke, a (lioemaker, and 
the fweetbeart of Lucy, the daugh- 
ter of Mary Squires, was her part- 
ner, and Melchifedech Arnold, a 
blackfmith, played the fididX^. John 
Ford, a carpenter, of -Abbotfbur}', 
faw them alfo on the ill of Janu- 
ary, (liook hands with the old wo- 
man, kilfed her daughter, and 
drank a pint of beer with George. 
From Abbotfbury, they were regu- 
larly traced throu^ Forterfham 
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and Ridgeway (where, caihljeing 
fcarce, they left a piece of Nankin 
as a pledge for the reckoning) to 
Dorchefter, at which place, in 
confequence of the ^xceffive rains, 
the Fordington water was fo very 
high, that the old woman and 
George were obliged to wade 
through it, but Lucy prevailed on 
a miller's boy to carry her behind 
him on horfeback. 

By a chain of credible and cir- 
cumftantial evidence, they were 
proved to have paflTed "through 
Chettle, Martin, Coombe, and 
Bafingftoke, where Lucy, not being 
able to write, begged the landlady 
to fend Clarke a few lines, accord- 
ing to promife. The letter, with 
the poft-mark, was alfo" produced 
in court. From Bafingftoke they 
went to Bagfhot, Brentford, Page- 
Green, Tottenham, and, on the 
24th of January, took lodg- 
ings at Mrs. Wells's, in Enfield- 
Wafli. 

On the ift of February they 
were all apprehended, and it was 
remarked, that Canning, immedi- 
ately on coming into the room, 
exclaimed, pointing to Mary 
Squires, " That is the woman 
who robbed me of my ftays," 
when it was impoflible for her to 
fee the old woman's face, from the 
particular pofitipn in which (he 
fat. — She had defcribed the place 
of her confinement zs fquarcy dark^ 
and little^ but, 'on furveying the 
room, it meafured 35 feet 3 inches, 
by 9 feet 8 ; and it was far from 
dark, as well from the two win- 
dows, as from the light admitted 
between the pantiles. She had 
alfo, at firft, faid, that (he dropped 
down ft'om the window by a pent- 
tioufe, when, on ipfp^^tion^ there 



was not a penthoufe on the pre- 
mifes. 

A poor labonring man, named 
Fortune Natus, proved, that he 
and his wife flept in the room in 
which Canning fwpre (lie was con>- 
fined, during that whole month, 
and, for ^vt or fix weeks before. 
This part of the evidence was alfo 
ftrongly coiToborated by Ezra 
Whiffin, a neighbour of Sufannah 
Wells, who, being in want of part 
of the iron-work of a fign-board, 
and hearing that (he had an old 
on^ to difpofe of, called to fee it, 
and accompanied Wells into the 
very room in queftion, to feek for 
it ; they at laft found it under fome 
hay, which made part of the bed 
on which the wife of Natus was 
a6tually lying, at the very time 
Whiffin called, the i8th of Janu* 
ary. 

John Larney, Edward Allen, ^ 
and Giles Knight, labourers, had 
been ordered to lop feveral trees 
that grew near the window of the 
work-fliop or hay-loft in queftion, 
and they fwore, that this bufinefs 
was performed on the 8th of Ja- 
nuary, and that while they were 
employed in it, two women, Vir- 
tue Hall, gnd Sarah Howitt, ap- 
peared at the window, and con- 
verfed with them for fome time. 
Had Canning then been in the 
room, fhe muft have been feen, or 
. at leaft might have called for help 
to the men. She had alfo fworn, 
that no perfon, of any defcription, 
entered the garret or loft, during 
her confinement. Jt was alfo re- 
marked, that a night-gown and 
handkerchief, which fhe faid fhe 
took to cover herfelf with, out of 
the room at Wells's, fhe claimed 
as her mother's before the Lord 
C9« , Mayor, 
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lyfayor, and wiihed to take them, 
as well as the pitcher, into her 
poileffion ; to the iofonnation be- 
fore Mr. Fielding (he fet her mark, 
a;5 if unable to write her name, 
but afterwards wrote a fair legible 
hand. 

After an examination of more 
than a hundred and twenty wit* 
neilesy in this caufe of general ex- 
pectation, the jury retired for fif- 
teen minutes, and brought in a 
verdi£k-— Guilty of perjury, but 
sot wilful and corrupt ; which the 
Recorder told them he could not 
receive, as they muft either find 
her guilty of the whole indictment, 
or elfe acquit her ; they then, 
after half an hour's confultation, 
brought in a verdiCt-— Guilty of 
wilful and corrupt perjury. Some 
altercation took place, in confe- 
quence of a difference of opinion 
between two of the jurymen, for 
which reafon. Canning'^ friends 
moved for a new trial, which was 
irefiiied; and in May, 1754, being 
called up to receive fentence, (he, 
in a low voice, addreded the court 
in the following manner. 

" I hope your Lordfhips will be 
fiivourable to me, for I had no in- 
tent of fwearing the gypfey's life 
away. I beg to be confidered as 
an unfortunate woman, and that 
what has been done was only in 
defence of myfelf." 

The Recorder (Mr. Moreton) 
then addreffed her in the following 
words. 

" Elizabeth Canning, 

" You (land convicted, on the 
cleared proof, of wilful and cor- 
rupt* perjury, a crime attended 
with the mod fatfil and dangerous 
confequences to the community, 
though as yet it is not puniihcd 



with death. Your trial has taken 
up a great deal of time, and the 
feveral witnefTes have undergone 
the (triCteft examination : I think 
I may venture to affirm, that there 
is not one unprejudiced perfon, of 
the great numbers who have at- 
tended it, but muft be convinced 
of the juftice and impartiality of 
the verdi^. 

" I look back' with horror on 
the evidence you gave at the trial 
of Mary Squires, whom you knew 
to be deftitute and friendlefi, and 
therefore you fixed upon her as a 
proper object to make a iacrifice 
of, at the expence of a falfe oath : 
this you preferred to the making a ^ 
plain difcovery to thofe who had a W 
right to. know where you really, 
were thofc twenty-eight days pf 
your pretended confinement in the 
houfe of Sufannah Wells ; and in 
this you were encouraged to perfifl, 
as well by that mifappUed charity 
which was bountifully given you, 
in companion to your fuppofed 
fuffe rings, as by the advice of your 
miftaken friends, whom you had 
deluded and deceived into a belief 
of the truth of what you had 
falfely fworn. 

'* This audacious attempt, and 
that calm deliberate afTurance with 
which you formed a fcheme to 
take away the life of one, though 
the moft abjeCt of the human 
fpecies, together with your youth, 
and the character you then had, as 
well as your feeming inexperience, 
impofed upon many, and gained 
you a credit, which muft have ex- 
ceeded your higheft expedations ; 
thus encouraged, you not only 
wickedly perfevered, but even tri- « 
umphed over thofe who would not 
fiuBrer their judgnKnts to be mided 
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hy fo grofs an impofition. But 
when at lad people had a*iitt]e re- 
covered their furprize, and this al- 
mofl miraculous tale of yours came 
to be temperately canvaiTed and 
tried; by comparing your own 
original information with the evi- 
dence you had given at the trial, 
which was found to vary in fo 
many material circumftances, a 
neceflary enquiry was fet on foot 
by a worthy magiftrite who pre- 
iided in this court, which faved 
the life of Squires, and ultimately 
gave rife to this profccution, 
which has expofed the guilty, and 
ought to convince the doubtful: 
4|. this iniquitous condu^ of yours 
^ will, I hope, induce mankind not 
to fuffer their credulity to get the 
better of their reafon. 

** It is not my wifli to aggravate 
your guilt, or increafe that afflic- 
tion which J hope you feel ; but as 
I attended both the trials, it may 
be expe£led that I fhould declare 
my opinion : I therefore, in the 
mod folemn manner, aihrm, that 
I always thought your evidence 
falfe, and your witneiTes mod grofs* 
ly miftaken. The policy of foreign 
countries punifhesthis offence with 
death ; but it is your happinefs to 
have been born in a countrv, 
whofe code of laws are neither le- 
vere or fanguinary, and the fen- 
tence I now pronounce is in no de- 
gree adequate to the* nature of your 
offence. You fliall be imprifoned 
in the jail of Newgate for one 
month; you fhall then be tranf- 
ported to America, for the term 
of feven years ; and if within that 
period you return, and arc found 
in any of his majefty's dominions 
of Great Britain or Ireland| you 
ihall fuffer death." 



Notwithftanding thi^ det^ifion, a 
number of people dill infilled (mi 
the innocence of Canning; die 
newfpapers and .periodic pubiica*" 
tions teemed with arguments 
on the fubje6t; the ingenious 
Henry Fielding and Sir John Hill 
aifo exercifed their pens : (be was 
however, in Auguft 1754, trao(^ 
ported to New England, where 
(hp married advantageoufly, and 
one of her original fupporters left 
her a legacy of five hundred pounds. 
Before her departure, fhfe publiflied 
a declaration, which concludes in 
thefe words : " I . declare, in the 
moft ferious manner, that I am 
fully perfuaded, and well afllired, 
that Mary Squires was the perfon 
wiio robbed me ; and that the houfe 
of Sufannah Wells was the place 
in which I was confined twenty^ 
eight days." 

This article ought not to con- 
clude without paying a tribute of 
praife to the humane zeal of Sir 
Crifp Gafcoyne, the acute in- 
vedigation of Mr. Moreton, and 
the difcriminating precifionof Ser- 
jeant Davy. 

STATIONERS* COMPANY 
of London, introduced in this 
place for the purpofe of recordnie 
the culpable and indecent negleS 
of a printer they employed in the 
reign of James the Fird, who pu- 
nifhed them by a fine of a thou- 
fand pounds, for omitting in an 
edition of the Bible, the important 
monofyllable, »«/, in that por- 
tion of the decalogue which for- 
bids adultery. 

An error of a like kind, but 
TipX an involuntary error, has been 
laid to the charge of Porpora, a 
celebrated Italian compofer, who 
being employed on a particular 
occafion. 
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occafion, to fet a part of the 
iervice of the church of Rome, 
to mufic, found himfelf at a lofs 
in the beginning of one of the 
creeds for a monofyllabley to give 
power to the forti part of his piece, 
and in the abforbing raptures of 
his compoiition, tfaoughtlefsly in- 
troduced the very word, for the 
^miffion of which, the (lationers* 
company had been punifhed; fo 
that in the mufic fcore, the words 
aftually ran " I believe not in God." 
This error, not remarked 'till after 
the celebration of the fervice, was 
productive of future cenfure and 
confiifion to the compofer, who 
was feverely reprimanded by the 
inquifition ; feldom content with 
reproof, without punifhment. 

The (lationers* company had 
long enjoyed the exclufive privilege 
of printing and veifding almanacks, 
grounded on a grant of James the 
Firft or Second, which his ma- 
jcfty had no right to make : and a 
monopoly fo contrary to law and 
equity, was attacked by Carnan, 
a private individual of ftrongfenfe, 
but unaccommodating manners. 

This bookfeller, after a long 
and expenfive fuit, againft the 
ui'.ted pQwer, influence, and mo- 
ney, of a wealthy fraternity, and 
a learned univerfity, gained the 
caufe, and celebrated his viftory 
ivith an intemperate exultation, 
calculated rather to infult his van- 
quiihed rivals, than exalt himfelf 
in the opinion of moderate men. 
After driving his antagonifls from 
the field, he reaped himfelf but 
little benefit from this triumph, 
owing to the ungenerous eagernefs 
of the reft of the trade who feized 
thpfe advantages he had laid open. 

C&rnan wa:s a ftriking and ina- 



preffive proof, that good fenfe and 
adtive powers cannot always infure 
a fuccefsfui or a pleafant pafTage 
through life: he was preyed on 
by chagrin or infulted by unforgiv- 
ing competitors, while many a dull 
fellow in the neighbouring row, 
one half of his time alleep, and the 
other fcarccly awake, was flum- 
bering into* independence, eafe, 
and city honours. As a proof 
of his impolitic obftinacy, he is 
faid to have expended a thoufand 
pounds in a law fuit concerning a 
horfe, rather than retra6l an opi- 
nion: in another inftance, he 
fiink a confidefable fum in build- 
ing a houfe, on an execrable fpot, 
without profpedt or probability of 
a tenant, or its turning to any aHr 
vantage or account, and contrary 
to the perfuafions of all his friends. 
The only reafon that could be 
gueffed for his pertinacious adhe- 
rence to this unprofitable folly, 
was, that in a difpute, he had af- 
ferted, that the fituation was a 
defirable one, and a tenant at a 
high rent abfolutely certain; the 
event proved his miftake. The 
writer of this article was once 
witnefs to a tranfaftion between 
Goldfmith and Carnan, which did 
credit to the fpirit, feelings and 
generofity of the bookfeller, but 
the author, in his ufual ftrange 
way, treated his benefador with 
fuperciiious abruptnefs, and ill 
manners ; had a third perfon been 
introduced, unacquainted with the 
preceding tran faction, he would 
have immediately concluded, that 
Carnan had received, and Gold- 
fmith conferred a favor. I have 
not been able to afcertain, if the 
defalcations from their income by 
almanacks^ has made any inroacb 
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oa the monthly hixuries, or the 
laudable charities of this refpcdta- 
ble focietv. 

STEHNE, LAURENCE, an 
Englifh Clergyman, and a po- 
pular writer, the founder of a 
numerous clafs, to whom the term 
Sentimental has been given, which, 
ftridly fpeaking, almoft every fpe- 
cies of writing, beyond a technical 
fyliabus, or a text book, is, or 
ought to be. It would be no eafy 
talk, precifely to define, what a 
modern reader means by this fa(h- 
ionable latitudinarian expreflion, 
unlefs we are to reft fatisfied with 
what a female writer once replied 
to this queftion, and rather in a 
peevifh way, " It means to write 
like Sterne." 

To attempt^ what I have con- 
fefled is difficult, may perhaps ap- 
pear prefumptuous, but he who 
fails, poflefles more merit, than the 
man who never tries. If the ea- 
finefs of writing fentimentally, is 
to be eftimated, by the numbers 
who have taken the field, it fhould 
feem to require no very uncom- 
mon abilities ; yet, and I truft I 
may fpcak without offence; Has 
there yet appeared a fecond Yorick? 
The neareft approach, I have 
fometimes thought, was made by 
Mr. Pratt, and Mr. Keat, but 
theirs is an humble diflance ; be- 
fides, I fear, they want that which 
burfts forth, ovfeems to burft forth 
fo often in Sterne, a heart. 

The fentimental writer, then, 
if we are allowed to draw our rules 
from his great prototype, the au- 
thor of Triftram Shandy, as the 
antient critics from Homer, the 
fentimental writer muft, by the 
force of natural genius, be enabled, 
from the various^ the common. 



and, to the million, the unimpor- 
tant occurrences of life, to feled 
materials, calculated in an extra- 
ordinary manner, to intereft, ele* 
vate, and furprize. 

UnembarrafTed by thofe fetters 
of continuity and coherence, which 
found criricifm experts from com- 
mon writers, he confiders himfclf 
as at liberty, to wander difcurfivc- 
ly, or rather to leap over barren 
rocks, or uncultivated precipices, 
and except, when he occafionally 
ftoops to crop a rofe, raife a lilly, 
or drop a fentiment, to gallop 
without reins, and fometimes with- 
out judgment, from Alps to Pyre- 
nees, " whilft folly claps her hands, 
and wifdom flares," and the fati- 
gued reader, in the rapid panto- 
mime of pleafure, pathos, humour, 
dullnefs, and obfcenity, is alter- 
nately pleafed, vexed, bewildered, 
and loii. 

To (ketch out affecting and 
mafterly pi6tures,. to raife his rea- 
der on the very tiptoe of expeAa- 
tion, and at laft to defeat ardent 
curiofity, by afterifks and dafhes ; 
to prophanely tread the borders or 
impiety and Jewdnefs, that too in 
the mod dangerous mode, without 
giving the alarm of difgufting lan- 
guage; by powers wonderfully and 
fubliinely pathetic, to reach at 
times, the inmofl receffes of the 
heart, and with fqarcely a page in- 
tervening, to irritate, irrefiftibly 
to irritate us by matchlefs fallies 
of genuine humour ; fuch ftrange 
compound of wit and abfurdity, 
goodnefsaiid indecorum, excellence 
and inanity, delicacy and groffnefs, 
fuch powers, Yorick, were thine \ 
To the charge, to a divine, the 
heavy charge, of interlarding his 
works with paflages, dajUgeroufly 
intlua* 
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infiammatofy, if not groflly lewd ; 
his conflant plea and reply was, 
that he did it for the purpofe of 
procuring readers! And if fuch 
a fault can be excufed, it may be 
iecorded among the contradidory 
paradoxes of ^fhionable caprice, 
that books, evidently {learning from 
the hot bed of a lafcivious imagi- 
nation, were the morning compa« 
nions, and the nightly folate of 
women, who would have blufiied 
at an indelicate allufion, and have 
Tigoroufly refilled ail attempts on 
their chaflity. 

Yet fuch reiiftance, muft, I fear, 
have been weakened, by a perufal 
iof the volumes in queftion ; their 
tendency on the fex is evidently 
jieither to make them fleady, or to 
keep them fo, I admit with fome 
difficulty, the excufe of one of his 
£tir advocates, who had been re- 
proved for her avowed fondnefs, 
^rjthc bewitching pages of Sterne : 
•* I fee," replied the Lady, who 
had in hei- day lived with decorous 
propriety and elegant hofpitality. 
*' I fee, as well as you, the ble- 
miflies of my favourite author, 
but am I to fhut myfelf up all 
day in my room ? am I to lofe 
the vernal fragrance of the morn- 
ing breeze ? am I to refign the 
luxurious ferenity of an ' evening 
walk on the lawn, the meadow or 
in the wood, becaufe the path is oc- 
caiionally obflru6led by thorns and 
briars, or for fear of being terri- 
fied by the hiding of an adder, or 
the roaring of a bull ?" 

Without waiting to determine 
the weight of an argument, which 
would at any time excu^ unbe- 
coming hints and loofe language, 
if uflKred in by wit and good 
humour, I think it proper to re- 



mark, a peculiarity of Sterne's, 
What he had once committed to 
paper, however indecorous,- and 
in one indance unfounded, no in- 
treaties could prevail on him to 
alter or eraze, however contrary it 
Alight be to his reputation as a 
writer, and the purity of his cba- 
ra^er as a dignitary of the efbi- 
blifhed Church. Like Dryden, he 
neglected, or would not pradice, 
that lad, that neceflary art, the art 
to blot ; and when pallages have 
been pointed out in his manufcript, 
the omiffion or correftion of which, 
would have prevented much oblo- 
quy on his tafte, as well as me- 
mory ; *• What I have written, I 
have written," was his only reply — 
** \{ you decline printing it, others 
may be found who will." 

This abominable perfeverance, 
this incorrigible obftinacy, in def- 
pight of friendfhip, dut}', intereft 
and* difcretion, his friends could 
not always account for ; whether 
as he once (aid, " It was bad 
enough to write nonfcnfe, but to 
re-write it, was the Devil and Dr. 
Fauftus;" which would prove it 
was genuine indolence ; or whether 
it might be, that unbending fenfe 
of fuperiority, impatient of di- 
reftion and controul, the frequent 
companion, perhaps, the preroga- 
tive of genius, which will fubmit 
to no dccifion, but its own, is not 
important to determine ; it might, 
not improbably, derive its origin 
from both. 

This partiality for the pronduce 
of our own brains, produced by 
the flattering, the magnifying op- 
tics of a parent, is a wcaknefs 
firom which few writers are free. 
T he Compiler of the prefent 
article, in a moment of infatua<r 

tion. 
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tion, like that bird, the venerable 
type and reprefentative of wifdom, 
inyeJoped by ivy, or pecking and 
purfuing mice, ** and fuch fmaJl 
geer," has fometimes fancied, his 
own fcreaming, purblind, auk- 
ward progeny, nearly refembled 
the aerial nefllings of the bird 
of Jove, who views, undazzled, 
the radiance of a meridian fun, 
or, foaring through the air, with 
threatening talons, affrights the re- 
lu6Vant inhabitants of the woods 
anc) foreft, to their dark retreats. 
The following is from Sterne, 
or one of his imitators; it is no 
bad defcription of the man. 

" I was born to travel out of 
the common road, and to Hart 
afide from the beaten tradt. I was 
neither defigned for* a team, nor 
for a bridle, but to amble along, 
loofe and unconfined ; and if I 
neither kick, fplafh, or run over 
any one ; who, in the name of 
common fenfe, has any right to 
interrupt me ?" 

The charge of borrowing from 
his predecefTors has been lately al- 
Jedged againft the fubjc6t of this 
article, by a judicious and candid 
writer, who produces evidence 
fufficient to ftartlc, if not fubdue, 
the doubts of criticifm ; thofe who 
have been delighted by Sterne, 
will, perhaps, read the following 
obfervations, and the p^ifages 
which follow them, with regret 
and furprize. 

"In tracing fome of Sterne's 
ideas to other writers, I do not," 
lays the author, above referred to, 
" I do not mean to treat him as a 
plagiary ; I wifli to illuftrate, not 
to degrade him. If fome inftan- 
ces of copying be proved againft 
him, they wiU dctra6t nothing 
Vol, II, 



from his ^nius, and will only 
lefTen that impofing appearance he 
fometimes amimed, of erudition, 
which he really wanted. 

*' But there can be no doubt 
refpe£ting Sterne's obligations of 
an author, once the favourite Co 
the learned and the witty, though 
now unaccountably neglefted. I 
have often wondered at the great 
pains he takes in ridiculing opini- 
ons not fafliionable in his day, 
and have thought it fingular, that 
he ftiould produce the portrait of 
his fophift, Mr. Shandy, with all 
the flains and mouldinefs of the 
laft century about him. But I am 
now convinced, that all the fin- 
gularities . of .Triftram Shandy, 
were drawn from Burton's Anatenty 
of Melancholy:' Here follow the 
extracts. 

Steene. 

" T.is either Plato," fays Sterne, 
" or Plutarch, or Seneca, or Xe- 
nophon, or Epi£tetus, or The- 
ophraftus, or Lucian — or fome 
one, perhaps, of later date — 
either Cardan, or Budaeus, or 
Petrarch, or Stella^-or poffibly it 
may be fome divine, or father of 
the church, St. Auftin, or St. Cy- 
prian, or Bernard, who affirms, 
that it is an irrefiftible and natural 
paffion to weep for the lofs of our 
friends or children— and Seneca, 
(Tm pofitive) tells us fomewhere, 
that fuch grieft evacuate themy 
felves beft by that particular chanr 
nel. And accordingly we find that 
Pavid wept for his fon Abfalom 
-—Adrian for his Antinous — Niobe 
for her children, and that Apolla- 
dorus and Cri^o both ihed tears for 
Socrates before his death." This is 
well rallied, as the following paf, 
fege wUl evince ; but Sterne Ihould 
D4 h^ve 
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hare cenEdered, h(yw much he 
•owed to poor old Burton. 
Burton. 

" Death and departure of friends 
are things generally grievous : Om- 
mium qtue in vita humana contingtmiy 
hSus atque mot's funt acerbijjima, 
{Cardan de Confol. lib. 2.] The 
. jDoft auftcre and bitter accidents that 
can happen to a man in this life, 
in, aternum vaUdieere^ to part for 
ever, to forfake the world, and all 
our friends, 'tis uUimum terribilium^ 
the laft and the greateft terrour; 
moft irkfome and troublefome unto 
us ? &c. — ^Nay, many generous 
fpirits, and grave ftaid men other- 
wife, are fo tender in this, that at 
the iofs of a dear friend they will 
cry out, roar, and tear their hair, 
lamenting fome months after, howl- 
ing O hone, as thofe Irifh women, 
and Greeks at their graves, com- 
mit many indecent anions, &c. 
Sterne. 

** 'Tis an inevitable chance — 
the firft ftatute in Magna Charta — 
it is an everlafting aft of parlia- 
ment my dear brother — ^all muft 
die." 

Burton. 

** Tis an inevitable chance, the 
iirft flatute in Magna Charta, an 
everlailine aft of parliament, all 
muft die. 

Sterne. 
. " When Tully was bereft of his 
dear daughter Tullia, at firft he 
laid it to his heart — be liftened to 
the voice of nature, and modula- 
ted his own unto it^ &c. — But as 
foon as he began to look into the 
ftores of philofophy, and confider 
how many excellent things might 
be faid on 4he occafion — nobody 
upon earth can conceive, fays- the 
great orator, how joyful, how happy 
It made me." 



BURTOV. 

** Tully. was much grieved for 
his daughter TuUiola's death, at 
firft, until fuch t'uiie that he had 
confirmed his mind, with fome 
philofophical precepts, then he 
began to triumph over fortune and 
grief, and for her reception into 
heaven to be much more joyed, 
than before he was troubled for 
herlofe."- 

Sterne. 

^^ Kingdoms and provinces, and 
towns and cities, have they not 
their periods ? Where is Troy, and 
Mycene, and Thebes, and Delos, 
and Perfepolis, and Agrigentum ? 
— What is become, brother Toby, 
of Nineveh, and Babylon, of 
Cyzicum, and Mytilcne ; the fair- 
eft towns that ever the fun rofe 
upon, are now no nwre." 
Burton. 

** Kingdoms, provinces, towns, 
and cities." fays Burton, ** have 
their periods, and are confumed. 
In thofe flourilhing times of Troy, 
Mycene was the fiaireft city in 
Greece, — but it, alas, and that 
Aflyrian Nineveh are quite over- 
thrown. The like fate hath that 
Egyptian and Baeotian Thebes. 
Delos, the common council -houfe 
of Greece, and Babylon, the great- 
eft city that ever the fun ftione on, 
hath now nothing but walls, and 
rubbifti left — And where is Troy 
itfelf now, Perfepolis, Caithage, 
Cyzicum, Sparta, Argos, and all 
thofe Grecian cities ? Syracufe and 
Agrigentum, the faircft towns in 
Sicily, which had fometimes feven 
hundred thoufand inhabitants, are 
now decayed." . " 

Sterne. 

"Let us follow Sterne' again.** 
Returning out of Afia, when I 
failed from ^gitia towards Mega- 

ra. 
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ra, I began to view the country 
round about. iEgina was behind 
me, Megara was before, Pyrseus 
on the right hand, Corinth on 
the left. What flourifhing towns 
now proftrate on the earth ! Alas ! 
alas ! faid I to myfelf, that a man 
fhould diflurb his foul for the lofs 
of a child, when fo much as this, 
lies awfully buried in his prefence. 
Remember, faid I to myfelf again 
— remember that thou art a man." 

*' This is, with fome (light va- 
nations. Burton's tranOation of 
Servius*s letter. Sterne alters juft 
enough, to (hew that he had not 
attended to the original." 
Burton. 

" Returning out of Afia, when 
I failed from iEgina towards Me- 
gara, I began to view the country 
round about. iEgina was behind 
me, Megara before, Pyraeus on 
the right hand, Corinth on the 
left ; what flouriiliing towns here- 
tofore, now proftrate and over- 
whelmed before mine eyes ! Alas, 
why are we men fo much difquiet- 
cd with the departure of a friend, 
whofe life is much fliorter ; when 
fo many gobdiy cities lie buried 
before us. Remember, O Servius, 
thou art a man; and with that I 
was much confirmed, and cor- 
reaed myfelf." 

Sterne. 

** My fon is dead," fays Mr. 
Shandy, " fo much the better; 
'tis a fhame in fuch a tempeft, to 
have but one anchor." 
Burton. 

" He was a moft dear and 

loving friend," qUoth Burton, •^my 
fole friend-''— Thou mayfV bo 
afhamed, I fay, with Seneca, to 
confefs it, in fuch a tempefi as tbif. 
to have but one anchor. * 



Sterns. 

" But," continues Mr. Shandy, 
** he is gone for ever from us? be 
it fo. He is got from under the 
hands of his barber before he was 
bald. He is but rifen from a feaft 
before he was forfeited — ^from ^ 
banquet before he had got drunken. 
The Thracians wept when a child 
was bom, and feafkd and made 
merry when a man went out of 
the world, and with reafon. Is iC 
not better not to hunger at all, 
than to eat ? Not tothirft, than to 
take phyfic to cure it ? Is it not 
better to be freed from cares and 
agues,* love and melancholy, and' 
the other hot and cold fits of life, 
than like a galled traveller, who 
comes weary to his inn, to be 
bound to begin his journey afrefti." 
■ Burton. 

** Thou doft him great injury 
to defire his longer life. Wilt 
thou have him crazed and (ickly 
ftill, like a tired traveller, that 
comes weaiy to his inn, begin his" 
journey afrefh ; — he is now gone 
to eternity — as if he had rifen, 
faith Plutarch, fronv the midft of 
a feaf^, before he was drunk — Is 
it not much better not to hunger 
at all, than to eat ? not to thirfl, 
than to drink to fatisiy thirft? not 
to be cold^ than to put on clothes 
to drive away cold ? You had 
more need rejoice that I am freed 
from difeafes, agues, &c. The 
Thracians wept (nil when a child 
was bom, feahed and made nyrth 
when any man was buried ; and 
fo ihould we rather be glad for 
fuch as die well, that^they ai^ fo 
happily freed from the miferied of 
this Kte." 

STEWART, JOHN, Earl of 
Bute, a peer of JMorth Britain, 
D d A director 
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diire^kor of the education of George 
the Third, and afterwards his prime 
minifter, during a period fcarceJy 
to be equalled in Engliih hiftory, 
for party violence and civil difcord, 
which diffufed a dark cloud of im- 
plied fufpicion, or open averfion, 
over the rifing glories of a young 
jmd amiable Prince, who had fo 
lately afcended the throne of his 
anceflors, with the moft enthuii- 
aflic attachment of his fubje^s. 
Thefc circumftances have been at- 
tributed, by fome, to weaknefs, 
by others, to ill-defign in the ad- 
jniniftration of the day, and, by 
many, to the fuperior (kill and 
yerfatility of ther opponents, in 
forming parliamentary cabal, and 
fomenting popular diK:ontent, 

This nobleman, happy in the 
fmiles of his fovereign, but never 
poiTeffing the confidence of the 
people, married the wealthy heir- 
ofs of Wortley Montague, and 
after retiring from a miniflry, 
which the ftrong arm of military 
interpofition was fcarcely able to 
protect, pafTed his remaining days 
In the lap of fciencc and tranquil- 
lity, expending, or rather finking, 
more than eighty thoufand pounds, 
in a fuperb edifice on High Cliff, 
a barren promontory on the fea 
coaft of Hampihire, oppofite the 
Me of Wight j not intimidated by 
the afifurances of his architect and 
furveyor, who afTerted that, from 
' the daily and rapid inroads of the 
tide, in lefs than fifty years, the 
whole building, as well as the fur- 
rounding gardens and pleafure- 
srounds^ muft be wafhed into the 
m i a predi6lion, the fulfilling of 
which, I underftand, the raging 
dcmeats have already niinoufly 



and rapidly commenced, not with- 
out perfonal injury to the proprie- 
tor, a fhort time before his deaths 

After receding from the oftenfi- 
ble fituation of a minifter,* Lord 
Bute's favorite purfuit was botany, 
in which his refearches are faid to 
have been fiiccefsful ; his work on 
this fubje6t, with plates, of which. 
I believe, only a dozen were print- 
ed, is an elegant and fplendid 
proof, that when lev^ees and draw- 
mg rooms lofe their charm, me- 
thods of paffing through life may 
ftill be {truck out, without facri- 
ficing health, fame, and fortune, 
to the injurious vices, the defpica- 
ble arts, or the trifling follies of 
Newmarket, the brothel, or the 
chace. For the fhades of retire- 
ment, Sir Robert Walpole is faid. 
to have neglected or forgotten to 
qualify himfelf, an evil not eadly 
remedied, and produ6tive, in ma- 
ny inftances, of ferious perplexity, 
which that minifler, after having 
been hunted down, by the furious 
but mercenary blood-hounds of 
Pulteney, pathetically lamented, 
with tears. 

I cannot but think, that the 
fubje£t of this article would have 
deferved much better of fcierice 
and of mankind, and would have 
been more juftly entitled to the 
praife of a benevolent friend of 
the arts, had he permitted the im' 
preifions of his botanic work to 
nave been more numerous, and 
given to the public at a moderate 
price, or a copy to have been dif- 
tributed, gratis, to every univerfity 
and public library in Europe ; the 
partial and refervcd manner in 
which it was printed and conferred 
lavoured firongly of a haughty, 
ariftocratic 
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arillocratic fpirit, illiberal, and 
unworthy an amateur and a gen- 
tleman. 

By a fpecies of internal, or ra- 
ther collateral evidence, this cir- 
cumftancc ferves to corroborate a 
report which I formerly heard^ 
but did not credit, from a relation 
of the Thane's, who had no tempt- 
ation, and was of a profeflion that 
generally infpires a juft hatred for 
lying. In the domeftic management 
and education of his children, he 
defcribed the paternal deportment 
of Lord Bute as lingular and auf- 
tere : from childhood to manhood 
they enjoyed a very minute portion 
of the time and attention of their 
iiather, who, abforbed in political 
reveries, deep Ihidy, or lelf-con- 
templation, dire6ted, that at a fixed 
and regular hour they ihould once, 
and only once a day, be introduced 
to him, and make their obedience. 

After the cool common-place 
queftions, mutually given and re- 
ceived, they retired. This anec- 
dote, if true, inflead of the foft 
endearing intercourfe of a parent, 
might be rather termed a dramatic 
reprefentation of domeftic deco- 
rum, perfc^iy confiftent with the 
Earl's gefture and manner of fpcak- 
ing, which thofe who remember 
it, may recoiled were theatric ; it 
was rather the formal condefcen- 
fion of an Oriental defpot, a father 
without afFe£lion, than the fond 
meeting of a parent with his offs- 
pring, liftening to their prattle, or 
viewing, with delight, the opening 
buds of mental and corporal im- 
provement. 

** Can you vouch for the au- 
thenticity of certain accufations 
you have produced againft the fa- 
vorite^ and th^ mother of a great 



perfonage ?" faid a barrifter (who 
has the reputation of hitting otf 
fatirical (ketches impromptu) to 
the famous author of certain vio- 
lent {)eriodic inve6tives. ** Nothing 
like it," replied the honourable 
gentleman, *» nothing like it ; I was 
totally ignorant of the bufinefe, but 
the hint, probably firft fuggefted 
by fome hungry paragraph-moa* 
ger, or induftrious pamphleteer, 
afforded fo fair an opportunity for 
raifing public clamour, and fan- 
ning the embers of difcontent, 
that I could not fufFer it to efcape 
me." The indignant lawyer, in- 
ftantly and fignificantly turned his 
back on the propagator of falfe- 
hood during the remainder of the 
evening, obferving towards him a 
contemptuous and expreifive iilence, 
" A private country gentleman, 
and a colonel of a regiment of 
militia," (obferved the barrifter to 
the writer of this article, and a 
few others, who fat near him on 
the occafion, which was a public 
dinner) " the rafcal behind me 
might have lived unnoticed; and 
have died without remembrance, 
had he not, at an early period of 
life, given notoriqus and flagrant 
proofs of aji utter Contempt for 
religion and the moral duties. 
With a fuitable circle of compa* 
nions, he inftituted a fociety, whofc 
exiftence was a fatire on mankind, 
and whofe impunity was a libel 
on their country ; they chofe Satan 
for their divinity, apd profaned, 
by mock rites and obfcene prac- 
tices, the liturgy and ceremonies 
of the church of England, bjr 
addreffing them to the monarch 
of hell. 

** After exhaufting every refource 
of a depraved fancy aod an • im- 
pure 



so6 



STEWART. 



pure i magi nation^ he turned his 
mind from blafphemy unenlivened 
by wit, from fenfuality without 
refinement, frt)m love without de- 
Ikacy, to political adventure ; and 
io a conference with the minifler 
of the day, on the price of his 
veity his demands were fo arbitra- 
ry, exorbitant, and unreafonable^ 
that the premier reje6ked them in 
a peremptory and fpirited manner, 
and was told by this political rene- 
gado, that in a few months he 
would write bim down. Difap- 
pointed m his profp>e6ts at court, 
he drew his venal pen^ and became 
a virulent libeller of king, church, 
and ftate, till, by the unwarranta- 
ble raihnefs of a minider, who 
tridatcd, in his perfon, the prin- 
ciples of the Englifh conftitution, 
in order to revenge the inful,ts of 
his mafter, whofe mother had been 
groflly traduced, our hero had the 
¥erfatility to render the private in- 
juries of an obfcure debauchee the 
e^ufe of the whole kingdom, by 
Wiiich means, he fet the nation in 
an uproar. 

" Thus, an individual of dia- 
bolical features, blafted character, 
and infamous life, the traducer of 
revealed religion, and ridiculer of 
its myfteries ; the defender and 
panegyrift of fraud, cruelty, and 
oblcenenefs ; the reviler of that 
fcx, to whom we all owe, not only 
our exiftence and nurture, but the 
moft delicious moments of our 
life ; whofe hand had been againft 
every man, and every man's hand 
agatnft him, became, by one of 
thofe extraordinary revolutions 
which govern the world, the moil 
favored and popular man alive, 
fcairing adoration, honour, and 
cmeiuoient^ hr beyond ail that 



miniderial favour could beftow. 
But time and common fenfe have 
long diflblved the charm ; he is 
rapidly finking into his original 
iniignificance, keeps aloof on ail 
po|>ular and decifive quef^ions, ex- 
Kibiting the fame tergiverfation in 
political, as he formerly evinced 
in religious princy)les, and is 
wholly occupied by a fordid paf- 
fion for (hillings and half crowns." 

This rough outline, whole fevc- 
rity I cannot but cenfurc, and 
whofe truth, in many inflances, I 
cannot on any accounf fubfcribc 
to, was heard with filent attention 
by the furrounding circle, while 
the only notice taken of it, by the 
only perfon who ought to have 
noticed it, and who mufl have 
diftinftly heard the whole, was- 
his fwallowing a half pint bumper 
of Burgundy, probably with a view 
to waSi down the ebullitions of 
anger and chagrin. 

Before I conclude, it may pro-' 
bably be expeded of me to notice, 
the oft repeated, and long conti- 
nued charge of fccret influence, 
adduced againfl the Earl of Bute 
for many years after he quitted the 
cabinet : this intercourfe is faid to 
have been carried on by the medium 
of a fortunate, and in many re- 
fpe6Vs a meritorious man, to whom 
I grant, without hefitation, the 

" PALMA NON SINE PDLVERE.'* 

This accufation, probably firft ori-* 
ginating from hatred or from fear, 
which implies from its name as 
well as nature, difficulty of detec- 
tion, would, with others of a fimi- 
lar tendency, have long fince been 
forgotten, but for a myflerious air 
of privacy, the effeA of fiear or 
policy, always obferved, in this 
oobleman's interviews with the 

king; 
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king; his forenefs and irritation 
on the fubje^V, and his carneftly 
and induftrioufly affecting a mark- 
ed inattention, a feemingly import- 
ant negligence of minifters and 
court meafures. The almoft ex- 
tingu idled fparks of doubt or of 
fufpicion, were alfo fomewhat 
lighted np a few years iince, by a 
ridiculous, unauthorised negocia- 
tion, created or imagined in the 
declining dotage, and officious 
garrulity of the late Dr. Adding- 
ton. 

The following chara^ler is drawn 
by an inveterate enemy, who en- 
joyed, or pretends to have enjoyed 
more than common opportunities 
of minutely infpe6ting the life and 
character of Lord Bute.' 

" Faife without fyftem to others 
and himfelf ; referved inward and 
darkfome, fequeftering himfelf in 
the fhades of retirement, as, a re- 
fuge of vanity from contempt. 
Clandefline without concealment, 
fad without forrow, domeftic with- 
out familiarity, haughty without 
elevation, ftubborn without firm- 
nefs, and ambitious without fpirit; 
a frigid friend, a mean enemy, 
without eafe, manners or dignity. 
Bookifh without learning, a dab- 
ler in the fine arts without talle, 
difplaying all the parade of a vaft 
library, yet as unconverCable on 
literature, as a deaf man on mufic, 
or a blind man on paintings. A 
tutor without knowledge, a minifter 
without ability, and a favorite 
without gratitude." 

To this portrait of a minifter, 
evidently drawn by a difappointed 
jparty man, who inay thank his 
own abfiird iingularities for all his 
failures; had I a talent for per- 
fonal comparifon, J would attempt 



to add a fketch of Hei^rt Bilsok 
Legg£, the firft in eveiy fenfe of 
the word, the firfl of Lord Bute's 
■political vi6Hms, who gave an ear- 
ly alarm of the overwhelming in« 
fluence of the favorite, and recom- 
mended inftant refignation to <itf 
his aflbciates. Had they attended 
to this advice when the lion firft ' 
difcovered his paSv, he might have 
been fuccefsfuily refilled ; but the 
Thane had the art, that art in the 
prefent reign fo often repeated, to 
foment their difTenfions, to attack 
each rtian fingly, and finally, to 
fubvert a formidable phalanx, who 
would have been invincible, couW 
they have been prevailed on to 
hold together by common intereft 
or common fenfe; perhaps it is 
well for the country that fuch 
powerful combinations contain 
within themfelves the feeds of ,dif- 
cord and decay, we might other- 
wife be governed by an hereditary 
defpotic ariftocracy. 

Mr. Legge was 'educated on an 
elaborate but private fyflem, in 
conformity with the wifties of a 
near relation, who dreaded the 
lax morality of a public fchool ; a 
found judgment, a retentive me- 
mory, and a peculiar turn for 
arithmetic calculation and finance, 
but not a brilliant imagination, 
were improved by claflical eru- 
dition, manly exercifes, and the 
belles lettres. After a fufficient 
perufal of books, he was introduced 
to bufine^ and men, and pafled 
the ufual official, parliamentary, 
and diplomatic routine, at the 
Treafury, tiie Admiralty, an4 
Berlin, with exemplary diligence 
and propriety. Educated nnder 
the tried abilities of the Walpolcs, 
and the dignified probity of the 
Pelhams, 
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Felhams he was appointed Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer; he de- 
ferred and fhared with Lord Chat- 
ham, the gratitude and applauie 
of his country,, but confiderably 
excelled his -afTociate i n temper and 
difintereHed political independence; 
without pretending to eloquence, 
he was heard with attention ; and 
thofe who came predetermined to 
vote againfl him, could not help 
feeling regret atoppoling fo honeft 
a minifler, and fo amiable a 
man. 

When I called his imagination 
not hrillianty I meant that it was 
not the prominent feature of his 
character, for in this particular, he 
was fccond to few ; thofe not in- 
timately acquainted with him, an^ 
who had confidered him only as a 
iiatefman, were furprized on a 
clofer view to find him the plea- 
fanted man in company. With- 
out the overacted formalities of a 
couitier, or tl^ frivolous French 
grimace ot the ancicn regime^ he was 
kind, fociable, and endearing ; ful- 
filling, in his day, what are rarely 
fulfilled, the duties of a country 
gentleman. 

By the influence of private worth 
and perfonal attachment, Mr. 
Logge was called on by the general 
voice of a confiderable county^ to 
reprefent them in parliament; a 
bulinefs in which, after having 
pledged himfclf beyond retreat, 
the Earl of Bute wifhed him to re- 
hnquiih in favor of his relation. 
Sir Simeon Stewart. The minif- 
terial application was anfwered 
with opennefs and mildnefs, but 
withfirmnefs: *' If a fingle hint 
had been given of his Lordfhip's 
wiihes beiore my honor was en- 
gaged, and the interval was fufii. 



ciently long, I would not have 
moved a ftep ; but after fuch flat- 
tering proofs of attachment as I 
have received, I would fpend my 
Jaflfliilling rather than a^ a dif- 
honorable part with my frieods in 
the country." Unufed to oppofi- 
tion, confident of his ftrength, and 
perhaps glad to rid himfclf of a 
man whofe uncorrupt principles 
were dreaded, the Premier gave 
the fignal of dimillion. It was on 
this occafion a man, who notwith- 
ftanding his unpromifmg countet- 
nance, poffefled a confiderable fhare 
of political acumen, and knowledge 
of the world, though he was after- 
wards branded by a certain lite- 
pry drawcanfir, famous for mak- 
ing all his perfonages, gods or 
devils, with the name of the cream* 
coloured par afite ; it was on this me- 
morable occafion, he exclaimed, 
alpoft in the words applied t9 
Swift in another part of* this col- 
lection : ". We have not honefty 
enough ourfelves, my Lord, to af- 
fociate with thefe fellows who 
have." 

STUART, Dr. author of a 
Hiftory of Scotland, and edi- 
tor of the Political Herald, a vi- 
rulent, but well written periodic 
publication. 

His Life of Mr. Fox, conceiv- 
ed and executed in a drain of ela- 
borate, unvaried panegyric, cannot 
be perufed by the warmeft admi- 
rers of that gentleman, without 4 
%h or a blufli. 

The Dodor, a fpiritcd writer, 
and a heart}' partizan, was occa- 
fionally mifled by a heated imagi- 
nation, ftrong refentmenls, and the 
mortification of difappointed hopes, 
into bitternefs and malignity, 
long kept alive by the indecent and 
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irritating provocations of trium- 
phant advcrfaries. Under thefc 
impreflions, his defcriptions as an 
hiflorian, and his impartiality as 
a critic, were occaiionally and un- 
warrantably M-arped by party pre- 
judice, exprefled in harih epithets 
of coai*fe contempt. Dr. Henry, 
Author of a Hiftory of England, 
whofe departmental arrangement 
of matter, and copious informa- 
tion, amply compenfate for dry- 
nefs, and a want of the attractions 
of ornament, was the conftant ob- 
jeft of Stuart's inveterate attacks, 
both in print and converfation ; 
whether this hoflile difpoiition was 
produced by Henry's fucccfs, or 
by perfonal injury, I have not yet 
been informed. 

In the defpondency of a (hip- 
wrecked party, and infulted by 
more fuccefsful rivals, he is faid to 
have foothed his forrows with Not- 
tingham ale, a pleafant, but glutin- 
ous and ftupifying liquor, injuri- 
ous to health of body and intellec- 
tual exertion. " If you cill £0 
frequently for beer," faid Bifhop 
War burton to a young parfon who 
was luftily bellowing tor the tan- 
kard, ** your fermons will be malt 
and hops." 

A (enfible writer, confefledly 
unfavourable in his prepofleilions 
againft the fubjeft of this article, 
after a long coUverfation, reluc- 
tantly allowed, that he poffefled 
rapid conception, and an animated 
ftiie : " But any man," he added, 
*' with common powers, by adopting 
the fyftem of Stuart, might have 
equalled him in literary reputa- 
tion." " What was his fyftem?'* 
faid abyeftander, ** that of Church- 
ill, Hill, and a long lift of literary 
adventurers ; refdutiim and effronierv^ 
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to nvrife or fa^ fl«y things A de- 
fcription of Dr. Stuart, in which 
the editor of this colle^ion cannot 
wholly agree. 

A clergyman of the Church of 
England, being invited to dine at 
a gentleman's houfe, was inform- 
ed, as he alighted from his horfe, 
that our Scotch Hiftorian was 
one of the company; he diredtly 
remounted, and trotted home, 
quittinga fumptuous entertainment, 
and attic fociety, for a country 
clergyman's Saturday's repaft, cold 
mutton, and the comfortable chorus 
of mops, brufties, and brooms. 
He apologized to his friend the 
next day for fo abrupt a departure, 
and putting Dr. Stuart's Hiftory 
into his hand, pointed out the fol- 
lowing paflTage, obferving, that he 
could not venture to aftbciate with 
a man who avowed fuch princi- 
ples. 

** The members of every church 
contend for their refpeftive tenets, 
and when they are not corrupted 
by riches into an indolent indif- 
ference, arc too apt, by diffufing 
malevolence and kindling the an- 
grieft and moft incurable paf- 
fions of the human heart, to check 
that univerfal benevolence, which 
ought to be the fpirit of every re- 
ligion. 

♦* The advantage produced by 
ftich zeal, by no means compen- 
fates for the calamities it produces, 
and it would be fortunate, if the 
expences, formalities and abufes of 
ecclefiaftical eftabliftiments, were 
for ever at ail end ; if the pontiff, 
the biihop, and the prefbyter, were 
difmifled ; if religion, like philo- 
fophy and fcience, were left un- 
lettered ; if nations were not har- 
nefted in matters of opinion, like 
E e borfes 



aio . SULLIVAN. 

horfes to a carriage ^ and if every 
nan's heart were the only temple 
in which he was to woribip his 
God." 

I ihall not prefumeto determine 
whether it was the duty of a mi- 
liifler of the gofpel to fccede, or 
boldiv meet the foe. Perhaps the 
timid, or the prudent re6kor, was 
of an opinion, which I have heard 
feriouflv fupported, that religion 
was a nibje£t which a clergyman 
ihould never introduce out of the 
pulpit, nor fpeak of any thing elfe 
«« It; he feems at leaft to have 
thought that the better part of 
valour was difcretion. Much it is 
true may be faid in favour of 
liberal difcuffion, and that many 
important truths have been firuck 
out by a collilion of the flint and 
ftecl of controverfy. Yet it has 
been doubted, if one convert was 
ever gained by fuch confli6b; 
and it is to be feared, that the acri- 
monious heat, and indecent vio- 
lence, into which religious difputes 
in particular, are fo apt to lead us, 
have often injured a good caufe, 
by affording opportunities to male- 
voience and iil-defign, for levelling 
the infidious arrows of ridicule, 
againft a caufe, which had nothing 
to fear from candour and impar- 
tiality. 

SULLIVAN, an unfortunate 
Irifhman, hurried by impetu- 
ofity and refentment, into a bold 
and unwarrantable enterprize. He 
did not, like his American name- 
fake, help to convert fuccefsfiil re- 
bellion into a glorious revolution, 
but fell an ignominious viftim to 
the paflions, thofe arbitrary tyrants, 
which fo few of us are able to re- 
fift. 

Having formed an attachment 



to an amiable young womani of 
poliihed and engaging manners, ht 
was admitted zt her lover; butf 
from fome trifling difagreement^ 
in which his conflitutiona) ardor 
fomewhat over-leaped the bounds 
of difcretion and decorum, bis 
vifits had, for a ihort time, been 
forbidden Stung with keen de* 
fire, and wearied by tedious expec- 
tation, he broke into her mother's 
boufe at the dead of night, feized 
her in his arms, and in fpite ct 
outcries, tears, and reiiflance, con* 
veyed her to a lonely fequeflered 
fpot in the county of Limerick. 

After fecuring the avenues of his 
retreat, which was an ancient caille^ 
and confidering himfelf as fafe 
^om the danger of immediate 
purfuit, he conducted the trem- 
bling fair one into a retired cham- 
ber, and addrefled her in the fol- 
lowing words: 

" You have tortured me fo long 
on the tenterhooks of fufpence, 
and in the agonies of delayed hope, 
that it is not pofiible to flatter my- 
felf with enjoying the leafl (hare 
of your affections :— bwt it is now 
too late to flruggle againft an infa- 
tuation which has wound itfelf 
round the fibres of my heart ; it 
(hall not," (continued Sullivan, 
his eyes flaihing at once with venge- 
ance and fierce defirc) " it ihall 
not remain for an infulting rival, 
to riot on thofe beauties, which, 
to contemplate, has been, for 
many a day, the only folace of my 
life." 

Deaf to her moft earned entrea-, 
ties, inattentive to remonftrances 
and tears, he grafped her in his 
artns, with the rude energy of fa- 
vage appetite, and was as nappy as 
the ilruggles of reluAaut beauty, 

and 
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and raptures, not mutual, could 
make him. 

So flagrant a violation of the 
laws, alarmed the country ; and a 
detachment of foldiers, headed by 
the jfherifF, in a few days refcued 
the lady, and conducted Sullivan 
to prifon. He was tried and con- 
victed; but, before fentence of 
death was pailed, the court per- 
mitted him to put the following 
quefiion : *' Madam ! matters have 
been carried againft me with a 
high hand, and they are now come 
to an extremity which it is only 
in your power to palliate $ if you 
will marry me, the court will per- 
haps coniider my cafe in another 
light, and fave my life ?" « If I 
loved you," (inftantly replied the 
violated and indignant female, 
creCt, with juft pride and refent- 
ment) " if Iloved you to diftrac- 
tion, I would not ilir a Aep to 
fave your life ; though the punlfli- 
ment you are about to undergo 
will not reftore tny blafled honor, 
it may hereafter protect innocence 
from violence and villainy." 

This impetuous and mifguided 
pupil of impuIfe,foon after fufilered 
an ignominious death. 

It is not to defend his conduA 
that the prefent article is inferted, 
a more important object, and I 
trufl, one of more moi*al tendency 
was in view. 

Let thofe whom nature gave 

Form to enchant, and beauty to 
enflave, 
«— let lovely, bewitching women, 
be cautious how they receive or 
encourage the addrefles of young 
men, kaft the natural effiiiions cw 
chearfulnefs and good temper, 
fhould be miftaken for partiality 
and approbation. It .becomes eveiy 



air 

woman to examine! her own heart, 
and the merits of the candidate for 
her regard, early, and with fcru- 
pulous accuracy. If he is fo un- 
fortunate as to prove neither inte- 
refling or agreeable, every good, 
and every fenlible female, will at 
once candidly fay fo, and (peak her 
mind with delicacy and firmnefs j 
nor for the fake of a dangler at 
Ranelagh, and a partner at a ball, 
luin a man's happinefs for ever. 

The betrayer of virgin inno- 
cence, falls defervedly by the fword 
of an unhappy father, or an in- 
cenfed brother; the ravifher is 
led to a difgraceful death, and no 
one will complain ; but is the in- 
femous coquette to go unpuniihed, 
who fmiles but to deceive, and 
wins only to betray ? — if there be 
a hotter place in hell, furely it muft 
be referved for fuch unfeeling 
monfters! fhould this reflection ar- 
refl one woman in her unprincipled 
career, or fave one lover from ex- 
periencing that blafted hope, which 
makes the heart fick, and leads to 
the bottomlefs abyfs of defpair and 
death-; Sullivan will not have fuf- 
fered, nor will Hackman have died 
in vain. 

QUPERSTITIOUS Obfer- 
O vances, after the Reforma- 
tion. 

In a country which, but eighty 
years before, had flreamed with 
the blood of Protefbnt Martyrs, 
who can read, without aflonifh- 
mbnt,'that the following ceremo- 
nies were made ufe of, and confi- 
dered as efTential by an Englifh 
prelate, before a building, ntaJe 
nuitb hands, could be made ufe of, 
iot the purpofe of a creature, like 
man, imploring forgivenefs of his 
Maker, andafking a thankful heart ? 

E e 2 The 
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The church in qucftion was that 
of St. Catherine Creed, which had 
been lateJy repaired. As the Biftiop 
(it is fcarcely neccflarv to (ay Laud) 
approached the weftern door, he 
joined, with his reverend afliftants» 
IQ the following fervent exclama- 
tion : ** Open, ye everlading doors, 
that the King of Glory may enter 
in." This was repeated, till the 
doon, opening inward, as by an 
invifibie hand, admitted them. 
They then proftrated themfclves ; 
and, in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoil, 

Sronounced it holy ground; the 
ifliop, ih the mean time, col- 
le^ing dull in his hand, fcattered 
it in the air. With fcveral emi- 
nent dolors, he next went round 
the church in proceilion, repeating 
the nineteenth, and alfo the hun- 
dredth pfalm. 

Curfes were then folemnly pro- 
nounced aj^ainft all thofcr who 
ihouid propbane the holy place ; 
Laud devoutly bowing to the eaft, 
at the end of every curfe, and 
concluding each with, *' Let all 
the people Jny, Aincn." Bicllings 
were alio copioufly poured forth 
on the builders and franicrs of the 
church, and the contributors to- 
wards its ornaments. 

After the fermon, our zealous 
Bifliop proceeded to confecrate, 
and adminider the facrament. He 
approached the communion table, 
alternately bending his body, and 
raiting his head and eyes towards 
Heaven. Having reached a table, 
on which the bread and wine flood, 
but covered, he made a paufe, ap- 
parently breathing forth pious eja- 
culations; then making feven bows, 
and reading many prayers, he ven- 
tured to raife up the corner of the 



napkin, wherein the bread Mrat 
enclofed ; as foon as the vegetable 
produ^ion caught his eye, the 
cloth dropped incontinently from 
his hand, his countenance and 
geflures exhibited ftrong marks of 
awe and veneration, and, Jhrmck mi 
it wen Sy My feoff he retired 
backwards many Aeps^ With the 
like forms, exa£tl^| fi:rupuloufly» 
and almofl theatrically pradifed« 
with regard to the wine, particu- 
larly the retreating backward, the 
facrament was at length adminif* 
tered, and the ceremony of confe* 
cration concluded. 

It was lefs than two years after 
this propbane mockery, that ano- 
ther circumdance occurred, which 
proved, that the Bifliop retained 
the inquifitorial difpofition, as well 
as the fuperifltious notions, of the 
church of Rome, 

The collegiate church of St. Ed- 
mund, in the City of Salifbury, 
had, with its revenues, remained 
in the hands of the crown, from 
the days of the rapacious and libi* 
dinous Henry, to the reign of 
James the Firil, when it was fold 
to a private pei*fon; and having 
fucreflively pafTcd through feveral 
hands, was at length purchafed by 
the parifliioners, who repaired it, 
and made it their parifh church. 
The windows had been preferved, 
and were painted after tlie old 
fafhion, containing, among other 
things, the hiflory of the creation, 
in which, God the Father was re- 
prefented in the form of an old 
man, with compafTcs in his hand. 
This pi^ure offended many of the 
parifhioners, who, in the warmth 
of protefhnt zeal, confidered it as 
a remnant of the whore of Babv* 
Ion, A veflry being called on the 
occafioD, 
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occafion, it was propofed by Mr. , 
Henry Shcrfield, Recorder of Sa- 
lifbury, and one of the congrega* 
tion of St. Edmund's, to remove 
the obnoxious window, which was 
agreed to ; and the next morning, 
fending for a glazier, he accompa- 
nied him to the church, and point- 
ing our, with his {tick, the glafs 
which was to be changed, in the 
heat of reform, or the careJefTncfs 
of indifference, he broke feveral 
of the panes. 

This action of Sherfield was re- 
ported to Laud, by one of thofe 
good-natured friends in a neighbour- 
hood, which few men are without ; 
an information was exhibited 
againft him in the Star-Chamber, 
he was committed to prifon, fined 
five hundred pounds, and removed 
from his pod. 

SURFACE, CHARLES, in the 
School for Scandal, the effects 
of fuch a character, held up for 
applaufe and admiration, injurious 

to the interefts of fociety. See 

Sherfdan ; obferving, that nothing 
in that article is meant to extend 
to a defence of the fentimenial 
hypocrify of Jofeph. 

SUTHERLAND, JAMES, 
Judge of the Admiralty Court 
at Minorca, from which he was 
difmifTed in an arbitrary manner 
by General Murray, the governor, 
who afterwards furrendered that 
ifland. For this injury, Mr. Su- 
therland received pecuniary fatis- 
fadion ; but it was not poney that 
could reflore tranquility to a mind 
endued with the higheft and moft 
delicate fenfe of honor. 

This unmerited difmiflion, ^f 
which his royal mafter never gave 
any public mark of difapprobation, 
inflioed a deep woundy which ne- 



ver was healed \ he cdnfidered 
himfelf as faciificed to heat of 
temper and mifreprefentation, and 
the fame law which procured him 
redrefs, having helped to diminilh 
his refour^es, the afflicting humi- 
liation of poverty was added to 
the anguifh of a wounded fpirit. 
After repeated appeals and peti- 
tions to the King and his minifters, 
which were either neglefted or not 
received, finding it no longer ia 
his power to druggie with the evils 
of his fituation ; unable to dig, 
and afhamed to beg, he deliberate- 
ly refolved to put an end to his 
cxiftence, in the prefence of tke 
Sovereign who had been fo ftrongly 
prejudiced againft him. This pur- 
pose he executed as the King, in' 
his carriage, was descending Con- 
ftitution Hill, in the Green Park, 
on his way to the levee, Augufl 
17, 1791 ; when the unhappy man 
advanced towards him, and falling 
on one knee, lodged the contents 
of a piftol in his heart. 

This is not the firft inftance, in 
which the fmiles or frowns of a 
King, remarkable for correct con- 
duct and mildnefs of manners, 
have been followed by defpair, 
felf-accufation, or fuicide. 

Early in the prefent reign, Mr. 
Yorke, a younger branch of the 
Hardwicke family, had been pre- 
vailed on, by the immediate per- 
fonal application of the King, to 
accept the feals, contrary to the 
moft exprefs and facred promifes 
he had made to men, with whom 
he was clofely united by blood, as 
well as principle. On this trying 
occafion, our young politician, 
(who appears to have been by no 
means deficient either in intellec- 
tual endowment or perfonal cha- 
radter) 
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rader) U faid to hive been ex* 
pofed» for hours, to the rood 
preffing intreaties, which he relift* 
ed with tirmoeiis but with deceocj 
and refped. 

After a lone, and apparently 
an ineffeAual Uru^le, the royal 
combatant found that viAory was 
unattainable on the fair, even 
ground, of equity and good faith : 
he therefore dexteroufly fliifted hit 
attack from the underftanding to 
the paffioni and feelings of his 
unhappy fubje^. After reproach- 
ing him, with a mixture of ten« 
demeft and anger, for hix cruelty 
and ingratitude towards a friend 
who loved him, and a King, to 
whom he and his family mu/l be 
indebted for every thing they hoped 
for or enjoyed, he fuddcnly funk 
on his knees, and burd into tears. 
Such arguments, and fuch rhe- 
toric, Mr. Yorke felt himfcif una- 
ble either to anfwer or oppofe : — 
in an agonizing condidt between 
his loyalty and his integrity, his 
honour and his intered ; in a fatal, 
a faithlefs moment, he gave way. 
Every expedient to foothe, to heal, 
to reconcile, to animate, and exalt, 
was induflrioully fe1e6ted ; he was 
to be the confidential friend of his 
mailer, not a minifterial tool, and 
an honourable title was to be at- 
tached to the feals. But, on his 
return from the King's clofet, he 
found the door of that brother 
whom he had deceived, for ever 
fliut againft him. Few of my 
readers will wiih me to recite the 
bloody conclufion of this negocia- 
tion ; it may be fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that he exhibited every 
fymptom of mental anguilh and 
bopelefs repentance^ but not of 
deranged iBtelle£ti and that the 



barony of M orden was» I bdteve, 
never regtilered in the hottfe of 
peers. 

The fecond iniianoe was Gtne- 
ral Carpenter, a military veteran, 
whoie long life, devoted to the 
public (ervices, or the domeftie 
offices of his Sovereign, was not 
fufficient to proted him from 
court calumn^, and the arrow 
which flieth in the dark. He 
withdrew from the ienrile herd, 
who watch the iignal to flatter or 
to hate; he withdrew from that 
countenance, which, till then, 
had beheld him with approbation, 
to the valley and fhadow of death. 
It is not my wiih, however 
obvious the inilances, however 
eafy the taOc, it is not my wifli 
to crowd the page with examples 
of injured private worth, and 
royal ingratitude ; but (hould this 
periiliable volume, in its rapid 
defcent to the land of oblivion, 
chance to be perufed by kings, or 
their dcfcendants, in their intervals 
of repofe from party cabal or loofe 
pleaiure ; it may ferve to remind 
them, that fubjeds are men of 
like paifions and like feelings with 
themfelves; that the wounds of 
injury or infult are doubly enve- 
nomed when inflidled by tbofe 
who are protected by eminence, 
power, and wealth, from an ap- 
peal to the fword. Perfons of 
that exalted defcription ibould re- 
collect, that, by tempting us from 
the paths of rectitude, with thdfe 
rewards placed at their difpofal, 
for ^r other purpoics, the main- 
ipring of moral conduct is cilen- 
tially injured; that one vicious 
character rewarded, or one good 
man difgraced, may influence the 
amdu&of thoniiu^Sf whomlear 
cannot 
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cannot awe, or precq>t8 will not 
reach. Great men ought not to be 
difappointed if, (as was the cafe 
with David Mallet) after they 
have been inculcating the bafe lef- 
fons of infidelity, and lax morality 
towards others, their own vile max- 
ims fhould afterwards be put in 
practice againft themfelves. 

The feveral inftances I have 
mentioned, were confidered in the 
light of lunacy, according to the 
legal judicial opinion, and fix com- 
pliance with the ufefiil, perhaps 
the aniiable prejudices of mankind 
in favour of unfortunate relatives ; 
yet I cannot perfuade myfelf to 
think that a refolution to commit 
the damnable and unpardonable 
crime of fuicide, alone, and not 
accompanied with other circum- 
flances, is any greater proof of an 
abfence of reafon, than the commif- 
,fion of any fin of proportionate hor- 
ror and magnitude. The parricide, 
plunging his knife into that bofom 
from which he firfldrew the flreams 
of life, and the mother, dooming 
her ill-fated offspring to untimely- 
death, fland in the fame predica- 
ment with the felf-deftroyer ; they 
all appear, from previous pertur- 
bation, and, in fome inftances, 
of lingering death, from fubfe- 
quent repentance, fiilly aware of 
the unnatural abominations they 
have been guilty of, and the cer- 
tainty of punifhment fooner or 
later overtaking them. Paffion, 
avarice, a fear of (hame, a dread 
of the world, of ridicule, of po- 
verty, difgrac'e, contempt, and 
depreiiion, equally goad them on 
to that precipice which they all 
dread at the moment they rufli 
down. 

Every deviation firom moral 



rectitude, may, perhaps, ftridly 
fpeaking, be a fpecies of tempo* 
rary madnefs; but if an inordi* 
Bate purfuit of bad means, towards 
the attainment of unlawful ends-^- 
if fearching for a deceitful refource 
againfl calamities and difheiies, 
which, at times, have harrowed 
up the heart firings of us ^11, are 
unening criterions of infanity ; I 
cannot but be of opinion, that 
the intellects of the felofi, or bigh« 
wayman, are equally dei*anged with 
thofe of the devoted fuicicS : and I 
fear that few of us have been able 
to fleer fo cautioufly, at a certain 
tumultuous period of our lives, but 
that our condu^ and conviiftionsr 
have at times been wretchedly at 
variance. 

The fub^eft of this article may 
be produced in fupport of my 
theory : educated with the nice 
fenfe of honour, and Aern inte» 
grity, and in habits of intimacy 
with men of high rank, militaiy 
worth, and political fagacity ; with 
a female family, initiated (per* 
haps culpably initiated, for a man 
whofe income was only for life, 
as it is not my intention to defend 
his condu^) in the modern forms 
of fafhion, and elegant accom- 
plifhment :— thus fituated, and thus 
iurrounded, he was in one moment 
difmifled; — in one moment eveVy 
fource of necefTary fupport, as 
well as refined indulgence was cut 
off; and whiifl his generous fpirtt 
was flrugding with penuty, corpo« 
ral malady was added to mental 
diflre^ which, at times, tini^rcd 
his, condud, language, and man* 
ners, with incoherence, and irro- 
gularity, miflaken, long before tlie 
total cataffa-opbyi for i^OBptoms cf 
madnpft. 

After 
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After furve^-ing the ground on 
which he (lood, environed, on 
every fide* by precipices* and co- 
vered with the thorns of misfor- 
tutiet while the triHing, the un- 
worthy, and the infamous, were 
revelhng on beds of rofet>: — for- 

Othat the paths of religion, 
ored, would ooeii trcafures 
of comfort to iiis afHi^ed foul, and 
that Providence, in its good time, 
would undoubtedly fend friendQiip, 
iblacey and relief, Sutherland pre- 
ferred the terrible uncertainties of 
death, to a life of poverty, pain, 
and importunity. 

I hope not to be fufpe^ted of 
pointing out the conduct he pur- 
sued, as worthy of imitation: — 
with all his flerlino merit, and 
pxxinefs of heart, he was culpa* 
ble, in the higheil degree: his 
tranfgreiHon is, perhaps, the only 
one againit which the gates of mer- 
cy will be everlaftingly barred : 
he is to be ranked, however reluc- 
tantly it may be allowed, among 
thofe offenders who have deprived 
children of a father, the world 
of a friend, and fociety of a ufeful 
member ; a perpetrator of * mur- 
der mod vile, foul, and unnatu- 
ral:* — but after confidering his 
treatment, fituation, and temper, 
I cannot think his conduct fur- 
prizing, or that he was mad u hen 
ke put an end to his life. If ftatef- 
men, miniders, and kings, (hall 
hereafter learn not to trifle with 
the feelings and misfortunes of dif- 
trefTed worth; a valuable man, 
and a meritorious ofHrer will have 
been facrificed to a ufeful purpofe. 

SWIFT, Dr. delineated and laid 
open filth and naflincfs, for 
the purpofe of inculcating fcrupu- 
lous cieanlinefs.— See Moufey, Dr. 



who appetn to have trod in the 
lame naufeating path, but on dtffie* 
rent principles. 

TEA, the leaf of a Chinefe 
ihrub, which, gathered at 
different (eafons, and prepared in 
various ways, often delcribed, but 
never clearly undi;rftood, is become 
an indifpenfible article of European 
life ; conflituting in its mod fimple 
and coarfe form, part of the home- 
ly but unfubftantial i'ubfiftence of 
the cottager, while the refined and 
more expenfive preparations of it, 
afford a fragrant beverage to the 
luxurious, the fedentary, the de- 
licate and fair. 

This bewitching exotic, has 
proved a powerful inftrument of 
finance, as well as a dooieftie fiu 
vorite in Downing-ftreet. It en< 
abled Mr.' Pitt, by a commuta* 
TioN, neither equitable or fiiir, 
to put feveral millions into the ex- 
hauded treafury of the Leadenhall 
ib vereiens ; whilfl the commodity 
in queftion, diminifhing in good- 
nefs, as it refumed its price, his 
far famed a6t has darkened our 
windows, and diflurbed the com- 
forts of our breakfaft. Yet after 
all that wit can invent, or inge- 
nuity alledge, it cannot be denied, 
that the Tea Bill, with other mea- 
furcs, in fome degree connected 
with, and following it up, has 
produced a vad addition to the 
public revenue, and inflicted incu- 
rable wounds on contraband traffic. 
But it was not introduced in this 
place, to difcufs its political im- 
portance, or its effeds on our 
health, though I underAand it to 
be a point generally agreed on by 
medical men, that a vegetable fo 
generally, and almofl univerially 
m ufe, whofe infufioa is fw^illowed 

by 
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by thoufands and tens of thou- 
fandsy nearly eight hundred times 
a year, cannot, drank in modera- 
tion, and taken with cream and 
fugar, be fo injurious as certain 
writers have defcribcd it. 

The- eloquence of an antient, 
of rather more confequence than the 
compiler of this collection, his 
eloquence on the fubjeA of wine, 
has been often remarked ; perhaps 
a partiality equally flrong,x may 
be excufed in a man, whofe morn- 
ing folace, and whofe evening 
pleafure, is the tea table; delici- 
ous ne6br ! which mitigated the 
forrows of Dr. Johnfon, whofe 
kettle was faid never to have been 
cool, and after the fetigues of 
many a days travel, an^ under 
the fiery ray of an Italian fun, 
afforded to Mr. Brydone, a cordial 
reflorative, beyond all that wine, 
or luxurious cookeiy could afford. 
Who has not experienced the falu- 
tary dilution of a cup of tea, 
after a dinner which has tempted 
him beyond the bounds of mode- 
ration ? it has been pronounced 
by one who enjoyed, and I fear fuf- 
fered from the efFe<fls of excefs, more 
than moft men ; it has been pro- 
nounced a fovereign remedv for 
what a French author denommates 
the horrors of digeftion. 

Where is the man, who has not ♦ 
frequently felt thankful for a fum- ' 
mons to tea ? a fummons, which ' 
in exchange for execrable wine, • 
and convertation more abominable * 
than its dregs, gave him female * 
fmiles, lively company, a fra- . 
grant beverage, and interefting # 
beautiful objects. Yet I have heard , 
the call to tea, lamented, damned . 
and abufed by men, or rather . 
brutes in the fhapc of men, who 
Vol. II. 



preferred their naufeating bumpers, 
their toafts, and . other edifying 
topics, equally revolting to the 
ftomach and common fenfe.— 
Whatever evils tea and cards may 
have introduced, we certainly are 
indebted to them, for that general 
fobriety and moderation, fo defi- 
rably oppofite to the filthy excefTes * 
of the laft century, which degrad* 
ed the Englifti charafter. Thefe 
fubftitutes, apparently {o trifling 
in themfelves, have effe6ted a re- 
volution in our manners, which 
divines and fatirifls fo long, and 
fo vainly attempted; they have 
happily abridged a period too often 
devoted to intemperance, they have 
created temptations fuffigiently po w- , 
erful to feduce the bon vivant from 
his bottle, and the vices attached 
to it. Whether they have render- 
ed us more triflings effeminate, and 
infipid, and whether in certain 
particulars, we are quite fuch fafe 
charaders, as companions, friends 
and inmates, I will not determine 
in this place. 

" I was finking into all the 
unmanlinefs of intoxication, ri. 
baldry, and nonfenfe," faid the 
late Lord Lyttleton, in a letter to 
a friend, who repented and finned 
more than moft men, " when the 
Goddefs of Prudence, in the two- 
fold fhape of a tea-pot and a pack 
of cards, refcued me from a night, 
which commencing in drunken- 
nefs, -might, and probably would 
have terminated in horrors, I fhud- 
der at, and abominations too 
Ihocking to relate." In the enjoy- 
ment of fuch benefits, let us not 
be too philofophically, or too reli- 
gioufly fcrupulous, in weighing the 
merits, or examining the motives of 
the fubordinate agents we employ. 
Ff Put 
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But I have been mifled by my 
pen or my imagination, from the 
circumfbinc^ which firfl led to the 
iubjed of my prefent article ; it was 
the immenle quantity of bullion 
annually fent out of the kingdom, 
for the purchafe of this faftinating 
vegetable. I fpeak not of one, 
of ten, or .of twenty thoufand 
pounds being yearly remitted, it 
would be no more than a drop 
out of the ocean, a erain of fand 
from the defarts of Arabia, and 
unpcrceived in the prefent (late of 
national finance. It is a more 
weighty, a more ftupendous mais 
of outgoing, of which I wiih to 
fpeak ; enormous cheils, cart and 
waggon-loads of folid hard money, 
monthly or yearly exported, and 
fent to the Chineie market, with- 
out a podibility of a fingle penny- 
weight of the precious metal, ever 
again returning to England; the 
produce of a few trinkets, and 
half a dozen h)indred weight of 
tin are fcarcely worth mentioning. 
I rejoice, that an expenditure, 
conducted in a manner, fo precu- 
liarly injurious in every political 
and commercial view (for the 
crafty mandarin would rejed and 
mock our bank notes) I rejoice, 
that an annual drain, which per- 
fevered in, would exhaufl Potofi 
and Golconda, has attracted the 
ferious notice of government, and 
as I am informed, was the origi- 
nal ftimulus to Lord Macartney's 
embady; the purpofes of which 
I am forry to find have for the 
mod part been defeated by error, 
by accident, or rather as I have 
reafon to fufpeft, by the infidious 
arts of fome commercial rival I 
ihould feel happy if my little effort 
at all contributes to rouze public 



attention to the objed in queilion; ^ 
all poifible methods fhou Id be tried 
to tempt the cunning Chineie, to < 
alter or improve in our favor an 
intercourfe, which continued in its 
prefent mode, muil be ruinous 
and fatal. 

is there no intrepid genius, who 
could be prevailed on by fieinac, 
and a vafl reward^ to plunge into 
the heart of their empire, wind 
into the core of their myfteries, 
and difcover their teodes of culti- 
vating and preparing tea ? WoulJ 
it not be poffible in fome of our 
fettlements, in a fimilar latitude, 
to find a fpot, in which the tea 
tree might be planted, and thrive ? 
The bufinefs of which I fpeak is 
io important, I had almoil iaid, 
fo effential to our exiftence, as a 
commercial kingdom, that art, 
fraud, or violence, if all other 
means fail, mud be ufed to attain 
our purpofe. Could not a fuffici- 
ent number of natives, acquainted 
with the procefs, be prevailed on 
to accompany our £aft India'com- 
manders on their return? thefe 
gentlemen fometimes bring aiticles 
lefs profitable to themfelves, and 
rather more injurious to others ; if 
enticing will not do, fuch is the 
neceflity of the cafe, that I would 
at all rifques, and in any manner, 
feize {ix or feven properly qualifi* 
ed, bind them hand and toot, and 
after tclHng them that lite, liberty, 
and ample rewards ihould imme- 
diately follow, a candid and real ' 
communication ; I would detain 
the prifoners till the truth of what 
they faid had been confirmed by 
repeated trials. 

If perchance the old imperial 

poet of Fekin (hould refent fuch 

condufty I would, tell him, with a 

Britifli 
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&riti(h fquadron at the mouth of 
the canton, to give eflfie6t to my 
words ; I would tell him, that the 
whole world is a coIle6kion of fo- 
cietie«, each in fome way connec- 
ted withy and to a ceitain degree 
controuled by the interefts of ano- 
ther; that in private, as well as 
public intercourfe, mutual accom- 
modation is the law of nature; 
that he muft find out or create 
wants and wiflies, amongd his 
fubje6ts, in our power to luppiy^ 
and equal to our demand, for the 
productions of his kingdom. In a 
word, after confeffing the impor- 
tance of the tea trade, as a consi- 
derable branch of revenue, and 
the fliipping, though a fecondary, 
undoubtedly a national object. 
highly beneficial, it will never do 
in any point of view, political or 
commercial, to be wafting by 
fevery wind, and every wave, fuch 
cargoes of the precious metals, 
and pouring them profiifely into 
the lap of a haughty, rufpicious, 
fentaftic old defpot;' whom it is 
difficult, if not impoi&brc to per« 
fuade to take even the fmallefl pro- 
portion of Englifh articles in ex- 
change. Pocketing our mon^ 
with afFe^d gravity, but inward 
contempt, he gracioufly permits 
us to load our (hips with his magic 
leaf. Infenfible of his fn^rs, we 
quaff the delicions infufion, and 
forget the ftate of beggary to 
which a continuance of tms trade^ 
in its prtfent fotm^ will inevitably 
reduce us, if perfevered in for 
another century- 

TEMPLE OF THE DRUIDS, 
an antieht flru^re, and an 
invaluable fpecimen of aboriginal 
architefture, difoovered at Jnrfey, 
^n thr«wipg up ground for thf 



new works ere£led in defence of 
that ifland. 

Struck with the magnitude of 
flqnes. which puzzle the calcula^ 
tor of mechanic power, to guefs 
how they were moved ; and deep- 
ly imprefTed with a conviction of 
how much they owed to the meri- 
torious exertions of their worthy 
Governor Geneial Conway; the 
inhabitants of Jerfey fent the fabric 
piece-meal, as a durable and pro- 
per prefent to the honorable 
military veteran, who, with con- 
fiderable tafle, and much propriety 
of pofition, placed it at his country 
refidence ; thus happily converting 
the altar of b^baric rites and 
bloody fuperftition, into a monut. 
ment of public gratitude and per- 
fonai affedion. 

Jt wQuId be injuftice to the tranf- 
lator of the French infcription, 
which accompanied this bulky, 
but highly appropriate prefent, not 
to infeit his verfes ; 

For ages bqried from all mortal 

ey«8. 
Again this fane points purely to 

the flcies ! 
For here vain homage to rude 

rites has led, 
And nature (hudde^'d while the 

victim bled. 
But bleeds no more, for now 

this pile (hall fhow, 
UnmixM emotion, and refining 

glow ) 
An Ifjand fav'd,— a fhore no 

longer griev'd, 
For Conway came, and Jerfey 

was reiiev'd \ 
Then go fond febric, vi:here 

our hearts attend. 
The guardian chfef, and the 

indulgent friend, 
. Ffa. Gq 
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Go then fond &bric, and re- 
cording prove, 

Firm as his truth, and lafHng as 
our love. 

THEMISTOCLES, a Grecian 
commander, who, being en- 
figed in a naval expedition with 
upibyades, a Lacedemonian, ven- 
tured to differ in opinion with that 
hot-headed chief, on the manner 
of condu6Ving tf^eir enterprize. 

During the difcuffion, which, 
on the part of Euribyades, was 
conduced with confiderable vio- 
lence, he forgot himfeif in the 
tranfport of paflion, and railed 
his arm, as if in the a6t of inflidt- 
ing on his aflbciate a blow. But 
Themiftocles, inftead of being de- 
terred from fupporting his opinion 
by this grols violation o{ decorum, 
fuppreflfed or fubdued his feelings, 
and, with a ftrength of mind not 
often exhibited on fuch occafions 
by military men, heroically facri- 
ficed private refentment to zeal for 

the Service of his country. 

** Strike," laid our public-fpirited 
Athenian, " ftrike, but hear what 
I have to fay." 

At the moment I write, a gal- 
lant Engliih Admiral, in confe- 
quence of a profeffional difpute, 
is faid, on good authority, to have 
received a challenge from an infe- 
rior officer. — " As foon as I have 
performed the duty in which I am 
engaged, I am ready to meet the 
gentleman, at any place, in any 
manner, and at any time, he 
pleafes ;" was the anfwer, in which 
the claims of his country, and the 
etiquette of a Britiih officer, have 
not been negleded; an anfwer, 
equally creditable to bis fpirit and 
his feme of duty. 



THUANUS, a celebrated 
French HiflDrian, better 
known to a certaid clais of readers 
by the patronymic name of De 
Thou, and generally refpeded for 
his fidelity and candor. I honor 
my compilation with the name of 
an author, whofe work is the. 
fountain head from which modern 
hiftorians have drawn their mof! 
valuable materials, for the purpole 
of producing the following paflage 
from his works, which excited ami 
defer ved the well-dtre6ted munifi- 
cence of Dr. Mead, the fpirited 
exertions of Buckley, and the la* 
borious accuracy or Carte. 

" To other evils," fays Thua- 
nus, ^^ we add intolerance, we 
harrafs mankind with violence, 
fire, fword, and confifcation, for 
matters of opinion, inftead of ap- 
plying the healing lenitives of in- 
ftru6tion, -which gently infinuate 
themfelves into the mind. We 
forget, that religious fortitude, like 
the ftoicifm of antiquity, defpifmg 
pain, torture, and death, is only 
confirmed by perfecution. 7f tve 
are certain, that men err on impor- 
tant points, and it fhould at laft 
be found necefTary to work on 
their fears, let the denunciations 
be inconteftibly founded on fcrip- 
ture, and extend only to the offen- 
ders incurring divine puniihment. 

" The primitive church was 
ever averfe to ihedding human 
blood. Augufline interceded with 
the Proconlul of Africa, that Pro- 
culianus, a leader of the Donatifts, 
might not fuffer death, thus over- 
Coming evil with good. We pre- 
fer, fays Gratian, inflru6Uon to 
command ; we love admonition 
better than threats. Compulfion 



is not a legal method of removing 
fchifm from a church. The pro- 
teflants, whofe power and num- 
bers daily leflen in times of peace, 
have always increafed amidft arms 
and contention. The concluiion 
of all the arbitrary punifhments, 
which have marred the benign 
precepts of the gofpel, and, at 
different times, difgraced France, 
Germany, England, and the Ne- 
therlands, has been an entire fepa- 
ration from the religion of their 
forefathers, of a confiderable por- 
tion of mankind, the richefl, the 
moft a6tive and ingenious, who 
have been either marked at home 
by hateful diftindlions, pr driven 
to foreign realms. 

" Thefe things are fpokcn of, 
not with a view of again canvafs- 
ing the long debated quedion, on 
the propriety of punifliingfedaries; 
but to fhew, that thofe have ever 
a6ted moft prudently, who, accord-j 
ing to the maxims of the primitive 
church, thought that religious dif* 
ferences ihould be concluded ra- 
ther by amicable inveftigation, 
than terminated by the force of 
arms. 

" Awayj then," concludes the 
excellent Thuanus, " away with 
thofe bloody, thofe unfeafonable 
exclamations, that peace can never 
be made with heretics; let fuch 
irrational declarations be treated 
with the contempt they deferve ; 
let the advocates for religious per- 
fecution dread an imitati(mcf their 
ptjun intolerance^ in thofe they op- 
prefs : let them recollect the de- 
ilrudive commotion3f the cities 
and provinces laid wafte, the out- 
rages, the animoiities in families, 
and the aggravated fufpicionty pro- 
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duced on both fides, from zeal, 
embittered by rancour." 

TICKLE, RICHARD, author 
of Anticipation, a perform- 
ance, in which the peculiarities of 
many members of parliament, of 
all parties, ace humoroufly and 
fuccefsfiilly ridiculed, but without 
any mixture of afperity, or rank 
ill-nature. This gentleman, who 
was a commiffioner of ftamps, has 
alfo been honoured with the fufpi- 
cion of having written that excel- 
lent piece of folemn irony, the 
Heroic Epiftle to Sir William 
Chambers, but no acknowledged 
production of Mr. Tickle's gives 
probability to fuch a fuppofition. 

My reafon for introducing his 
name in this work, is, to point 
him out as an example to young 
men of genius, who rely on their 
literary talents for procuring no- 
tice, patronage, and preferment^ 
from the great. With a rare union 
of ingenuity and prudence, he 
watched for and feized an oppor- 
tunity of difplayfng his powers^ 
and prefenting himfelf to the pub- 
lic, without violently offending 
any particular defcription of men. 
After the world had applauded the 
keennefe of his weapon and the 
ftrength of his arm, though he 
had fcarcely experienced the hazard 
of battle, or the danger of an ene- 
my, he retired contented and un- 
molefted, to domeftic tranquility 
and affluence, a lot, which the 
tempers of Pope, Akenftde, and 
Churchill, unfortunately would 
hot fuffer them to enjoy without 
moleftation. 

In the prefent day, I could men- 
tion names, high in the walks of 
polite literature, criticiftn, hiftoiy, 

aud 



^iid fciencr, but unbleffed with 
thi^ invaluable fpecies of political 
prtidence, who, in the virulence 
cf party rage, having overleaped 
the bounds of moderation, and 
wandered into the land of invec- 
tive, have found themfelves fur- 
founded by a thoufand admirers, 
hat not a (ingle friend to diilipate 
the gloom of a melancholy hour, 
•r aifift them in a moment of 
diibrefs; who, after the applaufe of 
the multitude has been forgotten, 
have palled the remainder of a life 
which promifed better things, in 
the ilies of fenfuality, in hopeleis 
inai^ivity, or the debaiing druggies 
of pecuniary embarraiTment and 
ih£:ontent. 

This geatieman*s death, iince 
fny former imprei&on, is faid to 
have been attended with circum- 
fiances un propitious to the theory 
in fupport of wKich I had produced 
htm; but his having yielded to 
the torrent of diffipotion which 
fiverwhelms the wiiell and bed of 
IB, does not overfet one of my 
aflbrtions. He had certainly at- 
tained eminence and preferment, 
by exhibiting his* literary powers ; 
his wanting prudence ami refolu- 
tion to refift the fools or the rogues 
^ho furrounded him, was wholly 
#ut of the quedion ; his conduct, 
as a literary man, may ftiil be held 
vp as a faiutary lefTon, however 
we may lament the errors or the 
misfortunes of his private life. 

TITUS, Colonel. A paflagc 
in one of his parliamentary 
/peeches has been lately quoted 
againft the editor of this coile6tion 
and others, who endeavour to in- 
culcate the pacific doctrines of 
eooinefs aud moderation. 
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I produce the quotation^ becanft 
it is forcibly argumentative, and 
this work profeiTes, on every oc- 
caiion, to hear both (ides of a 
queflion. The Colonel was a 
highly refpedable charafter, who, 
with confiderabie good fenfe aod 
patriotic conOftency, oppofed op* 
preflion and ufurpacion, whatever 
name they allbmed. 

" We are advifed to be mode- 
rate," faid the fubjcft of my pnr- 
fent article, ^* and 1 think we ought 
to be fo ; but I do not take mode* 
ration to be a virtue in ail cafes. 
If I were fighting to fave my life, 
ihouid I do it moderately ? If I 
were riding on horfeback, and rob- 
bers purfued me, would it be ad- 
vifeable to trot moderately, left I 
might fpoil my horfc ? Were anv 
of us in a finking (hip, would it 
not appear (Irange, to recommend 
moderate pumping to the failors, 
lefl, foifooth, a fever (hould be 
brought on by the violent exer« 
cifo ?" 

I have perufed, with regnet, the 
following words of a man, I once 
thought liberal and candid; they 
betray their origin, without iicfcr- 
ence to a title page ; they are hifs* 
ing hot from the forge and anvil 
(I mean no allufion to Mr. Joha 
Stockdale) from the fonorous an- 
vil of toryifm, and intolerant par- 
ty virulence. 

" In times like the prefcnt,* 
fa3r9 the writer, whole degradation 
I lament, " there is no neutrality ; 
they who do not a£k with decifion 
and energy againiV French princi- 
ples, are their partizans ; they who 
do not dread them, love them. 
The fyftem cannot be viewed with 
iadiSerencei it mufi b^ regarded 

with 
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with enthuflaftic idrhuntlon, or 
with the higheft 4egrte <rf detefta- 
tidn^ refentment, and herror." 

3uch lb the anathema pronounced 
by a Dopular politician of the da j, 
againft reafen and moderattoa; 
fuch . is the creed of men who ex- 
claim againft hot-headed democratSi 
while they inculcate fome of their 
worit kfibns; leflfont, if we had 
not fome cool heads anaongft.u^ 
fufficient to involve the country in 
hatred, anim^fity, and per&cution^ 
for centuries to come. And no« 
thing can be further from truth 
than fuch a ilatement: with all 
my partialities, I iee, and have re* 
peatedly acknowledged, the revo- 
lutionary «vils pf France ; indeed, 
it is with the profefled view of 
avoiding fimilar evils in PtJifar cmuf 
triesy that the friends of reform 
have fo long, fo urgently, but, I 
fear, fo vainly urged* a prudent^ 
rational redrefs of public grievance; 
.^^ leaft what ought to be a work of 
love, and mutual amicable co-ope- 
ration, be converted, by delay, 
into the fpiteful and ruinous talk 
of irritation and malignity." 

It is alfo an obje^, which feri- 
oudy demands the attention of our 
governors, to decide, if it be wor- 
thy enlightened men, or common 
juitice to a generous people, by 
whom they are fo fpiendidly paid 
foradminifteringthe executive and 
legiflative fun^ions, to delay a 
neceiTary work from ill-timed ti- 
midity, calculated only to provoke 
op{K>fition, and procraflination, 
which ferves only to exaiperate 
good citizens, and afford irritating 
topics to difcontenttd makcontents. 
I am aware of the artfully foment- 
ed common-place terrors of the 



dangersof innovation, of not kn^fw- 
ing where it will ftop« of taking 
example from France, and a long 
firing of apothegms, equally pro- 
found and acute, diligently thrown 
in the way of political meliora- 
tion. 

Yet let 'me aik any reafonable 
man, in whofe neighbourhood a 
fire was fpreading ruiii and devas- 
tation, if he would not, on fuch 
an occadon, be anxious to remove 
from his own premifes every in- 
flammable material? would pull-, 
ing down feveral rotten wooden 
hovels, which harboured only- 
thieves and vermin, and commu- 
nicated with the flames, be rafli? 
would a prudent man hefitate. in 
difmiffing a train of idle expenfive 
fervants, whofe careleffnefs of fire 
and candle, was the talk and terror 
of the whole ftreet? 

Another fpeech of Colonel Ti- 
tus has l)een quoted againfl; thoi^ 
who, in the prelTure and exhauft- 
ing diftreiTes of war, are perpetual- 
ly bringing forward the ruinous 
ilate of the nation, and proclaim- 
ing manibus pedibufque our iti- 
ability to continue it ; a mode of 
proceeding, which allowing it every 
merit of truth and good defign, is 
the moft likely method of encou- 
raging our enemies to perfevere. 

*' We are in a dangerous con- 
dition," faid this public fpirited 
member of parliament, whofe con- 
du6t holds foith a ufeful example 
to all parties ; and during a reign, 
to whofe corrupt fupinencfs, France 
is fo much indebted, *' we are in 
a. dangerous (ituatioti, a powerful 
enemy abroad, and diflatisfied fub^ 
jeds at home ; I cannot help com- 
paring the (late to the houfe of a 
gentleman^ 
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gentl«flman, very much out of re- 
pair, and he calls his friends to 
coniult what ihould be done. 

"One finds fault with the wain, 
jcot, another complains that the 
windows arc broken, a tliird is for 
new fluffing the cufhions of the 
chapel, a fourth infifh that thieves 
have flolen the plate and valuable 
fiimiture. The furveyor prefently 
enters in hafte, tcHs the proprietor 
bis timbers are rotten, and that 
without immediate fupporters, the 
boufe will directly tumble down. 
In the mean time, bis /<n*vants are 
drinking and carmifing in the butler^ s 
pantry^ and the few fober-minded 
perfons he has about him, are dif-^ 
futing about mn-^JfentiaU.^'* 
nnONTI, LAURENTIO, an 
A Italian proje6tor, and the firft 
inventor of a fcheme for annuities 
with benefit of furvivorfhip, which 
fiili retain his name. Meeting, 
like other adventurers, with little 
encouragement in his native city, 
he quitted Naples, and, on the 
ilrength of a recommendation to 
Cardinal Mazarine, went to Parrs. 
He foon 'became a favourite with 
that unpopular minifler, who 
liflened to his plans with approba* 
tion, and, aware of the attach- 
ment of mankind to whatever re- 
fembled a game of chance ; thought 
it a likely method of foothing po- 
pular difcontent, by holding forth 
to the diHipated, the needy, and 
the avaricious, a propofal, for be- 
coming rich without manual la- 
bour, and wealthy without the toil 
of invention. 

But the French Parliament of 
1653, with (Irong prejudices 
againfl every thing of Italian ori- 
gin, refufed to regifler the edift. 
The fortunes of Tonti were Ihip-* 



wrecked with thofe of his patron ; 
and it was the fate of his inven- 
tion, to be afterwards adopted by 
Lewis XIV. who, in the urgency 
of his diflreffes, produced by the 
league of Auglbourgr, created, 
wiwt he called, a Tontine Royal. 
This propofal, the people, pro- 
bably affe6ied by the fituation ctf 
their fovereign, or from caprice, 
liberally encouraged; and each 
perfon, on paying three hundred' 
livres, was entiti^ to an intereft 
of ten per cent, per annum, the 
intereft due to any fubfcriber who 
died, being divided between the 
furvivors. The annuitants were 
regularly paid; and in the year 
1726, the widow of a French 
Surgeon, whofe father had fub- 
fcribed for her in her maiden 
name, of Charlotte Bonamie, was 
the laft furviving fubfcriber. For 
two fhares, which, with the in* 
cidental expences, had coft little 
more than thirty pounds, this lady 
was, for feveral years, in the a6hial 
receipt of a fum, equal in Englifh 
flerling currency, to three thouTand 
a year. 

Since that period, different na- 
tions have adopted Tonti's expe- 
dient, with various fuccefs; and 
this luxuriant exotic, was lately 
fiourifhing, with rapid vegetation, 
in England, 'till the commercial 
and monied interefls, received an 
ele6lric, a deadly fhock from the 
prefent war, in which, compelled 
I hope by unavoidable neceffity, 
it is our fate, or our misfortune, 
to be pouring forth Englifh blood 
and treafure, to forward and affift 
the unafpiring views, and political 
integrity of Vienna, Peterfburgh, 
and Berlin. 

" Of all the phantoms," fays a 

late 
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late ingenious writer on reverfion- 
ary payments, " of all the phan- 
toms, to entice and deceive the 
multitude, none are more mif- 
chievous than the Tontines fo 
generally prevalent ; they have ex- 
cited a fpirit of gambling and idle 
fpeculation, in a clafs of peoplci 
whofe fcanty income of three or 
fpur pounds a year, is already in- 
adequate to the fupply of their 
wants. This folly has involved 
many of them in diftrefs, and 
others finding themfelves unable 
to proceed in their weekly pay- 
ments, have loft the money they 
had already advanced. To mode- 
rate expe<5tation, and leflen difap- 
pointment, it may not be impro- 
per to ftate the circumftances which 
will probably take place, at the 
final divifion of their ftock. 

" The increafe of money, when 
improved by compound intereft, 
and the continual mortality of the 
human race, are the principles 
upon which all Tontines are evi- 
dently founded, and from which 
they derive all their encourage- 
ment. But, in the fhort term of 
feven years, the accumulation of 
money, and the diminution of the 
human fpecies, are fo confiderable, 
as to produce little or no effed ; 
and the contributor of fixpence 
per week, will hear with furprize, 
and probably with difappointment, 
that, at the end of feven years, his 
contribution, at four per (pent, 
compound intereft, will amount 
only to ten pounds five lliillings 
and three-pence; that after the ex- 
pences of management arc deduct- 
ed, the greateft probable number 
of deaths, will augment it to little 
more than eleven guineas, not for- 
getting, that dunng the whole 
Vol. II. 



period, a man's family is expofed 
to the hazard of lofing the whole 
of his payments, by death ; to per- 
fons of the defcription I have men- 
tioned, a heavy, and fometimes a 
ruinous Jofs.*' 

Another confideration may alfa 
be added, to generous and feeling 
minds, a powerful one ; the profits 
of thofe whofe circumftances en- 
able them to perfevere in their 
payments, will increafe exactly in 
proportion to the number of fe- 
ceders. Thus a good part of what 
they are to receive, will be formed 
of many a miferable pittance, 
fwindled (for I cannot give a 
fofter name, to tempting a poor 
man to commence payments, which 
it i3 impoffible for him to con- 
tinue) and purloined, from the 
pockets of the widow and father- 
lefs, or from the loweft, the moft 
diftrefted, and unfortunate portion 
of mankind. 

TOWNSHEND, Lord JOHN- 
The fhort, but mafterly ad- 
drefs of his Committee, on clofing 
the accounts of the Weftminfter 
Election. 

I preferve this flight, but honor- 
able memorial of the termination 
of a memorable conteft, as a cre- 
ditable proof of the Whig Princi- 
ples which dictated it, and in 
honor of the hand which drew it 
up. It adds (which is not always 
the cafe in political ftruggles) the 
energy of truth, and the impreffion 
of rectitude, to the magic charm of 
literary excellence. 

" We are happy," faid the 
Committee, ** to addrefs and con- 
gratulate the Inhabitants of the 
City of Weftminfter. Theur tri- 
umph is now compleat, their poli- 
tical fuccefs is fandioned by moral 

G g juftice, 
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jufticey their accounts are clofing, 
their bills are paid. 

" This is the fhort compcndi- 
pus anfwer we give, to much of 
untimelv pleafantryi to more of ob- 
durate taifehood. 

** That the caufe* was well 
thought of« appeared from ita 
partizans being truited ; that they 
qeferved this truil, is apparent al- 
ibf far every claimant is paid. 

** The property, as well as prin- 
^iples of a party, can alone be 
cognizable upon proof; for what 
could fignify the refources of a 
Treafury, mould it happen to be 
under the guidance of tbriftl^s in- 
difference^ and cold blooded perjufyf 
With folly to plunge into need- 
lefs coft, but without honefty to 
pay it ? 

" For the fatisfaftion of the 
Electors, the Committee further 
add, every cheering hope that can 
arife from unanimity and party 
perfeverancc, and from their de- 
termination, in this, as in every 
other inftance to facrifice private 
gratification, to the accomplillimtnt 
of public good." 

TRIAL OF BAXTER. A 
proceeding mentioned in this 
place, for the jpurpofe of introduc- 
ing afpeechor jcfferies, who pol- 
luted the ftream of juftice, and 
proftituted the laws of his country, 
by converting judicial forms, into 
inflruments of political malice and 
party revenge. 

Mr. Baxter was protefted by the 
aft of indemnity, from fuffering 
for his conduft in a former reign, 
but, fince that period, had pub- 
liflied a Paraphrafe on the New 
Teftament, in which he attacked 
the difcipline and doctrines of the 
Church of Romci with confidcr- 



able acrimony, but invincible ar* 
gument. Tlie dexterous lawyers, 
the ****** and the *♦**♦• of the 
day, twifted and tortured his ex* 
preffions, and endeavoured to 
prove, that he applied theni to the 
Government, and Church of Eng- 
land. They confidered it as a favor- 
able opportunity, for punifliing 
one, who had been a bitter enemy 
to tyraiits, a courageous and zeal- 
ous defender of civil and religious 
liberty ; for Baxter had been a 
voluminous controverfial writer, 
was a man hip;hly endowed^ and 
poflefTed fufficient integrity and 
confiftency at the Refloration, to 
refiife the bifliopric of Hereford. 
In this inftance, the " Nolo Epif- 
copari," that remnant x^f primi- 
tive Chriftianity, that keen fatire 
on a modern afpiring ecclefiaftic, 
was fincere. 

If in the felfilh hope of prefer- 
ment, or the weak fubferviency 
of yielding to the infatuation, or 
irritating the prejudices of the 
times, any modern judge fliould 
for a moment, forget that he is 
merely and only the organ of the 
law: let him recollect, that the 
mifcreant JefFeries, cloatlied in 
ermine, feated on the bench of 
juftice, and a favourite at court, 
with all the energy of the conftitu- 
tion at his command, and fub- 
miffive juries ti*embling at his nod ; 
that the fame man, only three fliort 
years after the tyrannical tranfac- 
tion \ refate, had rendered himfelf 
an objc6t of fuch univerfal deteda- 
tion, that he was driven ignomini- 
oufly from the Court in which he 
pretided, a miferable fugitive : and 
taftly, that the wretched outcaft died 
ip a prifon. 

It was during his confinement 

itt 
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m the tower, that the fon of a 
man he had unjiillly condemned, 
on accidentally feeing the cieftroyer 
of tiis father, reproached him for 
his want of feeling, and the general 
infolence of* his conduct. "On 
many occafions," replied the de- 
graded bully, fomewhat broken 
down with misfortune, ** on many 
occafions, I confefs, I was culpa- 
bly arrogant and fevere, but I 
never went to court, without be- 
ing told by the king, that I was 
too lenient.*' If this account is cor- 
re6^, what muft that pious Monarches 
compofition have been, whofe 
thirft for blood was not fatisfied, 
by the legal murders of Jefferies, 
who applauded the butcheries of 
Kirk. 

Mr. Baxter having applied for 
further time, in order to prepare 
for his trial, this tiger on the 
bench paffionately exclaimed : ** I 
will not give him a moment's time 
to fave his life; we have had to 
do with other forts 'of perfons, 
but now, we have a faint to deal 
with ; and I kiw)w how to deal 
with faints as well as finners, 
Yonder (lands Oates in the pillory, 
and fays, he fulfers for the truth, 
and fo fays Baxter ; but if Baxter 
ftood on the other fide of the pil- 
lory with him, I would fay, there 
(land two of the greateft rogues 
and rafcals in the kingdom." 

In the courfe of his trial, Bax- 
ter proved, his treatment of the 
Eftablifhed Religion of his coun- 
try, to have been in general, fo 
tender, the mention he made of- 
the bifliops, fo. p^irticiil^rly hon- 
ourable, and the principks be 
pj-ofefTed, (cohtrary to thofe.of 
fom^ of his friends) fo peculiarly 
tolerant, tjiat h? frequently re- 
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ceived the facrament, and attend- 
ed divine fervice in the Church 
of England ; a conduA, at which 
many confcientious diflcnters were 
very much offended. TTiefe and 
other points were forcibly and 
fuccefshilly preflbd by his counfel, 
fome of the moft refpeftablc bar- 
rifters of the times, who had been 
retained by his friend. Sir Henry 
Afhhurft, a name, ftrange to a 
modern ear, on the fide of free- 
dom, and a public fpirited man, 
who knew the worth, who valued 
and loved the character of the 
perfecuted veteran. It reflects 
honour on thcfe gentlemen, 
Mefli-s. Wallop, Rotheram, Wil- 
Hams, AtwQod, and Phipps, and 
may foothe the juftifiable pride 
ofjfbme of their descendants, when 
I obferve, that Jefferies feverely re- 
primanded them, for their laudable 
and fcientific exertions. 
. The judge finding the general 
opinion, not exactly coinciding 
with his own, could refirain his 
paffion no longer, but ftarting 
from bis feat, with angry 
looks, and a quivering lip, addref-* 
fed the Prifoner as follows: — 
** Richard, thou art an old fel- 
low, and an old knave, thoq haft 
written books enough to load a 
cart, every one as full of fcdition, 
as an egg is of meat. Hadft thou 
l>een whipped out of thy writing 
trade, forty years ago, it had been 
happy for the country. Thou 
putteft on a modeft face now, but 
the time was, when no one was fo 
ready at> * Bind your kings \t\ 
chains, and your nobles in fetters 
of iron.' 

" Thou prctendeft to be a 
Preacher of the Gofpel of Peace, 
and thou haft one foot in the 

Gg ^ grave; 
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grave ; it is time for thee to bc^in 
to think, what account thou in- 
tended to give of thyfelf hereafter. 
If thou art left to thyfelf, thou 
wilt go on, as thou haft begun; 
but, by the Grace of God, I will 
look after thee, I know thou haft 
a mighty party, and I fee a great 
many of the brotherhood in cor- 
ners, waiting to fee what will be- 
come of their mighty Don, but 
by the Grace of Almighty God, 
1 will crufti you all." 

Thus with the name of his 
Creator in his mouth, but with 
envenomed malice in his heart, 
was he addrefling this vulgar rliap^ 
fody of rancour and infult, to a 
venerable man, of pure morals, 
great erudition, and religious mo- 
deration ; as fuperior in intellectual 
endowments, and qualities of the 
heart, to the favage who reviled 
him, as the benevolent Redeemer 
of the world, to the outcaft Satan. 

In fpeaking of the French Revo,, 
lution, it has been often affeited, 
that early, vigorous and fevere 
tt'eafures, would have faved the un- 
'Sappy Louis, and his friends, from 
all the mifchief which enfued. I 
will not undertake to contradi6t, 
what at beft, can be only fuppofi- 
tion. Yet if, from (imilar circum- 
llances, we may be permitted to 
draw analogous conclufions, we 
find that the doftrine of cruftiing 
refiftance in the bud, did not, in 
the reign of James the Second, 
though rigidly enforced, produce 
this efFeft. The national refent- 
ments were, on the contrary, exaf- 
perated and rouzed by the violent 
meafures of the court. 

The blood of the martyrs, on a 
former occafion, was faid to ma- 
nure and quicken into vegetation, 



the feeds of Chriftianity ; and the 
executions of JefferieSy the unre- 
lenting Jefferies, operating with 
other caufes, fo far frokn hinder- 
ing, coniiderably accelerated the 
progrefs of the people to a Revo- 
lution. How then are we to avoid 
fuch evils ? 

" Is there no way ? 

There is but one.'* 

Redrefs grievance, and mode- 
rate public expence. In every 
tranfa6tion of Government, let it 
clearly appear, that the happineis 
of the people, and not the fordid 
jnterefbs of a cabal, intent only on 
places and peniions, is ftill the 
^eat purpole, as it was^ unquef- 
tionably, the original foundation of 
all governments. 

I have fpoken of feveral honeft 
and independent barrifters in this 
article, and cannot conclude it 
without rendering a tribute of 
well.deferved praife to a certain 
eloquent advocate, whom I con- 
gratulate on his difmiilion. This 
tranfa£tion, refleding credit on his 
integrity as a lawyer, and his pub- 
lic fpirit as a Member of Parlia- 
ment, will help to refcue his pro*, 
fcflion, from a general charge, cor- 
roborated, I fear, too much by paft 
experience ; the charge of facrific- 
ing confiftency, honour, decorum, 
friendftiip, and affedtion, on the 
felfifti altar of preferment. 

The claims of our excellent 
pleader on public efteem, are pe- 
culiarly ftrong, when we recoiled 
his early initiation iqto myfteries 
fo dangerous to human refolution. 
He had pafled the portico of the 
voluptuous Palace of temptation ; 
he had vifited the bewitching, the 
unmanning temple of Calyplo; 

" Tu Syrenum pocula nofti,** 
might 
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might have been addreffed to him 
with peculiar propriety. 

He had been blefled with fmilcs 
at — — and been honoured with 
a nod, and I believe, an arm at 



That which comes pure through 
fuch trying fires, muft be real gold. 

VASSENT, CATHERINE, 
the daughter of a French 
peafant, who, at the age of feven- 
teen, and, in, the humble capacity 
of a menial, exhibited a proof of 
fpontaneous, benevolent intrepidity, 
which well entitles her to a place in 
this coileiEtion. 

A common fewer of confiderable 
depth, having been opened at Noy- 
on, for the purpofe of repair, four 
men palling by, latci in the evening, 
unfortunately fell in, no precau- 
tions having been taken to prevent 
fo probable an accident. It was 
almpft midnight, before their fitu- 
ation was known, and, befides the 
difficulty of procliring afliftance at 
that unfeafonable hour, every one 
prefent was intimidated, from ex- 
pofing himfelf to fimilar danger, 
by attempting to refcue thefe un- 
fortunate wretches, who appeared 
already in a Hate of fulfocation, 
from the mephitic vapour. 

Fearlefs or ignorant of danger, 
and irrefiftibly impelled J>y the 
cries of their wives and children 
who furrounded the fpot, Cathe- 
rine Vaflent, a fervant of the town, 
infifted on being lowered without 
delay into the noxious opening; 
and, faftening a cord, with which 
fhe had furnifhed herfelf previous 
to her defcent, roqnd two of their 
bodies, affifted by thofe above, (he 
reftored,them \o life and their fa- 
milies; but, in defcending a fe- 
cond time, her breath began to ^i], 



and, after effet^ually fccuring a 
cord to the body of a third man, 
(he had fufficient urefence of mind 
though in a iairifing condition, to 
fix the rope firmly to her own hair, 
which hung in long and luxuriant 
curls round a full but well-formed 
neck. 

Her neighbours, who felt no in- 
clination to imitate her heroifm, 
had willingly contributed fuch af- 
fiftance as they could afford com- 
patible with fafety, and, in pulling 
up what they thought the third 
man's body, were equally furprized 
and concerned to fee the almoft 
lifelefs body of Catherine, fufpcnd- 
cd by her hair, and fwiriging on 
the fame cord. Frefh air, with 
eau de vie, foon reftored this ex- 
cellent girl ; and I know not whe- 
ther moft to admire her generous 
fortitude in a third time exploring 
the peftilential cavern, which had 
almofl proved fatal to her, or to 
execrate the daftardly meannefs and 
felfifli cowardice of the byeftanders, 
for not fharing the glorious danger. 
In confequence of the delay pro- 
duced by her indifpofition, the 
fourth man was drawn up a life- 
lefs and irrecoverable corpfe. 

Such conduct did not pafs un- 
noticed ; a jjroceffion of the cor- 
poration, and a folemn Te Deum 
were celebrated on the occafion; 
Catherine received the public 
thanks of the Duke of Orleans, 
the Bifhop of Noyon, the town 
magiftrates, and an emblematic 
medal, with confiderable pecunia- 
ry retribution, and a civic crown ; 
to thefe were added, the congratu- 
lations of her own heart, that in- 
eflimable reward of a benevolent 
mind. 

Ought I to be blamed in declar- 
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Mig> that! ftiould have coticluded 
this ihort narrative with more 
pleafure^ if the workmen or fur- 
▼eyors, through whofe negle£fc 
this accident happened, had them- 
felves been thrown into the fewer. 
A baker is occafionally put into a 
hot oven, when the pernicious 
adnlteration of bread irritates the 
Emperor of the MuiTulmen ; the 
fik^nfion of a few agents and con- 
. Ira^ors, it is fuppofed, would have 
a ialutary influence in our army 
and navy ; and half a dozen way- 
wardens, furveyors, and poft boy», 
caretefs and intoxicated, annually 
breaking their necks, would pro- 
bably prevent many fatal accidents 
and untimely deaths to ufeful mem-r 
bers of fociety. 

VICTOR AMADEUS, King 
of Sardinia, and Duke €? 
Savoy, a warrior^ and a flatefman, 
who, after diientangling the laws 
of his country from perplexity, 
and improving her revenues, by 
f^^c as well as private ccconomy, 
reiblved, in the decline of life, to 
quft his throne. 

Having fecured to himfclf a 
houfehold and an income, which 
he thought more than equal to all 
his wants; in a moment of def- 
pondence, caprice, or vexation, 
which thofe who have worn a 
crown are bed able to defcribe, 
he figned an a6t of abdication,, 
and his fon, with the ufuai cere- 
monies, was declared his immedi- 
ate {occefTor. 

But Amadeus exhibited a melan- 
choly proof of the difficulty in 
defcending from the giddy height 
of a mountain's top, to the vale 
of private life ; with all his attain- 
ments, he had neglected Jo qualiiy 
bimfeif for that which half tiie 



world fo ardently pant after, but 
which a kind difhibution of Pro- 
vidence has fortunately put out of 
their reach, a (late of abfolute lei- 
fure. Thofe hours which had been 
agreeably and ufefully occupied by 
inoportant enterprize, interefting 
difcuflion, or fplendid enjoyment, 
dragged heavily on in the flilineis 
of a fequeflered retreat. 

Let the profeffional and corner 
mercial man, exhaufted by the con- 
flidh Q^ competition, and inflamed 
to painful exertion, by the ardor 
of gating money, who wifhes to 
relax from his fatigues in a country 
box : let him paute before he figns 
and feals, and confider the cafe of 
the royai fuflferer I now record. 
It may teach him a ufeful leflbn, 
** that the worft importunities, the 
QX>{1 embarraffing perplexitiet of 
bufiiiefs, are ibftne» and luxury, 
compared with the ince(&nt crav^ 
ings of vacancy, and the uniatis* 
faSory expedients of idleneis;'* 
or he will find, when it is too late, 
that occupation is the only pre-t 
venter of eroding chagrin ; that 
employment is the grand fpecific 
for abforbing or fuporefling the 
anxieties of an a6kive mind, which, 
for want of its cuflomary avoca* 
tions, is too often bufied in tor- 
menting itfclf. 

The fubjc£t of my prefent arti- 
cle, irritated by the rapid and un- 
feeling transfer of kindnefs and 
attention in thofe, who, when he 
wat* King, had profeiFed themfelvcs 
the bumblefl and moft faithful of 
his fubje^s ; and inflamed by the 
fplicitations of an ambitious roif- 
trefs, who fighed for the attendance 
of a court, the pomp and glitter 
of a drawing room, deroandied, in 
a moment fatal to peace, he un« 
happily 
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happily demanded his crown and 
fceptre. 

From the peculiar iituation of 
European politics, and, probably, 
from that love of power and pre- 
eminence, which reigns triumphant 
in the mod republican breaft of 
us all, more efpecialiy, in the 
fpring tide of life, his requeft 
could not be granted The harfli- 
nefs of refufal was foftened by the 
formal, or the pretended 3elay, of 
referring fo momentous an appli- 
cation, and the reply to be given, 
to the council. They deliberated, 
but were not likely to forward a 
proceeding, which, if put in exe- 
cution, would probably have occa- 
fioned their own diiiiiiffion. Per- 
haps, too, well acquainted with 
the inclinations of their new fove- 
reign, which, though never dire6lly 
exprefled, are always underflood; 
they came to a refolution, that, 
from the reftleflhefs of the unhap- 
py Amadeus, and the intriguing 
fpirit of his fkir favourite, coercive 
meafures were unavoidable; they 
communicated their opinions to 
the young King, and he nvar under 
the fteceffity of imprifoning bis father 
for life! 

Fatal neceffity ! Miferable pa- 
rent ! and, in fpite of his elevation, 
unhappy fon 1 

But, before we raihly decide on 
the condud of one or the other, 
let us not be too fure, after having 
thrown from us, in a moment of 
vifionary philofophy, or impatient 
inquietude, a golden bauble, 
which, after we ceafe to grafp it, 
we find was necefTary to our hap- 
pinei& ; let us not be too fure, that 
we ihould not make fome attempt 
to recover it. As fathers, w.e proba- 
bly ihould determine, that a fon, 



at the imperious call of filial duty, 
ihould have refufed to a parent no 
boon in his power to bellow. 

Thofe who may be difpofed to 
charge the fon with a want of 
filial affeftion, (hould recoiled 
the fondnefs for fuch toys^ natural 
at the Prince's age; they ihould 
alfo confider, that the vain, inex- 
pedient wiih of Amadeus, to reco- 
ver that which he had coolly and 
unrequeiled given up, with ail le- 
gal formality, was in itfelf, accord- 
ing to the laws of civilized fociety, 
trcafon and injuftice ; that in cafe 
the young Prince bad prevailed on 
himfelf to make the facrifice, and 
furrendered his right ; it would, in 
all probability, have been fatal to 
himfelf, and highly prejudicial to 
the peace and intereil of the people 
he governed. It mras, in ihoit, 
one of thofe fituations, in which 
no good man, or feeling fon, would 
ever wiih to be placed ; and the 
internal ilruggles and tumultuous 
emotions excited in the young' 
man's breail, muil have equalled 
or furpafTed, in poignancy, the 
pangs of wounded fenfibility and 
mortified ambition, felt by his 
wretched father. 

Perhaps, after all, the haughty 
favourite of the old man's heart, 
whofe name efcapes my memory, 
was alone to blame. There is 2i • 
period of our lives, when, if we 
liilen not to the voice of reafon 
and religion, when corrupted by 
habitual indulgence, and exhauft^ 
ed by infirmity, we are too apt to 
yield ourfelves and our imagina- 
tions to the violent impulfes, but 
the impotent imbecility, of our 
paifions ; an odious and defpica-* 
ble prey to the artifices of female 
dalliance. Defperate is the condi. 

tlon 
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tion of that rhan, miferable are 
his friends and relations, who, in 
his declining dotage, facrifices con- 
fiftency, honour, and juftice, on 
the fmoky, fmothcring altar, of 
unhallowed, ineffectual defire. 

It would be no bad addition to 
our ftatutes, were they not already 
immeafurably long, to fix a period 
when tottering old age fhould ceafc 
to have the power of marrying or 
difpofing of its property, to the 
injury of a lawful defcendant. 

Certain right honourable legacy 
hunters would probably be difap- 
pointed in the illicit obje^hof their 
artful attentions ; but mifery, dif- 
trefs, fhame, and mortifying ridi- 
cule, would be prevented in many 
a family, deprived of a fupport to 
which it was entitled by taw and 
nature ; and ruined by hoary de- 
crepitude liflening to the plaufible, 
but felfiih fuggeflions, of fome 
fplendid jefuitic declaimer, or faf- 
cinated by the meretricious glances 
of a mercenary beauty, angling 
for an old man's heart; an old 
man indecoroufly affeding, in De- 
cember, the inconfiftent and ex- 
haufting frolics of May. 
^TIGNOLES, STEPHEN, 
V commonly called Lahire, the 
valiant aflTociate of the brave D'u- 
nois, who raifed the liege of Mont- 
args with a comparatively fmall 
number of men, in the fifteenth 
century, when France, fo often 
doomed to popular or regal defpot- 
ifm, was alternately ravaged and 
re-conquered, by the Englifh in- 
vaders, the amorous Charles the 
Seventh, and the martial Maid of 
Orleans. A ihort article is aihgned 
to this gay and gallant Frenchman, 
for the purpofe of noticing a lin- 
gular prayer, which, on the faith 



of an old but pleaiant French bif^ 
torian, he is faid to have made ufe 
of, previous to his attacking the 
Englifh. 

As Lahire approached the ene- 
my, feeing accidentally a regimental 
chaplain, he demanded of him ab- 
folution, without delay. ** You 
mufl firft confefs your iins^*' faid 
the prieft. ^^ I cannot (pare time 
at prefent," replied the captain, 
** for we are at tins moment pre- 
paring to attack the befiegers^ and 
as to fins, I hope I have not de- 
meaned myfelf worfe than my 
neighbours.'* His requefl being 
granted, he drew his fword, and, 
raifing his eyes to heaven, exclaim- 
ed, " Deal with me, I befeech 
thee, O Lord, this day, as I would 
with thee, if I were God, and 
thou wert Lahire.'* He then niih- 
ed into the thickefl of the battle, 
and, with only fix hundred men, 
flaughtered or put to flight many 
thoufand foes, unguarded and fe- 
cure in the infolence of viftory. 

We are not fufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the period, to determine of 
the lively, the chara6teriflic, but 
irreverend idea of Vignoles was 
precifely his own, but the thought, 
natural in a man ambitious of 
ihowing his gaiety and unconcern 
in the hour of danger, cannot be 
comprehended in (he fhort lifl of 
thofe things, which have been faid 
but once ; after travelling through 
many a page in various forms, 
afcribed to different perfons, but 
its origin acknowledged by none ; 
it has been feized by an Englifh 
humourifl, who by way of epi- 
gram, has put it in the mouth of 
Martin Elton Brod, a Dut hman, 
yet a wit. 

VILLACERFE. 
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VILLACERFE, >Madam, a 
French lady, of noble family, 
dignified chararfer, and unblemiih- 
ed life, whofe remarkable and tra- 
gic death was diftingiiiflied by an 
evennefs of temper and greatnefs 
of mind, not ufiial in her fex, and 
equal to the moft renowned heroes 
of antiquity. The fhort hiftory of 
this excellent woman, is, I believe, 
generally known, and will proba- 
bly be recognized by many of my 
readers, but fhe is fo ftriking ^n 
example of philofophic fuffering, 
Chriftian fortitude, generous for- 
bearance, and angelic love, with- 
out the leaft poffible alloy of felf- 
iflmefs or fenfuality, that the af- 
fe6ling circumftance cannot, in ray 
opinion, be dwelt on too long, or 
repeated too often. 

An early, a mutual affection, 
had taken place between this lady 
and Monfieur Fefteau, a furgeon 
of eminence, in Paris, but, from 
the infurmountable obftacles which 
in thofe days (A. D. 1700.) fo, 
llri<Elly guarded fuperior rank from 
intermingling with plebeian blood, 
all further intercourfe was prevent- 
ed, than animated civilities, when 
opportunities offered, and foft but 
fecret wiflies. The lover would 
have perilhed, rather than by a 
ralh proceeding, degrade the ob- 
je6t of his tendereft affections in 
the eyes of her family and the 
world ; and his miflrefs, taught by 
love, the omnipotent leveller of 
all diilin6tions, though ihe felt too 
powerfully the merit of her ad- 
mirer, who, in the fcale of un- 
prejudiced reafon, far outweighed 
a thoufand fafhionable pretenders 
to frivolous accomplifhipent and 
fuperficial attainment ; refolvcd 
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To quit the objeft of no com- 
mon choice. 

In mild fubmiffion to flern du- 

. ty's voice. 

The much-lov'd man with all 
his claims refign. 

And facrifice delight at duty's 
Ihrine. 

After fome yeai*s pafTed in what 
may be called a defeat, rather thaa 
a llrugjgle of the paflions ; after a 
glorious victory of duty and ho- 
nor, which furely affords a durable 
and exalted pleafure, far beyond 
the gratification of wild wifhes 
and mifguided appetites ; Madam 
Villacerre, from an indifpofition 
which confined her to a chamber, 
but not to her bed, was, by the 
prefcription of her phyfician, or- 
dered to be bled. Fefteau, as fur- 
geon to the family, was fent for, 
and his countenance, as he entered 
the room, ftrongly exhibited the 
ftate of his mind. After gently 
touching her pulfe, and a few pro- 
feiiional queftions, in a low, hefi- 
tating voice, he prepared for the 
operation, by tucking up that part 
of a loofe drefs which covered her 
arm: an interefting bufinefs to a 
man of fine feelings, who had long 
laboured with the nioft ardent at- 
tachment to his lovely patient, 
whofe illnefs diffufedan irrefiftible 
foftnefs over her features, and 
lighted up the embers of au affec- 
tion, fupprefTed, but never extin- 
gu idled. 

Preffing the vein, in order to 
render it more prominent, he was 
obferved to be feized with a fud- 
den tremor, and to change his 
colour ; this circumftance was 
^mentioned to the lady, not with- 
out a fear, thar it might prevent 
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his bleeding her with his ufual 
dexterity. Oii her obferving, with 
a faiile, fhat (he confided entirely 
in Monfieur Fefteau, 'and was fure 
he had ito inclination to do her an 
injury, he appeared to recover 
hiipfelf, arid Imiling, or forcing a 
fmile, proceeded to his work, which 
was no fooner performed, than he 
cried out, " I am the mod unfor- 
tunate man ^live, I have opened 
an artery inftead of a vein." 

It is not eafy to deforibe his 
di{lra6tion,. or her compofure ; in 
kfs than three days, the Hate of 
her arm, in confequence of the 
accident, rendered amputation ne- 
cefTary, when fo for from ufing 
her unhappy furgcon with the pee- 
vifh refentment of a bafe and little 
mind, ftie tenderly requefted of 
him not to be abfent from any 
confultation on the treatment of 
hei* cafe; ordered her will to be 
made, and, after her arm was 
taken off, fymptoms appearing, 
which convinced Fefteau and his 
aflbciates, that lefs than four and 
twenty hours would terminate the 
exiftencle of one who was an orna- 
ment to her fex. The voice, the 
look«j the ftifled anguifh of her 
loveti as well as her own feelings, 
convinced her of the approaches 
of death; an opinion, which her 
earned and folemn entreaties, en- 
treaties, on a death bed, not to be 
difregarded, obliged her friends to 
confirm. A few hours before the 
^wful moment of diflblution, that 
period which none can efcape, and 
the fear of which bold bad men 
only etfed to defoife, (lie addrefled 
the difconfolate furgeon in the fol- 
lowing words. 
'* You give mc inexprcffiblc 



concern for the forrow in which t 
fee you overwhelmed, notwith- 
ftanding your kind efforts to con- 
ceal- it. I am removing — to all 
intents and purpofes, I an[i removed 
from the interefts of human life, 
it is therefore highly incumbent on 
me to begin to think and a6t like 
one wholly unconcerned in it. I 
feel not the leaft refentment or 
difpleafure on the prefent occafion. 
I do not coiifider you as one by 
whofe error I have loft my lifo ; I 
regard you, rather, as a benefec- 
tor, who have haftened my en- 
ti*ance into a blefled immortality. 
But the world may look on the 
accident, which, on your account 
alone, I can call unfortunate, and 
mention it to your difadvantage; 
I have therefore pi*ovided, in my 
will, againil every thing you may 
have to dread from the ill-will, the 
prejudices, or the felfifh mifrepre- 
fentations of mankind." 

This pattern for Chriftians, this 
example for heroes, foon after ex- 
pired. A judicial fentence, devot- 
ing his fortune to confifcation, 
and his body to exquifite tortures, 
could not have produced keener 
fenfations of mifery arid horror, 
than Fefteau felt during her ad- 
drefs, which was an emanation of 
celeftial benignity, an anticipating 
revelation, a divine ray fiom the 
fpirit of that God who infpired 
and loved her, and in whofe pre- 
fence flie was fliortly to triumph 
and adore. 

But when he contemplated her 
exalted goodnefs and unparalleled 
magnanimity in fufFering pain and 
mortal agonies, inflicted by an un- 
happy man, who, of all others, 
loved and doated on her moft; 
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when he faw her dying look, and 
heard that groan which is repeated 
no more ; fick of the world, difpi- 
rited with human life and its vain 
purfuits, angry beyond forgivenefe 
with himfelf, he funk into the fet- 
tled gloom and long melancholy of 
defpair. 

' This is one of the many inftances 
in which a little forethought, and 
a fmall fliare of prudence, would 
have prevented much ferious evil 
and irretrievable calamity. I have 
fa id, in a former article^ that love, 
though not curable by herbs, may 
be prevented by caution, and as it 
was impoffible that Madam Villa- 
cerfe's relations could be entirely 
ftrangers to the partiality of Mon- 
fieur Fefteau, they fhould induftri- 
oufly have prevented all intercourfe 
between the young people. The 
agitated frame and deranged ap- 
pearance of her lover, obferved 
previous to the cataftrophe, )3y a 
gentleman nearly related to the 
lady, from whom I tell the ftory, 
pointed him out as the moft im- 
proper man alive for medical or 
furgical affiftance, which requires 
coolnefs, dexterity, a fteady itiand, 
and a coUei^ed mind. 

In the fudden and difaftrous ac- 
cidents to which human life is, on 
every fide, and during every mo- ^ 
ment, expofed, it will frequently 
be found, that thofc connected tcT 
us by the neareft and deareft ties 
W blood, friendfhip, or afFeflion, 
are often, by thofe very circum- 
ftances, difqualified from affording 
us prompt and effectual relief, or 
even folace and comfort, in the 
common circumftances of life. 
The fond mother, whofe infant is 
a conftant fource of toil and occu- 
pation, which no one elfe would 



willingly fubmit to, and delight, 
which all niuft envy, on feeing ic 
fuddenly fpring from her arms into 
a deep and rapid ftream, would 
probably fink to the ground in a 
fainting fit or an hyftcric convul- 
fion, and be rendered, by the ar- 
dor of aflPeftion and the violence 
of her feelings, wholly unable to 
fnatch her child from death. A 
bye-ftander, perhaps a reprobate 
and a fco\mdrel, uninfluenced by 
philanthropy, lovcj or a fenfe of 
duty, and amply repaid by half a 
crown, with all his fenfes about 
him, would directly jump in, and, 
a ftranger to the unmanageable 
ecftacies of a mother, reftore the 
darling to her arms. 

VILLENA, Marquis of, a 
Spanifh grandee, who, pof- 
fefling a confiderable portion of 
the lofty fpirit of his countrymen^ 
did not forget to accompany it 
with confiftency of conduct and 
firmnefs of mind, not always found 
in exalted rank. He ^as a fubje^ 
of the treacherous Charles the 
Fifth, Emperor of Germany, who 
in his conrefis with Francis the 
Firft, King of France, had received 
confiderable aflifi^ance from Bour- 
bon, a Gallic rcb^l, and a near 
relation of the unfortunate mo- 
narch, who was defeated and taken 
prifoner at the battle of Pavia- 

In the advcrfity of his formida- 
ble rival, a generous mind would 
have mitigated the calamities of 
war, by mildnefs and affabilHy ; 
but Charles, in the rancour of a 
vindi6tive heart, meanly flrove to 
mortify his royal prifoner, by fuf- 
picion and augniented refiraint; 
while he treated the faithlefs Bour- 
bon with marked attention and 
refped. The Spaniards, though 
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elated with viftory, beheld this 
infulting behaviour with concern. 
**It becomes us," faid the infidious 
Charles to the fubjc£fc of this arti- 
cle, at a moment when he thought 
him off his guard, " it furely be- 
comes us to treat the illuftrious 
Conftable of France, from whom 
we have received great and effedual 
aid, with all poffible honour and 
hofpitality : it would pleaie me 
very much, if he were mvited to 
refide in the Villena Palace, during 
his ftay in Madrid." « Sire," re- 
plied the Marquis, whofe jufti6a- 
ble pride overpowered all dread of 
the fubtle defpotifm of the Empe- 
rer, " I can refufe nothing to my 
Sovereign^ but your Majefty muft 
not be furprized, if, immediately 
on Bourbon's departure, I level 
my palace to the ground. Once 
contaminated with the prefence of 
a traitor, it never can be a fit ha- 
bitation for a man o&principle and 
honour." 

VIRGULA DIVINITORIA, 
or Divining Rod, a forked 
branch of hazel, and occafionally 
of other wood, in the form of a 
Y. by the affiftance of which, 
dexteroully or myfterioufly placed 
in the hand, certain adepts have 
difcovered, or pretended to dif- 
cover, mines and fprings of water 
under ground. 

This (ingnlai- phcenomenon, in- 
veftigated by the extenfive know- 
ledge, and attefted by the difinter- 
eftcd probity of Monlieur Thou- 
venel, has alternately excited the 
wonder, or piovoked the doubts 
of mankind, who, from the ear- 
iieft times, have confidered it as 
the prerogative of human reafon, 
to deny what cannot be explained. 
Yet philofophy, like faaaticifhii 



is not without its prejudices, and 
often reje£^s, as impolfibie, thofe 
alfertions, which experience after- 
wards proves to be well founded 
fafts. 

The incomprehenfible attra6^ion 
of the magnet, if it did not chal- 
lenge ocular demonfh^tion, would 
be confidered as equally miracu- 
lous, and by many, be floutly de- 
nied. Two centuries ago, who 
would have believed in the exif- 
tence of the Eledtnc Fluid ? which, 
rcalizing'the fictitious tales of en- 
chantment and romance, enables 
the modern artifl to point out, and 
ahnoil to call down thunder from 
the fkies, and to conduct, without 
injury, the forked lightening, along 
the prefcribed magic patb of a 
(lender wire. Had a mind, fuffi- 
ciently vigorous, prefented itfelf, 
at that period, to explore thefe 
sethereal wonders, could they have 
been publiflied with fafety ? Would 
the age have liftened to the pre- 
fumptuous Reafoner, without con- 
figning him to difgrace, imprifon- 
ment, or death ? 

This inftinCtive faculty or fpe- 
cific, I had almoft faid elective 
fympathy, this genius (if I may 
be allowed the term) for fubter- 
raneous difcovery, is referred by 
thofe who afTert its exiftence, to 
the theory of effluvia or emana- 
tion, which, a<5ling powerfully on 
the nervous fyflem of perfons en- 
dued with high fenfibility, produ- 
ces, in the pi*a6tifer of the divining 
art, as he approaches a fpot under 
which fprings arife, internal fenfe- 
tions, nearly approaching to mor- 
bid affection, and an external 
motion, which is communicated 
to the hazel rod. 

Thefe iingular emotions, none 

of 
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of which were obferved to take 
place, Vhen the fubjeft of them 
was over Jiagnant waters, were 
followed by head-ache, fatigue of 
body, debility of mind, and other 
fympytoms of nervous irritation. 
That warm dry ftate of the atmof- 
phere, fo favourable to ele6tric 
experiments, was alfo obferved, 
to render the pupil of fuch eccen- 
ti ic impulfes, more aftive, lively, 
and unerring in his aquatic prog- 
noftics ; while a full meal, as our 
epicurean turtle eaters will eafily 
believe, evidently diminiihed his 
capacity ; and an inflammatory 
fever, which confined him for a 
fortnight to his bed, deranged or. 
deftroyed tlie miraculous power for 
the fpace of three months. 

Fads, examined, and apparently 
fubflantiated by the joint evidence 
of Monfieur Thouvenel, and the 
cautious profeflbr Sigaud de la 
Fond, two refpedtable foreigners, 
believed by Pryce, the well in- 
formed, but dry hiftorian of the 
Cornifh mines, and corroborated, 
as he informs us, by 'Cook worthy, 
a reputable, but fanguine Devon- 
fliire chymift, and by Ribeira, a 
captain, a deferter from the Spa- 
niards in Queen Anne's reign, and 
commandant of the garrifon at 
Plymouth, who actual iy difcover- 
cd, in this extraordinary manner, 
a mine at Oakhampton, — ^to fuch 
fafts, and to fuch teftimony, what 
fliall a rational fccptic, or an im- 
partial critic reply r 
Quo fpe6tanda modo, quo fenfu 

credis et ore ? 

" From my natural conftitution 
of mind and body," fays Mr. Pryce, 
*' 1 was not capable of co-operating 
with the influence of the Divining 
Rod ;" but be has not undertaken 



to defcribe the particular conftitu- 
tional defers of himfelf or others, 
unbkfled with this myftic quality, 
which, from his words, fhould 
, feem to depend on a peculiar ner- 
vous fenfibility, an harmonious 
diflribution of animal fpirits, on 
flrong faith or a warm imagination. 
The cautious fpaniard, mentioned 
by Mr. Cookworthy, made no 
difficulty in fufFering perfons to fee 
him ufe the Rod, but he never 
could be prevailed on to difcover 
the modus agendi, without which, 
the mere fight of an adept, {talk- 
ing along the ground in meafurcd 
fleps, with a flick in his hand, 
could be neither ufeful or fatisfac- 
tory. The fecret has been pro- 
nounced by many to be one of 
thofe oflentatious nothings, which, 
under various name and import, 
have for ages defied or infulted 
the reafon and curiofity of man- 
kind, and Qnufl: long fince have' 
been divulged by vanity, indifcre- 
tion, or avarice, had there been, 
in reality, any thing to difcover. 

" The pra6tifer of the Divining 
Art," accordi^ig to the formal and 
precife directions of Cookworthy, 
who feems to depart from the 
theory of Thouvenel, and attri- 
butes the phcenomenon to attrac- 
tion, and a previous preparation of 
the Rod, by inclofing metal in its 
fubftance. " The praftifer of this 
art," according to the Devonfhire 
Chymifl, " mult flowly advance, 
holding the Rod in his hand, with 
his arm half extended, and one 
foot placed forwards, obferving to 
depofit a guinea under one, and an 
halfpenny under the other foot, 
and the Rod will be drawn down ; 
fhift the pieces of mtney, and 
then the Rod will be drawn towards 

the 
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the face, or backwards towards 
the gold, which is thus proved to 
poifefs the ftronger attradion." 

It fureiy is a difadvantage, ob- 
ferves a flirewd critic, that the 
Rod dips with equal vigour to a 
poor as to a rich mine, that it will 
incline as ftrongly to a (ilver pen- 
ny, as the mines of Potofi ; and 
that a proje^or, implicitly de- 
pending on the information of tlie 
Divhiing Rod, might be hurried 
into endlefs and ruinous expencc, 
- and ranfack the bowels of the 
earth, in confequence of a ftray 
farthing, or a few yards of copper 
wire, placed by a roguifh boy, 
beneath the path of an unfufpe<^- 
ing divine. 

After due allowance for the 
paufe of fufp>ence, and the vibra- 
tions of doubt, a rational unpre- 
judiced enquirer, may venture to 
fugged, that the aid of the Rod 
has been genierally called in on 
occafions, where, from previous 
enquiry, or collateral circumftance, 
fprings or mines were fuppofed 
really to exift. In fuch cafes, the 
dexterity of experience and obfer- 
vation, the cafual advantages of 
local fituation, and a thoufand 
hints to be gathered from ruftic 
information, affifted by minera- 
logical fkill, have contributed to 
its credit, when in truth the whole 
of its miraculous powers, origina- 
ted from the pxertions of commen 
fenfe. 

To thefe another caufe may be' 
added, that remarkable difpofition 
in the majority of mankind, to 
indulge the chimaeras of enthu- 
Jiafm, the dreams of imagination, 
and the tale of wonder, rather 
than liften to the fober dilates of 
fevere reafon, becaufe it fonaetimes 



conveys unwelcome tidings to thcf 
human heart, whofe pride revolts 
with horror, from the mortiHca- 
tion of detected impotence. Wc 
need not, I fear, make a long 
fearch in the pages of hiflory, for 
frequent inftances of men, high« 
ly gifted in fcience, learning, and, 
'till then, of unfulpedted integrity, 
who, in an unguarded moment^ 
thole moments fo fatal to wifdom, 
as well as beauty, having been 
feduced into the bye-roads of im- 
poiition, have afterwai'ds obfii- 
nately remained the firm avowers 
of wild vifionary fyftems, and 
ik6b notorioudy falfe and un* 
founded. 

Should however the credibility 
of thefe phcenomena be confirmed 
by future experience; fhould the 
attempts, to eftablifti mater ialifm^ 
ultimately fucceed; the improve- 
ment of the Divining Science, 
(fays an ingenious writer) " may 
be rendered fubfervient to. medicsd 
purpofes, as well as to mental and 
moral improvement. If we could . 
be prevailed on to believe, that 
the thinking principle in man" is" 
a grain of fait, or a bubble of 
air, an electrical fpark, or a. 
drop of water, a globule of oil,* 
or a particle of earth, it is not* 
impomble that the Divining Rod, 
by the help of magnetifm and 
electricity, may form interefting 
communications, with the faculties 
and affections, the tranfaCtioos «nd • 
fecrets, of this hitherto invifible 
principle ; it may difcover mints of 
virtue which are hid, and currents 
of generofity and genius, which 
flow unnoticed and unknown ; it ' 
might bring to light, motives, plans, 
and purpofes, that would undeceive 
dupes, and difconcert impofiors." 

*or 
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For a remarkable, and apparent- 
ly, a well attefled inftartce of this 
iingnlar faculty, which appears to 
have been exerted for private be- 
nefit, as well as public utility; 
fee the article Bleton, a French 
peafant, whofe iinaffe6ted (impli- 
city of manners, and furprizmg 
accuracy in fubterraneous prog- 
noftic, daggered, though it could 
not fubdue, the ftubborn incredu- 
lity, of the indefatigable Abb^ 
Mongez, an able natural philofo- 
pher, and one of the editors of 
the hew Encyclopcedie. 

VOLTEMAD, pORNELTUS, 
a Dutchman, and an inhabi- 
tant of the Cape of Good Hope, 
whofe intrepid philanthropy, im- 
pelled him to rifque, and (as it 
unfortunately proved) to lofe his 
own life in confequence of heroic 
efforts to fave the lives of others. 
This generous purpofe, in a great 
degree he efFe6ted, in the year 
1773, when a Dutch lliip was 
driven on Ihore in a ftorfn, near 
Table Bay, not far from the South 
River fort. 

Returning from a ride, the ftate 
of the veflel, and the cries of the 
crew ftrongly interefted him in 
their behalf. Though unable to 
nXrim, he provided himfelf with a 
rope, and being mounted on a 
powerful horfe, remarkably muf- 
cular in its form, plunged with the 
noble animal into the fea, which 
foliejji in waves fuflficiently tremen- 
dous.td daunt a man of common 
fortitude. This worthy man, with ^ 
his fpirited horfe, approached the 
fliip*s fide, near enough to enable 
the faiJors to lay hold of the end 
of a cord, which he threw out to 
them ; by this method, and theic 
grafping the horfes' tail, he was 



happy enough, after returning fe- 
veral times, to convey fourteen 
perfons fafely on Ihore. 

But in the warmth of his bene- 
volence, he appears not to have 
fufficiently attended to the prodigi- 
ous and exhaufling efforts of his 
horfe, who in combating with the 
boiflcrous billowis, and his accu- 
mulated burthens, was almoft fpent 
with fatigue, and debilitated by 
the quantities of fea- Water which 
in its prefent agitated (late, could 
hot be prevented fi'om rufliing in 
great quantities down his throat. 
In fwimming with a heavy load, 
the appearance of a horfe is fingu- 
4ar, his forehead and nodrils are 
the only parts to be feen ; in this 
perilous (ituation, the leaft check'' 
on his mouth is generally confider- 
ed. as fatal ; and it was fuppofed, 
that fome of the half-drowned fai- 
lors, in the ardor of felf-preferva- 
tion, pulled the bridle inadver- 
tently, for the noble creaturie, far 
fuperior to the majority of bipeds , 
w^ho harrafsand torment his fpecies, 
fuddenly difappeared with his maf-. 
ter, he funk, and rofe no more ! 

This affecting circumftance, in- 
duced t^e Dutch Eafl India Com- 
pany, to ere£t a monument to Vol- 
temad's memory, they likewife 
ordered, that fuch defendants or 
relations . as he left, Ihould be 
fpeedily provided for. Before this 
intelligence reached the^Cape, his 
ngphew, a corporal in the lervice, 
had folicited to fucceed him in a 
little employment he held in the 
menagerie, but being refufed, re- 
tired m chagrin to a diftant fettle- 
ment, where he died, before news 
of the directors recommendations 
could reach him. While we Isbnent 
Voltemad*s fate, and the ungrateful 
treatment 
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treatment his relation experienced 
from the people at the Cape, a 
circumUance arifes in our minds, 
wiiich tends to render this misfor- 
tune flil! more aggravating. In 
his bold and fuccefetul attempt to 
reach the fhip, if this benevolent 
man, inftead of embarraffing him- 
felf and horfe with a hazardous 
burthen fatal to them all, had only 
brought the end of a long rope 
with him on Ihore, it might have 
*bcen fixed to a cable, which with 
proper help might have been drag- 
ged on fhore, and the whole fliips 
company faved, without involving 
their benefactor, and a noble animal 
in deftru6tion. 

As it is of importance to record 
and point out methods of efcape in 
fituations, in which we too often 
Jofe all prefence of mind, it may 
prove ufeful to mention fome cir- 
cumftances relating to a Danifli 
fliip which was wrecked, at Moflel 
Bay, in the neighbourhood of the ' 
Cape. In this.inflance, by means 
of two lines, which were conveyed 
on ihore, a flout rope was flretched 
in a floping direction from the 
fliips mafl to a pofl firmly fixed in 
the ground ; on this rope a large 
metal ring was hung, to which 
each man was feparately made fail, 
and flid on fhore one after the other, 
'till the whole of ^the crew were 
fafely conveyed, over breakers, 
through which no boat could pof- 
libly have made its way, without 
being overfet ; in a few days the 
ftorm fublided, a good part of the 
cargo was faved and fent in waggons 
to the Cape. But it is always 
difficult, and frequently impoffible 
to carry on an intercourfe with the 
iliore, which in this inftance was 
cftV6ted, by a feamau's tying a 



rope round his body., and boldly 
committing himfelf to the waves.- 
Such daring individuals do not al- 
ways prefent themfelves, and va- 
rious methods of conveying a line 
from (hips in diflrefs to people on 
fhore, or vice ^vcrfa, have been 
devifed by human ingenuity ; by 
fixing a fmall cord to an arrow 
fhot by a vigorous hand from a 
bow, or to a ball fired from a 
mufket, or a fwivel, loaded with 
a quantity of powder, proportion- 
ate to the diflance ; by fixing a Jinc 
to a buoy and trufting to its being 
thrown on the fliore. Mr. BeU 
of the artillery, fince my former 
publication, has been rewarded 
by the Society for the Encourage- 
ment of Arts, for in\ienting an appa- 
ratus, by which a fliell, loaded with 
lead, may be thrown from a mortar, 
which, with a line fixed to it, will 
fink fufliciently deep into the earth, 
to allow the crews of fhipwrecked 
vefTels to draw themfelves on (bore. 
The (hameftil and too frequent 
plundering of fliipwrecked fean^en, 
has been frequently cenfured in 
this compilation. In the Indian 
territories of the Dutch, no perfi^n 
is permitted to approach the fhore 
in fuch cafes, on pain of death, 
but this zeal for the protection of 
property, too often prevents necef- 
fary aid being atforded for the 
refcuing of perfons ; and in the 
inftance of Voltemad, but for his 
rirffng out of the town before the 
orders were ifTued, his humane 
affiftance would have been prevent- 
ed or puniflied. One of the officers 
at the Cape on being reproached 
for neglecting his nephew after the 
death of the fubjeCt of this article, 
replied, *' If the man had not been 
drowned, he might have thought 
bimfeif 
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himfelf fufficicntly rewarded, in not 
being hanged for difobedience of 
orders." 

VOLUPTUARIES' Soliloquy, 
the well meant compoiitioi^ 
of a modern writer, agreeing in 
its tendency, exa^ly with the pro- 
fefled purpofe of this Collcdtion. 
Its moral utility amply compen- 
fates, for the warmth of certain 
allufions, in feveral Dramatic Pro- 
ductions, of its ingenious Author ; 
though he ferioufly profefles to 
** reprobate a jell, or provoke a 
laugh, at the expence of a blufh." 
If in this declaration, he is ftriftly 
corre6t, I can only fay, that the 
actors in feveral of his Pieces, have 
given him credit, for many witty 
Allies, not of the moil delicate 
kind. 

Voluptuaries' Soliloquy. 

*< I find myfelf in poflefiion of 
fortune, youth, and liealth, and 
am determined to enjoy them. 
As pleafure is my objedl, I mud 
contrive to make that object lad- 
ing; it is evident, that if I 
throw away the means, I can no 
longer compafe t*he end. I per- 
ceive that I mud not game; for 
though I like play, I do not like to 
lofe what alone can purchaie that, 
which I propofe to enjoy ; and I 
do not fee, that the chance of win- 
ning other people's money, can 
compenfate for the pain I mud 
fnfFer, in being deprived of my 
own. I have refolved, therefore, 
that I will not be a eameder, 
there is not common fenfe in the 
thought. 

" But if I give up gaming, I am 
determined to take my fwing of 
pleafure. I mud therefore, afk 
myfelf the quedion, what is plea- 
fure? Is. it high living and hard* 

Vol. II. 



drinking? There is nothing very 
elegant m it, I confefs ; a glutton 
is but a forry fellow, and a drunk- 
ard is a bead ; befides, I am not 
fure my conditution will bear ex- 
ccfs. I {hall get the gout, and 
grow out of all diape; Iftiall have 
a red face, full of blotches, a foul 
breath, and be loathfome to the 
women. I cannot bear to thipk 
of that, for I doat upon them. I 
prefer the favours of the feir, to 
the company of foakers, fo fare- 
well to drinking; I will be fober, 
becaufe I love pleafure. 

" But if I give ?ip wine, I will 
repay myfelf for the facrifice; I 
will have the fined girls that money 
can purchafe; money, did I fay ? 
What a found has that. Am I to 
buy beauty with money, and can- 
not I buy love too ? for there is 
no pleafure even in beauty, with- 
out love; this unlucky quedion 
gravels me. Mercenary love is 
nonfenfe; it is fiat hypocrify, and 
difguding. I fliould loaAe the 
fawning carefles of a diflembling 
harlot, whom I pay for falfe fond- 
nefs. I find, I am wrong again ; I 
cannot fall in love with a harlot ; 
fhe mud be a moded woman ; and 
when that befalls me, what then ? 
Why then, if I am violently in 
Jove, and cannot be happy without 
her, there is no other choice, I 
think, I mud ev^n marry her; 
nay, I am fure I mud: For if 
pleafure leads that way, pleafure is 
my obje6l, and marriage is my lot ; 
I am determined, therefore, to mar- 
ry, becaufe I love pleafure. 

" As I have quitted all other 
women for a wife, I am refolved 
to take pleafure enough in the 
poffefTion of her ; I muft be cau- 
tious, therefore, that nobodjr elfe 

I i takes 
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t^es the "bxae plea(itre too ; for, 
othemife, bow have I b«ttered 
myfelf ? I might l£ well have re- 
n^dned upon the conunon. I 
ibould be a foal indeed, to pay 
iuch a price for a pui-chafe, and 
let in my neighbours for a fliare ; 
therefore! I am determined to 
Ibcep her to myWff for pleafure 
is my only obje^; and thi$, I 
^ke it, UQf 9i kind tlut will not 
^94mit of participation. 

** The next qaeftion is, bow 1 
mull contrive to keep her to my* 
i^lf. Not by foroey not by lock* 
Utg her u{^t there i^ no pleafure 
In thdt notion ^ compulilon is out 
ofthecale, inclination^ therefore, 
u the next thing ; I mud make it 
her owji choice to be faithful. It 
feem^ then, to be incumbent up* 
an me, to make a wife choice; 
to look well before I fop upon a 
wife, ami to ufe her well, when 
I have flxed. I will be very kind 
to her J becanfe I will not deftroy 
my own pleafure ; and I will be 
very carenil of the temptations, I 
expofe her to, for the fame reafon. 
She (hall not lead the life of your 
fine town ladies. I have a chaim- 
ing place in the country, whertf 
we will pafs mod of our time; 
there ftie will be fafe, and I fliall 
6e happy. I love pleafure, and 
therefore, I will have little to do 
with that intriguing to^n, Lon- 
don. I am determmed to make 
my houfe in the country, as plea- 
fant asitispoffible. 

** But iff give up the gaieties of 
a town life, and the club, and the 
gaming<table, and the girls, for a 
wife and the country; I will have 
the fports of the country in per- 
fe^on; I will keep tlie bed pack 
of hounds in England, and hunt 



every day in tim weeir.«— T<-Biit 
hold A moment there, what will 

become of my .wife, all the while 
I Wi following the hounds ? Will 
ihe follow nobody, will nobody 
follow her? A pretty %ure I 
(ball make, to be chacing a fiagi 
and come home with horos on my 
own head. At leaft, I will not 
rifque the e}(periment: I ihallnot 
like to leave her at home» and I 
cannot take her with me, for that 
would ipoil my pleafure; and I 
hate a horfe^dog woman, I will 
keep no whipper-in in petticoats. 
I perceive, therefore, I muft give 
up the bounds, for I am determin- 
ed nothing ihall fland in the way 
of my pleafure. 

" Why then, I muft find out 
fome amufements that my wife 
can partake in; we muft ride 
about the park in fine weather; 
we muft viut the grounds, and the 
gardens, and plan out improve- 
ments, and make plantations; it 
will be rare employment for the 
poor people. That is a thoug^ht 
that never llruck me before ; roe- 
thinks there muft be a^reatdeal 
of pleafure in fetting the poor to 
work. I fhali like a farm for the 
fame reafon, and my wife will 
take pleafure in a dairy ; fhe fhall 
have the mofl elegant dairy ia 
England. I will alfo build a con* 
fervatory, and fhe fhall have foch 
plants, and fuch flowers; I have 
a notion, I fhall take pleafure ia 
them myfelf. Then, there are a 
thoufand tjiings to dlo within-doors; 
it is a fine old manfion, I will give, 
it an entire repair, it wants new 
fomiture, that wUl be pleafimt 
work for my wife. I perceive, I 
could not afford to keep hounds^ 
and 4p this into the bargain ; butthb 

will 



will give me mod pleafure, and ihv 
wife will partake of it. I recoUea, 
that I have an excellent library, 
we will have mufic and books, 
that is another pleafure, I had never 
thought of. 

*• We probably (hall have chil- 
dren, and they are very pleafant 
company, when they can talk, and 
underhand what is faid to then). 
I find there are a vaft many plea- 
fures in the life I have chalked 
out ; and what a fool (hould I be, 
to throw away my money at the 
gaming-table, or my health at any 
table ; or my affections upon har- 
lots ; or my time upon hounds and 
horfes; or employ cither money, 
health, affe<^ons, or time, in any 
other pleafures or purfuits, thim 
thefe, which I now perceive, will 
lead me to folid happinefs in this 
life, and fecurc a good chance fcfv 
it hereafter.** 

•• ALPOLE ROBERT, Earl 
of Orford, the firft wh6 
reduced the golden art of manag- 
ing a fcnate into a fyfbertiatic 
fcience. *' That every man had 
his price," an opinion not very 
honourable to numan integrity, 
was his favourite axiom; Mr. 
Viner, who could dine on roafled 
mutton one day, and eat it cold 
the next, is faid to have been the 
only inflance this minifler ever 
met with in contradiction to his 
theory. It requires little reafon- 
ing to prove, that he who lives 
within his income, is, after all, 
the only independent man; and 
whilfl we fell our votes to candi. 
dates, and fufier them to fink. for- 
tunes in contefled elections, I fee 
no right that conitituents have to 
complain of the venality of their 
members. During the Americas 



wir, a fittle proftituted paltrv bo- 
rough in the weft of England, fent 
op inftniftions to their reprefen- 
tatTve, to which he paid no at- 
tention, obferving, a few days after, 
at a friend's table ; ** I bought 
them at a fair price, and do the 
fcoundrels think I will not make 
my money of them .*" 

" I have a point of fome im-i 
portance to carry in the houfe of 
peers, and beg tne favour of your 
grace to apply perfonally to your 
brethren, the bifhops," faid Sir 
Robert, (a few months before he 
retired, but when his power was 
vifibiy declining) to his firm friend 
the Archbilhop of York, who 
fliook his head at his propofal of 
perfonal application, and made the 
following reply, " My good friend, 
there is but one way to proceed 
with them, and you may be aflTur- 
cd I will put it in praftice ; trouble 
yourfelf no further about the mat- 
ter, and be ftcure- of their votes, 
asif they had already given them.** 
The archbilhop for a few days 
took to his bed, had his knocker 
tied tip, the pavement before his 
houfe covered with ftraw, and, by 
means of his phyfician, circulated 
reports of the extremity of his 
danger. The bifhops caught at 
the bait, returned to their miniC- 
terial duty, Walpole gained his 
end, and a few days after, they had 
a hearty laugh over their wine, at 
the trick they had put on lawn- 
fleeves. 

This mmifter appears to have 
been of the opinion of Hobbes, 
" That war was the greateff of all 
poflible evils,*' and Europe was 
certainlv indebted to him and Car- 
dinal Ilcury for a long interval of 
peace; That this Meffing was 

li 2 . fometimes 
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Ibmetiines purcfaafed at the expence 
. of national honour, and fometimes 
of national treafure, they did not 
pretend to deny'; yet a love of 
peace may fometimes lead us to 
make too great facrifices to it. 

He has been generally confider- 
ed as the clandeftine contriver of 
an a^ of parliament for fubm it- 
ting dramatic performances to the 
inlpciEtion of the Lord Chamber- 
lain, which is, in efFeft, a reftric- 
tion on the liberty of the prefi. 
An underling was procured to 
fcribble a dramatic piece, called 
the .Golden Rump, a farrago of 
. obfccnity, blafphemy, ami political 
abufe ; a ridicule of every moral 
and religious inflitution. It was 
then prefented to GiiFard, one of 
the managers^ who pi^vioufly 
taught his lefTon, carried it to the 
minifler ; be^ (hocked at fuch a mafs 
of pnormiiy, carried it down to 
the houfe, recited fome of the 
mod exceptionable paiTages, and an 
afl for lubmittlng plavs to the 
Lord Chamberlain's infpe£tion, 
pad almoft unanimonfly. 

If this conduft, particularly the 
. plan of fabricating the piece, 
could have been inconteftibly 
proved on the miniiler, it would 
merit the {eveixfi cenfure; but, 
like n»oft other political manoeu- 
vres, and dark crimes, which 
fhun the face of day and obfer- 
vation, fo much privacy was ob- 
ferved, that it cannot pofitively be 
proved upon him ; yet opportunity 
was too favorable to be accidental. 
Sir Robert Walpole was well ac- 
quainted with the irritability and 
warm temper of his mafter, the 
good, the excellent old king; by 
occaflonally giving way to it, he 
made his advantagCy and is faid, 



Ibmetimes to hive fubmittc^ f 
perfonal outrage (manibus pedi- 
bufque) in conunon with the royal 
hai. On going one day to court, 
he met the proud Duke of Argyle, 
and faw that he w^s difcompofed ; 
on enquiring, he found that the 
king, in the neat of a moment, had 
been guilty of fome trifling inde- 
corum towards .the duke, who was 
not formed of fhiff to fi^bmit to ill- 
treatment from any one. ** Your 
grace muft not mind it,'* ikid the 
Premier, <^ it has happened to me 
a hundred times; nay, I have, in 
more than one or two inflances, 
been favoured with a kick." 
" Very true," faid the duke, 

** but* remember, you are 

not Argyle;" and he walked on 
fullenly to ms carriage. 

All the benefits which were pro- 
pofed to the country by a lon^ and 
able oppofition to this minider, 
appear to have been defeated and 
counteracted, 1:^ diilenfion and 
feU-intered ; Sir Robert had his 
peerage in his pocket, and Mr. 
Pulteney degenerated into a iilent 
vote, on the lame bench, with him. 
Thus has it ever been, we change 
men, but perfevere in bad mea- 
fures, and a love of office, and not 
of our country, is too often the 
principal motive for ftate alterca- 
tion with political leaders : 

When will they for the 

people take the field ? 
Led not by love, but intereft and 

pride. 
They will not let a king their 

vaflals ride, 
That power, they to themfelves 

referve alone, 
And fo through thick and thin, 

they (pur old roan. 

WARTON. 
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WARTON, THOMAS, pro. 
feflbr of hiftory, and fcl- 
Jow of Trinity Collie, Oxford, 
poet laureat, and decider againji 
the authenticity of the poems at- 
tributed by Ch^ttertotv to Rowley. 
The only drawback I can or wi(h 
to make, from the antiquarian 
acutenefs, the corre^ tafle, the va- 
rious and indifputable merits of 
Tom Warton, was his tempting 
young men, from fhidies which 
were to qualify them for the fup- 
port of their future lives, to frivo- 
lous attainments, luxurious habits, 
and a fyftem which he preached 
and practiced fo fucccfsfully him- 
felf, " to laugh and grow fat." 
By the fafci nation of his converfe, 
which was wonderful, and I am 
convinced, without any view but 
the natural one of receiving and 
communicating pleafure, he drew 
. many a young man from the thorny 
paths of ufeful application. 

The jovial attic board, " thefiin 
the feather^^ of good dinners, anni- 
verfaries, muiic meetings, expedi- 
tions to Wallingford, London, or 
Woodftock, and a thoufand arts of 
communicating variety to the dull 
famenefs of an Oxford life, which 
Tom poflefled beyond moft men, 
were fair and confiftent, in fl pro- 
feflbr of accumulated preferment, 
who had in his time railed no fmall 
qpntributions on the bookfellers. 
But they were ruinous in the ex- 
treme, to thofe who had to make 
their way in the world, with nar- 
row fortunes ; who were ill-quali- 
fied to climb or creep in law, phy- 
fic, or divinity, by their know- 
ledge and attention being confined 
to circulating a bon mot, tranflat- 
ing an antient black letter infcrip- 



tion, and determining, which col« 
lege excelled in long corks, or had 
a cook beil qualified for ferving up 
harrico of mutton, or hafhed calves 
head. During the two or three 
lafl years of his life, warned by 
two fatal and alarming cataflrophes, 
which touched him nearly, he felt 
and acknowledged' his erroneous 
conduct in this refpe^; which 
when I confider the good points 
in his chara6^er, I am inclined to 
attribute rather to the extravagant 
and erring fpirit of the- times in 
which he lived, than to an^ obli- 
quity of defign, in the individual 
himfelf. 

Mr; Warton expofed himfelf to 
the lafh of Peter Pindar, when he 
declared in the orgafm of outrage- 
ous panegyric, that the- prefent 
king, who is certainly a good pri- 
vate domeflic chara6ter, was fupe* 
rior in fame to the £d wards and 
Henrys, celebrated in days of old. 
The wicked wit' did not lofe the 
opportunity of overwhelming our 
loyal poet, and his royal fubj^, in 
an irrefifiible torrent of humour^ 
irony, and fair fatire. 

I have feen lines addrefled to the 
fubje6t of this article, foon after 
the change in his fydem and opi- 
nions; the writer was a young 
man, who exhibited early proofs 
of inteile£tual energ)', ana literary 
powers, but fplit on the rock of 
mifapplication, and miftaking what 
ought only to be the amufement of 
an idle hour, for the bufinefs and 
occupation of his life ; fo paffed 
one half of his days, as to amply 
occupy the remainder in repentant 
refledion, and bitter felf-accufa- 
tion, which while they exafpe- 
rate the wounds of folly and im- 
prudence. 
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K6Hk^ too often <li&blea nmii 
n repairing the breaches, in his 
fortune and confiitutioo. The 
poet began his addreis with lament^ 
ing» the mortifying eoncluiion of 
his academic vifions, which Bad 
fa^n once gilded by the flattering 
pencil of ambitious hope ; and af- 
ter telling the laureat that his new 
advice is come too late, and that he 
found it ver}' difficult to coniider 
that, as the wrong road, which had 
been fo long, fo gaily, and fo iiic- 
cef. fully trod, by a man of genius 
and high attainment ; he thus pro«^ 
ceeds, in a mesCfure nearly ap* 
proachi^ig to what has been deno** 
minated doggrel : 

But you tell me that to fliine as a 

wit, is a jeft. 
That one grain of low cunning's 

worth a tun of the reft 
To. fucceed in the world, and 

that prudence and fenfe. 
Secure a man fajne, and Ariend* 

ihip and pence; 
WhiKl ill-fated genius you're 

ready to fwear. 
Builds chimaeras and caftles aloft 

in the air: 
Aifd Ym tempted to think pru- 
dence better by half. 
Than wit, and a knack at mak- 
ing folks laugh. 
Great men ufe a bard, as rakes 

ufe a where, 
When their end is obtarn'd, 

they'll fee her no more : 
Thns to poets like me, fome kind 

modern patron, 
Gives his beef and his port for 

joking and.flatt'nng; 
But. when we retire, he feels no 

concein, 
If we fnore on a bttlk, or ileep 
in a barn. 



Few are able or iii^ilKng, like 

Dyfon I fear. 
To allow a poor anthor three 

hundred a year t 
Or iiew will lye found, tho' Fm 

loth to obferve it, 
Veiy few, who like Akenfide, 

richly deferve it 
Come then, common (eoie, be a 

friend to an elfj 
Who alas is a foe to no man bat 

himfelf: 
When the fever of gaming pof- 

fefles his foiH, 
' And love irreiiitible profTers the 

bowl. 
When fa&ion and tafte whifper 

both ini his ear, 
To live like a man with- three 

thou£md a year, 
Tho' his elegant ardors and 

wiihes to curfe. 
He lias fcarce ever mote than ten 

pounds in his purfe ; 
When Bacchus and Venus, thy 

p6et invite, 
Do thou jog his elbow to wifli 

them good night : 
When mahometan White is foar- 

ing due Eafl, 
On the wings of poor Badcock 

who dy'd in the Weft ; 
(Tho' Gabriel neglecting his 

i5ath pater-nofter. 
Swears that White is himfelf an 

Aralnan imf>ofi<j9'\) 
When an ideot of rank is pre- 
tending to chatter, 
Of learning and taiVe, yet knows 

nought of the matter ; 
When Cumberland fancies the 

drama his glory. 
And ftufh his obtervers with oki 

Grecian ftory; 
When arm'd at all points great 

fiallendine Parr, 

'Gaina 
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'Gamfi Cuitls^s zeal wages claf^ 

fical war, 
Of difputes long Jbrgot, will be 

lifting the rerafe, 
Aad repubiiih old patnpbIetS| 

for the fake of a preface, 
Excell all your WarburtonSj 

Jortins and Hurds, ' 
la fonorpu^ exprel&oay and ter^ 

rible words : 
Teacb flit tben my new guide 

more precious than ruby. 
To nod, fmile, and bow, on each 

drivelling boobyy 
Let the roughnefa of fatire then 

fmoothly be fil'd, 
And prefern)ent fliall call me her 

favorite child. 
Common fenfe wou'd ttach £d- 

mund when icoklingthc houfe, 
Not to fink from iubitme, to the 

fkip ofaloufe; 
Was it fenfe that made Gibbon 

obfcenities quote ? 
And put them in Latin by way 

of a note. 
Did it make him praife Julian 

who threw out fuch mabby 

taunts, 
And boaft of his beard with 

many inhabitants ? 
Did it teach our hiftorian to 

col]e£l from his fiores, 
That Conftentine rais'd a. reve- 
nue on whores ? 
And declare with a grave philo- 

(bphical 9ieeknefs, 
Sedudion and rape, an amiable 

weakne&P 
But adieu to thefe trifles, from^ 

joke rii be parting, 
Since you frown at fatirical 

hints, my dear Warton, 
And advife me to ftudy, in 

WWte, Blair, and J^rtin, 
And inilead of abufiog great men 

ia my letters, 



Like yon get prriermeat hy 

flattering my betters : 
Or the cudgels take up a^inft 

Gibbon unchriftian, • 
Under mid Hor/ekf% banners, 

that learned Philiftian, 
Who arrows polemic fo keenly 

doth try a- 
'Gainft the grand innovatDf un* 

Prieftley Goliah. 
I've try'd all thefe arts 'till in- 
vention's extinguifli'd, 
CalPd Moor in^pendent, and 

North a great linguift, 
Said their brethren the bkhops 

were one great example. 
Of piety, learning, ana chadty 

ample; 
I have rail'd agatnft fehifin, 

Erais*d Grenvillc for wit, 
ave bullied with Thuriow, 

preach'd morals with Pitt ; 
I've attacked a French writer, 

who, neglecting h|s beads^ 
Otiferves (while hefcatters here* 

tical feeds) 
Biihops ihorten commandments, 

but lengthen their creeds. 
All this I have done, and what's 

my reward ? 
To preach faft a^fleep half Far- 

ringdon ward, 
To eat once a week the Church- 
warden's mutton. 
Bear the rafcal's coarfe jokes, 

and flatter a glutton ; 
Hear his wife and his daughter 

retail city wit. 
While Mifs is fo narv$Hs^ fhe 

can't eat a bit ; 
Tho' I know all the tin^, ^te 

of mincing and munching, 
She has eat fowl and ham by fhe 

pound for a luncheon : 
Tempted ftrong by her caih to 

take for a wife, 

What'f 
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What's fure to torment me the 

reft of my life : 
Thus for fad nafty mixtares, to 

doctors we fend, 
Tho' the ftomach revolts, yet our 

habits they mend; 
Thus to ftarve as a curate, I my 

life muft devote. 
Or marry a woman who's juft 

like a goat : 
Whofe beard on her chin grows 

fo fhockingly high, 
That (he wants a (harp razor 

much oft'ner than I ; 
Rer mother foft whifpers, as (he 

helps me to gravy, 
/ really imagines our Polly nvou^J 

ha'veyou, 
I once was in love, but how the 

times alter, 
Now Hymen's (ilk noofe, looks 

to me like a halter ; 
Muft I, once remark'd for an 

elegant wi(h, 
From turbot and falmon, fit 

down to fait fifli ? 
Muft I, once fo bleft by the 

Manciple's daughter, 
Who amongft Oxford bucks 

made fuch terrible (laughter ? 
Muft I, who have rifled a bofom 

of fnow. 
At laft feed in London on liver 

and crow ? 
Muft I, who admir'd a delicate 

(kin, 
Bed and board with a woman as 

ugly as fin ? 
A monfter, a fcarecrow, by 

night and by day, 
To freeze all defire, fright paf- 

fioQ away: 
Who ferves her poor face (O 

that cruel fmall pox) 
As great auctioneers ferve a vile 

country box } 



E*er the day of fale comes, et'r? 

effort is tiy'd. 
With whitewa(hand plaifter,the 

mud-wali to hide^ 
Yet the bidders all find^ tho' ply 'd 

well with tokay, 
The pleafure ground boggy, and 

the chimnies all fmoky. 
The life of a pea(ant far pt^anter 

proves. 
Contentment and health with 

the woman he loves, 
Tho' fortune denies him ragouts 

and rich treats. 
Delight gives a zeft to the morfel 

he eats, 
He awakes undi(hirb*d by en- 
nui or pain, 
To charms whicl^ a monarch 

wou'd figh for in vain ; 
The vigor of health infpirits each 

kifs, 
While Cupid and Hymen both 

hallow the blifs. 
Such once were my dreams, 

when my mind us'd to rove, 
On the arrow of Cupid, and 

Venus's dove ; 
Is there not caufe enough for a 

man to be ferry at, 
But the fubje<ft we'll quit, now 

for you Mr. Laureat: 
You remember I promis'd I'd 

take fliortly the freedom, 
To fend you inftru6tions, wou'd 

you deign but to read 'em. - 
I have fent them at laft, but at 

Trinity College, 
You are fo full of antiques, and 

of old gothic knowledge, 
Of knights-fees, of priefts, of old 

books of mafs. 
Of old frcfcoed walls, and old 

painted glafs ; 
Of devoting your time to black 

ietter'd nonfenfe, 

Which 
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Which to read or to write has 

been given up long fince. 
As if it imported three half 

farthing candles, 
Whether Alfred was chriften'd, 

or his daughters wore fandals ; 
If the heel of Achilles was im- 

perfeftly dipt, 
Or if Milton, at Oxford, is the 

laft who was whipt; 
Tho' Johnfon has try'd, like a 

friend to our church. 
To prove the republican tailed 

of birch ; 
Or to find by a lucky inquifitive 

knack, 
That Auguftus had never a fhirt 

to his back : 
That Zenobia's eyes were black 

as a doe. 
That flie fcolded Longinus when 

he trod on her toe ; 
That queen Cleopatra was a 

fweet charming fi ngerj 
Had a mole on her neck, and a 

crooked fore-finger; 
That Richard the Third, whom 

we ail fo abufe. 
Was a good fort of man as ever 

wore fhoes. 
On fubjefts like^ thefe while 

you're folemnly preaching, 
I prefume on your patience, and 

venture on teaching : 
But leaft by my verfe, I the 

theme fliou'd difgrace. 
My doggrel Til quit, and alter 

my pace. 

Instructions to the Laureat. 

W^en with your annual ode you 
next refort, 

Wou'd you /or once but warble . 
truth at court ; 

By truth 1 mean, not bafe malig- 
nant rhymes, 
Vol. n. 



That flander kings, and villify 
the times. 

That injure humble merit, pa- 
tient, meek, 

And force the tear down wo- 
man's lovely cheek, 

With coarfe inve6tive the rude 
page adorn. 

And hold misfortune up to pub- 
lic fcorn. 

Now our lov'd king whofe fate 
made nations groan. 

Is firmly feated on fair reaibn's 
throne. 

Now let thy laurePd Mufe fe- 
renely gay, 

Four truth's choice gifts on this 
auipicious day. 

Then future times thy praifes 
ihall rehearfe. 

And hail thee more than a mere 
man of verfe. 

For Norman minftrelfy, and 
ivy'd towers. 

Knight-errant tales^ and Spenfer's 
fairy bowers. 

In dulcet notes, and harmony 
divine. 

Let admonition point thy moral 
line. 

Let thefe great truths, the cour- 
tier's chat o'erwhelm ; 

** A king of parties rules but 
half his realm, 

** Or whig or tory let true merit 
be, 

** The only badge of worthinefs 
to thee, 

" Poflfeft of that,nho' not a: fin- 
gle vote, 

*' Cherilh the flranger in a 
thread-bare coat. 
.. " 'Tis not to view a fleet with 
fails unfurrd,> 

** Or nightly trace the planetary 
world, . 
K k « 'Tis 
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^ Tb Ml with trilisg mediin- 

ifm CO pUvy 
^ And wtAi in happjr nick* 

nAckf, half tht duy^ 
^* Tit not wich fei vana to throw 

off* rcftrtint, 
M Hear Siddont rt ad, and teach 



good Weft to paint $ 
«« To fiift and pray, to roll th' 

uplifted eytf 
^* Arc what tha vtrieft bigot can 

fupply I 
M Tl b not to tempt by pageantry 

and glarCf 
** The mob* huzUf the crowds 

unmeaning ftart, 
^^ in tbeie the beyi from tbee 

are eafy won^ 

^^ ^ P''*y'>' '^^^ ^A the bigot 

Philip flione, 
^ And while his Belgic regions 

liow*d with bloody 
** A fowning clergy call'd him 

gteat and good. 
*^ In ads tike theie thy fame can 

never live, 
*' For their are proofs that any 

man rou'd givr. 
«* What tho' the nation haftily 

complies, 
** With frequent meffages, and 

large funplieii: 
•• Tho' often craving, ftill fo 

odd your fate, 
•* You hrg of bankrupts, yi*t 

ucLuinuIutc. 

•^I'hutt fome young heir whom 

wealthy iircii Imve left, 
•HJf no one gilt but common 

fenl'e bcreh, 
^* Thouglitieiv and ^ay expen* 

live arts explores, 
•* With Klitt'ring ganiblrih and 

Italian whoret»; 
•* Kcwnjarkct bets, el«;ttion con- 

ielU dirt*, 



** And diCpation fee bit (bul on 

fb*e( 
«* At Jaft refleaion cornea when 

all is fpenti 
** And polls him quickly to the 

Continent i 
** As be deoartsy the fieward 

makes his boWf 
«^ Of all his goods and chattels 

mafter now. 
•♦ Your royal oApring, we ad- 
mit, demand 
*^ Your foft (blicitude and rear- 
ing hand, 
♦^ Yet fubje(^ are your childreni 

who obey, 
** And claim vour tenderett love 

38 well utt they : 
*^ What if for w you had un- 

lock'd your (lore, 
** And rsfh yourielfi had fpar'd 

the rfnl poor ; 
** Lett us untax'd a fhort liv'd 

iieacc to prove, 
" You have no caufe to douU 

your |)eople'« love. 
** Survey tjiy land with pity'i 

melting eyes, 
*• I>;vour*d with import, taxei, 

and excife. 
•* Fcrl for their woes, thy pri- 
vate Javinj^s iMve, 
** Sti'uggliiig with want in mifery 

they live, 
** Kxcrpt the chofca ftw^ in 

aHluence proud, 
** Who fly to London's fafciuat- 

ing crowd, 
" Leaving the haplc& villager a 

prey 
** To pain and hunger through 

the tedious day. 
♦•To (am and Ifis turn a 

(marching eye, 
** On either lUnds a univcr- 

fity, 

«• When 
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** Where old abufe fupports her 

drowzy reign, 
** And reafon cries reform, but 

cries in vain : 
•* There raw from fchool the 

beardlefs frefh-man runs, 
** To drefs and freedom, fing- 

fong, wine and duns. 
** Pleafure*s allurements ' he at 

firft repels, 
** But the bowl mantles, and his 

pulfe rebels; 
** Ungovern'd here, a copious 

ftore he lays, 
*' Of pangs repentant for his 

future days. 
** Tutors and proAors all in ruin 

join, 
*' They dare not frowti, who 

help to drink his wine ; 
*' His eyes old coins inilead of 

bibles fearch, 
** Hume and Voltaire prepare 

him for the church ; 
** At length amended by afflic- 
tion's rod, 
*' The man of fin becomes a 

man of God. 
" A vacancy proclaimed to ar- 
dent hopes, > 
*' A lonely fellow he no longer 

mopes, 
*' The teils elaborate, enfnaring 

creeds, 
" Opprefs*d with debt, he figns, 

but never reads ; 
" Hades to that living he hath 

purchased dear, 
" And life devotes to doubt, fuf- 

pence and fear. 
*' Next view that church* in 

which thou art fujnrme, 
** Where bifhops flumber, dealft 

and chapters dream, 
** No airy vifions theirs, like 

lucklefs bards^ 
** They dream of gold, aad 

wake to rich rewards; 



« Whilft thofe who hbotlr mod 

are paid the word, 
** The curate thin with holy 

drudg*ry curd, 
** Trembling, with hat in hand, 

he fees from far, 
** The mitred prelate in his 

fplendid car; 
*' And hateful tythea from 

brawny labour tear, 
« The hard-earnM morfel of 

the fcanty year. 
" Here a few Weeks the plurtilid 

may fport, . 
*< But fpends his happier hours 

at cards and cotirt, 
** Leaving his curate to the 

rudic taunt, 
** Againd church livings he mud 

ever want. 
" Fanatics, infidels, and tythe- 

men's jars, 
" The parifti fill With hitrect^ 

vice and wars, 
f* Yet abfentccs Ate ntJtof ilfe the 

Word, 
*< Oppi;efs'd by • rcfedents, are 

doubly curd ; 
" Behold yon pars'mige, where 

a paliifade, 
" And new liade faih oVrlook 

the border'd glade ; 
". Amidd his dock, of ills to fill 

their cup, 
" The redor live?, he lives and 

eats them up : 
" His reverence hear, in church- 

riien's rights how loud, 
** Deep leamM in modus, and 

his glebe weH ^iough'd ; 
" The reaor fc«, well ficilPd* 

tn price of corn, 
** Do fenfe and learnii^g his 

arch'd brow, adorn? 
** He was at colle^ every 

fcholar's fcorn : 
*^ But faith .tmcamtM orthodox 

fupfilies 
Kka. "The 
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** The want of other chriftian 

qualities. 
** What volumes thofe which 

claim bis conftant looks ? 
** No doubt a bible, and* fome 

godly books; 
<* A fmall miftake, look nearer, 

you'll difcern, 
** Blackftone, a Trad on Tythcs, 

and Judice Burn : 
*^ His woisHip dread, by his 

commands abide, 
** The laws of God and man are 

on his fide : 



Here the pact takes occafion to raife 
his voice againft uniting the jufticc of 
peace tuith the clergyman^ a cujtom he 
ob/eives daily gaining ground^ but 
Jr aught ivito Jaious evils ^ ami too 
often arming the Utile tyrant of bis 
parijb ivith dangcfous and itrejiftible 
fo'wer ; the lanvs of God and man are 
called in to fupport him ; bejides^ the 
falm of the divine^ becomes by this 
means fieauently tar nipjcd^ bythcgreajy 
fanv of toe /muggier and the pocuhei', 

*' Around his hoiife the fcowl- 

ing Imugglers J^j^, 
*' To leave the hare, or drop 

the monthly keg: 
*' Like old inqujfitors, who 

preach'd the word, 
** He to the bible adds a two* 

ecig'd fword : 
" Him if on earth his gentle 

Saviour fees, 
** Who mildly came difpen- 

fing joy and eafe, 
** He fcarce will think a mi- 

nifter of peace. 
** His furious tenets charity con- 
found, 
** While Athanafian curfes echo 

round. 
*' Martyr of vice, and ruddy 

with the bowl, 



•* He cv*ry*Lent ftill damns liis 

neighbour's foul ; 
** And tho* religion, hcav*nly 

maid came down, 
** To foothe our forrows with a 

heav'njy crown, 
** He turns this manna the Al- 
mighty fent, 
*♦ To curfes, tyranny, and pu- 

nifhment. 
<^ His deeds, bis vain proleffion 

clearly prove, 
<^ Forgot that nenvy that heft 

command, to love. 
<* And can we wonder that from 

guides like thefe, 
" Who from religion banifh 

chriftian peace, 
** The crowd mifled (hou'd turn 

their fickle eyes, 
** To fupedtition, rant, and 

mockeries? 
** Thefe points demand thy care 

my royal (ire, 
** Reform in 'thefe, thy people 

all defire, 
*' Except the fleek ecclefiaftic 

moth, 
*« Who will defert thee in the 

day of wrath ; 
** Thefe andafcrvile, bafe, infi- 

dious tribe, 
" With ftatefmen's quibbles 

wou*d thy reafon bribe, 
** Thefe hoary errors keep at any 

rate, 
** Calling religion, a mere nvheel 

of Jiate, 
" Reform, my fire, (hall give 

thee lading fame, 
<* And Patriot King (liall be thy 

future name.** 

WALCOT, JOHN, a coun- 
try furgeon, a Jamaica 
clergyman, and laAly, a fatirical 
poet, poffefling a rich vein of hu- 
mour, aad a livelv imaginatfon. 
^ Wit, 
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Wit, that dangerous weapon, which 
fo few poflefs, without exercifing 
it at the expence of their neigh- 
bours, rendered his country fitua- 
tion uncomfortable, and he was 
induced, by rejjeated altercations, 
at laft to relinquifh the different 
branches of a proffeffion, which 
he had pra£lifed, for fomc years, 
in a Cor nidi borough. 

A blind ftory has been circu- 
lated, of his having experienced 
the fate of Dryden, who was 
** prais'd and cudgeled for ano- 
ther's rhymes"-*^nor is it impro- 
bable, that a man of genius, fur- 
rounded by ruftic dullnefs or en- 
vious malignity, fhould repay in- 
fult with farcafm, and occafionally 
feel the lefentrnent of thofe who 
had ftrong arms but weak heads. 

He went in the train of Gover- 
nor Trelawney to the Weft Indies, 
where he officiated, for fome time, 
as a clergyman j but that correft- 
nefs of manners which we have a 
right to expeft in a Chriftian mi- 
nifter, was incompatible with the 
eccentric impulfes of our poet, 
who foon got rid of what one of 
his predecelfors has called, the me- 
chanical part of the priefthood ; 
Simulated by the confciouihefs of 
fuperior merit, he haftened to the 
metropolis. 

Having afllimed the name of 
Peter Pindar, he has long amufed 
the town, while kings, filly lords, 
feeble connoifieurs, daubing paint- 
ers, and dull hiftorians, have 
fmarted under his lafh. His at- 
tacks on a certain exalted charac- 
ter, were in fome inftances per- 
fe6ily fair, but in others,' the fa- 
tirift ha^ forgot, that a king had a 
right to be treated like a gentle-. 



man. The wicked, but witty 
couplet, on the regal malady, wa* 
inhuman and unjuftifiable. 

Yet, our pleafant and enlight- 
ened fatirift has been efficacious, 
as well as entertaining ; fome he 
has punifhed, and what is of more 
importance, fome he has reformed. 
Several perfons well known at 
court, and in the belles lettres,. 
were fair game, and he has com- 
pletely hunted them down. The 
empty peer, pert, arrogant, and 
infipid, with no one claim to no- 
tice, but a royal nod, has fhrunk 
to his original infignificance. Af- 
fected connoifTeurs, ignorant pa- 
trons, and pretended literati, have 
diminifhed their tumid importance, 
and unmerited pretenfions. From 
eating raw meat, and baking them- 
felves in ovens, our men of fcience 
have engaged in more rational 
purfuits, and have turned their 
axtention to objects, at once ufeful 
and ornamental. Some of the late 
productions of this author have 
been confidered as unequal to the 
firft efforts of his mufe ; indeed 
we cannot be furprized if this is 
the cafe; Where is the mind ftored 
with inexhauftible materials ? Will 
the field that never lies fallow an- 
nually produce a plentiful crop ? 

As the copy right of his works 
has put a handfome fum in his 
pocket, and placed him above ne- 
ceffity, fome friend (hould advife 
him to abftain for a time from the 
prefs; fo will he return with re- 
newed vigor, and enter again the 
lifts with ftrength unimpaired. To 
be everlaftingly drawing from the 
fources of intellect, without giving 
time for ideas to germinate and 
ihoot forth, muft ultimately pro^ 

ducc 
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tkice barrennftfs of foil, or a pro- 
dud, crude, half-formed, and un- 
time}y. 

The forte of Peter Pindar lies 
in-tclling droll ftories, and reciting 
ridiculous anecdotes, but he dege- 
nerates, occafionally, into party 
virulence, and is fometimes culpa- 
bly indelicate ; beiidcs, 

The ftale ftory, and antiquated 
jeft. 

When oft' repeated, lofe at laft 
their zeft. 

In addreffing panegyric ilrains to 
Carlcton-hou^, Mr. not Dr. Wal- 
cot appears totally out of his ele- 
ment, nor has he, in any inftance, 
handled his pen with a worfe grace ; 
be is not formed by nature, nor, 
as I am told, by inclination, for 
a beftower of the meed of praife : 
in this inftance, it is neither fele£t, 
happy, or appropriate. 

He has been juftly ft i led the Ho- 
garth of Parnaflus ; whatever ft ruck 
him in the fcenes of life as ftiabby, 
affefted, bafe, mean, or enormous, 
he has placed in a point of view, 
at once odious, ridiculous, and 
irrefiftibly laughable. I once read 
hijv lines on the midnight freaks of 
cats, which he defcribes as he faw 
them from a window, by moon- 
light, ftanding in his fliirt; and 
his directions to a carpenter, on 
the fubjecl of preparing a coffin, 
fuppofed to be written by a huf- 
band who had juft loft his wife, in 
which he particularly dcfires the 
fcrews may be long, and the oak 
fubftantial ; and they produced in 
the company greater burfts of mer- 
riment, than I ever faw produced 
by any literary compolition. The 
Itterit of thefe pieces, either in 
vcrfification or invention, is flen- 



der; yet they had the knack of 

ftriking the right ftring, that 
*' chord which, when propcriv 
touched, the hitman heait is fo 
formed, as to vibrate in unifon 
with it." With all his humorous 
propeniities, his pen has produced 
feveral fonnets^ breathing the ge- 
nuine language of poetry and good 
tafte; tender, pathetic, and deli- 
cately fenti mental, infpiring the 
raptures of love, and the foft 
emotions of defire. 

WARD, JOSHUA, a dry- 
falter, of Thames-flreet, 
and afterwards inventor of certain 
medicines, which, though we aooo 
hear fo little coiKerning them, 
rouzed in their day un^verl'al at- 
tention, and became a fpletidid 
foundation of fame and fortune to 
the lucky proje<Elor. 

His houfe in the city, and the 
whole of his property, having 
been deftroyed by fire, at a period 
when infurance was little known 
ai\d rarely prackifed, his commer- 
cial profpe6ls were blafted, and 
he was fpurred by the ufeful, but 
unpleafant ftimulus of a ruined 
fortune, to intellectual exertion. 
After purfuing chemical ftudies a 
fe^ years on the Continent, in an 
infpired or a propitious moment, he 
hit on his famous drop and pill. 
With thefe and other powerful 
agents at his difpofal, he returned 
to his native country, and excited 
no fmall oppofition, by a bold, 
but, generally fpeaking, a fuccefs- 
ful practice, in a numerous but 
obftmate clafs of difeafes, which, 
before and ft nee his time, have fo 
often proved a ftumbling block to 
the practitioners of phyfic. 

pis opponents, in the more re- 
gular 
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gttlar platoons 6f their pfofeffion, 
attempted to crufh our refolute in- 
terloper, by argument, by ridicule, 
and by legal authority. He an- 
fwered and confuted them by a 
long catalogue of hopelefs cafes, 
abandoned by the faculty, but for-, 
tunately treated by himfelf. He 
retorted on his enemies the accufa- 
tion of fomething worfe than ig- 
norance and audacity, and boldly 
charged them with locking up or 
negle(fling potient preparations, 
which they were too indolent or 
too timid to make ufe of them- 
felves, and too envious to allow 
the privilege to others. He added, 
that their elaborate preparations 
and naufeous compounds, their 
alexiterlals, alexipharmicks, and 
cordials, were only calculated to 
harrafs the miferable patient, and 
lengthen his apothecary's bill. 

An application he recommended 
for the King's hand eftabliftied his 
reputation beyond the reach of 
malignancy or competition; and 
he was. protected, by a folemn 
vote of the Houfe of Commons, 
from the anathemas and interdic- 
tions of the College. We may 
judge of the refpe^able ftate of 
his finances, when, on being de- 
fired to name the remuneratibn he 
expefted from his royal patient, 
he replied, that permiffion to drive 
his equipage (which was remark- 
able for bulky magnificence) 
through St. James's Park, would 
be the moft gratifying fee. In ad- 
dition to this diflinguifiiing mark 
of royal favor, promotion was af- 
terwards beftowed on his nephew, 
General Ganfell, whofe military 
refcue firom an arreil afforded fuel, 
many years afterwards, to the in- 



flammatopy but well-written invec- 
tive of Junius. 

The circumftance, of medicines 
once fo celebrated being now al- 
moin forgotten, has induced certain 
adepts in the art of doubting, to 
queftion their having ever been 
really entitled to the reputation 
they once enjoyed. When we- re- 
collect the bafis of thefe prepara- 
tions, it would be fooliih and ab« 
furd to doubt their active powei^, 
particularly when we confider the 
miracles of chemiftry, and its 
wonder-working operations on a 
mineral, feledted from the materia 
medica by one who, whatever his 
defe6ts might be in the regular 
college routine, was confe&dly. 
poflefled of gifts which, though no 
iciences, are fairly worth them all, 
acutenefs and common fenfe. 

To this may be added an obfer* 
vation, which I have had occafion 
to mention more than once in this 
collection. It is, that the bulk of 
mankind require more than com- 
mon inducements to entice them 
to purfue the path which leads to 
their own welfare and real intereflL 
Common motives have been founrf 
generally infufiicient. Something 
more than mere light and (hade 
are required, to enliven the (till 
picture of private life, and the 
dull uniformity of bare utility. To 
render it attractive, it muft be oc- 
cafionally varied, embelliihed, and 
contrafted, by the romantic wild- 
n6fs of Salvator, the painful dis- 
plays of Spagnoletti, the delicate 
ftrokes of a Titian, and the mor- 
bidezza of Guido. ^ In a word, 
fancy, imagination, and folendor, 
muft be called in ; fenfibinty nnift 
be awakened, pri(ie foothed, and 
enthufiafm 
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cnthufiafin rouzed, to forward the 
wholefome impreffions of truth and 
plain fa<^. To take advantage of 
this theory, which I have enforced 
and exemplified in the article Pa- 
racelfus, and to apply it, with 
dexterity, to the various wants and 
wifhes of mankind, feems the 
whole myftery of quackery, in law, 
phyfic, and divinity. 

A cool, fober-headed Englifh- 
man, with all his prejudices againft 
the eccentricities, whims, and ca- 
prices of his French neighbours, 
if indifpofed, and advifed to take 
phyfic by his family apothecary, 
would, perhaps, liften to him with 
forly impatience, and, after many 
ftruggles, fubmit to his difcipline 
with the naufea of hopelefs indif- 
ference. Perhaps the fame odd 
compound of fleih and blood, vir- 
tue and infirmity, would attend 
with admiration to the flourifhing 
harangue of an empirick, defcend- 
ing from his fplendid vehicle ; fur- 
vey his liveries and his equipage 
with complacency, and after hear- 
ing of fpecifics, anodynes, and 
cordials, fwallow all he heard and 
all he faw with implicit confidence, 
on being told, that my Lord Dafh- 
all had found vaft benefit, or that 
Lady Mary Jehu had taken them 
with wonderful efFe6t. Before we 
fmile at or condemn fuch condu6l, 
let us be well aflured, that on the 
mod important occafions of life, 
we have afted with more confift- 
cncy, or been guided by greater 
wifdom. 

The following jeu d'efprit ap- 
peared in a public print in the 
year 1736; it was occafioned by 
Dr. Ward, the Chevalier Taylor, 
Miid Mrs. Mapp, a famous bone- 



fetter, appearing together in the 
boxes at the theatre in Lincoln's 
Inn-Fields. Part of the entertain- 
ment of the evening confided of a 
piece in which mock reprefcnta- 
tives of thefe three celebrated per- 
fonages were introduced on the 
flage. 

While Mapp to th' a6tors fliew*d 

a kind regard. 
On one fide Taylor fat, on th' 

other Ward ; 
When their mock perfons of the 

drama came. 
Both Ward and Taylor thought 

it hurt their fame ; 
Wonder*d how Mapp cou'd in 

good humor be ; 
Zounds, cry'd the manly dame, 

it hurts not me^ 
Quacks without art may either 

blind or kill, 
But demonftratim fhews that mine 

is fkill. 

It may be no improper appen- 
dix to Ward*s article, to obferve, 
that his cotemporary, Mrs. Mapp, 
the fubje£l of the preceding pa- 
negyric, was the daughter of a 
bone fetter, in North Wiltftiire, 
and remarkable for mafculine form 
and coarfe manners ; from natural 
acutenefs, and the opportunities 
afforded by her father's pra6tice, 
having turned her attention to the 
management of fractures and dif- 
locations, and acquired confidera- 
ble dexterity, particularly in the 
application of bandages, (he fettled 
at Epfom, and in the infolence of 
fuccefs, or the prefumption of real 
merit, advertifed, that (he would 
not fuffer any medical man to fee 
her apply a roller, without a 
previous fee of five guineas. 

Having, 
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Having rouzed the avaricious 
hopes of a lover, by the little for-, 
tune which her father had left, in 
a thoughtlefs moment flic married, 
but her pei fon not being attradtive, 
this fkithlefs partner retreated with 
the whole of her property. Bereft 
of father, hulband, and money, 
our undaunted female bore her 
misfortune with refolution, and, 
by induftry or bold practice, ac- 
quired confiderable profit and fame 
in her paternal profeffion ; was pa- 
tronized by Sir Hans Sloane, and 
being frequently fent for to town ; 
on fuch occafions it was her pride 
or her folly to appear in a coach 
and four. 

A medical friend, by traditional 
information of his father, from 
Sir Hans, informs me, that the 
cafes in which our female jTurgeon 
fucceeded, were for the m'ofl part, 
fra6lures, which had never united, 
and that the whole fecret of her 
procefs was, to endeavour, by va- 
rious, and often violent means, to 
excite a new inflammation, which 
generally caufed the bone to unite, 
and effe6tually anfwered the defired 
purpofe. 

In one of her vifits to the me- 
tropoiis, from the grandeur of her 
equipage, or the peculiarity of her 
drefs, alongloofe robe, our adven- 
turer being miftaken for a miftrefs 
of the old King, or fome unpo- 
pular German perfonage, was Itop- 
ped, furrounded, and bitterly re- 
viled by the mob. On being in- 
formed' of the jeopardy of her 
fituation, flie extricated herfelf 
from it with admirable prefence of 
mind, by the following laconic 
addrefs to the multitude, for whofe 
meridian it was admirably calcu- 
lated, *' Damn your bloods, don^ 
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you know me ? I am Mrs. Mapp, 
the bone-fetter." The crowd huz- 
za'd, the coachman fmacked his 
whip, and conveyed his miftrefs 
in triumph and fafety to her houfe. 
With the ufual profufion of thofe 
who get money eafily, and in the 
infatuation particularly incident to 
perfons of her defcriptiori, flie 
lived without prudence, and died 
in abfolute want. 

WESTLEY, JOHN, though 
not abfolutely the founder 
of his fe6t, an early, a confidera- 
ble, and zealous methodift preach- 
er, who appears to have felefted, 
with fagacity, his religious fyftem 
from the Catholic, Geneva, Lu- 
theran, and Moravian churches. 
By courting perfecution and invit- 
ing contempt (with him, a ftivorite 
tenet) he fuccefsfully worked on a 
powerful paffion of the human 
breaft, which conciliates us more 
readily to thofe,. who praftifing or 
affeding the fins and infirmities 
common to our nature, place them- 
felves on a flattering level with the 
herd and bulk of mankind, whofe 
pride is wounded, and refentment 
excited, by a prefumptuous pre- 
tenfion to manners more corred, 
and conduft more perfe6^, than 
their own. 

On this foundation ftonc of felf 
degradation, he reared a ftrufture 
of popularity, fanatic defpotifm, 
influence, and charitable contribu- 
tion, which, falling' little fliort of 
the fplendid pinnacles of Dominick 
and Ignatius, promifes to far ex- 
ceed them in ftability and dura- 
tion. 

During his infancy, a houfe in 
which he was fleepirig being on 
fire, the child was fnatched from 
the bed with much difficulty, and 

L 1 narrowly 
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lorrovly escaped burning. <^ Ex 
igae ereptus," he happily applied 
to himfeif ; and this brand caught 
from the fire, afterwards proved a 
ccalousy ufeful, and« I believe, a 
very confcientioiis man. 

It may probably be expected, 
that I fhould join the cry againft 
the enthufiafm and rant of metho- 
difm. But, while we have an in- 
dolent clergy, I fee no medium 
for the lower ranks of mankind 
to^bferve, between a total dire! ic- 
tien of religious duties, or their 
following, what I readily agree 
they tdo often prove — blind guides. 

Yet, with all Its evils, and with 
foaae abfurdities, nnethodifm has 
been found eifed:ual in purifying 
tile vulgar and aoiending the mob, 
wbo require (and why are they 
act to be indulged ?) other motives, 
and inflruments more powerful 
than, reafon and common fenfe, to 
alarm, to rouze and ftimulate their 
hopes and fears. A fcore or two 
of weak-headed people hanging or 
drowning themfelves, and a dozen 
or two ludy baftards, got by their 
▼igorous paftors in an unguarded 
Rioment, is furely purchafing, at 
a cheap rate, regularity of man- 
ners, peace, and order, among 
our hewers of wood and drawers 
of water. 

Mr. Weftley diffiifed among a 
defperate, a dangerous, and dege- 
nerate race of men, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Briftol, a love of de- 
cency and religious knowledge ; a 
praife - worthy and meritorious 
work! 

To fpread o*er American wilds, 
order and civilization ; to pour on 
the ailonifbed mind of the favagc 
cannibal, gofpel truths ; to bend 
untutored ignorance to faith or 



acquiffeence, have filgnalized the 
martyr, and canonized the . faint. 
Yet I am of opinion, that greater 
difHculties and dangers prefent 
themfelves to the reclaimer of a 
wallowing European, from filthy 
iniquity and furly ignorance ; the 
man who attempts to coerce and 
reftrain inveterate habits, furious 
palfions, and to perfuade animals, 
fcarcely fufceptible of any plea- 
fure, but grofs and fenfual gratifi- 
cation, has obfhicles to furmount, 
unknown to an inftru6tor of the 
fimple but unpolluted ions of na- 
ture. 

A few months fince, palling a 
confiderable thoroughfare, fur- 
rounded by the inns of court, I 
was a fp*»&ator of the different 
treatment preachers of the gofpel 
experience, in different fituations. 
Being flopped by a crowd, the 
voice and zeal of an itinerant 
holder- forth excited my attention. 
I liftened to his extempore ha* 
rangue, which was animated, fen- 
fibte, and well delivered. His 
efforts were fervent, his language 
clear, and his arguments, drawn 
from heaven and hell, death and 
judgment, were affecting. The 
multitude was motionlefs and fi- 
lent, when two beadles made their 
appearance, fuddenly laid hands 
on the preacher, and led him off 
(I think illegally) in diigrace. — 
A boy from the fame fpot might 
have thrown a flone againft a 
church, which affords a iinecure 
of eight hundred pounds a year to 
a young Oxonian, whojs an ex- 
cellent (hot, and rides the beft geld- 
ing in a neighbouring county. 

It was the fate of Mr. VVeftley 
to come under the laih of War- 
burton, who, in his Do^rine of 
Grace, 
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Grace, after much of (what Dry 
den would have caUcd) horfe-play, 
fays, that the devil adted as mid- 
wite to Weftley's new-born babes. 
" In Warburton's work" ((ays the 
late Mr. Badcock) *' there is too 
much levity for a bifhop, and too 
much illiberal abufe for a Chrif- 
tian." 

The following bold apoflroph^ 
occurs in fomc of Weftley'a pro- 
du£J:ions. " If I leave behind me 
ten pounds, above my debts, and 
the little arrears of my fellowfhip, 
let every one bear witnefs againft 
me, that I lived and died a thief 
and a robber," The pofthumous 
ftate of his finances eftablillied the 
truth of this animated declaration. 

Part of a hymn on a dying fe- 
male finner, written by this apof- • 
tie of methodifm, is worth re- 
cording ; it once made a ftrong 
imprellion on me, and diffufed a 
not unpleafing melancholy over 
my mind, on hearing it recited 
by one, whom I have not often 
heard without emotion, and feldom 
without improvement. To this 
lady my colle6tion is indebted for 
the article afiigned to Mrs. Wooll- 
ftoncroft, in this volume. The 
following are Mr. Weftiey*s affe6t- 
ing Stanzas. 

Ah, lovely appearance of death ! 
No fight upon earth is fo fair; 

Not all the gay pageants tiiat 
breathe 
Can with a dead body com- 
pare: . , 

With foiemn delight I furvey 
A corpfe when the fpirit isfled. 

In love with its beautiful clay, 
And wiftiingto lie in its ftead. 

The wanderer's head is at reft, 
Its aching and throbbing^ are 
o'er. 



The quiet, immoreable bretft. 
Is beav'd by afilidion no 
more. 

This heart is no longer the (eat 
Of ficknefs, of lorrow, and 
pain, 

It ceafes to flutter and beat, 
It never fhall flutter again* 

Thole lids ihe fo feldom cou*d 
clofe. 
By forrow forbidden to fleep, 

SeaPd up in eternal repofe, 
Have ftrangely forgotten to 
weep. 

It has been ftirewdhr faid, by 
the fubjed of the prefent article, 
in his Obfervations on the Hiftory 
of England (for he was led, by 
the verlatility of genius, to hiftory 
and phyfic, as well as divinity) 
that the' family of the Steuarts ne- 
ver had, at any //wr, a right to the 
Englifti crown. He fupports this 
aflertion from the circumftance of 
Ifabella, confort of King John, 
being the wife of another nwn, 
the Count de la Marche, at the 
time the King married her, which 
certainly baftardized her children 
by John. But even John himfelf 
had no right, for prior to him was 
Matilda, trom whom King George 
the Third is lineally defcended. 

The Primitive Phyfic of Mr. 
Weftley had the merit of good de- 
fign, but venturing out of his 
depth, in a fubjjs^t, on which he 
trufted to exploded receipts and 
fantaftic whim, rather than judi- 
cious authors, or a^ual obferva- 
tion ; many of his remedies are 
inefFeftual, too many highly dan- 
gerous, and the work laid him 
open to the attacks of his enemies. 

A modern writer, who has ad- 
ded the energy of truth to good 
poetry, mt ahunxj^ unifeed, has paid 

L 1 2 a fincere 
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a fincere tribute of praife to a man, 
who fpent a long and active life in 
the fcryice of his fellow creatures. 

Round Weftley's urn no fan- 

guine laurels bloom, 
No widow^s curfes murmur on 

his tomb ; 
No blood-flain'd fpe^tres haunt 

his parting hour, 
Grin round his bed, and o'er 

his pillow lowV; 
No butchered orphan glares in- 
dignant by, 
To fcarc the flumbers from his 

doling eye ; 
But peace comes fmiling, with 

a leraph's wing. 
And deals the barb from death's 

relenting fling ; 
To his laft hours the good man's 

meed is given. 
Approving conscience, and 

approving heaven i 
With all the warmth that genius 

can impart, 
He pour'd the living precept on 

the heart ; 
Conford the feeble, and con- 

firm'd the ftrong, 
And led the timid fearlefsly 

along ; 
Grief, ficknefs, forrow, want, 

his bounties fhar'd, 
And needy worth was fure of 

its reward. 
Not even avarice, the vice of 

age, 
Clouded the luftre of his life's 

laft ftage ; 
Rich in the treafure of a feeling 

mind, 
He knew no good but that of 

all mankind. 

WICKLIFFE, JOHN, a 
ftudent of Merton, in the 
fourteenth century, and redtor of 



Canterbury College, Oxford, a 
foundation afterwards fvraDowed 
up in the fuperior, the magnificent 
ftru6lure, founded by Wolfey, at 
Chrift-church. 

Confeffedly a roan of genius and 
learning, he fulfilled the duties of 
his office with credit, till, by the 
intrigues of the Vatican, he was 
removed ; . his only crime being 
fupcrior talents, while the income 
of his re6torfhip attra^ed the ava- 
ricious wifhes of his fucceflbr, 
Woodhull, a hungry regular, who 
was at once hated and defpifed. 

It has been frequently obje^ed 
to Luther, that if the monopoly 
of indulgences enjoyed by his or- 
der had not been invaded, he 
would have held his peace. Per- 
haps, had Wickhffe been permit- 
ted by the primate to have remain- 
ed in his poft undifturbed, thofe 
religious doubts, firft produced by 
the injuftice of his opprefTors, had 
been diiTolved in the dangerous 
funfliine of luxurious eafe. But, 
as the Almighty only can read the 
fecrets of the heart, I will not de- 
cide on the motives of our intrepid 
reafoner, who was fpirited and 
energetic, while the majority of 
his cotemporaries were bound 
down by the fetters of credulity, 
and fcholaftic chima?ra ; who made 
rapid advances in demolifliing er- 
ror, and difftifing truth, at a pe- 
riod fo remotely anterior to Luther 
and Melancthon. 

The do6lrines which Wickliflfe 
publickly preached, and in which 
be was openly countenanced by the 
Duke of Lancafter and his fon, 
were wonderfully bold for the age 
in which he lived ; ihey are addi- 
tional pfoofs of a truth, which has 
been often inculcated io this work, 

that 
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that forcible argument, nncontro- 
vertiblededuftion, interefting truth, 
and even common fenfe, will not 
on all occafions, infure a favoura- 
ble reception from mankind, blind- 
ed by fuperftition, and prejudiced 
againft their benefactors, by the 
felfifli Aiggeftions of interefted and 
irritated teachers. A cafe more 
ftrong in point cannot be adduced, 
than the late Smithfield fires blazing 
at Birmingham, where the blind 
multitude, in the cant and literal 
phrafe of old times, were for burn- 
ing the \*(izard Prieftley. The hu- 
man mind mud be gradually train- 
ed and prepared, by the mild in- 
fluence of literature, philofophy, 
and fcience, or the precious feeds 
will fall on a foil, either choaked 
with weeds, or unfriendly to vege- 
tation. The tenets maintained 
by the fubje£t of this article were 
thtfe : 

I. The confecrated bread and 
wine, aie not the real body, but 
only the emblem or figure of 
Chrift. 

II. Rome is no more the head, 
than any other church, nor was 
more power given to Peter than 
the other apoules. 

III. When the church mifbe- 
haves, or makes an ill ufe of her 
endowments, it is not only lawful, 
but meritorious, for a prince or 
temporal lord, to take them away. 

IV. The Gofpel affords fufli-. 
cient direction for the conduct of 
a chriflian ; all other rules or dis- 
cipline eflabliflied by men, in 
matters of faith, may or may not 
be followed, according to the con- 
fcience or convictions of every in- 
dividual. 

WicklifFe, who contrary to the 
fate of many reformers^ died a 



natural death, was publickly exa- 
mined by his old enemies Arch- 
bifliop Langham, and Courtney^ 
Bifliop of London, before a va(t 
concourfe of people, in St. Paul's 
Church; he was accompanied by 
his patrons, the Duke of Lancafler 
and Lord Percy. On this occafion 
a difpute arofe between the bifliops 
and thefe noblemen," on a point 
of ceremony, whether WicklifFe 
fliould fit, or ftand ; which aroffc 
to fuch violence, that the people 
took the part of the bifhops with 
much heat and noife, and the 
meetfng broke up in confufion, 
after the following words had paf- 
fed between Courtney and the 
Duke. — Bifhop. *' It is unreafon- 
able that a clergyman cited before 
his ordinary, fhould fit during his 
anfwer. He fhall ftand." Duke 
of Lancafter. " Wickliffe, fit 
down; for you my lord bifliop, 
you are grown fo proud and arro- 
gant, I will take care to humble 
your pride, and that of all the pre- 
lates in England." 

Bifhop. " My confidence is in 
God alone, who gives me boldnefs 
to fpeak the truth." The Duke. 
Speaking foftly to Lord Percy, 
*' Rather than take this frorti the 
bifhop, t will drag him by the 
hair of his head, out of the 
church." 

This fpirited divine, who was 
Re6tor of Lutterworth in Leicef- 
terfhire, at a public meeting of 
the Clergy in that County, was 
reproached by Knighton, a Canon 
of Leicefter, in the following, 
words : " You have tranflated the 
gofpel of Chrift out of Latin into 
Englifli; that gofpel which was 
cntrufted to the Clergy . and the 
Dodors of the Church^ that they 

might 
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might minifler it to the laity and 
the weaker fort, according to the 
exigency of time and occaiion ; by 
jour mrans, this Scripture jewel, 
this evangelical pearl, has liecn 
rendered vulvar and of fniall ac- 
count, and will at lad be trodden 
under the feet of fwinc." ■ vVith 
equal propriety, and with the fame 
logical prerifion, Kniehton might 
have addreifed himfelf to the cut- 
kr, who furni(hed knives for the 
Diirpofe of eating dinners : '* You 
have done an impru<l:nt a.5\ion, 
you have put inftrumcnts of dc- 
il)i>^ion into hands, whirh may 
perpetrate mifchicf with them ; a 
paflionate man may plunj!;e one in- 
to the br)rc»ni of his neighbour, and 
with one of your weajwns, a dcf- 
ponding man may be templed to 
commit fuicide. 

WIDOW OF EPHESUS, 
the faithlefs rcli^ of a 
dotting hufliand, the circum- 
flances of whofe ftory, have been 
for ages related, and cmbclliflicd 
by poets, hiftorians, fat i rifts, and 
wits, for the purpofe of railing a 
laugh, at the expence of thofe 
widows who fM"opofe themfelves as 
patterns of inconfolable and ever- 
lafting affli^lion ; it proves, if any 
proof were wanting, that the moft 
outrageo\is expreffions of forrow 
and regret, may be fpeedily fol- 
lowed by flagitious conduct. 

A paffage in Petronius, and a 
baftb relievo, dug from the ruins 
of Nero's PaJace, are the moft an- 
ticnt and decifive teftimonics in 
favour of this tale, on the truth of 
which, learned men have not ex- 
actly agreed. The wcakntTs of 
human refolution, and the proba- 
bility of over a<^ed, great, oftenfi- 
ble forrowj not being always real. 



and feldom of long duration, hare 
however given currency to the 
anecdote, from the days of John of 
Saliibury, a Bifhop of the Gallican 
C hurch, at the ciofe of the twelfth 
century, to the time of Eufkce 
Defchamps, who, in 1393, com- 
pofed a (hort hiftory of^tbis dif- 
graceful tranfadtion in French 
verfe. A wire-drawn novel, on 
the fame fubje6l, publilhed in dno- 
decimo, at London, in i66c, un- 
der the aflumcd name of HarriS| 
fcarccly deferves to be mentioned ; 
though confidered and coveted, by 
the collejftors and connoiiTeurs, as 
a fcarcc book, it is a ftrange unin- 
terefting medley of wild digi elfionS| 
fceptic opinions, and culpable ob- 
fcenity. 

It IS not a little fingular, that 
among the various fuperftru£tures, 
built on the ground-word of Pe- 
tronius, Du Halde mentions a 
Chinefe publication, cad in a dra- 
matic form, and apparently bor- 
rowed from the frail (ubjed of the 
prefent article. Perhaps it may 
be faid, how could the Satyricon 
find its way to the libraries of 
Pekin ? To this it may be ai^- 
fwered, that human nature is the 
fame in all countries; that, with- 
out having perufcd the fatirift of 
Nero, a writer of common faga- 
city, and a little knowledge of the 
world, would naturally del'cribe 
widows like their fex, inconftant, 
and young men as hot-headed 
and amorous. Coniiderable light, 
it muft be confefted, would have 
been thrown on the fubjedt, had 
our indefatigable compiler, whofe 
materials are not, in every in- 
ftance, to be received with im- 
plicit faith, had he told us, whe- 
ther the book in c^ueftion, was of 
a date 
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« date remotely anterior to the 
arrival of the firft Miffionaries in 
Afia. 

The frail fnbje<5t of my pre- 
fent article, has atForded materials 
to various writers. The following 
is taken from an old book in ob- 
folete French, and the production 
of the fourteenth century. **//«?«///* 
fays the writer, ^^^ Jolt qui en mau^ 
*vefe fame fe fie'' 

A brave but gentle knight, was 
bleffed with a tender and loving 
help- mate, who was the delight of 
his heart, and the pleafure of his 
life; they were coniidtred as pat- 
terns of conjugal love and nuptial 
felicity. But ail earthly happinefs 
is tranfitory. The dame was fore- 
ly and fuddenly opprefled with a 
grievous malady, from which, al- 
though (he at laft recovered, her 
jbnd bulband, from the efFe<Sts of 
anxiety and broken reft, on a de- 
licate conftitution, languiihed for 
a few months, and died. No 
bounds were fet to the lamenta- 
tions of his unhappy widow, {he 
obftinatcly refiifed the Toothings of 
comfort, and the refrefliment of 
food, and vowed, that the ihort 
remainder of her days fhould be 
devoted to folitude and grief; that, 
by fo doing, Ihe might honour the 
memory of that beloved man, who, 
for her prefervation, had facrificed 
his own life. 

She followed his body to the 
grave; and after the funeral rites 
were performed, throwing, herfelf 
on the fepulchre, with difhevelled 
hair, (liowers of tears, and heart- 
rending groans, declared, that the 
hand of death alone, Ihould tear 
her from that fpot, which contain- 
ed the remains of all that was dear 
to her on earth. Her friends 



made allowance for violent Ian* 
guage and frantic gefture, when 
they confidered the magtiitude of 
her lofs, and hoping, that the obli- 
vious hand of time, would diminifh 
the fharpnefs of her pangs, re- 
qucfted her to quit the dreary man- 
lion of death, and withdraw to 
her own houle. But words avail- 
ed nothing, and, after repeated ex- 
poftulations, they left the difcon- 
folate fair one in her family vault, 
which had been lately erected with 
great magnificence by her hulband, 
obferving to place in the maufo- 
leum, lights, food, furniture, and 
additional cloaths. 

It was the cuftom of that age, 
whenever a maleiadtor was hang- 
ed, to expofe his body for fevei-al 
days on the gibbet, as. an impref- 
five example; and to prevent its 
being ftolen, which relations, on 
fuch occafions, were generally 
eager to do, that they might bur/ 
a fight fo reproachful to their fa- 
milies ; a centinel was placed on the 
fpot during the night. It hap- 
pened, that on the very day of the 
interment before mentioned, a rob- 
ber had been executed, and at no 
great diftance from the widow^s 
lubterraneous apartment. The 
midnight hour approached, and in 
that fevere feafon of the year, 
when moft men would prefer a 
fire fide, and a jovial board, to 
a nipping froft, and the keeping 
watch over an executed criminal. 

The foldier on duty, was a 
vigorous well formed young man, 
of creditable birth, and decent 
education ; of the thoufands of un- 
happy individuals, who form the 
armies of modern Europe, a com- 
mon inftance, who, by entering the 
fervice in a moment of ievky, in- 
^ toxication. 
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toxication, or difappointed love, 
had, by one ra(h flep, laid a lafl- 
ing foundation of vain repentance, 
for the reft of his life. Imagining 
that in fuch a night, there would 
be little danger of furprize, and 
finding that he could not keep 
himfelf warm by motion, he re- 
iblved to retire a few m mutes from 
his poft, for the purpofe of procur- 
ing an additional garment, and a 
cordial draught, to warm his fto- 
mach. 

Perceiving a light ifTue from the 
door of the vault, he knocks, and 
on being aueftioned who he is, 
and when<5e he came, briefly re- 
lates his (lory, adds that he is al- 
moft frozen to death, and begs ad- 
miflion, and a little refrefliment. 
After fome delay, with mutual in- 
jundions and promifes of good 
behaviour, the door is opened, 
and a cup of wine revives the 
foldier's fpirits. He looks around 
him with aftonifhment, fees, with 
furprize, a lovely female immured 
in the caverns of death ; he fwal- 
lows a fecond glafs, and as love 
and good liquor render moft men 
eloquent, makes feveral fruitlefs 
attempts to enter into converfa- 
lion. The widow anfwers with great 
relu£lance, but at length gives him 
to underftand, that flie had firmly 
refolved to live and die with the 
corpfe of her hufband. He will 
not at firft believe what he hears ; 
expatiates on the folly of a young 
and beautiful woman, burying her- 
felf alive ; and infifts, that the beft 
tribute ftie can pay to the knight'.s 
memory, would be to return, with- 
out delay, to fociety, and fpend 
the income he had generoufly left 
her, in a6ts of charity and bene- 
volence, rather than thus unrea* 



fonably devote hcrfclf to fackcloth 

and afhes for life. 

After gently chidine him for 
having introduced a lubje^ on 
which file had irrevocably made 
up her mind, ihe repents' having 
admitted the ftranger, and prdies 
bim inftantly to leave her. He 
profetTes great concern that his ad- 
vice ftiould give offence, thanks 
her in a graceful manner for her 
hofpitality, and hurries back to 
fee that the body is fafe : but in his 
abfence, the brother of the perfon 
who had undergone the fentence 
of the law, watched bis opporta- 
nity, and conveyed ir away. Ter- 
rified at the circumftance, and con- 
vinced that death or fevere puniih- 
ment would be the certain confe- 
quence of having quitted his, poft, 
the centinel fceks in vain for that 
which was loft, and, in the un- 
ceafing reftleflhefs of vexatfon, 
wanders, without exaftly know- 
ing why, to the maufoleum of the 
knight. In the mean time, his 
perfon and advice had made a 
deep impreffion, and in fpite of 
the imperious voice of honour, 
had driven every idea of her clay- 
cold hulband from the widow's 
mind. 

He requefts admiflion. The well 
known voice produces in her 
breaft a violent but fliort lived 
ftruggle of duty and inclination. 
He enters, and his fight gives to 
great love a vidlory compleat. A 
vidory however not without thofe 
reiterated rallies, thofe exquifite 
recollections of what we ought, 
but what we cannot do, which 
decency, in every facrifice, feems 
to demand, and which give an 
air of dignity and decorum, even 
to defeat. The foldier, with ter- 
ror 
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For in his looks, relates his mis- 
fortune, declares himfelf a loft 
man, and that difgrace and death 
will be his inevitable portion. 
*' It would be a pity," replied the 
fair tenant of the manfion, in a 
foftened tone, " it would be a 
pity^ that fo well difpofed a man 
as you appear to be, fhould mifera- 
bly perifli ' in the prime of your 
days ; but, alas ! what can be done, 
what can a forlorn, a deferted wo- 
man do r* ** It was by lifl'ning 
to that voice, and by the fafci na- 
tion of thofe eyes, that I omitted 
returning to my poft, and would 
they but look kindly on me," re- 
plied the centinel, gently preffing 
her unreludtant hand, but unable, 
from the tumult in his own breaft, 
to read the palpable and (ignificant 
emanations from her eyes, which 
pronounced her irrecoverably loft ; 
** would they but look kindly on 
me," replied thevtimid, the blind, 
the infatuated lover, " it would 
be ample compenfation for death 
in its moft terrible fliape." " Alas," 
cried the dame, " where is my 
widow's vow, where is the me- 
mory, refpe^, and unremitting 
forrow, for my departed -hulband ; 
ah, remorfelefs bewitching young 
man, you have baniftied them 
fi'om my breaft for ever. Ought 
I to exped good faith in a fecoud, 
who tave fo fpeedily, (and indeed 
I blufh at my weaknefs) fo fpeedi- 
ly been taught to forget the obliga- 
tions due to my firft. Ah, un- 
grateful foldier, if you deceive me, 
but I will not believe it poffible; 
I yield to the omnipotence of love, 
who, like neceffity, is the parent 
of many inventions, and he points 
out what muft be done, to fnatch 
you from a >;ruel death. 
Vol, JL 



" The dead body, fo lately de* 
poiited in .tliis vault, muft fupply 
the place of that which has been 
taken away, there is neither fenfa- 
tion, refentment, hope or fear 
with the dead. Heaven is my 
witnefs, that while I was a wife, 
nothing was omitted, on my part, 
for the folace and comfort of my 
departed hulband." They inftant- 
ly opened the coffin, and bearing 
the corpfe between them, convey- 
ed the knight from his fumptuous 
raaufoleum, and fufpended him 
on the ignominious tree. ' So 
mourn 'd the dame of Ephefus her 
love, and fo was comforted.' 

Thus far moft of the narratives 
tally, but their conclufions are 
widely different; in one inftance, 
the happy pair, after having given 
and received fo decifive a proof of 
attachment, become man and wife. 
In another, the Lady having in- 
formed the Soldier, that it is in 
her power to relieve him from his 
embarraffment, makes, in a man- 
ner not the moft confiftent with 
female delicacy, a previous agree- 
ment, that if her plan fucceeds, he 
ftiali accept of her hand in wed- 
lock ; but, after a performahce of 
the agreement on her ' part, the 
quondam lover declares, in a furly 
tone, that a woman of her charac- 
ter is not to be trufted, and quits 
her abruptly. In a third inftance, 
the poor widow is made to take 
an aftive and indecorous part, in 
maiming and mutilating her huf- 
band, that his body may not ap- 
pear different from that of the 
malefadtor; and the perfidious 
centinel, after receiving fuch an . 
inconteftible mark of regard, in- 
ftead of .repaying her love with 
warm returns of rapture and en- ^ 

M^ ni dearment, 
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detrment, i> he had at firft taught 
her to expt£k ; fpurns hrr rudely 
from his embrace, reproaches her 
in bitter language, with oaths and 
execrations, for her unnatural in- 
fen(ibility« and want of nuptial af- 
ledion; declares, that if he had 
been weak enough to marry her, 
he fliould expeft to be fpeedily 
fupplanted and murdered by fome 
more vigorous and fucceisful ri- 
val. He then, with more of the 
Hern feverity of judicial execution, 
than of gratitude or gallantry, 
which would have taught, that it 
was for him the uhhappy woman 
had forgot her fex and herfelf, 
unlheaths his fword, and* at one 
ftroke, feparates her head from her 
body. 

With fo much unmerited oblo- 
quy, and fo much of unfeeling ridi- 
cule, attached to the deferted (bte 
of a widow, a (late to which the 
woman of our hrart may the next 
moment be reduced ; mav we be 
permitted to paiifc and iiflcft. 

" By the infurmountabic bar- 
rier or a teftamentary forfeiture, 
mj better half (hall be guarded from 
nuptial abfurdity and indifcretion,** 
fays a man of prudence and fore- 
fight, ** ihe (hall not have it in 
her power tn wade the inheritance 
of my forefathci'S, and the fruits 
of the induftry of my paft life, on 
1 youthful paramour of eighteen, 
or a brawny citizen of Tipj)erary.** 

The pruc'cnt man fickens, and 
dies; hisnarchment-l)ound widow, 
in the mid-day of life, ru(hes from 
her weeds, after fix long months, 
into the world. 1 or many years, 
in the uniiiterruptc-d habits of nup- 
tial endearment and legal gratifica- 
tion, and with nil her pallions 
about her, (he finds a ci-ucli an un* 



ju(Hfiable embargo laid on the fird 

freat law of nature ; laid on too, 
y a met cilcfs Egyptian tafk-mafter, 
who had prepared a burthen, to 
which his whole life proved, his 
own back was uneoual; a tafk- 
mafter, who within dx months of 
his wedding day, had a littU/nu^ 
things in the new buildings at 
Marvbone; who would himfelf, 
had he been the furvivor, have been 
dropping fugar plumbs into the 
mouth of fome forward hoyden, 
or country coufin, or been hugging 
the gi-eaiy btauties of his cook- 
wench, before the body of his 
dereafcd wife, was cold in her 
(hroud. 

" Thefe are your moral philo- 
fophen, who would enforce the 
rigid maxims of chaflity and for- 
bearance," cries his injured rclift, 
in the inquietude, which unnatural 
compulfion, and unjuflifiable coer- 
cion, ever produce; (lie wanders 
into the forbidden rccclFcs of vo- 
luptuous indulgence, and af Lift 
finks into the abvfs of infamy and 
deftnic'tion. *' What thrn is'ro be 
done !*• exclaims the anxious father 
of a family, with a will vohimin- 
oufly extended into unceafing pro- 
vifionary inuendocb, a dexterous 
attorney at his elbow, and that 
devil, a fortune-hunter, waiting to 
ftcp into his fhoes, haunting his 
imagination — What is to l>e done? 

•* Is thci-e no way ?** 

If you have children, fettle on 
them, to the uttermofl farthing, 
the ivhole of your fortune, what- 
ever be its amount, to be equally 
divided betw.ccn them after your 
own death, and that of their mo- 
ther. Bequeath to your widow, 
fuppofmg her to be lefs than fifty 
years of age, abfolutcJy, and ir/i- 
ckgged 
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cloggedjnx)ith condttionsy an annuity 
for her life, generoufly propor- 
tipnate to the magnitude of your 
fortune. 

On the fubje£l of future mar- 
riage, let her be perfe<Slly at liber- 
ty, nor expofe yourfelf, by the 
fatal, the fool i lb, the frequent er- 
ror, of fuppofing, that her con- 
du(fi. whom generofity does not 
influence, will ever be rendered 
correct by legal reftridion. And 
it is furely far preferable, that the 
fharer of your bliisful hours, the 
ibother of your early cares, your 
children's mother and guide, 
whofe conduft and example muft 
have a powerful efFeft on their 
future lives ; it is far preferable 
th^t (he (hould again enter the 
flate of wedlock, though not in 
every refpeft, according to your 
wifhes; than that ihe fhould ex- 
hibit to the world, as in too many 
late inflances has been done, a 
fhocking, and odious fpeftacle of 
age without decorum, of a life 
commenced in honour, but end- 
ing in (hameful proftitution. 

In declining life, when the pulfe 
pught to beat with fober tempera- 
ment, and indicate only a nurfe 
or a night-cap, there can be no 
poffible objection againft prevent- 
ing tottering imbecility, and hoary 
impotence, from committing the fin 
of matrimony, under circumflan- 
ces, in which, avarice, folly, or 
worfe motives, mufl on one fide 
or other, have been predominant. 
In fuch cafes, legal" interdi6tion 
feems as necelfary to fecond child- 
hood, as fett'*rs for a dcfperate 
felon, or the coercion of a ftrait 
waiflcoat, for an unmanageable 
madman. 



ILLAN, JOHN, a liable, 
boy, at Barnet, and a con* 
traftor for providing the artillery 
with horfes, who (to ufe a com- 
mon, and as a foreigner tells me, 
our national charaderiflic ex- 
preflion) died nxiwih a hundred 
thoufand pounds. In the humble 
condition of an attendant at the 
Red- Lion, he attracted the notice 
of the Duke of Cumberland, in 
the year 1745, by his unwearied 
diligence and fobriety, but more 
particularly by his accurate know- 
ledge of every thing relating to the 
difeafes, the form, the value, and 
the comforts of the horfe. 

It is not to celebrate an hoftler, 
though merit and affiduity in any 
ftation deferve praife, it • is not to 
work up infignificance into hero- 
ifm, of which a good-natured critic 
accufes me, that this article is in- 
troduced. Willan by humble, but 
honed induftry, raifed himfelf from 
obfcurity to affluence and fplendor ; 
without being injurioufly crafty, 
he attained dexterity in purfuits 
where numbers fail. For thefe rea- 
fons, in my opinion he deferved 
this (hort memorial ; but it was to 
enforce an important, a fometimcs 
forgotten leflbn, that I mentioned 
his name in this place. His qua^ 
lifications were of a di{lin6t pecu- 
liar kind, and fortunate accident 
placed him in a line, where thofe 
qualifications, ando«/v//M?enable4 
him to do credit to his patron, 
ferve his country \\ ith fidelity, and 
lay a foundation for the name and 
fortunes of his family. 

In the various occurrences of 
life, who does not lament a diffe- 
rently conduced diftribution ? who 
can fee without indignation, many 

M mz an 
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an official fituation occupied by 
the iniignificant tools of parliamen- 
tary inicrcft, or miniftcrial favour, 
without one talent or attainment 
from nature or education, to ena- 
ble them to difcharge their duty 
with public applaud, or private 
fatisfe6tion ? In thcfe and a thou- 
fand other inftanccs, motives to- 
tally foreign to rcquifite perfor- 
mance, are thrown into the pre- 
ponderating fcale, by party parti- 
ality, and private fr iendftiip. I 
have known men advanced to 
offices of high efficiency and re- 
fponfibility, for the following cu- 
rious reafons, becaufe they were 
God-children to their patrons, 
becaufe they were odious in a pre- 
ceding reign, had faved a favorite's 
life, or repeatedly forfeited their 
own. The aflTociate of a Pharo 
table has often obtained the com- 
mand of a fleet, from which a 
worthy character has been difniif- 
fed, in a career of the moft brilliant 
viflory : a well-played rubber at 
whifl, being an excellent iliot, a 
keen fox hunter, a three bottle 
man, a hummer of a catch and 

flee, or a wjonderful man at Burton- 
ynfent, have been the means of 
providing many a comfortable re- 
treat at the Admiralty, the Cuf- 
toms, the Treafury, the Stamps, 
or the Excife, for men, whofe 
abilities in any other refpe£V, 
fcarcely qualified them for tlW hum- 
ble office of figning a Treafury- 
ii^arrant, or voting a congratula- 
tory addrefs. 

In private life, this prepofterous 
mifconception, or interefted mif- 
tpplication of ability, is fometimes 
diitreffing, and fometimes ridicu- 
lous, more cfpecially as it occa- 
fionally appeals to our duty, as 



chriflians, and our feelings as men. 
I have known a perfon, who not- 
withflanding his being a very poor 
Jchdlar^ and an invincible brogue, 
was forced on a family as a Mailer 
of Languages, becaufe he was 
father of a numerous offspring, 
who had loft their mother. A 
furgeon was once irrcfiftibly re- 
commended to me at a , water- 
ing-place, who was paralytic and 
purblind; but I could not pof- 
fibly objeft to his bleeding me, 
as he was a very worthy creature, 
and befides had been unfortunate 
in the world. It is not many years 
fince, a man was crammed down 
the throats of a borough in the 
Weft, by a noble peer, as a Sing- 
ing-Mafter, with one eye, and a 
defeat in the palate of his mouth, 
becaufe he was diftantly related to 
a French furgeon, who had been 
particularly ioitunate, in his treat- 
ment of My Lord, on his tour. 
Taylors verfed in all arts, but 
that of making cloaths, Butchers 
who deal in carrion, and Lawyefs 
who know more of whift than the 
ftatutes ; Authors, who underftand 
more of cookery than grammar ; 
Phyficians, who are readier at re- 
tailing fcandal, than prefcribing ; 
and Surgeons, who think more of 
running-horfes than their patient?, 
are on every orcafion, ruftiing in 
at the avenues of prejudice, or of 
recommendatory commiferation, to 
deprive us of the advantages of 
profeffional eminence, extraordi- 
nary genius, and mechanic dex- 
terity. 

Will: A MS, Mr. the 
fchool-fellow, the confi- 
dential friend, and afterwards, the 
private feci etary, of Richard Wefl, 
£fq. Keeper ot the feals in Ireland, 

in 
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in the reign of George the Firft. 
This gentleman is mentioned for 
the fake of introducing a letter 
well worth recording, which in 
the vigilant anxiety of real, difin- 
terefted friendfhip, he wrote to 
the Wi(Jow of his Patron, on the 
fubje<^ of her- Son, Mr. Richard 
Weft, a yo\jng man of lively ima- 
gination, and elegant manners; 
who, vibrating between a love of 
ITterarv leifure, and the feverity of 
profeifional ftudy, incurred the 
rifque of finking into fordid fupine- 
nefs. 

A tendency to this inglorious 
eafe, is the misfortune of the age, 
the natural effect of morbid re- 
finement, on an immenfe popula- 
tion, from which, and from the 
circumllance of genteel employments^ 
fufliciently numerous, not offering 
for the marry candidates, our Cof- 
fee-houfes are filled with liftlefs 
loungeis, and our jails with wretch- 
ed prifoners, the unhappy vidims 
of pride and vanity, bad education, 
and parental infatuation. 

This unfortunate, but often, in- 
genious race of men, has been 
lately tagg'd in rhyme, with , a 
clafs of individuals, to whom they 
bear a near refemblance, and in 
whom, the fame character is occa- 
fionally blended, the verfatilefcrib- 
lers of the day ; by a noble Duke 
and a pleafant man ; 

Bards aimoft crowd as much as 
gentlemen, 
is, T believe, his Grace's verfe. 

It may be neceffary to obferve, 
that the Lady, to wl\om the letter 
I propofe reciting, is addreiTed, 
was a daughter of Biftiop Burnet ; 
and that the young man, who is 
the fubjeft of it, was in habits of 
the clofefl Intimacy with Mr. Gray, 



a man fcrupuloufly nice in the 
choice -of his afTociates. Several 
of his letters, preferved by Mr. 
Mafon, and his Ode to May, de- 
ferved and obtained the praife of 
Dr. Johnfon. But 1 mufl not be 
prating at the threfhold ; the letter, 
at leaft a good part of it, was as 
follows. 

Lyo«T, yan, 12, 1739. 

" I often 

think of my friend Dick, and 
write on purpofe that you may 
communicate what I fay to him. 
You have not fpoke of him a great 
while; from whence I conclude 
two things, that he is pretty well, 
but does not ftudy the law ; if he 
did, your fatisfa6lion and his, 
would foon make me hear of k. 
Young people do not fee far, and, 
what is worfe, do not care to be 
advifed by thofe who can. They 
will not be the better for cur ex- 
perience. What would I not un- 
dertake, were I twenty years of 
age, and with my prefent know- 
ledge of the world? It is at his 
fervice. 

" I have often confidered his 
averfion to the law, and lament it, 
becaufe it is a natural, and aimoft 
a fure method of advancing him- 
felf. His father's name, fo much- 
efteemed, his friends and mine, 
with his own parts, could fcarcely 
have failed. He has no fortune, 
at leaft, none futlirient to keep 
him clean, unlefs in retirement, 
which I know, (though perhaps he 
docs not) he never will chufe. 
My cafe and his were much the 
fame. With fmall expectations of 
fortune, and lively parts, I was 
foon introduced into good compa- 
ny ; they were pleafed, and I was 
flattered. ** My Boy," faid my 
Father, 
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Father, who was an excellent ma- 
thematician, but knew very little 
of the world, " My Boy (hall 
qualify himfelf for polite circles, 
and fome one or other of thefe 
great men will provide for him." 
I dire<^ly ftudied French, Italian, 
dancing, fencing, riding, draw- 
ing, heraldry, and mulic. In 
(hort I was to be made a fine gen- 
tleman, as foon as poflible. Inftead 
of being educated to a profeffion, 
inftead of acquiring knowledge, 
that was ufeful and necpflfary to 
mankind, I was furniflied only 
with the fuperfluitics of life. 
Without a fortune, I was to be 
taught to live, as if I had one. 
Habits were formed, which if I 
did not fucceed, would make me 
miferable for the reft of my days. 

** Something more than Greek, 
Latin, French, Italian, &c. was 
nccelTary ; and I was fliut up for 
two years, in order to ftudy the 
Hiftoi7 of Europe, Domat on the 
Civil Law, Grotius, PuffendorfF, 
and laftly, four folio volumes of 
Treaties. This labour gone 
through, with tolerable fuccefs, 
I was next to find a Patron. My 
great friends had not been ufed to 
hear me fp<ak of wanting em- 
ployment; they relifhed my con- 
vei-fation, and praiftd my Odes; 
however, they fmiled on, *till my 
Fiiitlicr's pockets grew low, and 
drefs and chair hire became too 
cxpenfive. 

" Luckily, a Patron was at laft 
found, who underftood what wit 
and parts were, as he excelled in 
ihem himfelf; but he knew, that 
thefe alone, were not enough ; I 
endeavoured to convince him, I 
bad more material furniture in my 
bead, and fucceeded. We went 



abroad together; the weight of 
his character, which was excel- 
lent, and his being a near relation 
of the minifter, gave me rcafon 
to expe<^ the moft flattering conic- 
quences. What hindered? Why, 
the commoneft thing upon earth, 
my Patron was turned our, and 
Mr. Secretary bad to fcek for 
another. 

" With better luck than ordi- 
nary, and two or three great men's 
recommendation, another • was 
found, and tny little boat was again 
afloat ; the gale was profperous, 
and the weather £ne; but in a 
twelvemonth, the Envoy died. 
Thefe changes aftoniftied me ; I 
was a young man, and did not 
recoiled, that people were to die, 
or minifters to be turned out. 
What was to be done now } No 
money, and my former Patron in 
difgrace. Friends timid and cold, 
unable or unwilling to ferve me. 
In this condition, in want of every 
thing, but a fine coat, and a laced 
ftiirt, I languifhed on for three 
long melancholy years ; fometimes 
elevated for a moment, by a fmile, 
or a nod, but for the raoft part, 
folitary, deje(Ebed, and reduced to 
the agony of talking of my misfor^ 
tunes, and wants, and that bafefl 
of all conditions, the iiUolerable 
flavery of borrowing, to fupport 
an idle, ufeleis being. What would 
I i/jen have given for a profeflion. 
My Greek, my wit, my Italian, 
my dancing, and my treaties, were 
entirely ufelefs to me. 

" In this wretched fituation, re- 
tired eighteen miles from London, 
to an obfcure village, in debt to 
taylors, drapers, butchers, and 
chandlers ftiops, I received a letter 
from an intimate friend, acquaint- 
ing 
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ing me, that he was juft appointed 
to a confiderable employment ; and 
defiring me' to come directly to 
town, and determine which of 
the confiderable places he had to 
•beflow, would be mod agree- 
able to me. Guefs at my joy and 
gratitude, I can exprefs neither; 
any more than my grief, but by 
thofe tears which now flow from 
my eyes, becaufe that friend is 
no more. He overlooked my un- 
fitnefs for any place under him, 
from my ignorance of the law ; 
atid obliged me to take the beft he 
had to give, which was full a 
thoufand pounds a year. His age 
and my own promifed riches, 
for many years to comej but it' 
was permitted, that ^<f fhould die 
too, with which, I end the hiflory 
of myfelf. 

" My reafon for reciting it, you 
and Dick know too well, it is to 
make him fenfible, that without 
the knowledge of something, 
which mankind cannot do 
Without; neither wit, parts, 
friends, or patrons, can se- 
cure a man from want. 

** Le US fuppofe for a moment, 
as law is not his favourite ftud]^, 
that he (hould fucceed in the di- 
plomatic path, and be appointed 
Secretary to a Minifter at a Foreign 
Court ; fet it be remembered, that 
he cannot obtain that, without a 
kind of knowledge to the full as 
difficult and difagrceable in acquir- 
ing, as the law of England; as 
remote from wit and poetry, and 
thofe amufements, with which he 
Jias too long amufed himfelf. But 
fiippofing him to have fo far fuc- 
ceeded, as to be King's Secretary 
to the firft EmbaflTy in Europe ; he 
will not be iu half fo comfortable, 
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fo eafy a condition to a man of 
fenfe, as if he was in a three pair 
of flairs chamber, at the Temple, 
in the way of getting only 200/. a 
year 

** In (hort, places are fo pre* 
carious, the attendance in fearch 
of them,- fo mean and unmanly, 
refufals and delays fo infupportable, 
and the lofs of them when obtain- 
ed, fo dreadful to one who has not 
a good private fortune, that it is a 
line no reafonable man would ever 
adopt by choice; a useful pro- 
fession IS better THAN A THOU- 
SAND PATRONS. I grieve, when I 
recolleft, that my friend Dick is 
now twenty-two, and has not yet 
read one book, fince he left Eton, 
for which he or his family will btf 
better, as long as he lives.** 

WILLI AMS, RHYN WICK, 
an individual of debauched 
manners, deprefled circumftances, 
and obfcure life, whofe crimes or 
misfortunes have procured him a 
name, by which he will more ea- 
fily be recognized by my readers, 
— the monfter ! a peculiar title of 
ignominy and diftin^lion, which 
has been univerfal ly befto wed upon 
him, with other epithets of abufe 
and deteftation. 

Excited by no one intereft or 
gratification, but the hellifh one 
which arifes from terrifying and 
injuring a lovely but defencelefs 
part of the creation ; Williams is 
defcribed, as employing thofe in . 
tervals of time which could be 
fpared from an effeminate employ- 
ment and vulgar fenfuality, in 
wandering though the ftreets, to 
feek unhappy objects for the ex- 
ercife of his unaccountable malig- 
nity. After much threatening, and 
much obfcene language, menacing 
geilure, 
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gcfture, and bitter imprecation ; 
with a weapon, and in a manner 
hitherto neither difcovered or un- 
derftood, he fecretly and fuddenly 
infli(^s on bis fair viflims, deep 
and dangerous wounds, before they 
have recovered from the furprize, 
his previous deportment has pro- 
duced. 

Such has been the (Irong lan- 
guage of terror and indignation, 
ddivered upon oath in a court oJF 
juftice, and received with implicit 
faith by the generous fenfibility of 
a iympathizing public: for who, 
at the recital of fuch atrocious bar- 
barity, has not felt for a wife, a 
mother, or a fifter^ And that 
bread mud be callous to humanity 
as well as juftice, which has not 
throbbed with refcntment againft 
the unnatural maimer of beauty, 
youth and innocence. 

The vigorous Roman, who, to 
remedy the fcanty population of 
his country, fnatched the Sabine 
•virgin from her weeping mother, 
repaired the injury as far as he 
was able, by honourable wedlock, 
and the gentle endearments of 
domeftic love ; in modern times, 
the headftrong raviflier, condemn- 
ed to death by the laws of his 
country, find fome falvo for his 
crime, in the fury of ungovern- 
able paflion, or the unjuftifiable 
duplicity of a vile coquette, who 
excites, abufes, and enjoys; but 
the ftrange depravity of the fub- 
je<fl of this article, feems to admit 
neither extenuation or defence ; 
towards />//«, feverity in its utmoft 
cxcefs, is a virtue ; at the tribunal 
of gallantry, doubt and difiruft are 
treafon, and moderation is almoft 
conlidered as floating in his guilt. 

But as there are other tribunals 



before which, this and every other 
tranfa6tion will be deliberately 
examined, without prejudice, and 
without paflion ; it is our duty to 
obfcrve, that previous to his being. 
apprehended, feveral pei-fons bad 
been pofitively charged on, oath, 
with being guilty of the fame of- 
fence, for which WiJliams was 
afterwards committed and punifh- 
cd. This circumflance, together 
with a fpecies of alibi, partially, 
but not fatisfadlorily proved on the 
trial, authorizes me in venturing 
to fufpec^, that he might poffibiy 
not be the guilty perfon. Yet, if 
after coolly examiningthe evidence, 
it fliould appear fufficientJy corred 
and exact, to bring home the charge 
inconteftibly, and prove him actu- 
ally the man, I (hall ftill (for fome 
reafons I mean to produce) be 
equally unwilling to allow that he 
was the monfler. 

Melancholy experience obliges 
us to confefs, that human nature, 
in its lowefl flate of depravity and 
degradation, is capable, when un- 
refirained by religion, by fear, or 
by ihame, of flagrant enormities, 
which manhood revolts at, and 
decency cannot name. Yet, I be- 
lieve {(t\\ inflaiices can be produced, 
in which many great and repeated 
rifques and dangers have been in- 
curred, for the mere unmixt mo- 
tive of mifcbief only, without 
fome foreign alloy of carnal appe- 
tite, interefl, ambition, envy, or 
revenge. 

I can, without difficulty, con- 
ceive a hot-headed, unprincipled 
fcoundrel, working himlelf into a 
paroxyfm, little fhort of madnefs, 
from the rage of difappointed luft, 
or the irritating anguidi of a cer- 
tain difeafe, entailed on illicit love. 

lean 
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t can imagine him, in a moment 
of promifcuous and indifcriminate 
cruelty, declaring war againil the 
whole female £x, and binding 
hinifelf by oaths and execrations, 
to maim, disfigure, and deftroy. 
Such inftances, I fear, have oc- 
curred ; I would confider them as 
devils incarnate, as imps of hell 
in human fhape ; to fhoot, to hang, 
or drown them, with other nox- 
ious animals, beads of prey, and 
mad dogs, would be a ufehil and 
meritorious fervicc. Williams by 
no means anfwcred either of thefe 
defcriptions, for he was the confi- 
dential and happy lover of women 
of a certain defcription, whofe 
favors men of the Hrfl rank in this 
country have vainly and repeatedly 
endeavored to purchafe ; his health 
had no otherwife fuffered, than 
from the languid charadteriflic de- 
bility of a long continued courfe 
of debauchery, which always im- 
pairs the faculties, and exhaufls 
the frame. But while his fair 
fi'iends blefled him with fmiles, 
they did not replenifh his purfe ; 
his poverty was abjeft, he was al- 
moft pennylefs, and if he really 
was the monftrous culprit defcribed, 
which I flill doubt, I am clearly 
of opinion, his aim was rather at 
the pocket than the perfon. 

To throw fome light on this af- 
fertion, it will not be amifs to ob- 
ferve, that cutting open, and fome- 
times cutting off .the pockets of 
females, is by no means an uncom- 
mon fpecies of theft ; that it pof- 
fefles this extraordinary recom- 
mendation, when performed with 
dexter it^^ ; the contents of th^ 
pocket drop inftantly on the fpot, 
and are taken up by the offender 
at his leifure, without alarming 

Vol. U. 



thci perfon plundered, * and with 
little fear of detection. 

If it fhould be objeded,«that^ 
in every known inflance, wounds • 
were inflided, but the pockets re- 
mained untouched, and that it was 
alTuredly bad policy in a pick- 
pocket, to give a previous alarm, 
by violent language and outraeeous 
behaviour; I Ihall only obtervc, 
that the trade he had taken up, and 
the peculiarly myfterious manner 
in which he carried it on, were 
probably new to him ; that, as a 
noviciate, he exercifed it unlkil- 
fully, and without fuccefs. His 
virulent language and threatening 
deportment, in the complicated 
mafs of evidence given m, are 
placed at a wrong period of the 
tranfadion ; they /ollonveJy i:ather 
than ftreceded the offence, and were 
made ufe of, when, after being 
accufed of ill defign, he had been 
repeatedly defired to keep his dif- 
tance ; they are to be regarded as 
the pafRonate ebullitions of difap- 
pointed villainy, affe6ting the ho- 
neft indignation of fufpc&ed inno- 
cence. 

The fingular, the heroic, per- 
haps, the miflaken zeal, of Mr. 
Swift, ought not to pafs unnoticed ; 
who, after expofing himfelf to the 
unerring piUols of Col. L^nox, 
and fearlefs of female ft'owns and 
public refentment, generoufly flood 
forth to defend a miferable man, 
lhe.obje£k of univcrfal deteftation. 

The culprit, it mufl be confef- 
fed, had to contend with the learn- 
ing and abilities of diftinguifhed 
lawyers; with zeal to ftimulate, 

f)rejudice to give fuccefs to, and 
avifh fubfcriptions to reward their 
efforts ; ** While all I could oppofe 
to fuch powerful combix^itions," 
Nn fays 
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ftjri WilliAmif 4a a ptnipblct be- 
fore me, remufcable for nKurative 
bngUjW and obTcuro fentiment, 
Che tnm ot gloomy guilt, or the 
perturbatiofi of oppreflM Inno* 
ctooe, ^ wbik all 1 could oppofr, 
waa ^norance and indigence, a 
foenaced advocate, brow -beaten 
witneftt, a ftorm of prejudice, 
and fliipwrocked hopea. 

** At fone future time, when 
Che paffioiis and refentmentii of my 
encmiei are gratihed or (ubfidril, 
chey may be prevailed on to ac- 
knowledge, that public juftice it 
fometimci converted into a deadly 
weapon, in the liandt of private 
revenge; that prrjiidicc it the nurfe 
of error, and reward the nK>tbcr 
of ptTJury. Thofc, alio, who were 
fo eager in prcK'iiring and pro- 
nouncing the fentence againft me, 
at feme remote period may be in- 
duced to ronkft, that, in contrm- 
placing the aggravated magnitude 
of mv otKenrc, they nrj;le^ltrd to 
exammc, with their uftial iiri^ncfs, 
tlie various contrndi^tioiiA of my 
accufers, their cxafperated pailiont, 
and other circimiilatues, which, if 
they could not podtively and cer- 
tainly acquit me of the crime, at 
Jeaft rendered my innocence at 
probaMe as my guilt." 

Peihups, it may be an ol)je^ 
worthy the coniideration of thofe 
appointed to expound our lawi and 
dilpenCe us juftirc, whtlhcr de- 
manding exrr/^tfe bail^ ihat iron rod 
«f the old tyranny^ and which, in 
the cafe of the wretched Williams, 
and others I could mention, ib tan- 
tamount to perpetual imprifonment, 
be confonant with the mild fpii it of 
the KngliHi ConUitution. If a 
man'b crime be fo attrocious as to 
merit perpetual impriibument, and 



the hw of the land annexes tt to 
hia crime, in God*t name, be that 
hit fentence. But, 1 trail, the ve- 
nerable bench will never fo iar 
yield to the impulfe of popular in- 
btuation, at to punifli crimet with 
paint and penahies, aggravated by 
poverty and abhorrence, but to 
which they never were, by law, 
originally attached. I hope fo im- 
porunt a branch of the penal code 
vili ftill continue to be accurately 
dehned, by precife, literal inter- 
pretation; and that the voice of 
humanity and common fenfe will 
not be fi fenced by the anticipattont 
of prejudice, by mercilelk prece- 
dent, or the deciuona of times, 
whofe example it will be ncrito- 
riout to avoid. 

WOOLSTONCROFT, 
MARY, a vigorous writer, 
who, (ince fuch important revolu- 
tiont have taken place in the poli- 
tical forms, it of opinion, there it 
urgent neceflity for reformation in 
the domeHic inHitutions of man- 
kind. 'I*his advocate for the rightt 
of uomeii is for railing her fex to 
their rank in the icale of exigence, 
and Aicrefbfully combats the dif- 
graceful ails by which they have 
been too generally rendered the 
mere play-things of capricious paf- 
fion ; (lie infiih, that mind hai 
Mo sKx ; ihat the female part of 
the creation are as capable of all 
that is great and good at men; 
and, that the infidiout fyllem of 
artificial homage, frivolous occu- 
pation, and petty gallantry, at pre- 
iirnt fo generally adopted, is only 
a cunning device to divert their 
attention from more important 
concerns ; that it is difguifmg fraud 
by flattery, and iacrincing mtereft 
to prejudice. 
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Mrs. Woolftoncroft is equally 
avcrfe to the precepts of Roufleau 
and Gregory, and indeed to every 
fyilem which lays down a ivijb tp 
fUaffy as the paramount incitement 
to female a£tion ; confidering it as 
HtSi irrational and degrading ipecies 
of dependence on a being equally 
fallible with themfelv)es. . On the 
contrary, flie wiihes to perfuade 
women to acquire (fa-ength of body 
and firmneis of mind, and to con- 
iider the faihiohable phraies, fuf- 
ceptibility of heart, delicacy of 
fentiment, and refinement of taile, 
as fynononn>us epithets for weak- 
neis and imbecility ; fhe endea- 
vours to convert the ** lovely trem- 
blers " of the prefent dajr into ao 
tive citizens, dutifiil daughters^ 
good mothers, and ufeful miftreifeB 
of families. 

• The fituatlon of a female, edu« 
cated in ail the paflive debilitating 
^ropenfities of a modem fine lady, 
j's defcribed with impreflive and 
pathetic energy. When her pro- 
testor dies, and leaves her with a 
large family, ** a double duty then 
devolves on her, to educate them 
in the charader both of fkth/er and 
mother ; to form their principles, 
and fecure their property. But, 
alas ! having never thought, much 
lefs a£Ved for herfelf, fhe has only 
iearned to pleafe men and depend 
on them : yet how is fhe to obtain 
^mother guardian for herfelf and 
children ? a hufttanti, to fupply the 
place of reafon ? a rational man (for 
we are not treading on romantic 
ground) though he may think her 
a pieafrng, docile creature, will not 
choofe to marry a fandfy for love, 
when the world co^itains fo many 
pretty women, without iocuiv- 
tHraaces. 



<< Wliat is then to beoome of 
her ? fbe either falls an eafy prey 
to fome mean ftHtune.hunter, who 
defrauds her children of their pa^ 
ternal inheritance^ and renders ner 
miferable, or becrmes the viditti 
of difcontent and blind indulgence 
Unable to educate her ions, or 
imprefs them with refped; for it 
is not a play on woras to afTen, 
that people are never refpe^led, 
(however exalted their Nations} 
who are not themfelves refpedable ; 
fhe pines under the anguifh of uo- 
availing regret ; the ferpent's tooth 
enters into her foul, tnd the vices 
of licentious yoath bring her, with 
forrow, if not with poverty, to 
the grave." 

This affedHng fketch, too often 
exemplified in hfe, is well contrail* 
ed by a different chara6br. 

^* Let fancy prefent another wo- 
man, with a tolerable underiland- 
ing, a conftitntion^fhYngtheacd by 
eiKrcife, and a body in the vieoir 
of heahh ; qualified by intemft 
and education to comprdiend die 
moral duties oi life, to cftimate 
the dignity and fttperiori^ of vir- 
tuous independence. Formed for 
a due performance of her relative 
duties, fhe marries from afFedion, 
but not without prudence ; and 
looking beyond mere matrimonial 
bliis, Genres her hufhand's ttfytdt^ 
before it is neceflary to exert mean 
arts to pleafe him, and feed a 
dying flame, a flame which natune 
•doomed to expire, when the objed 
becomes familiar. 

'« Fate at lei^h breaks the teti^ 
der tie ; fhe is left a widow, peT'- 
haps without fufiicient provifion) 
but fhe is not defolate. The pang 
of nature, tboBgh felt, is CraduaU 
\y fohened into melancholy refig« 

N n a nation ; 
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nation; (he returns to her chil- 
dren with redoubled fondneis, and 
mnxious to provide' for them, affec- 
tion gives a iacred heroic cafl to 
maternal duty. Confcious that the 
Being from whom all our comforts 
flow, looks down with approbation 
on virtuous effort; abitra^ted, as 
well as elevated by grief, flie che- 
riihes the fond hope, that thole 
eyes which her trembling hand fo 
lately ciofed, may dill fee her; 
ihe fubdues every wayward paffion, 
and fulfils the important offices of a 
mother with exemplary purity and 
propriety. Exalted to heroiim by 
misfortune, fhe repreffes the firfl 
dawning of ^ natural inclination, 
before it ripens into love, and, in 
the bloom of life, forgets her fex, 
forgets the pleafure of an awaken- 
ing paffion, which might have been 
inipired and returned. She no 
longer thinks of pleafing, and con- 
fcious dignity prevents her from 
priding hcrfelf on account of the 

Saife which her condu£t demands. 
er children have her love ; her 
brighteft and warmefl hopes are in 
a world beyond the grave, to which 
her imagination often ih^ys. 

** I think I fee her furrounded 
by her children, reaping the re- 
ward of her care. Their intelligent 
eyes meet hers, whilfl health and 
innocence fmile on their cheeks; 
as they grow up, the cares of life 
are lefitned by mutual attention. 
She lives to fee the virtues which 
ihe endeavoured to plant on prin- 
ciple, fixed into habit ; to fee her 
children attain a ftrength of cha- 
racter, fufficient to enable them to 
endure adverfity, without forget- 
ting their mother's example. The 
tafk di life thus fulfilled, fhe 



waits, with calm iatisfaftion, for 
death." 

Mrs. Woolftoncroft's opinion, 
that the woman who converts a 
warm lover into a rational and fin- 
cere friend, has no caufe for reeret, 
however juft and philofbphical, 
may not, perhaps, be cordially 
acquiefced in by ladies at a certaid 
age. She fpeaks with flrong difap- 
probation, on boarding fchoou, 
and on the general lyflcm of fe- 
male education ; but till both fexes 
are converts to reafon, rather 
than paffion, much of her theory 
will be confidered as the rrfpe^a- 
ble error of a fenfible mind, the 
chimaera of a romantic imagina- 
tion, fearching for unattainable 
perfe^ion. To follow all her ar- 
guments, and produce the various 
bold and incontrovertible truths 
advanced in her work, would Avell 
the article to a fize inconfiftent 
with the nature of this coUe^ion. 

If, however, this fpirited writer 
ihall prevail on her fex to confider 
drefs, cards, and novel reading, as 
the amufement, but not the bufinefs 
of lite ; if, transferring their at- 
tention from pleafure to duty, 
that unthinking race, who flutter 
through the ftreets, crowd the 
theatres, and fubmit to the crimi- 
nal llaveiy of faAiion, whofe gal- 
ling chains they fo often fink under, 
difTatisfied at home, and abroad the 
diflurbers of their neighbours ; if, 
inflead of fuch triflers, we (hall, 
at fome future period, be bleffed 
with women, wife in their genera- 
tion, examples of wifdom without 
art, and piety without auflerity ; 
virtue their whole employment, 
and their hearts the foft retreats of 
modeily and humanity ; fuch an 
important 
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important fcrvtce will, rank the 
nat^e of Mary Woolftoncroft with 
the greatefl benefactors to man- 
kind. 

It has been obferved, in reply 
to fome of her ftridures on the 
prefent flate of women, that daily 
experience proves the eftablifhed 
fyitem cannot be veryunpropitioiis 
to improvement ; that the various 
departments of hiftory, poetry, 
politics, ethicks, and philofophy, 
have been, and ftill are, graced 
with a long and ^lendid catalogue 
of female worthies; that in the 
focieties of a crowded capital, a 
provincial town, or the mafe of a 
watering place, we fliall find a 
number of filly, idle, uninformed 
men, more than proportionate to 
women of the fame defcription. 

XIMENES, a celebrated Spa- 
nifii flatefraan, a Cardinal, 
and Archbifliop of Toledo, who, 
by the afcendency of great talents, 
accompanied with fortunate inci- 
dent, burft from the dark cloud 
which Had for fo many centuries 
inveloped his country; and emerg- 
ing from the embarraflments of 
narrow fortune, a tender conftitu- 
tion, and a numerous, a reduced, 
but reputable family, guided the 
reins of a great monarchy, with 
decifive vigor, acknowledged capa- 
city, and integrity unimpeached. 

A juncture cannot be imagined, 
which more particularly demanded 
the vigorous exertion of judgment 
and rcfolution, to check the pride 
and prefumption of a rich and 
powerful nobility, who, defying 
the royal authority, and meanly 
claiming exemption from burthens 
and impofitions laid on their fel- 
low fubjedls, efleemed the power 
^f tyrannizing over the peaiants, 



and oppreffing the provinces, at 
the hereditary and moft valuable 
privilege of exalted rank. In the 
fifteenth century, the caftle of a 
Spaniih grandee, with its adjacent 
territory, might be deicribed as a 
fortrefs^ or royal garrifon ; and 
the haughty lord of the foil, fur- 
rounded by hi<; vafials and depen- 
dents, as little lefs than a fovereign 
prince; while the pomp of his 
retinue, the fplendor of his equi- 
page, the luxury of his table, and 
his farms, fiocks, and herds, with 
a long train df huntfmen, hawks, 
and dogs, made a near approach 
to regal magnificence. 

To remove opprelfive and licen- 
tious enormity, to reduce within 
legal bounds arrogant pretenfion^ 
to extinguifli unjuft and partial 
privileges, to enforce the forgotten 
lefl'ons of obedience' and fubordi* 
nation, Ximenes, the fon Of a 
country attorney, was chilled from 
the cloyfter, to which, with the 
ufual policy of that age, he had 
retired ; thus fecuring fame, for- 
tune, rank, and other good things 
of this life, by appearmg to re- 
nounce them. 

Three of our prefent Englifh 
Biftiops owe their mitres to the 
foft interceflion of female patron- 
age ; and, fince family connection^ 
and parliamentary intereft, have 
been long confidered, by the dif- 
penfers of church preferment, aa 
more powerful recommendations 
than fuperior capacity and eminent 
attainment ; I rather rejoice, than 
lament,, that the gentle, but irre<» 
fiftible impulfe of love, occafion- 
ally fteps in, to interrupt the bafo 
traffic of con'uption, and refcue 
men of benevolence, learning, and 
taile^ from Ithe ruftic oblivion, 
thanklefr 
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thinkfeis dnidf^err, tnd unrrquSted 
toily of parochial duty. Ximenct 
«ras appointed confeflbr to Ifabeila, 
tbe wite of Fetxlinand, tnd Qpef n 
of Cailile in bcr own right ; 
having thus iecured the ear of a 
Qneen« other avenues to prefer- 
ment and honour were quickly 
opened to his view. He appears 
to have been fufficienfly endowed 
with two ouaHties, generally found 
ill ecckfialtics^ a quick-(i)^hted at- 
tention to their interefts and a 
peculiar (kill in cultivating* with- 
out fcandal (for he was upwards 
of feventy) female favour and 
prote^Hon: for thefe purpofes, his 
predominating character, and his 
clochy were admirably calculated. 

Bf the more immediate nomi* 
tiation of Ifabellat and contrary 
to the wiflies of her huiband, he 
afcended with decent relu6Unce« 
but filled* with exemplary propri- 
ety, the aichiepifcopai throne of 
Toledo, was afterwards appointed 
regent, and diffufed an income of 
more than two hundred thoufand 
ducats a year, in rewarding nterit, 
cloathiiig the naked, feeding the 
hungry, founding feminaries of 
learning, and other public (ervices. 
The univer(ity of Alcala, and its 
princely reveinie for the various 
profeiTors, expendve editions of 
the Complutenfian Polyglottc Bi- 
ble« and the Mofarabic Liturgy, 
are durable nKHiuments of his 
fplendid munificence. 

Though our prelate thus fuc- 
ceeded to the higheft honours am- 
bition coukl aim at, or royalty 
be(k>w, he had, early in lite, ex- 
perienced afili^ion, that {everCf 
but falutary fchool, in which* 
£xmer or later, we mud all be 
ioitiatedi though half the bufwcA 



of life confifts in teaching us ra- 
ther to avoid, than in qualifying 
us properly to endure it. Stiroa- 
lated by a reftleifnefs which has 
ibmetimes been confidered as an 
tnfeparable attendant on genius* 
though much oftener the confe- 
quence of tineafy fttuation* and 
comfortlefs domeftic profpe6b* Xi* 
menes refolved to vifit the Vatican ; 
but near tbe confines of Italy was 
attacked by banditti* who feiziog 
the little fum his £sther could aN 
ford to advance* left him wounded 
on the road. By the humane 
affiftance of a good Samaritan* 
whom in hb protperity he did not 
forget* he was enabled* after a 
fliort delay* to continue his jour- 
ney to Rome ; which pofleiGog at 
that time real power* of which it 
mw fcaroely retains the ihadow* 
was the land of ecclefiailic promifi?* 
and the fountain head ot clerical 
honours and emolument. 

From the dexterity of his appli- 
cations, or the goodnefs of his re- 
commendations to his countryman* 
Alphoufo Borgia, a turbulent Spa- 
niard, abforbed in enriching his 
nephews, who fat on the throne of 
St. Peter, under the name of Cal- 
liitus the Third, he procured what 
has been called a ipe6tative bull* 
that antient foiirce of contention 
which entitled the perfon named 
in it to the fird vacant prelxrnd, 
however valuable. Ximenes, whofe 
temper and circnmftanccs did not 
permit him to reiinquifb any fair 
advantages, thought himfelf jullifi- 
ed, on his return to Spain, in ex- 
erciiing a right with which he was 
legally in veiled by one whom he 
confidered as fupreme head of the 
church. 

The firmneis of his demands, in- 
volved 
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volvtd him in altercation with 
Carilla, at that time Archbifliop 
of Toledo, who, Simulated by in* 
tcreft, or offended by refiftance, 
imprifoned this defender of papal 
junfdi£^ion, which it was his fate, 
at a future period of his life, ftre- 
nuoufly to refill, when, on the 
fubje6t of indulgences, he oppofed 
the artful blandifhments, and hum* 
bjed the triple crown of Pope 
Leo the Tenth. A feditious prieft 
was confined in the fame place; 
in a loud voice, and with fcriptural 
language, he raifed the drooping 
fpirits of Ximenes, exhortbg him 
to regard the prefent calamity, as 
a fure forerunner of future eleva- 
tion. After a Ihort paufe, signifi- 
cant geihire, and an accurate, or 
a pretended infpe^ion of his coun- 
tenance, " I perceive," exclaimed 
the enthufiaftic prifoner, " I clear- 
ly perceive, in every feature of 
'3rour face, ftrong emanations of 
the holy fpirit, united with the 
noblefl qualities of head and heart; 
you fhall be the reftorer of your 
family, the (aviour of your coun- 
try, and an exalted light of the 
church. In the fame cell to which 
I. am now condu6ting you," coo- 
tinued our prophetic phyfiognomill, 
firmly graiping his hand, '^ was 
. onre imprifoned the holy prelate 
Zerevilla, who afterwards exchang- 
ed his fetters for a mitre; rely on 
God*t providence, and the inter- 
ceffion of the Blefled Virgin, to 
<x>nduA you from fimilar misfor- 
tunes, to equal, if not fuperior 
triumph and exaltation." 

This predidtion of flattery or of 
infatuation, which, had it fstiled, 
would, with Ximenes and its fore- 
teller, have been buried in ever« 
,kfting oblivion, contributed per* 



haps, like others of fimilar ten- 
dency, to haften its own accom* ' 
plifhment; and the future regent 
of Spain, prudently tempering po- 
licy with devotion, and rendermg 
fanaticifm fubfervient to the pur- . 
pofes of ambition, converted the 
(leps of the altar into a footftool to 
the throne. An anecdote of phy-> 
fiognomy fo remarkable, feems to 
have efcaped the arduous in^e* 
nuity and entertaining prolixity 
of Mr. Lavater, in his pleafing 
work of the imagination : I . 
doubt if that fkilfiil trandator of . 
countenances makes fufficient al- 
lowance for the foreign impreffions 
aud alterations effe^d by educa* 
tion, fuperilition, phiiofophy, and 
interefl, on the human feature. 
By thefe omnipotent innovating 
talifmans, men have been taughc 
to counterad and almofl efface the 
firft great . biaflTes of nature and 
difpofition, and to conceal a rave- 
nous wolf, or the beaked vulture un- 
der the gentle femblance of a lamb, 
or the mild afpeiSb of a turtle dove. 
This opinion is happily illuftrat* 
ed by the weU-known ftory of an 
antient fage, who was interrupted 
in one of his difcourfes by a far^^ 
caflic fneerer, in the following 
words : " Let the hoary hypocrite 
preach up virtue and philoiophical. 
forbearance, and cry down canuU 
indulgence, as long as he pleafes^ 
but believe not a word that be 
fays, for I fee by his hice he is a 
glutton, and a lafdvious debauchee^ 
devoted to rice and criminal in^. 
dulgence himiclf." The provok* 
ed difciples were preparing to pu^ 
nifh, with fignal ieverity, this in* 
folent traducer of a preceptor whom 
they loved with veneration, and 
whofe chara&er they had long 
looked 
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looked up to and contemplated as 
the nobled model of human virtue 
and per/edion: " Abftain from 
violence," cried the philofopher, 
without a frown, " let him depart 
unmolefted; however wrong his 
dedu^^ions may be, the data on 
which he reafons are not without 
fome fuundation : I was early and 
ftrongly inclined to the vicious pro- 
pentitiett he ^Hedges againfl me, 
and (hould probably have been the 
moniler he defcribe$, but for the 
divine precepts of philofophy, and 
the preternatural influence and in- 
terference of the' guardian fpirit 
which prefidcd over the hour of my 
biith, encourages me to refill the 
allurements of vice, and fecretly 
dire6ts all the adions of my life." 

I ihould conclude this article 
with confiderable fatisfa6lion, were 
I able to exculpate Ximenes from 
the odious guilt of religious into- 
lerance, and bloody pcrfecution ; 
but the rigid, the inexorable im- 
partiality of hiftory, compells me 
to declare, that a great, and, in 
jnany inftances, an enlightened 
minifter, the reformer of various 
abufes in church and ftate, who 
had pun idled the fpoilers, robbers, 
and murderei-s of Mexico and 
Peru, with death and confifcation ; 
whofe voice the proud oppreflbrs 
of his country trembled at and 
obeyed, was a zealous and active 
enforcer of the rules of the holy 
office, an unrelenting kindler of 
the fires of the deteftable inquifi- 
tion ; that he perfonally attended, 
with pomp, and apparent pleafui e, 
thofe abominable Auto da fes,which 
took their origin from hell. 

The caufe of truth might per- 
haps induce me to hear with a fmile, 
or with a fighy that his zeal was fb 



fuccefsful as to prevail, by argil* 
ment or by threats, on three thou- 
fand Mahometans to be baptized 
in one day; but his condemoiog 
to flow fires, numbers of unhappy 
Morefcoes and Jews, who, inib« 
born in the habits of religious fu- 
perilitton, turned with horror fixmi 
the crofe, will hand down the 
name of the Cardinal to after ages, 
as a bigotted and mercilefs tyrant, 
an enflaver of the facred rights of 
confcience and private opinion, a 
dealer of death, and as he thought, 
of damnation round the land, on 
all whom he, a creature of frailty 
and miflake, confidered as enemies 
of Divine revelation. 

I have heard, I have frequeotlj 
heard with pleafure, but witliout 
convidion, arguments in favour of 
Ximenes, his favourite hero, for* 
cibly delivered, and artfully ar« 
ranged by his countiyman, a learn- 
ed and ingenious friend, whofe 
critical eye may perhaps favour 
this hafly trifle with a peni&l ; but 
I mufl beg leave to fay that the 
regent was fnfficiently powerful, 
had he poflefled the inclination, 
not only to have moderated, but 
to have overthrown the inquifition, 
however interwoven with the dark 
maxims and ftern defpotifm of the 
Spanifli government. Neither, can 
I be of opinion, that any juftifi- 
cation can be fairly deduced from 
an expreilion made ufe of, in the 
parable of our Saviour, when the 
various guefls who were bidden to 
a feafl, having on various pretences 
abfcnted themfelves, meflcngcrs 
were fent to vifit the highways, to 

COMPEL OTHERS TO COME IN. 

If reafoning in defence of reli- 
gious peiiecution, often derived 
from this Hale foundation of oopifh 
caluilbry, 
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cafuiftry, if compiilfion, if fan« 
gtiinary compulfion in matters of 
opinion, be once received as obli- 
gatory, or even lawfiil, we then 
are bound to applaud rather than 
execrate, the torrents of biood, 
which have been fhed from the 
days of David and Cambyies ; the 
Roman cruelties exercifed on ;he 
primitive chriftians, or by our an- 
ticnt Druids ; the horrid Spanifli 
exterminations in South America, 
and the bloody St. Bartholomew's 
Day ; the revocation of the edi6t 
of Nantz, or the Sicilian Vefpers; 
the lafcivious fury of Henry tlie 
Eighth ; the unrelenting bigotry 
.of Mary ; the proteftant aflbciation 
fires of 1780, and the late exaf- 
perated zeal, and confuming vio- 
lence of the Birmingham bigots; 

The tomb of Ximenes is ftill 
fliewn in the coUege, which he 
founded at Alcala, and part of the 
epitaph defcribes his character, in 
* the Latin of the age in which he 
lived : 

Praetextam junxit Sacco, Ga- 

leamque Galero, 
Frater, Dux, Praeful, Cardineuf- 

^ue Pater, . 
Qui virtute fua junxit diadema 

cucuilo. 

His device emblematic of the 
wan, was a rock with an arrow 
(battered to pieces againft it ; - the 
motto was Frangitur in folido, 
which was fuppofed to denote his 
fupreme contempt for the defama- 
tory libels, continually pouring 
forth againU his adminiftration. 
Firm in confcious integrity, ha 
heard without emotion, the calum- 
oies of his enemies, and the only, 
anfwer he vouchfafed to a difap* 
pointed pricft, who had publickly 

Vgju. iU 



accufed him of luxury and pride 
in his drefs, was, fending for the 
tremWing divine, and (hewing 
him a hair cloth, which (what- 
ever his external drefs might be, 
in conformity to rank and cuf- 
tom) he conftantly wore next his 
ikin. 

This prelate is almoft the only 
inftance on record, of an individual, 
at the fame time refpedted and 
feared as a Minifter, and reveren- 
ced as a Saint, by his cotemporaries, 
who, generally afcribed to him ** 
the power of working miracles. 
It has been matter of doubt, and 
is not eafy to determine whether 
the religious enthufiafm of Xime- 
nes, and the canting myfticifm of 
Cromwell, were real or afFe6led. 
There perpetually occurs, amidft 
the vit^ories, cabinet intrigues and 
mod ftrenuous energies of the lat- 
ter, fuch feekings of the Lord^ fuch 
fanatic nonfenfe, and unintelHgible 
myftieifm, worthy of a Zinzendorf, 
or a Jacob Behmen, that we are 
daggered in deciding on his real 
chara<^er. A French writer, who 
has left an Epitaph on the Ufurper, 
lays, 

II meritait mieux q*un Sceptre 
acquis par un Crime ; 

Comment fit il, par quel' etrange 
loi ? 

01 a tous ceux qui font nes por- 
ter la Couronne, 

Ufurpateur montrait TExempIe, 

De les vertus que doit avoir un 
Roi. 

If Cromwell's religion was hy- 
pocrify, he defer ved a halter ; if it 
was real, he muft have been a 
madman, but, of a fingular fpecies ; 
he was only mad ** North and 
North Weft j when the wind was. 

O Q Southerly^ 
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Southerly, he knew a Hawk from 
a Heron." This is common. 
Has not the wifeil man of ns all, 
ibme darling infatuation, fome in- 
dulged entlmfiaini, fome romantic 
weaknefs in theory or pradicey 
which, at intervals, leads us aflray 
from expediency, propriety and 
. common fenfe ? 

I am however inclined to con- 
fider the Spaniih Regent, as fu- 
perior in (kill, predominating dex- 
terity, and tuce management to the 
Engliih Protcftor. Cromwell was 
equally powerful, but wielded 
rougher and more vifiblc unmechanic 
tools to attain his purpofes; that 
military defpotifm, which Ximenes 
once, and only once, on a trying 
occafion, difplayed on a parade 
from the window of a faloon, 
Cromwell called in too often, and 
almofl on every occafion. He 
probably was obliged to accommo- 
<iate himfelf to the manners of 
flerner chara6lers, and to ufe fuch 
powerful inflruments as were re- 
quired by the coarfer feelings of the 
Sans Culottes^ by whom he wa^ fur- 
rounded. I alfo fufpedt, and think 
I have read, that although bred at 
the Univerfity, he had neglected 
claflical acquirement, and cfevoted 
thofe golden, thofe precious irre- 
coverable moments of youth, to 
the alternate and contradictory 
purfuits of grofs fenfuality, fanati- 
cifm, and religious humiliation; 
this may account for the ungramma- 
tical jargon which he delivered for 
fpeeches. 

Had Ximenes been a native of 
England, and attained the power 
of Cromwell; I have fometimes 
been tempted to think, that by the 
lingular awe-infpiring nature of 
his character^ he would have com- 



pleatly fubiugated, or diffipoled, dM 
^rits and refolution ot the Re* 
publican and Royalift Leaders, by 
gentle bot irrefiitible means ; with- 
out rendering himielf like tht 
Ufurper, odious to io confiderabie 
a portion of his fubje^ a circum- 
ftance which paved the way fisr 
Charles the Second. In that cafe, ' 
and with an able nefhenu^ the off- 
fpring of his own loins, Enghind 
might ftill have been crouching 
at home, and triumphing abroad, 
under the' iron &epCre of a Fro# 
te^or. 

YOUNG, EDWARD, a poet 
and a divine, with more 
imagination than judgment, but 
pofimng a folenm plaintive ipedea 
of verfe, peculiar only to himfelf: 
* it is indeed blank verfe, bat 
very different from the blank verfe 
of Milton or of Thomfon,' and Dr. 
Young appears to have been con- 
fcious of Its merit, when he -called 
his collected compoiitions, the 
works of the author of the Night 
Thoughts. He is faid to have fhut 
his fhutters, and to have written 
by a lamp at mid-day, ornament- 
ing his (hidy with feu lis, bones, 
and inilruments of death. Thus 
early encouraging, by habitual 
gloom, and melancholy objects, 
an imagination naturally fertile, 
in feeking or creating topics of 
difcontent. 

It has been faid, that if Young 
had been a bifhop, he would never 
have written his Night Thoughts. 
But he was far advanced in t)ie 
pathetic (trains of complaint, at a 
time when hope is warm in the 
bofom of moft men ; and had he 
attained the mitre, a difappoint- 
ment in the primacy might have 
produced the iaaae effeds on a 
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mind which feems to have been 
endued with much fenfibility, and 
to have been deprelTed with tem- 
porary obftru6Hons of his prof. 
peds, which every man ftruggling 
through life naturally expeds to 
ttieet with ; and if he cannot fur- 
mount them, does not think him- 
felf juftificd in retiring to the 
cloyfter or the Hermitage. Yet it 
b generally underftood, that this 

GENIUS OF DESCRIPTIVE WOE, had 

really felt the barbed arrows of 
domefiic calamity, and that difap- 
pointed profpe6kt afforded him an 
ofteniible and fufficient caufe of 
complaint. 

His Univerfal Paffion contains 
much juft fatire, good verfe, hnd 
laughable humour; but its cha- 
n&r is debility — it wants point 
and terfenefs. ' This poem was 
publilhed before Pope's Satirical 
kpiflles made their appearance, 
and has therefore the credit of 
giving the lead to that kind of 
writing. The country 'fquire, who 
welcomes his friend with a thump 
upon his back; the coffee-houie 
beau, who values himfelf on the 
' learning of his heels ; the anti- 
quarian who is indifferent to his 
daughters ftarving, provided Cleo- 
patra, is fafe; and the lady on 
horfeback, who tvblfiles /uteei ber 
diuretic Jtrains^ are juftly conceived, 
and happily defcribed, and the 
liitire, as all ^tire ought to be, is 
morally applied. 

In ChrononhotontholoTOs, a fa- 
tirical drama on the vicious ilyle 
of certain tragic writers, and not 
badly written, many of Dr. Young's 
literary eccentricities are ponrtray- 
«d in caricature ; particularly the 
violent fpeech oo the blow, which 
fumiihea a plot t» bis iUvcnge. 



Bombardinlan, the general, on 
receiving a box on the ear from 
his royal mailer, breaks out into 
the moil furious hyperbole ; calls 
on the fun and moon to put them- 
felves into eclipfe, bids hills, dales, 
feas, cities, run tog^her, and into 
chaos pulverize the world, becaufe 
Bombardinian hath received a blow. 

Though the tragedies of Young 
are animated, brilliant, and daifi- 
cal; though they paint in glowing 
language the fiiry of rage and re- 
venge, and the agonies of jealoufy, 
love, and defpain; yet it muft be 
con^fTed their beauties are difgra- 
ced by puerile pun and conceit, 
and occafionally by fiiilian and 
rant. 

Were I to produce fome of the 
greateft beauties, and ibme of the 
greateft abfurdities that an Englifh 
library affords. Young would be 
the author I ihould fix on; his 
beauties are fublimity of thought, 
and dignity of expreflion ; he is 
tempted into faults, by purfuing 
them to extravagance and bom- 
bad. 

His Night Thoughts, that fpe- 
cies of compofition which he may 
be faid to have created, abound in 
unnatural flights of fancy, are of- 
ten obfcure and fometimes unintel- 
ligible; he^ occafionally perplexes 
both himfelf and his perufer, in a 
pJayfome unceafing purfuit of tri- 
fling figures, allegories, and allu- 
iions, not always apt. Yet, with 
all their faults, they irrefiflibly 
feize the mind of a reader, and 
powerfully interefl him in tlie 
midnight forrows of the f »itive 
bard ; they have a merit ^ ich no 
productions but thofeofreai genius 
ever poflels ; with fcarce any fa^s 
or incidents to awaken curiofity, 

O o j^ they 
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they fj^k to the heart through the 
medium of the imagination ; they 
inflru£^, but do not fatigue us; 
they amufe, and feldom are languid. 
His view of the nature and fa- 
culties of an immortal foul, clogged 
by the finite and perifhable mate- 
rials of its houfe of clay, is pro- 
found, ftriking, comprehenfive, 
and what in him is rare, clo/lly 
comprehenfive. 

" How great, how fmall, how 

abje6t, how augufl, 
Ho\y complicate, how wonder- 
ful is man ! 
How centered in his make fuch 

ftrange extremes, 
Of different natures mai*veloufly 

mix*d : 
Connexion cxquifitc of diflant 

worlds, 
DiftinguifhM link in beings end- 

lefs chain, 
Midway from nothing to the 
deity ; 
' An heir of gioiy, a frail child 
of duft 1 
Helplefs immortal, infe«5l infi-^ 
nite ! 
. A wonn, a god ' ' ! 

^ An angel's arm can*t fnatch me 

from the grave, 
. -Legions of angels can't confine 
me there ! " 
His arguments in favor of infi- 
nite duration in a future ftate, 
though not logically conchifive, arc 
beautifully poetic: 

*' O ye bleft fcenes of perma- 
nent delight, 
^ :ti Mli * * * * * * ^ n^ * * 

Cou*d ye fo rich in rapture 

fear an end^ 
That ghaftly thought , would 

drink up all your joy, 
And quite un^arudifc the realms 

of light." 



Who does not regret fhat'fudi 
a writer ihould degrade himfelf by 
licentious, bare-faced and impious 
flattery: - ^ 

Wits fpare not heavtm, O Wil- 
mington, nor thee." 
It is not I fear, the firft time that 
poetry has been proftituted to the 
fervile purpofes of adulation. 

Yet, excepting his bafe flattery, 
which his trade as a courtier taughc 
him, and which appears in the 
body of his works, as well as in 
his fulfome dedications ; a few of 
his tragical rants, his poetical flights 
into the obfcure, and the imbecili- 
ties of his old age ; pMblifhed, 1 
think unwarrantaJ^ly, in fome lat- 
ter volumes, which his friends 
ought to have fupprefTed ; with 
thefe exceptions, Young is entitled 
to the rare, but important praife, 
of not having left a line, which, 
for moral or religious reafons, on 
his death bed he could wifh to 
have crafed. 

The young author, impelled hy- 
a love of fame, or of money, who 
is ardently pufliing forward in the, 
race for applaufe ; and the copious 
writer who is too apt to confider 
rather what will be read, than 
what he ought to write, will do 
well to weigh this ^circumflance, 
and apply it : 
. Nam femel emifTum fugit irre- 

vocabiic fcriptum. - 
'Mr. Herbert Croft has taken 
much pains to prove, that the 
characfler of Lorenzo, frequently in- 
troduced into the Night Thoughts, 
could not be meant for the poet's 

fon nor, indeed, does it fccm 

poflible. 

But the elaborate zeal he exhi- 
bits, has been attended with an 
efifedty which the zeal of his friend*. 

fhip 
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{hip never defigned ; it is a tacit 
confeffion, or rather a proof, that 
there were certain traits and ftrong 
refemblances in the pifture, which 
rendered fo much induftry and ef- 
fort neceflTary to prevent our mif- 
taking it for a family likenefs. 

Young, in the early part of life, 
was fond of mufic, and touched 
the German flute with much tafte. 
Being once on the river with fome 
ladies, he played them feveral 
tunes, and then put the flute in 
his^ pocket. 

Some officers rowing by juft 
as he deafcd playing, one of them 
rudely aflced him, why he left ofF. 
*' For the fame reafon that I be- 
gan," replied Young, " to pleafe 
myfelf." . One of them immedi- 
ately tpld him, that if he did not 
continue playing, he would direct- 
ly throw him into the Thames. 



His female friends began to be 
much alarmed, and Young, on 
their account, played till they 
reached Vauxhall, where both, 
parties fpent the evening. 

The Dodor had marked his 
roan, and took an opportunity, in 
one of the dark walks, to tell the 
fon of Mars, that he expefted him 
to meet him at fuch a place, in 
the morning, to give him a gen- 
tjeman's fatisfadion, and that he 
chofe fwords for the weapons. 
The officer was furprized, on their 
meeting, to fee Young advance 
towards him with a» large horfe 
piftol, with which he told him, he 
would inftantly ftioot him through 
the head, if he did not dance a 
minuet : after fome difficulties, he 
complied ; the officer refleding on 
his impertinent condud, acknow- 
ledged the juflice of his treatment. 



•THE END, 
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they rpeak to the heart through the 
medium of the imagination ; they 
inftru^f but do not ftti^ue us; 
they amufe, and feldom are ianj^uid. 
His view of the nature and fa- 
culties of an immortal foul, clogged 
by the finite and peridiable mate- 
rials of its houfe of clay, is pro- 
found, ilriking, comprehenfive, 
and what in him is rarCy cl$/i/j 
comprehenfive. 

" How great, how fmall, how 

abje^, how augufl. 
How complicate, how wonder- 
ful is man ! 
How centered in his make fuch 

ftrangc extremes. 
Of different natures marveloufly 

mixM : 
Connexion exquiiite of diftant 

worlds, 
DiflinguiihM link in beings end- 

Ifsis chain, 
Midway from nothing to the 

deity ; 
An heir of gloiy, a frail child 

of duft ! 
Helplefs immortal, iulccl infi- 
nite! 
A wonn, a god ■ ! 

^ An angel's arm can't fnatch me 
from the grave. 
Legions of angels can't confine 

me there ! " 
His arguments in fr.vor of infi- 
nite duration in a future ftate, 
though not logically conclulive, arc 
beautituliy poetic: 

" O ye blefl fcenes of perma- 
nent delight, 

Cou*d ye fo rich in rapture 

feai* an end, 
That ghaftly thought would 

drink up all your joy, 
And quite unparudifc the realms 

of light." 



Who does not regret that fadi 
a writer fliould degrade himfelf by 
licentious, bare-faced and impioui 
flattay: 

Wits fpare not heaven, O Wil- 
mington, nor thee." 
It is not I fear, the firft time that 
poetry has been proflituted to the 
fervile purpofes or adulation. 

Yet, excepting his bafe flattery, 
which his trade as a courtier taughc 
him, and which appears in the 
bo<iy of his works, as well as in 
his fulfome dedications ; a few of 
his tragical rants, his poetical flights 
into the obfcure, and the imbecili* 
ties of his old age; publiihed, £ 
think unwarrantably, in foine kt- 
ter volumes, which his friendt 
ought to have fuppreflld; with 
thefe exceptions, Young is entitled 
to the rare, but important praife, 
of not having left a line, which, 
for moral or religious reafons, on 
his death bed he could wifh to 
have erafed. 

The young author, impelled by 
a love of fame, or of money, who 
is ardently pufliing forward in the. 
race for applaufe ; and the copious 
writer who is too apt to conCdcr 
rather what will be read, than 
what he ou^ht to write, will do 
well to weigh this circumflancc, 
and «»ppiy it : 

Nam femel emifTum fugit irre- 
voc^.bilc fcriptum. 

'Mr. Herbert Croft has taken 
much pains to prove, that the 
chara(5ler of Lorenzo, frequently in- 
troduced into the Night Thoughts, 
could not be meant for the poet's 

fon nor, indeed, does it fccm 

polfible. 

But the elaborate zeal he exhi- 
bits, has been attended with an 
efife6t, which the zeal of his friend- 
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